Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 







Iel#d5tanfordJ?| 

__^JUNiyERSITV 

PRESENTED BV THOMAS WELTON mNFORD 




* * 



r 







|cl^d5tanpordJ? 

universitV 



PBESENTEO BY THOMAS WELTON STANFORD 




i 



r S 



i 




, > 



"I 



SIDONIA 



HE SORCERESS; 



TIIK 



SUPPOSED DESTROYER OF THE WHOLE REIGN1^'G 



DUCAL HOUSE OF POMERANIA. 



BY WILLIAM MEINHOLD, 



AUTIIOIl OF " TIIK AMBER WITCH." 



IN TWO VOLS. 



VOL. II. 






• • 



• • ■ 









» 






• • • 









LONDON: 
SIMMS AND AriNTYHE, 

.TERNOSTER ROW, AND DONEGALL STREET, BELFAST. 

1849. 



s^ 



ii-^- : ; -a 



in 
ia 

Ad 

en 

;i.".>i V lilil at- 

ue 

,a8 

.ler 
•..-.^ ...tis ?-•:?. :-■ - ^^ 

~— --. LV8t, 

ft--- u: — r. ii:r -^ar >r - -- a^ye*. 

^«-:— :-ir* •• !r5ceiv- - ould 

i^ ...... -J... ^T-ar wonir -- -eac^ 

^'- .:u:' n.-i^s^ion •■s^— after 

•?^r-- • j>. ir;ipr. n r.pr Iwr ^ to 

*^ ' '. •■?:ii.^i ';:•* -am* - ,Uug 

^ "?'-"!» i.-v-r "^"- :'*^ '•r''*'' - - opei 

t-n.: :r ! rn."- sn;v iir,» ^ ^ sin 

sn — ■.-- — -k 






215134 






i.<Jf'jC 



• • • 






• * 

• • • * 



.• • - «• 



I* 



j*u»<rr9. 






i 



SIDONU THE SORCERESS;. 



CH.\PTER XVr. 



I^SIDONIA UAKES POOR CLABA AITEAB QtllTE DEAD, ANQ- ' 
ilTHEGREAT MOURNING AT SAATZIG OVER HER BURIAL,".''' 
UlLK SIDONIA DANCES ON HER COFFIN AND SINGS THE '- ■ 
'M»TH PSALM. — ITEM, OF TBE SERMON AND THE ANATHEMA 

paONOUNCED UPON A WICKED SINNER FROM TEE ALTAR OF 

TIIE CHURCH, 

I jicST first state that this horrible wickedness of Sidonia, 

«lHeh no eye had seen nor ear heard, neither had it entered 
to the heart of man to eonceive (for only in hell could sacb 
m been imagined) never would havo come to light but 
lit she h' ■■>'? made confession thereof to Dr. Cramero, thy 
ell-beloved god-father, in her last trial. And he, to show 
how far Sfttui can load a poor hnman creature who has once 
fallen from God, related the same to my worthy father-iu- 
law, Master David BentKio, soma time anperintetident at the 
criminal conrt, from whose own tips I received the story. 

iAnd this waa herooni'esaioni — That when the measenger 
returned from Daber with the broth, he had ridden ao fast 
that it was still, in troth, quite hot, bnt she (the horrible 
Sidonia) who was standing at the bed of the young mother, 
along with the other women, pretended that it was too cold 
ibr a woman in her state, and mnst jnat get one little 
—iieating on the fire 

I The poor Clai'a, indeed, showed nnwillbgneaa to permit 
pis, but she rai^^mi^Bth it, and Eecre\.\y, ^Xt^tsoX \:^n% 
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6 .I^IV^NIA THE SORCERESS. 

seen by any of th'^ other women, poured in a philtrum that 
had been giv4J\ her by the gipsy-hag, and then went back 
again for a^ 'fiaopcnt This philtrum was the one which 
produced df^'the appearance of death. It had no taste, 
except, })€riiiap3, that it was a little saltish. Therefore - 
Clara pei^ved nothing wrong, only when she tasted it, 
said, ^'^ify heart's dearest mother, in her joy, has pat a 
little ;t<5o« much salt into her broth; still what a heait^.^ 
dearest 'mother sends, must always taste good!" Howevf fi 
in 096^ hour after that, Clara lay as stiff and cold as a corpi ^ 
ei^yiier breath camo a little; but even this ceased in % 
»Shoft time, and then a great cry and lamentation resounded 
.'•.^ough the whole castle. No one suspected Sidonia, for | 
****inany said that young women died so often; but even tte . 
*•**.* *old mother, who arrived a few hours after, and hearinf the ] 
•/• cries from the castle while she was yet far off, be^^ to 
'*. weep likewise ; for her mother's heart revealed the onnse 
to her ere she had yet descended from the carriage. 

But it was a sadder sight next evening, when the llttrfmd 
arrived at the castle from WoUin. He could not tike Ms 
eyes from the corpse. One while he kissed the infant, that 
fixed his eyes again upon his dead wife, and sighed ittd 
groaned as if he lay upon the rack. He alone MlpiMled 
Sidonia, but when she cried more than they all, afld IIMng 
her hands, exclaimmg, who would have pity on her niVy 
for her best friend lay there deadl and flung herself nfon 
the seeming corpse, kissing it and bedewing it with her 
tears, and praying to have leave to watch all night beMe 
* it, for how could she sleep in her sore grief and sorrow? 
the knight was ashamed of his suspicions, and even tried 
to comfort her himself. 

Then came the physicians out of Stargard And other 
places, who had been summoned in all haste, and they 
gabbled away, saying: '*It could not have been the broth, 
but puerperal fever." This at least was Dr. Hamster's 
opinion, who knew all along it would be a bad case. Indeed 
the last time he was at the castle visiting the mower's wife, 
he was frightened at the look of the poor lady. Still if they 
had only sent for him in time, this great evil could not have 
hMj^DCDed, for hiBpiUvis antispasmodicus was never known 
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SrsONIA THE SORCERESS. J^ 

to Mi', aqJ so he went on. cbatterlng, by nlijch one can 
see that doctors htiTe always been the some from that lime 
eves till now. 

Summa. — On tlie third day tlie poor Clara was liud in 
her coffin, and carried to ber grave, with sach weeping and 
lamentation of tbe moumera and bearers aa never had been 
heard till then. And all tbe noblca of tbe vicinage, with 
tbe kniglits and gentlemen, came to attend her fimeral at 
Saatzig Cathedral, for she was to he buried in this new 
chnrch joBt fioiahed by his Grace Duke Johann, and but one 
corpse had been laid in the vanlts before her.* 

But what does the devil'a eorceress do nowV She knew 
that tbe poor Clara would awake the next day (which was 
Sunday) about noon, and if any should hear her criea, her 
plans would he detected. Therefore, abont ten of tbe clock, 
she ran to Marcos, with ber hair all flowing down her 
ahoidders, saying, that he must let her away that very day 
to Zachow, for what would the world saj if she, a yonng 
nnniarried thing, should reniiuu here all alone with him in 
hia caatle? No; sooner would she swallow tiw bitter cup 
her father had left her than peril her name. Bat first, 
would ho allow ber to go and pray alone in the church? 
Siirely he wonid not deny her tliis. 

Thereapon the simple knight gave her instant leave: 
"Let her go and pray, in God's name. He himself would 
soon be there to hear the Heverend Dr. Wudargensia preach 
tbe faaeral sermon over his heart's dear wife. And afler- ■ 
service he would desire a carriage to be in readinega ta I 
convey her to Zachow." ' 

Then be called to the warder from the window, bidding 
him let Sidonia pass. So she went forth in deep mourning 
garments, glided throngh tbe castle gardens, and concealing 
herself by the trees, dipped into the chnrch without any one 
having perceived her; for the seston had left the door open 
fresh air, on account of the corpse. Then she 
stepped over to the little grated door near the altar, which 

~ down into the vault, and softly lifting it, stepped dowiV— 
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ilifiwing the door down again close over her head. Olara' 
i^nffin was Ij'ing beneath, and first she laid her ear on it itnd 
listened, but all was quite atill within. Then removing the 
pall, she Bat herself down upon the lid. Time passed, and 
still no sound. The sexton began to ring the bdl, and the 
people were assembling in the chnrch above. Soon the 
hymn commenced, " Now in peace the loved one deepeth," 
"and ere the first verBB had ended, a knocking waa heard in 
the cofGn, then a, cry: " Where am I? What brought me 
here? liCt me ont, for God's sake let me ontl 1 am not 
(lead. Where is my child? Where Js my good Marcos? 
Ahl there is some one near me. Who is it? Let me 
ontl let me out I" Then (oh! horror of horroral) thedevil'a 
harlot on her coffin, answered: "It is I, Sidonial this pays 
thee for acting the spy at Wolgast Lie there, and writhe 
till thon art stified in thy bioodl" Now tlie voice came 
again from the coffin, praying and beseeching, so that many 
times it went through her stony heart like a sword. And 
jost then the first verse of the hymn ended, and the voice 
of the priest waa heard asking the ford governor whether 
they should go and sing the remainder over the vault of hia 
dear spouse, for it was indeed snng in her honour, seeing 
she had been ever a mother to the orphan, and a holy, 
pious, and Christian wife; or, since the people all knew 
her worth, and mourned for her with bitter monmmg, should 
they aing it here in the nave, that the whole congregation 
might jom in ehoms?* 

To this the governor, in a loud yet monmful voice, gave 
answer — 

"Alas, good friends, do what you wiU in this sad case; J 
am content" 

Bat Sidonia, this devil's witch, was in a horrible frigl 
lest the priest would come up to the altar to sing the hym 
and BO hear the knocking within the coffin. ITowever t' 
devil protects his own, for, at that instant, many voie 
onlled ont — 

" Let the hymn be sung here, tbat we may all join to t 
honour or \\w blessed soul of the gooil lady." 
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And monmfally the second vei-se waa heard pefUing 
throngh the charch, from the lips of the whole congrogn- 
tioa, so that pooi- Gbi-a's groans were quite smothered. 
For, when the voice of her dear husband reached her ear, 
ebe had knockeii and cried out with all her Blrength — 

"MarcuBl Marcus I Alas, dear Lord, will you not come 
to mel" Then again — "Sidouia, by the .Teaa 
pray ihee have pity on me I Save me — save me — I am 
atlfiing. Oh, run for some one, if thou caast not lift the 
lid thyself I" 

But the devil made answer to the poor living corpse — 

"Doac tboQ take me for a silly fool like thyself, that 
should now undo all I have done?" 

And as the voice went on from the coffin, but feebler ant 
fainter — 

"Think on my husband — on my child, Sidoma!' 

She answered — 

" Didst thou think of that when, bnt for thee, I might 
have been a Duchcaa of Fomerania, and the proud mothev' 

a prince, in place of being as I now am. 

Then all became still within the coffin, and Sidonis. 
sprang up on it and danced, chanting the 109th paali 
and OS she came to the words — " Let none shew mercy to 
him; let none have pity on his orphans; let his poeterity be 
cnt off and his name be blotted out," there was a loud 
knocking again within the coffin, and a faiut, stifled cry — 
dyingl" then followed a gorgimg sound, and all.. 
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d many sioTuI osagea for this psAlm. Tha J 
1 new Teasel, pour^ a mixtnre at mnatard 
d water tbemn, and after lepeating tliiB psalm aver It fbr tbres 
e days, poored It ant befbro the door of theli enemy, u s 
naa to enaura bia deatractlAn. Id the middle agea monka 
were rreqarntlj obliged to repeat it In superstltloua cere- 
man ea, at ti e command of some powerfnl revengefnl man. And that 
its elScatv as ■onsdared aa something miniculouaiy powerful, even 
by tl e cvmigphcfll church, la proved by this exomple of Sidonio, who 
miulB frequent uio of this tcrriUe psalm in her sorceriea. oa onv one 
the records of the trial ir 
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became S^l. At that moment tbe congrBgatioD abo' 
raised the last verse of the hyranT — 



LuviDg lionda luive laid lier dois-n; 
'ITiere aha rfalelh, ealmly sleeping, 
Till an ongtl lifts tbe atonL-." 

But the sermon which now ibllowed she remembered her 
life long. It was on the tears, tbe soft tears of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesns Christ. And, as her spirit became 
oppressed by the silence ia the vaalt, now that all was etill 
within the coffla, she titled the lid lifter the exordiam, to 
see If Clara were indeed qnite dead. 

It was an easy matter to remove the cover, for the screws 
were not fastened; bnt — oh, God! what has she beheld? 
A sight that will never more leave her brain I The poor 
corpse lay all torn and disfignred from the writlungs in the 
coiHn, and a blood-vessel mast have burst at last to relieve 
her from her agony, for the blood lay yet warm on tba 
handa as she lifted the cover. But more horrible than all 
were the fixed glassy eyes of the corpse, staring immovably 
upon her, from which clear tears were yet flowmg, and 
blending with the blood upon the cheek; and, as if the 
priest above had known what was passing beneath, he 
exclaimed — 

"Ob, let us moisten onr conch with tears; let tears be 
onr meat, day and night. They are noble tears that do not 
fsJI to earth, but ascend op to God's throne. Vea, the 
Lord gathers them in his vials, like costly wioe. They arc 
noble tears, for if they till the eyes of God's chosen in this 
life, yet, in that other world, tbe Lord Jesus will wipe 
away tears from off all faces,. as tbe dew is dried by the 
morning sun. Oh, wondrons beauty of those eyes which 
are dried by the Lord Jesus! Oh, blessed eyesi Oh, san- 
cleor eyes. Oh, joyful and ever-smiling eyes!" 

She heard no more, but felt the eyes of the corpse ware 
upon her, and fell down like one dead beude tbe coffin; 
and Ulara'e eyes and tho sermon never lefl her brain J 
from that day, and often have tbey risen before her I 
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Bnt the Holy Spiiit bad yet a. greater torment i 
for her, if that were possible. 

For, after the sercnoD, a consistorinm wbb held 
chnrch upon a grievous sinoer named Trina Wolken, who, 
it appeared, had many times done penance for her unchaste 
life, bat bad in no wise amended. And she heard the 
priest asking — '"Who aocnseth thb woman?" To which, 
after a ahmt silence, a deep Bmail voice responded — 

" I accuse ber ; for I detected her in sin, and though 
I beaonght her nith Christian words to turn from her 
evil ways, and that I would save her from public ahame 
if she would so turn, yet she gave herself up wholly to 
the deyii, and out of revenge bewitched my best sheep, 
so tbtit it died the very day after it had brought forth 
a lamb. AiasI what will become of the poor Iambi Asi 
It was such a beautiful little Iambi'' 

When Marcus Bork, heard this, he t)egan to aob a1ond|j 
md each word seemed to run like a sharp deg^ 
through Sidooia'a heart, so that she bitterly repented he* 
evil deeds. And all the congregation broke out into lond 
weepng, and even the priest conlinaed, in a broken voice, 
to ask the sinner what she had to say to thia terrible 
accusation. 

Upon which a woman's voice was heard swearing, that 
all was a malignant he, for her accuser waa a aharaeless 
liar and open sinner, who wished to ruin her because she 
had refused his sou. 

Then the priest commanded the witnesses to be called, 
not only to prove the uncboatity bot also the witchcraft. 
And after this, she was asked if she could make g 
the loss of the sheep? No; she had no money. And 
people testified also that the harlot had nothing bat bi 
shame. Thereupon the priest rose up, and said- 

■'That she had long beeu notorious in Che Christian com- 
mnnion for her wicked life, and th.'kt all her penance and 
repentance having proved but falsehood and deceit, he was 
commissioned by the honourable consistorium, to pronounce 
upon her the solemn curse and aeotence of excommunication. 
For she had this day been convicted of strange and tecrilila 
crimes, ou the testii 
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ftm ha criled upon the whole Christian congregation 
ntjtiid lip "iJ li^teu to the wonh of the anathema, by which 
he pive over 'I'rina Wolken to the devi!, in the name of tho 
Alinighij' God." 

And US he spoke the cnrse, it fell word liy word upon 
tho hcnd of Sidonia, as if he were indeed pranouneing it 
»ver hereelf — 

"Dear Christian frieuda — Because Trina Wolken hath 
broken her baptismal vows, and given herself over to the 
. devil, to work all nncleanness with greediness; and though 
divera times admonished to repentance b; the chnrch, yet 
hath stiffened her neck in eoimption, and hardened her 
lieart in vnrighteouanc^, therefore we herewith place the 
said Triua Wolken under the hann of the excora muni cation. 
IIcncefoTtii she is a thing accursed — cast off from the com- 
ion of the church, and participation in the holy sacrgi- 
ta. Henceforth -ehe is given np to Satan for this life 
and the nest, nulosa the blessed Savioar reach forth bis 
hand to her as he did to the sinking Peter, for all things 
possible with God. And this we do by the power of 
the keys granted by Christ to his church, to bind and loose 
on earth as in heaven, in the name of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen." 

And now Sidonia heard distinctly the screams of the 
wretched sinner, as she was hunted oat of the chnreh, and 
all the congregation followed soon after, and then all was 
still above. 

Now, indeed, terror took such hold of her that she 
trembled tike an aspen leafi and the lid fell many times from 
her hand with great clatter on the ground, as she tried to 
replace it on the cuSn. For she had dosed her eyes, for 
fear of meeting the ghastly stare of the corpse again. At 
last she got it up, and tho corpao was covered; but she 
would not stay to replace the screws, only hastened onl 
the vault, closing tho little grated door after her, read 
the church door, which had no lock bnt only a latch, ai 
plnnged into the castle gardens to hide herself amongst " 
trees. 

Here she remained crouched for some hours, trying to 
recover her self-possession; and when she fonnd that she 
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inld weep as well aa ever when it pleaded ber, sbe set off Ibr 

le castle, aad met her conaiu Mai'ona with loud weeping 

kmentationa, entreating him to let hor go tbat iostaut 

Zaclioiv. Eat aod <3iink could she not (torn grief, though 
Bbe had eatoD nothing the whole morning. So the monm- 
fa! knight, who had himself risen from the table without 
eating, to hasten to his little motherless lainb, asked her 
where sbe had passed the mornmg, for he had not seen 
her iu the church? To which she answered, that she 
had sDok down almost dead on the altar-steps; and, aa 
he seemed to doubt her, she repeated part of the sennon, 
and spoke of the curse pronounced upon the girl, and 
told how she had remained behind in the church, to weep 
and praj alone. Upon which be exclaimed joyfully — 

"Now, I thank God, that my blessed spouse counselled me 
to take thee home with us. Ah I I see tbat thou hast indeed 
repented of thy sins. Go tby ways, then ; and, with God'a 
help, thou shalt never want a true and faithful friend while 
I live." 

He bid her also take alt his bUssed wife's wardrobe with 

her, amongst which was abrocadeddamaskwithcitronflowers, 

which she hod only got a year before ; item, her ahoes and ker- 

rbiefs: summa, alt that sho had worn, he wished never to 

them agun. And so she went awny Ui baste &om tho 

itle, al^r having given a. farewell kiss to the little mother' 
lamb. For though the evil aplrit Ghim, which she 
carried under her mantle, whispered to her to give tho 
little bastard a squeeze that would make him follow his 
mother, or to let him do so, she would not consent, but 
pinched liim for his advice till he squalled, though Marcus 
certainly conld not have heard him, for ho was attending 
Sidouia to the coach; but then the good knight was so 
at)sorbed ill grief that he had neither ears nor eyes for auy- 
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WOLVES TO liEUEWINKEL, AND 
AIM IN THE INN, WITH WHOM 
SHE GOES AWAT A SECOND TlUE BY NIQHT, 

Wfim SidonJa left Saatzig, the day was far advaocod, so 
that the good knight recommended her to stop at Dabcr 
that night with his blessed wife's mounung pareate, and, for 
this purpose, sent a letter bj hor to tbem. Also he gave a 
£ne one-year old foal in charge to the coacbman, who tied 
it to the aide of the carri^o; and Marcos bid him deliver it 
np safely to the pastor of Rehewinkel, his good friend, for 
he had only been keeping the yomig tiling at grass for him, 
and the pastor now wished it back — they mast, tjierefore, 
go by Rehewinkel. So tbcy drove away, bat many strange 
things happened by reason of this same foal; for it was so 
restive and impatient at being tied, that many times they 
had to stop and quiet it, lest the poor beast might get hart 
by the wheel 

This 80 delayed their jonmey, that evening came on be- 
fore they were out of the forest; and as the sun went down, 
the wolves began to appear in every direction. Finally, a 
pack of ten or twelve pnrsaed the carnage; and though the 
coachman whipped his horses with might and main, stiil the 
wolves gained on them, and stared np in thek faces, licking 
their jaws with their red tongnea. Some even were daring 
enoagfa to spring np behind the carriage, but finding nothing 
bnt tnmks, had to tnrable down again. 

This so terrified Sidonia that she screamed and shrieked, 
and, drawing forth a knife, cut the cords that bound the 
foal, which instantly galloped away, and the wolves afler it. 
How the carl drove now, thinking to get help in time to 
save the poor foal! bnt not so. The poor beast, in its 
terror, galloped into the town of Rehewinkel; and as the 
paddock is closed, it springs into the churchyard, the wolves 
after it, nnd runs into the belfry-tower, the door of which is 
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Now SiUonia scaitiely believed tlie knavi 
□ne of his comrades aside, and asked biu was it true, and 
wliere they came from. Upon wliich ha confirmed all that 
Jofaann bad said: "The devil had dlapei'scd the whole band, 
80 that obiy two were left with the captain, himself aud 
Konnemami; and they came iiom Niircnburg, where the 
master had been stiikmg a bargain with Kliaa von Wedel, 
for a town in Poland. The town was called Lembrowo, 
and thera wa^ a stately castle there, as grand almost as the 
caatle of old Dewitz at Daber. They were going this very 
night to Brachhauaen, to get gold from the old stiff-neck of 
Stargard, that so the bargain might be conclnded next day> 

This was a pleasant iLearmg foir Sidonia. She became 
more friendly, and said, "Ho could not blame her for (lonblr 
ing him, as he had deceived her so ofleii; still it was 
wonderfal how her heart clang to him throagh all. AVherc 
hod ho been ao long? and what had happened since they 
jiarted?" 

Hereupon ho auawercd — " That he could not speak ivhiln 
the people were nil going to and fro in the Jnu; bnt if she 
came oat with him (as the night was fine), they could walk 
down to tbe river-Bide, and he woold tell her all" 

Snrama, — She went with him, and they sat down upon 
the green grasa to discoorse, never knowing that the pastor 
of Rehemokel was hid behind the nest tree: for he h:td 
gone forth to lament over the loss of his poor foal, and sat 
tharo weeping bitterly. He had got it home to sell, that lie 
might buy a warm coat for the winter, which now he can- 
not do; therefore the old man had gone forth mournfully 
mto the claar night, thrown himself down, and wept. 

By this chance he heard the whole story from my knave, 
and related it afterwards to the old bargomaster in .'jtai-gnrd. 
it was as follows: — 

Some time after his flight fix)m Daber, a friend fi'om 
Stetthi told him that Dinnies von Kleist (the same who hud 
spoiled their work in the Uckermnud forest) had got a great 
fium of gold hi hia knapsack, and was off to his castle at 
Dame," while the rest were feastmg at Daher. This stno 
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had won by a wager from the Princes of Sasooy, Bran- 
denburg, and Meckleoborg. For he had bet, at table, that 
he would carry fire casks of Italian wine at once, and with- 
out help, up f^m the cellar to the dining^hall, in the castle 
of old Stettin. Duke Johanu refiised the bet, knowing hb 
man well, but the others took it np; opon which, after 
grace, the whole coble company stood up and accompanied 
him to the cellar. Here Dbnies took np a cask under each 
arm, anothei' is each hand by the pings, and a fifth between 
his teeth by the plug also; thus laden, he carried the five 
casks np every step from the cellar to the dining-hali. So 
the money was paid to him, as the lacqueys witnessed, and 
having put the same in bis knapsack, he set off for his castle 
at Dame, to give it to his father. And the knave went on: 
"" Atier I heard this news from my good friend, I resolved 
to set off for Dame and revenge myself on this strong os, 
^urn his castle, and take his gold. The band agreed; bat, 
woe, alasl there was one traitor amongst them. The fel- 
low was called Kaff, and I might well hare snspected him; 
for latterly I observed that when we were about any 
business, particularly church robbing, he tried to bo 
off, and asked to be left to keep the watch. Divers 
nights, too, as I passed him, there was the carl praying; 
and so 1 onght to have dismissed the coward knave at once, 
or he would have had half the band praying likewise before 
long; 

" In short, this arrant villain slips off at night from his 
post, jost as we had all set ourselves down before the castle, 
waiting for the dai'kest hoor of midnight to attack the foxes 
in their den, and betrays the whole business to Kleist him- 
self telling him the strength of the band, and how and when 
we were to attack him, with all other particulars. Where- 
upon a great lamentation was heard in the castle, and old 
Eleist, a little white-headed man, wrung his bands, and 
eeemed ready to go mad with fear; for half the retuners 
were at the annual fair, others far away at the coal-mines, 
and, finally, they could scarcely master in all ten fighting 
men. ^Besides this, the cistlo ibsso was filled with rabbish, 
though the old man had been bidding his sons, for the last 
year, to get it cleared) bnt iboy never miiwi*^ Viitt,^'4iSi» 
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knnvea. All lltia truublcd aUint Dliiiiic.; mightily; and 
ho walked up and down the hall, his eyes often rested on a 
piling which represeatcd the devil cutting off the head of 
a gambler, and flying with it ont of the window. 

"Again and again he looked at the picture, then called oat 
for a, hoond, atuck him under his arm, aud cat otf hb head, 
as if it had been only a dove; then he called for a calf 
from the Btall, pat it under his arm. likewise, and cut off the 
head. Then he asked for the mask which represented the 
dcril, aad which he had got from Stettin to frighten hia 
dissolute brothers, when they caroused too late over their 
cups. The yoang Johaun, indeed, bad sometimes dropped 
the wine-fla^ by reason of it, bnt Detloff still ran after the 
young maidens as much as ever, though even he had got 
fluch a fright that there was hope for his poor soul yet. So 
the mask was brought, and all the proper disguise to play 
the deril — namely, a yellow jerkin slashed with bkuk, a. 
red mantlQ, and a large wooden horse's foot. 

"When Dinnies beheld all this, and the man who played 
the devil inatructed him how to pat them on, he rajoicod 
greatly, and declared that now he alone could save the 
castle. I knew nothing of all this at the time," said 
Johann, "nor of the treason, neither did the band. Wo 
were all seated under a shed in the wood, that bad been 
built for the young deer in the winter time, and had stuck 
a lantern against the wall while we gamed and drank, and om' 
provider poured us ont large mnga of the best beer, when, 
just at midnight, we heard a report like a ckp of thunder 
outside, so that the earth shook wider ns (it was no thun- 
der-ctap, however, but an explosion of powder, which the 
tr^tor had laid down all round the shed, for we found the 
trace of it next Bay). 

" And as wa all sprang up, in sti'ode tho devil himself 
bodily, with bis horse's foot and cock's feathers, and a long 
calPs Vai, making the most horrible grimaces, and shakmg 
his long hair at ns. Fire came out of his month and 
nostrils, and roaring like a wild boar, he seized the tittle 
dwarf (whom you may remenil>cr, .Sidonia), tucked him 
nudor his arm like a cock — aud just as he was altering a 
corse over iia good gacue bwnc jntorropted — and cut his 
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nil righl. Tliere wore men iu tliere fi'om Stitrgaril, who 
B.iiJ they had brought gold for the young burgomaster. 

ManjI how my knavo jumped down from the carriage, 
and broBght Sidonla along with him, bidding Fraslii to 
stay and watch the thiuga. Bof, behold aa my knayo 
entered, six men aeiKed him, bonad him firmly, and hid 
bim Etc down quietly on a bench by the table, till his father 
aiTived. So he cursed and swore, but this wm no help to 
him, and when Sidonia saw that she had been decdreil 
again, she tried to slip ont and get to the caniage, bnt the 
men stopped her, saying nnleBs she wished a pair of liand- 
cuti^a on, she had better sit down quietly on another bench 
0|iposite Johann, And ahe asked in vain what all this 
meant. Item, my knaTC asked in vain, bat no one auawercd 
them. 

They had not long been waiting, when a carriiigo Btoppod 
before the door, more voices were heard, and alasl who 
should enter but the old burgoniBster himself, with Hog, 
Vito, Diaconusof St. Johns? And after them came the 
executioner, with six assistants heaiing a black coffin. 

My knave now tnmed as white as a corpse, and trembled 
like an aspen leaf; no word conld lie utter, bnt fell with 
his back cigainst the wall. Then a dead silence reigned 
throQghout the chamber, and Sidonia looked as white as her 
paramour. 

When, the assistants had placed the coiEn on the ground, 
the old father advanced to the table, and spake thus: — 
"Oh, thou fallen and godless child! thou thrice lost soul 
how often have I aonght to tnrn thee from ovil, and tmsled 
in thy promises; bnt in place of belter, thou hast groira 
worse, and wickedness has increased in thee day by day, as 
poison in the young viper. On thy infamous hands lie so 
many robberies, murders, and seductions, that they cannot 
Ije reckoned, I speak not of past years, for then truly the 
night would not be loog coongh to count thorn; 1 speak 
only of thy last deeds in I'olsnd, as old Elias Toa Wcdei 
related them to me yesterday iu Stai'gard. Deny, if thou 
darest, here in the face of thy licath ioi thy coffin, how 
thou didst join thygctf to the Lansi(a«iet9 in Poland, and 
then aloDg with (wo vllu fellawt) got entnuice into I^ombrowo, 
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telling tUc old castelkn. Eliaa von Weiiel, tijat tlion waat 
laboarcr, upon which ho took thee into his acrvice. But at 
m;:ht, thou (oh, wicked son I) dlilst rise up and beat the old 
l^lias almost nuto death, dcmaiiduig all his money, which, 
when he refosed, thou and thy robber vUlaina seized Mb cattle 
and hia horses, and drove them away with thee. Item, 
canst thou deny that on meeting the same old Elias at 
Norenherg by the hnnt in the forest, thoa didst mock him, 
and aak would he sell hia castle of Lcmbrowo in Poland, for 
thou wouldst bay it of hiia, seeiug thy father had promised 
ihee plenty of gold? 

" Item, canst thon deny having written me a threatening 
letter, declaring that if by this very night a hundred dollars 
were not sent to thee here at Bruchhsnsen, a red beacon 
Bhonld rise np from my sheejifolds and hams, which meant 
nothing else than that thou wonldst bum the whole good 
town of Stargard, for thou knowcst well that nil the sheep- 
folds and bams of the harghers adjoin one to the other? 
Canst thou deny this, oh thou lost son ? if so, deny it now." 
, Hero Johann began again with hia old knavery. Ho 
jept, and threw himself on the ground, crawUng ander the 
lablo to gel to his father^s feet, then howled forth, that he 
TOpented of his sina, and wonld lead a better life trniy for 
the future, if hia hai'd stem father wonld only forgive him 

Bnt Sidonia screamed aloud, and as the burgomaster in 
"b sorrow had not observed her before, he turned hia eyes 
W on her, and esclaimed; — "Woe, alas! thon godiess 
istf bast thou this noble maiden with thee yet? I thought 
a was at Soatzig, or perchance thou hast made her thy 
fe!" 
r llle. — "Alas, no; but he wonld marry her soon, to make 
fnends for the wrong he had done her." 

Hie — "This thou hast ten times promised, bat in vua, 
and thy sina have increased a hundredfold ; hecaase, '" 
all profligates, thon bast shunned the holy estate of 
mony, and preferred to wallow in the mire of unebastity, 

Iarith any one who foil iu the way of thy adulterous and 
fioentions eyes." 
, nie. — "Maal hia heart's deflroat faiber M(«!. 
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he would amend his evil life; anil, in proof of it, ict 
reverend deacon, M. Vitus, here present, wed him now in- 
stanlly to Sidonia." 

Hie. — •' It is loo !ate, I counsel thee rather to wed tliy 
poor Bonl to the holy Savionr, like the repentant thief on 
the cross. See — here ia a priest, and there is a coffin." 

Here the executioner broke in upon the old, deeply-afflicted 
father, telling him the coffin was too short, as, indeed, hi^ 
worship had totd him, but he would not believe the young 
man was so tall. Where conld he put the head? It must 
he stuck between his feet, or under his arm, cried out 
another. So some proposed one thing and some another, 
till a great uproar arose. 

Upon which, the old mourning father cried out — 

"Do yon want to break my heart? Is there not tiino 
enough to talk of this after?" 

Then heturnedagain tohia profligateson, and asked him — 

" Woaid he not repent, and take the holy body and blood 
of onr Lord and Saviour .Tesns Christ, as a passport with 
iiim on this long journey? If so, let him go into the little 
room and pray with the priest, and repent of his sins ; there 
was yet time." 

file. — "Alas, ho had repented already. What had ha 
ever done so wicked, that his own bodily father should thirst 
after his blood? The courts were all closed, and law or 
justice could no man have in all Fomerania. What wouder 
then if club-law and the right of the strongest should 
obtain iu all places, as ia the olden time?" 

Hie — "That law and justice had ceased iuthe land was, 
alas! but too troe. However, he was not to answer for 
this, bnt his princely Grace of Stettin, And because they 
bad ceased in the land, was he, as an upright magistrate, 
called upon to do his duty yet more sternly, even though 
the criminal were his own bom son. For the Lord, the 
jast Judge, the Almighty and jealous God, called to him 
daily, from his holy word — 'Ye shall not .jspeot persons 
in judgment, nor be afraid of the face of man, for the judg- 
ment is God V" Woe to the land's prince 
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CCiiiEliIered this, bot compelled him, the miserable judge, 
Bteep his Tiither's hands in the blood of hU owa sou. Bat 
ngbteoDS Abraham coaqnered throagh faith, becanse he wm 
obedient unto God, and bound hiB own innocent Mn npon 
the altar, and drew forth his knifo to slay him. Therefore 
}ie too woQld conqner throngh faith, if he bonnd hJa ffvilty 
son, and drew out the aword against him, obedient to the 
words of the Lord. Thorefore, let him prepare himself for 
death, and follow the priest into the adjoining little 
chamber." 

When Johann found that his father codd in no wise be 
softened, be began horribly to curse him and the honr of hia 
birth, so that the hoii' of all who heard him stood on end. 
And he called the devil to help him, and adjnred him to 
_ come and carry away this fierce and annatnral fatbci*, who 
as more blood-thirsty than the wild beasts of the foreat — 
ir who had ever heard that they murdered their own blood ? 

"Come, devil," he sorearaod; "come, deril, and tear 

s bloodthirsty monster of a father to pieces before my 
^es, BO will I give myself to thee, body and soull Hearest 
JSion, Satan I Come and destroy my lather, and all who 
_gaayB here come out to mnrder me, only leave me a Uttle 
while longer in this life to do thy service, and then I am 
thine for eternity I" 

Now all eyes were turned in fear and horror to the door, 
bat no Satan entered, for the jnst God woold not permit 
it, else, methinks, he wonid have run to catch such a 
morsel for hia supper. However, the old man trembled, 
and seemed dwindling away into nothing before the c}'' 
the by-ataoders, as his "son uttered the cnrse. But he 
recovered, and laying his quivering hands upon the head of 
the impreoator, broke forth into loud weeping, while ha 
prayed thus — 

" Oh, thou just and Almighty God, who bringeat the 
devices of the wicked to nought, close thine ears against this 
horrible corse of my false son, remember thine own word- 
'Into an evil soul wisdom cannot enter, nor dwell in 
subject unto sin.'* Thou alone canst make the sinful 



1 



i 

a m 

a 

1 in a body ^^B 

sinful Bont ^^^t 



wise anil the body of eiii a temple of tho Holy Ghost. Oh, 
Lord Jesua Christ, hast thou no drop of living water, no 
crumb of strengtlioniiig manna for this ginfal a.nd foolbli 
aoal? Hast thou no glance of thy holy eyes for thia 
denying Peter, that he may go forth and weep bitterly? 
Hast thou DO word to stitke the heart of this dying thief — 
of thia lost son, who, here bound for death, has cnrsed hia 
own father, and given himself up, body and soul, to the 
enemy of mankind? Oh, blessed spirit, who comest and 
goeat as the wind, enter the heavenly temple, which ia yet 
the work of thy hands, and make it, by thy presence, a 
temple of tho Moat Highl Oh, Lord God, dwell there but 
one moment, that so in his death-anguish he may feel the 
sweetness of thy presence, and the heaven-high comfort of 
thy promise! Oh, thou Holy Trinity, who hast kept my 
steps from falling, through so much care and tronble, 
through so much shame and disgrace, through so much 
watching and tears, and e^en now through these terrible 
curaea of my son, come and say Amen to this my last 
blessing, which I, poor father, give him for his curse. 

"Tea, Johiinn, the Lord bless thee and keep thee in the 
death hour. The Lonl shed his gi'ace on thee, and give 
thee peace in thy last agonies! 

"Yea, Johann; the Lord bless thee and keep thee, , 
and give thee peace npon earth, and peace above the earth 1 
Amen, amen, amen I" 

'When the trembling old man had so prayed, many 
wept aloud, and his son trembled hkewise, and followed the 
piieat, silently and humbly, into the neighboarmg chamber. 

Then the old man turned to Sidonia, and asked, why 
she had loft her worthy couaiu Marcus of Saatzig? 

Upon which s^ie told him, weeping, how his son had 
deceived her, in order to got her once more into his power, 
in order that he might rob her, and all she wanted n ow 
was, to lie let go her way in peace to her (arm-hoaBeB_j^ 
Zachow. 

But this the old man refused. 

"No; this must not be yet. She was a 
his o(vn son, and needed an esample 
Not a step should she move till his head n 
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And, fur thu purpose, be bid tn-o burghers seize bold of 
by ihe hands, and cairy hfi to the Koffold when the 
going to take place. The grave 
ijnMrly ready no^. which he bade tliem dig in a 

chorch-jard close h^, and he had ordered a car-load of 
'^axi likewise, to tie laid down there, for the ex^cotiiHi ehonlii 
"'[e place in the church-yard. 

Meanwhile the poor criminal has come ont of the inner 
chamber with M. Vitas, and going np to the bench wbere 
tbe poor isthcr had Bunk down exhansted by emotion, be 
flingH himself at hb feet, eEclaiming, with the prodigal son 
in the parable — 

"Father, I have sinned before heaven and in thy sight, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son 1" 

Then he kissed his feet, and bedewed them with lis 

Now the lather thonght thia was all pretence as formeiiy, 
gave no answer. Upon wliich the poor sinner rose 
and reached his hand to each one in the chamb^v pray- 
ing thetf lorgivenesa for all the evil he bad done, but Fhich 
ho was now gomg to expiate in )iis blood. Item: he 
advanced to Sidonia, aghing — 

" Would not she too forpve him , for the love of Gftd? 
Woe, alas 1 She bad more to forgive than anyone; bat 
wonld not she give him her pardon, for some comfort 
this last joomey; and so wonld he bear her remembrance 
"" fore ^e throne of God?" 

'But Sdonia paabcd away bis hand. 

"He shonld be ashamed of such old-womani$h weak- 

Did he not see that his father waa only trying 

frighten him? For were be in earnest, then were 

crnd even than her own nnnatural father, who, 

igh he had only left her two cabins in Zachow, 

all hi^ great I'iches, yet hod left her. at least, her poor 

life.*- 

Ilercnpoa the poor sinner made answer — 
"Sot so; I know my father; he is not cmel, wi 
docs 13 right; therefore I willingly die, tmsting 
bIcMod Sitviour, whose body will sanctify my body 
grave. For, had t committed no (Aiive bVo, ^tA> "Ct^K 
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iittei^ JQst now 13 alone sufficient to m&ko me worthy a 
death, as it is written — 'He that curaetli father or mother 
flhaJl swelj bo pot to death.''* 

When the oU man heard anch like words, he resolved to 
put hb son's sincerity to the test, for truly it Beemed to 
him impossible that the Almighty God should so snddcnly 
mako the crooked stmight, and the dead to live, and a child 
of heaven out of a child of hell. Se ho spake — 

"Thy repentance aeemeth good unto me, my son, what 
sayeat tliou? will it last, think you, if I now bestow thy 
life on thee?" 

Hereat Sidonia laughed aloud, exclaiming — 

"Said I not right? It was ail a jeat of thy dear 

But the poor sinner would not turu again to his wa1h>W' 
ing in the mire. He sat down upon a bench, covering his 
face with his hands, and sobbed aloud. At last be an- 
swered — 

"Alas, father, life is sweet and death is hitter; but smce 
the Holy Spirit hath entered into me, with the body of otir 
Lord, I say, death is sweet and life is bitter. No; off with 
my headi 'I find a law In my members warring agaJnat 
the law of my spirit, and making me a prisoner under the 
law of sin;'" for if I see my neighhonr rich and I am 
poor, then the demon of covetousness rises in me, and my 
fingers itch to seize my share. Or, if the foaming; flask is 
before me, how can I resist to drwn it, for the spirit of 
gluttony is witliin me? Or, if I see a maiden, the blood 
throbs in my veins, and the demon of lust has taken pos- 
session of me. ' Oil, wretched man that I am, who will 
dehVer me from the body of this death?' You will, dearest 
father. You will release me from this life, as yon onco 
gave it to me, for it is now a life in death. Ah 1 shew 
mcroyi Come quickly, and release me from the body of 
this death I" 

When he ceased, the old mau sprang up like a youth, 
and pressing his lost son to his heart, sobbed forth like him 
of the gospel — 
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"Oh, friends, seel 'This, my sod, wm dead, but I 
alive again; ha was lost, and is fonncl.' Yea, yea, see all 
that nothing is irapossiblo with GoiL Oh, thou Holy 
Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now, I have BOthiug 
more to ask, bnt that I too may soon be released from 
the body of this death, and go forth to meet my new- 
found son amidst the bright circle of the Holy jVngels." 
Then the son answered — 

"Let rao go now, father. See, the morning dawn 

shines already through the window, so hath the loving 

mercy of my Giod come to me, who sat in darkness and 

the shadow of death. Farewell, father; let mo go now. 

Away with this head in the clear early morning light, so 

that my feet be fixed for evermore upon the path to peace." 

And so speaking, he seized M. Vitus by the hand, who 

was sobbing loudly, aa well as most of the bm'ghers, anil 

the executioner with his assistants bearing the coffin were 

gobg to follow, when the old man, who had suuk down upon 

^ bench, called back his son, though he had already gone 

But at the door, and prayed the executioner to |pt him stay 

Hie little while longer. For he remembered that his son 

Iphd a welt npoQ his neck, and he most see whether it 

would interfere with the sword. Woe, woe! if he should 

have to strike twice or thrice before the head felll 

So the execntioner removed the neck-cloth from the poor 
sinner (who, by the great mercy of God, was stronger than 
any of them), and having felt the welt, said — 

"No; the welt was close np to the head, but he would 
Cake the neck in the middle, as indeed was his usual cna- 
His Worship may make his mind quite c.isy; ho 
d stake his life on it, that the head wonid fall with the 
This was his one hundred and fiftieth, and he 
r yet had failed." 

hen the unhappy criminal tied his cravat on again, took 
I Vitus by the hand, and said — 

"Farewell, my father; once more forgive mo for all that 
_ lave douol" 
After which he went out qolckly, withoat wwting to hear 
>rc from his father, and the executioner followed J 
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Meanwhile, thn afflictecl father was Eoro troubled 
inioJ. Three tiraea ha repeated the text — " Ye si 
respect persona in jadgmeat, nor be Eifraid of the face of 
man, foe the judgment ia God'a." Then he called npoa God 
to for^ve the prince, who, by takbg away law and justice 
from the land, hod obliged him to be the judge and con- 
demner of his sou. How the Lord dealt with the prince 
WB shall hear further on. One while he ?ent mine hoat to 
look over the hedge, and tell him if the head were off yet. 
Then he would begin to pray that be might soon follow this 
poor son, who had never given him one moment of joy but 
through hia death, and pass quickly alter him through the 
vale of tears. 

The son, however, ia steadfast nnto the end. For when 
they reached the church-yard, he stood still a while gazing 
on the heap of sand. Then he desired to bo led to the spot 
where his grave was dug; and near this same grave there 
being a tombstone, on which was figured a man kneeling 
berore a crucifix, ho. asked — 

" Who wSs to share his grave-bed here ?" 

Wherenpon M, Vitus replied — 

" Ho was a rector sckolte out of Stargard, a very 
learned man, who had retired from active life, and set- 
tled down here at Bruchhansen, where he died not long 

Whereat the poor sinner stood stilt a while, and then 
repeated this beautiful distich, no doubt by the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, to warn all learned sinners against 
that demon of pride and viun-gloiy, which too often takes 
possession of them. 

" Quid juTLit innameros eiAte alquo evolvere ci 
Si fadanda fu^ tt filgienda fiidis ?" ■ 

Then he looked calmly at bis grave, and only praycifl 
cxeentioner not to pnt his head between his feet; i 
which he returaod to the sand-heap, and exclanaed— 

"Now to God I" 

Upon which, M. Vitus blessed him yet again, 
^ake — 

*"Whtttia tliBUScofknowlcdgiA, und all our iiillnllu Icsam 
If Ko % what ia rieUti wmI iIo wliat wo uujjhl to (iy ?" 



r 



31 

Oh, tjod, Father, who h$st brought bsck this lost son, 
and filled tbis foolish bodI with wisdom ; ah, Jeaua, Savioor, 
who, in tnith. hast tamed thy holy eyes on him as on the 
denying Peter, and on the dying thief. Oh, Holy Spurit, 
who has not scorned to make this poor vessel a temple for 
thyself to dwell in, that in the death-angnish this sinner 
may find the sweetness of thy presence, and the heaven- 
high comfort of thy promises! Oh, thou Holy Trinity — to 
thee — to thee — to thee — to thy gi'aoe, thy power, thy pro- 
tection, we resign this dying mortal in his last agonies. 
Help him. Lord Gfldl K^ie Eleison/ Give thy Holy 
Angels command to bear this poor sonl into Abraham's 
bosom. Oh, come. Lord Jesas; help him, oh, Loi-d onr 
God. Ki/rie Eldson! Amen.'" 

And herODpon he pronounced a last ble^iug over him. 
And when the executioner took off his npper gai-raent, 
and bound the kerchief over his eyes, M, Vitus again 
«pake — 

"Think on the holy martyrs, of whom Basilios Magnus 
itifies that they exclaimed, when undressing ibr their 
-Non vatea examw, seel velei'em kotninem deponi- 

f Upon which he answered (rora nnder the kerchief some- 
' ' 1 Latin, but the cxecntioner had laid the cloth so 

Uckly even ovor his month and chin, that no one coukl 
ich the words. Then he kneeled dow-n, and while the 
Ecntioner drew hia Bword, M. Vitns cbauetcd — 
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Will 



Ticn my lipa no more can speak, 
May thy spirit in me ay, 

my eyes are fEilnt and wi'al;, 
' my soul sea hfaveii nigli 1 



■' When my houit la Bore cUsmB. 

This dying tmmo lias losl ita alrenglli, 
Blay my spirit, with tliy aiil, 
Cry — ilesu take mc hume nt kngtlil" 

And all who stood round saw, as it were, a wonderful ^ 
figD from God; for, as the executioner let the sword fall, 
bend and sun appeared at the same raomont — the head J 
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upoD the nai'tli, ihc sun aboTC the cortlii and there 
deep ailonce. Sidonia alone laughed out load, a.ad cried — 
"So ends the converaion !" And while the psnim was 
Binging — " Now. pray we to the Holy Ghost," the execu- 
tioner acting as clerk, she dUappeared, and for thirty years, 
na wc fihall hear presently, no one could o^ertaia where she 
went to or how she lived; though sometimes, like a horrible 
ghost, she was seen occasionally here and there. 

Snmmii, — The miserable criminal was laid in his coffin^ 
and as, in truth, it was too short for the corpse, aud the 
poor sinner had requested that his bead might not bo placed 
between his feet, eo it was laid upon his chest, with his 
hands folded over it, and thus he was buried, 

The old father rejoiced greatly that his son remained 
steadfast in the trath nntil the last, and thanked God for 
iC Then he returned to Stargard; and I may jast men- 
tion, to conclude, concerning him, that the merciful God 
heard the prayer of this his faithful servant, for he scarcely 
survived his son a yeai", but, after a short illuess, fell ' 
in Jesus."^ 
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I HAVE swd that Sidoaia disappeared after the execution at 
Bruchhausen, and that for thirty years no one knew where 
ebe lived or bow she lived. At her farm-honse at Zachow 
she never appeared; but the Acta Crminaiia set forth that 
during that period she wandered about the towns of Freien- 

' For fiirtUcr particulare coiicumiiig fliia truly worth? man, who 
nmj- well be cnUed the PomcraHinn Manlius, — aea Friedoborn, 
Utscripliott of Old Stettin, yo\. a. f. US; and Uactlioia, PanKraniiin 
Sittury, pp. 16, 119, 
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waW, Rogenwald, Stargai-J, and other plaeoj, in company 
with Peter Konnemaim, and divers other knares. 

However the ducal prosecutor, jtlthoiigh he instituted the 
strictest inquiries at the period of her trial, could ascertain 
nothing beyond this, except that in conaeqaenoe of her evil 
habits and licentious tongne, she was held OTeiywhere in 
fear and abhorrence, and was chased away from every place 
she entered after about sis or eight o'clock. Further, that 
some misfortune always fell upon every one who had dealmgs 
with her, particularly young married people. To the said 
Kounemann, she betrothed herself after the death of herfir^t 
paramour, but afterwards gave him My florms to get rid 
of the contract, as she confessed at the seventeenth question 
npon the rack, according to the 4c(m Lothmanni. Meantime 
her brothers and cousiua were so completely turned against 
her, that her brother even took those two farm-honses to 
himself; and thongh Sidonla wrote to him, begging that au 
annuity might be settled on her, yet she never received a 
line in answer — and this was the mannei- m which the 
vhole cOQsinhood treated her in her despair and p4f erty. 

I myself made many inqniriea as to her mode of life 
dnring those thirty years, but in vain. Some said that she 
went into Poland and tbera kept a little tavern for twenty 
years, some had seen her living at Rugen at the old wall, 
where in heathen times the goddess Hertha was honoured. 
Some s^d she went to Biiden, a little nninliabited iskud 
between Riigen and Usdom, where the wild geese and 
other birds flock in the moulting season and drop tiieii' 
feathers. Thence, they s^d, she gathered the ogga, and 
killed the birds with dabs. At least this was the story of 
the Usdom fishermen, bat whether it were Sidonia or aomo 
other outcast woman, I cannot in strict verity declare. 
Only in Treienwald did I hear for certain, that she lived 
there twelve years with some carl whom she called her 
ehield-k-night; bat one day they (quarrelled, and beat each 
other till the blood flowed, after which they both ran oat of 
the town, and went different ways. 

Snmma. — On the 1st of May, 1592, when the witches 
gather in the bracken to hold thar Walpurgis night, a 
the princely castlo of Wolgast was well eauvdfti <i\aMi 
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evil one by white and black crosses placed on every door, 
an old wrinkled hag was seen about eight o'clock of the 
morning (jost the time she had returned from the Blocks- 
berg, according to my thinking), walking slowly up and 
down the great corridor of the princely castle. And the 
providence of the great God so willed it, that at that 
momen|i the young and beautiful Princess Elizabeth Magda- 
lena (who had been betrothed to the Duke Frederick of 
OourlandX opened her chamber-door, and slipped forth to 
pay her morning greetings to her illustrious father, Duke 
Ernest and his spouse, the Lady Sophia Hedwig of Bruns- 
wick, who sat together drinking their warm beer,* and had 
sent for her. 

So the hag advanced with much friendliness, and cried 
out, '* Hey, what a beautiful young damsell But her lord 
papa was called ' the handsome ' in his time, and wasn't 
she as like him as one egg to another. Might she take her 
ladyship's little hand, and kiss it?" Now as the hag was 
bold in her bearing, and the young Princess was a thnid 
thing, s^ feared to refuse; so she reached forth her hand, 
alas! to the witch, who' first three times blew on it, mur- 
muring some words before she kissed it, then as the young 
Princess asked her who she was and what she wanted, the 
evil hag answered: '*I would speak with your gracious 
father, for I have known him well Ask his Princely Grace 
to come to me, for I have somewhat to say to him." Now 
the Princess, in her simplicity, omitted to ask the hag's 
name, whereby much evil came to pass, for had she told 
her gracious father that SIDONIA vrished to speak to him, 
assuredly he never would have come forth, and that fatal 
and malignant glance of the witch would not have fallen 
upon him. 

However, his Serene Grace, having a mild Christian 
nature, stepped out into the corridor at the request of his 
dear daughter, and asked the hag who she was, and what 
she wanted. Upon this, she fixed her eyes on him in silence 
for a long while, so that he shuddered, and his blood seemed 

• Before the introduction of coffee or chocolate, warm beer was in 
^neral use at breakfast. 
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I to torn to ice in his veins.* At kst she spake: "It is a H 



to torn to ice in his veins.* At kst she spake: 
strange diing, truly, that your Grace should no longer 
remember the maiden to whom you onee promised marriage." 
At this his Grace recoiled in horror, and exclaimed: " Ha, 
Sidooial but how you are changed," "Ah I" she answered 
with a scornfal langh, " you may well tiiomph, now that 
my cheek is hollow, and my heauty gone, and that I have 
come to yon for justice against my own brother in Stramehl, 
who denies me even the means of Bubaistcnce — yon, who 
bronght me to thia pass." 

Upon which his Grace answered, that her brother was a 
sahject of the Dnke of Stettin, Let her go then to Stettiir, 
and demand justice there. 

Ilia, — " She had been there, bat the Duke refused to see 
her, and to her request for a priebaida in the court of 
Mf^enfliesa had returned no answer. She prayed bis Grace, 
therefore, oat of old good friendsfaip, to take np her cause, 
and nse his loflueoce with the Lord Duke of Stettin, to 
obtain the prcsbenda for her, also to send a good scolding to 
her brother at Stramehl nndar his own hand." 

Now my gracioua Prince was 30 anxious to get rid of 
ber, that he promised everything she asked. Whereupon 
Hbe wonld kiss his hand, but he drew it back shuddering, 
upon which she went down the great castle steps again, 
tnnrmnring to herself. 

But her wickedness soon came to light; for mark: — 
Boaroely a few days bad passed over, when the boautifal i 
joong Princess was pos^ased by Satan; she rolls herself 
opoo the ground, twists and writhes her hands and feet, 
speaks with a great coarse voice lil;e a common carl, blas- 
phemes God and her parents; and what was more wouder- 
fiil than all, her throat swelled, and when they laid their 
hand on it, something living seemed creeping np and 
down in it. Then it went up to her month, and her 
tongue swelled so, that her eyes seemed startmg from their 
sockets, aud the gracioas young lady became fearful to look M. 

" Thiabelii'f in the wilchcraft of a glHiwe, w«6 very gBiwnJ dBlJB 
p wilcJi pariod. And even tho indents ao6ce it (Plicf , BiA' *' 
K S), nlso AuL Gell. Noct AHlc. ia. 4 ) uid Tii^l Sdlog, a~ 
"w gtaoueiif a woman wlthdoohle papUaT(W?i"'^^^-^~ *" 
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Item. — Tbcn slio began to apeak Laliu, thongii slio 
never learned thia tongue, wberenpon many, and in part'icnlBT 
Mag. Micbael Aspiua, the court chaplain (for Dr. Gerscho- 
vioa was long since dead) pronoanced that Satan himeelf 
verily miut be in the maiden." Thia was folly proved on 

* The anclenla name three dislinguiahing maria of demoniacat pos- 

lit, When the patient blasphemies Guil, and csunot repeat t]ie lead- 
ing articlea o( ba Cbristiaa belief. 

3d, When bo foretellB erenla vhich afCerwards come In pass. 

3d, When be epcaka in a sttanga toBgae, which it can be proved ho 
iwver 1earD«d. 

Now the aanmanibulists of our day (nKl the second and third 
oarulitioni without dispulE; and some an^uuct fur tho diTining power, 
by aajing, It Is the affect of the increased activity of the soul. Tboy 
bIbci osBerC that the pat[cnt speaka in a strBngc tongue only when the 
nutgnetiser with whom he is in «t rapport, understands thu tongna 
hinu«lf| and the patient speaka it bucauw all the tliouglits, feelinga, 
words, &C. of the operator become his— in abort, their sonls Ijecoma 
one. 'litis explanation, Iiowever, is T«>y inipn>l>ah1e, and has not 
been conArmed by iacU; for the phenomenon of speaking in a etraogB 
tongue oftffii appears beforo a peribct tappart haa beeo obtained lie- 
twaen the patient and the operator. Indead, Peellns gives on instance 
to aiiow that it ia not erea at all necessary, (fsellus lived nboat the 
elevenOi century, and wrote De Operaliimc DterHintm, also De 
Mgitiriii JEgyptianatt, his works ara very remarfcablu and well worth 
a pemsaL) He atatea, that a tdck woman all at once began to speak 
in a Btrat^ and barbarous longua no one had ever heard before. At 
lost some of the woraoa about her brought an Armenian magician to see 
her, who instantly found that she spoke Armenian, though she had never 
in her lift beheld one of that nalioru PaelluB describes him aa an 
old lean wrinkled man. He acted quite difierently from our modem 
magnetisers, for be never sought to place t^'"'^'^ 'f sympathetic reUUon 
witli her by passes or tooches; on the contrary, he drew his sword, 
and placing himself beside tho bed, began uttering the moat harsh and 
cruel words he could think of in the Armenian tongue (acriler con- 
tieiatia at). The woman retmted in the Armenian tongue likcwjso, 
and tried to get out of bed to fight with iiim. Then the barbarian 
grew as if mad, and endeavoured to slab her, upon which she shrunk 
bock terrified and trembling, and soon fell into a deep sioep.^ Pselhia 
sccma to have witnessed this, for lie aays the woman was wife to hia 
eldest biother. Aa further regards demoniacal imssession, the New 
TeaUment is foil of examples thereof; and though in the last century, 
the reality of the fact was assailed, yet Fmax Msj-er baa again defen- 
ded it with arguments that cannot be ovorthrowo. Eemarknblo 
' n In modern times we find in the Did'ukaUa, 
■ SillPTj 0/ Satanic 
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I following Sunday; for during divine servico in 
ni'cb of Saint Peter, the yonng Princess was carried 
n a litter and laid dowu before the altar, ivhercnpon she 
ramenced nttering horrible blasphemiea, and mooting tlie 
Iblj prayer in a. coarse bass voice, while she foamed and 
violently, that eight men could scarcely hold her 
1 her bed. Whereat the whole Christian congregatiou 
Vers admonished to pray to the Lord for this poor maiden, 
that slie might be heed from the devil within her; and 
duriog the week, all priesU throaghout the land were com- 
manded to offer np prayers day and night for her princely 
Grace. Bat on Sundays, all the people were to uoite in 
one common supplication to the throne of grace, for the like 
object. 

And it seemed, after some weeks, as if God had heard 
r prayers, and commanded Satan to leave the body of 
bio yoong maiden, for she had now rest for fourteen days, 
.3 able to pray again. Also her rosy cheeks began 
> bloom once more, so that her parents were filled with 
ty, and resolved to bold a thank festival throughout the 
Wd, and receive the holy sacrament in St, Peter's chorcb 
Hth their beloved daoghter. 

But what happened? For as the godly discourse had 
ended, and their Graces stepped to the altar to make a rich 
offering on the plate which lay upon the little desk, free of 
approach from all sides, my koavo Satan has again begun 
his work Truly, he waited with cunning till her Grace 
had swallowed the sacrament, that his blasphemies might 
seem more horrible. And this was the way he manifested 
mseli: 

fter the court marshal and the castellan had laid 
u a black velvet carpet, embroidered in gold with the 
Vomeianian and Brandenburg arms, for their Graces to 
•1 upon, they took another black velvet ciotb, on wiiich 
_ i holy supper was represented embroidered in silver, to 
^d before their Graces like a serviette, while they received 
e blessed elements. Then advanced the priest with the 
, hut scai'cely bad the gracious young Pria 
jprallowed the same, when she uttered a loud cry and 
Bkwards with her head upon iha geoutii, >N'«i«. ^ 
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Mod M in h^r t>>nt iE might have melted the heart of & 

So M. Aspina bnde the organ cease, and tlion pluc^il tho 
pang lurfy upon a seat, after which he called upon their 
Graces, and the whole congregation, to join him in olfering 
np a prajer. Then he solemnly adjured the evil spirit to 
oone out of her: it, however, had grown so daring, that 
it only langhed at the priest; and when asked where it 
hid heen for so long, and in particnlor where it had lain 
while tho Jesii bride was wedded to her Holy Savionr in 
the blessed sacrament, it impatiently answered, that it bad 
lain under bur tongue; many kttavos might lie under ft 
bridge nhiki an honourable seignenr passed overhead, and 
why Bhoulil not it do the like? And hero, to the iiuapcak- 
ftUo horror of tlie whole congregation, it seemed to move 
vp Hul down !d the chest and throat of the youn^ Pnncess, 
ilk» «oino animal. 

Dot lh« loiig'SHfferiog of God was now at an end, for 
white lb« Hnvorond Dr. Aspias was talking himself weary 
with mDnnttlons, and gaining no good by it, for the evil 
»tfM% Oiily mdcked and jeered him, crying, "Look at tho 
in \unua how he sweats, maybe it will help as much as 
bb vlMltcring over the wine," and who should enter thu 
riiMftth (lenl no doubt by the all-merciful God), bat the 
Kvvvr»uit I'r. Joel, rrofessor at Grypawaid, for he had 
)uMid buw this lusty Satan had taken possession of tha 
pfiuwly mkiilaii. When tho devil saw him, he began to 
ir«u)U» thnniith all the limbs of the yonn^ Princess, and 
»\«MllMil in l.»lln: " Consummatum est,"' For this Dr. 
iVvif) WW a |ti>wi»'l\il man, and learned in all the cunning shifts 
•jf ^ tttvii-IMtny, liaving many times disputed de Jfo^u.f 
Nv« wImw ho advanced to the young Princess, and saw 
h>^w tto vvU •f4rlt ran np and down her poor Jorm, like a 
ul^>Mw bl A wot. ho was filled with horror, and removing 
hk hUi MoUlomi without taking much heed of his Latin ; 
■■iWtMMntutWfMTnrnnV." Upon which the devil, in a 
dvtf' Imi* vs»lt«. wrreototl him, crying, " Bic peceatrkii, 

" U.l»o««. t(V>n<cliiT»fl.Bfeflar(SoI<nr. 2, 415. 
I 'WmlsrA to wa^ultn^ P*etalridi nimininc, 
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HowOTCT, Sfttan himself ftlt that liis hotir had come; for 
when Doctor Joel laid hia hand upon the maiden, and re- 
pented a ponerfid adjuration from the Olavicida Stilomonis, 
Satan immediately promised to obey, if ho were allowed 
take away the oblation- cloth which lay upon the desk. 
lUe, — " What did he want with the oblation- cloth?" 
Satauas. — " There was a coin in it which vexed him." 
I11& — "What coin conld it be? and wherefore did it vex 

Sfttanaa — " He would not say." 

lUe. — (Adjures him again.) 

Satanas. — " Let him have it, or he would tear the young 

maiden lo pieces." And here he began to foam and 

so horribly, that her eyes turned iu her head, and sho 

.gnashed with her teeth, so that father and mother had tc 

theu" eyes not to see her great agony. WherenpoD 

ictor Joel bent down and wrote with his finger upon her 

iBt the Tctragrammaton,* crying out; — ■ 

Away, thou noclcan spirit, and give plaae to the Holy 

thostl" 

Upon which the young maiden sank down aa r|niet as n 

and the oblation -cloth, which lay upon the desk, 

rhirled round of itself in the middle of tlie church with 

Lt noiae and clatter, aa if seized by a storm-'wind, and 

money therein was all scattered about the church, so 

ttftt the old wives who sat upon the benches fell down 

upon the floor, right and len, to try and catch it. 

Great horror and amazement now filled the whole con- 
gregatloD; yet aa some had -expressed an opinion that the 
yonng Princess was only afflicted by a sickness, and not 
possessed at all, Doctor Joel thonght it needful to admonish 
them in the following words: — 

"Those wise persons who, tbrsooth, would not credit 
such a thing as Sntanic possession, might see now of a 
trnlh, by the oblation-cloth, that Satan bodily had bocB 
amongst them. He know there were many such wise knaves 
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U employed \iy the TheurgialB in all their moit powerful 
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in tlw oliarcb ; therefore let them liolif their tODgne for evo'- 
xnovc, pad remember that sacfa aign^ had been permitted 
bofurv of UotI, to testify of the real bodily prcscace of the 
devil. Kxamplc (Matt. viiL): where, on the command of 
<!^rist, a iegioa of devils went into the swine of the Gerga- 
HODDs; so that these animals, contrai; to their natore, ran 
liowu into the soa and were drowued. But the wise people 
of this day little heed these divine signs; so he will add two 
tmta historical records which he happened to remefflber." 

" First, lUe Jow, Josephus, relates, that in preaence of -the 
world-renowiieil lloraan coplain, Vespasian, of his son Titus, 
alao. of all the officers and troops of the army, an ac- 
■lUMUIwiou of Ilia, by name Kleazor, adjared the devil ont of 
luie poueuod, by means of the ring of Solomon, repeating 
M liia unio time the powerful spell which, no doubt, the 
ffK»t king himself employed to control the demons, and 
wliioh, jirobiibly, was the very one he had just now exor- 
dsrd tlio devil with, out of the Claviaula. Satomonis. And 
lu show Uie by-8taudei« that it was indeed a devil which 
he h(ul exorcised out of the nose of the patient, the said 
Kleaaer bid him, as he was passing, to overturn a vessel of 
water that lay there, which indeed was done, to the great 
wondariiieiit of all present. Thns even the bliud heathen 
were wuvincod, though they would-be wise of the present 
(lay ipiuraiitly doubted." 

"Hat [wople might say this happened in old times, and was 
only told by a stupid Jew; therefore he would give a mo- 
dtira example. 

"There was a woman named Kroaisha (she was still 
well remembered by the old people of Stralsuud), who was 
ouitily given to pomp and vanity, wherefore a devil was sent 
into her to punish her; luid after the pi-eaeher at Sl 
I^ieholas had exorcised him to the best of his power, the 
winked epii'it said, mockingly, that he would go if they gave 
him a paneof gla^s out of the window over the tower'door; 
and this being granted, one of the panes was instantly seat^ 
tui-t'd with a load clajig, and tlio devil flew away through 
the opening.* 

" See Saalrowen, Ilia Timilj-, birlb, unil adventures. Lilik-d by 
Mahnike, purt i. Tit. 
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" So the GhriatiaD congregation might now see what silly 
fools these wise people were who presmned to doubt," &c. 
Then Doctor Jo^ Eidinoaished the Prince himself to keep 
a diligent eye over this Satan, who, day by day, 
growing more impndent in the land — no donbt becanse the 
pure doctrine of Dr. Luther vex.ed him sorely. 

And indeed his Highness, to show his gratitude for the 
recovery of his dear daughter, did not cease in his endea- 

/ vonrs to banish witches from the land, knowing that Sido- 
nia had brought oil the evil upon the young Princess. 
Fifteen were seized and burned at this time, to the great 
joy of the conntiy; bnt, alaal these truly princely and 
Chriatisa measures little helped among the godless race, Ibr 
evi! seemed still to strengthen in the land, and many won- 
derful signs appeared, one of which I would not set down 
here, as it waa only seen by the court-fool, hot that evenia 
confirmed it. 

I mean that strange thing, along with a thi'ee-legged 

PJure, which appeai'ed eighty years befoiii, at the death of 
i)iike Cogislaus the Great, and since, at the death of each 
IPnke of his house. By a strange whim of Satan's, this ap- 
]iarition was only visible to fools; nntil indeed (as we shall 
}iear anon) it appeared to the nuns at Morieniliess, who bore 
witness of it. 

Snmma On the very day wherein the devil's bi'ides 

were bomed at Wolgas^ the fool was walking at evening 
time op and down the great corridor, when a little manikin, 
liardly three bands high, started oat from behind a beer- 
barrel, riding on a three-legged hare. He was dressed all 
fin block, except little red boots which he bad on, and he 
lilies np and down the corridor — hopl hopl hop I — stai'ea 
St my fool and makes a tiicB at him ; then rides off again — 
hopl hopl hopl — till he vanished behind the barrel. 
No one would believe the fool's story; bat woe, alas I it 
soon became clear what the little manikin Pack denoted. 
For my gracious Prince, who had grown quite weak ever 
since this horrible witch-work, which bad been raging Ibr 

ILBome weeks — so that Pomerania never had seen the like — 
became daily worse, and not even the fine Falemian wine 
bom Italy, which nscd (o core him, helped tuox "on-fl 
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lis died on tlio ITtli .loly, 1691,ngert Ibrty-six j-eara, 
months, nnd fitleen A»ya, leaving his only sod, Phitippns 
Jnlitts, a chill] of eight years olil, to reign in his plaee. 
Whereupon the deeply afflicted widow placed the boy ooder 
the tutelage and guardianship of his uncle, the princely Lord 
of Stettin ; but, woel woel the gnardi.in must soon follow 
his dear brother I and all through the evil wickedness of 
Sidonia,'83 we shall hear in the following chapti 

CHAPTER XX. 

now SIDONIA DEMEANB HERSELF AT THE OONVEHT 

FUE89 ITEM, HOW TDEIB PHIMC 

OF POMERANU, DRANDBNBUfiC, AND MECKLENBURG, WEKT 
ON SLEIGHS TO WULOAST, AND I 
THE JOUHNEY. 

After thl^ Sidonla disappeared again for a couple of yea 
and no man knew whither she had flown, or what she d 
until one morning she appeared at the convent of i 
Hiess, driving a little one-horae wagon herseli^ and drea 
no better than a fish-wife. On driving into the court, i 
deured to speak with the abl>es3, Magdalena von Petersdol 
and when she came, Sidonla ordered the cell of the deceased 
nnn, Barbara Klelst, to be got ready for her reception, ae hia 
Highaesa of Stettin had presented her to a prabenda here. 
So the pious old abbess believed the story, and forthwith 
conducted her to the cell, No. 1 1 ; bat Sidonia spat out at 
it, said it was a pig-sty, aod began to run clattering 
through all the cells till she reached the refectory, a large 
chamber where the nuns assembled for evenbg prayer. 
This, she said, was the only spot fit for her to put her nose 
' in, and aha would keep it for herself. Jfeanwhile, the whole 
sisterhood ran together to the refectory to see Sidonia; and _ 
SB most of them were girls nnder twenty, they tittered a 
laughed, as young women-folk will do wbcn they behold 4 
hag. Th'iB angered her. 

" Hal" she exclaimed, "the flesh and the devil have n 
been destroyed in them yet, bat I will soon give them st 
thing else to thuik of than their lovers." 
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I I And here, its one of tliem langbeil londtr than the rest, 
Kdonia gave hec a blow ob the month. 
»• " Let that teach the pensaaC girl more respect for n coatle 
and land- dowered maiden." 
When the good abbess saw and heard all this, she nearly 
fainted with Bhame, and had to hold by a stool, ( 
would have fallen to the ground. However she gamed 
froah courage when, upon asking for Sidonia'a docnments, 
' she found that there were none to show. Withont more 
ado, therefore, she bade her leave the convent; and, amidst 
the jeers and laughter of all the sisterhood, Sidonia was 
obliged to mount her one-horse cart again, or the convent 
porter had orders to force her out. 

By this, all may perceive that, in place of repenting, 
^^ Sidonia had fallen etill further in the mire, wherein ahe 
^krallowed yet for many years, as if it were, indeed, her trne 
^Bnd natural element, like that beetle, of which Atbertus 
^BSagnos apeaks, that died if one covered it with rose-leaves, 
^^Trat came to life again when laid ia dung. 

Hardly has she left the convent-gate when the old abbe^ 
bade a carl get ready a carriage, and flew in it to Stettin 
herself, to lay the whole case before my graxiious Prince, 
and entreat him, even on her knees, not to send such a 
Botorions creature amongat them; for what blessing could 
the convent hope to obtain if they harboured snch an in- 
&inou8 sinner? So his Grace wonders much over tho 
daring of the harlot; for ho had given her no prtEbmula, 
thongh she was writing to him constantly requesting one. 
Nor wonld he ever think of giving her one; for why should 
he send »ach a hell-beaom to sweep the pions convent of ' 
Marienflieas? The good abbess might rise up, for as long 
ad he lived, Sidonia should never ent«r the convent. 

And his Grace held by his word, though it coat him his 
life, as I shall just now relate with bitter sigh;. 

It happened that, a.d. IfJOO, there was a. terribly hard 
winter, so that the fresh Half' was quite frozen over, and , 
^^ able to bear heavy beams. Now, as the ice was smooth, 
^L^id beautiful as a mirror, my lord of Stettin proposed I 
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bis gnesta — Joachim Fricdricli, elector of Brandeaburg, hm 
brother-in-kw, and old Utike Ulrich of Mecklenbarg, taia 
uncle, to go over the Haff in sleighs, uad pay a. visit to 
the priucely widow and her little son. 

Their Graces were well pleased at the idea. Whereapon 
his Highness of Stettin gave orders to have each a pi'oces- 
aoQ formed as never had been seen in Pomerania befon?, 
for magnificence and beanty, and therefore I ehall note down 
some particalare here. 

There were a. hundred sleigha, some drawn by r^deer 
caparisoned like horses, and all decorated gaily. The three 
ducal aleigbs ia particulai- were entirely girded and Imed 
with gable skin ; each was diawn by foar AndaJuaian horsea; 
and my Lady Erdmuth, who was a great lover of show and 
pomp, had hers hung with little tinkling bells and chains of 
gold, BO that no one to look at them could imagine how very 
little of the dear gold her gradous lord and hnsband bad in 
his purse, by reason of the hardness of the times. 

The adornments of the other sleighs were less costly. 
Upon them came the ministers, the officials, and others per- 
tainmg to the retinue of the three piincea: item, the ladios- 
in-waiting, and divers of the reverend clergy; last of all 
came the Dake's henchman, with a pack of wolf-dogs in 
leash: item, several live hares and foxesj a live bear, 
which they purposed to let slip, for the pleasure and 
pastime of their Graces. But the young men out of the 
town, fifty head strong, and many of the knights, ran 
along on skates, beaded by Dinuics Kleist, that miglity 
man, who bore in one hand the blood-banner of Pomerania, 
and in the other, that of Brandenburg. Barchold von 
Uamin ran by his side, with the Mecklenbmg standard. 
He was a stroug knight too. But aht my God! how my 
Ramin, with his ox-head, was distanced by the wild men of 
Pomerania, as they ran upon the ice over the HoS'l* Two 

* The blood-atandard wiu Binnted Ij^the Empnor Maximiliau II., 
to DukB JoliBnn Friedrich Qf Pomerauia, be^-aase he carried tht impe- 
rial bunner during the Turkish war of 15UG. It only differed from 
the oM bnnaor by having a red ground — from tlicnce its name. Both 
Pomerauia and Broudenbiirg bad wild mi;n io tlidr eaculcheoo, whilB 
MeoklBabwj; boro on ox'a hetid. 
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sleighs, (Irawa by six Frisian hoi'ses, finished tho 
procession; they were taden. with axes, planks, rapes, imd 
dry garments, both for men and women. 

When their Graces mounted the sleighs amidst the rio^ng 
of bells and roaiing of canaon, great was their astonishment 
to see their own initials stamped into the hard ice by 
Dinnies IGeist, as thns: F. U. J. E. J. h',, which, however, 
nftei'warda caased mnch dismay to tho honest borghei 
one of them — M. Faber, a prteceplor — mistaking the J. for 
a G. read plainly npou the ice; " Page, J. F." — that ia, 
" Fly, Johann Frederick 1" 

Ah I truly has the gracious Priuce £own from thence; 
rfwt it is to a bitter deatb. 

During the journey, Duke Johann had much jesting with 

brother-m-law, the elector, who was filled with wonder 

the strength of Dinnies lOeiat, for he kept a-head 

ID of the Andalnsian stallions, and waved aloft the two 

of Fomerania and Brandenbnrg, while his long hair 

lied behind him; and sometimes be stopped, kissed the 

and then inclined them to their Serene Princely 

Whereupon Dnke Johann exclaimed: "Ay, bro- 

a might well give mo a thousand of your wide- 

lOthed Berliners for this carl; thongh, methinks, if he 

had his will, he would make tbeir wide months still wider." 

At this, his Electoral Grace looked rather vexed, and began 

to nphold the men of Cologne. Upon which his Highnesa 

■ him short, saying, " Marry, brother, you know the old 

'erb: — 

" 'The men of Dilogno 

Ilnvc no liaes of llieir own, 
BdC the man of Stettin 
Are the true aver-graen.' 

r where tmly could year fellows find tiie true green in 
their sandy dnst-box? Marry, cousin, one Fomerania is 
worth ten Margravates; and 1 will show your Grace just 
now that my land in winter is more protiuctive than yonra 
even in antumn." 

His Grace here alluded to the fisheries; for along the 
"»y, for twelve or fourteen miles, the fishermen bad been 
Wercd to set their nets by torch-light the uigjvt \»ftK*.,\s 
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holes dag thraagh the ice, so tliut on the arrival of fl 
[irinMl; party tUe nets taigbt he drawn np, and the drs 
exhibiced to their GraceE. 

Now, when they entered the fresh Haff, which lay b 
thein like a large mirror, gix miles long and four I 
HU Grace of Poraerania called out — 

"See here, brother, this is my first store-room; let us 
try what it will give ns to eat" ■ 

Upon which he signed to Dlnnies Kleist to steer over to 
the first heap of acts, which lay like a black wood in the 
distance. These belonged to the Ziegenort fishermen, aa 
the old schoolmaster, Peter LeiEticow himself told me; and 
ns they had taken a great draught the day before, many 
people from the towns of Warp, Stepenitz, and Uckermnnd 
were assembled there to buy np the fiah, and then retail it, 
as was their custom, thronghont the country. They hat) 
made a fire npon a large sheet of iron laid npon the ice, 
while their horses were feeding close by upon hay, which 
they shook out before thera. And, having taken a. merry 
Otronse together, they all set to danung npon the ice with 
the women to the bagpipe, so that the encampment looked 
right jovial as their Oraces arrived. 

Now when the grand traia came np, the peasants roared 
out — 

" Donnorwetter," look at the plotz-eateral See the 
cnrsed plutz-eatere I Donnerwetter, what plotE-eatoral f" 

And now they observed, daring tbeir shoaling, that the 
water bad risen up to their knees; and when tbedncal proces- 
sion rushed np, the abyss re-echoed with a noise ilke thunder, 
BO that the foreign princes were alarmed, but soon grew 
accustomed thereto. Then the pressure of such a crowd 
upon the ice caused the watur lo spont out of the holes, to ■ 
the haght of a man. So that by the time they were two 

t PlStz-ealtrawasanick-namcgiveoriythflPonieranianB to (hepco- 
pleof thfl Mai^flViba. For tha plllts ( Cyprinua Exglhrophlhabilw) 
ia a very poor hiBtelesB fieli, while Uie rivtnj of I'oineraida ore stocked 
with Ihe vai7 Ins*' of all kinds. In rrtoiii, Ibe m™ of the Murka 
aikd the Pomersiiliuu " Feailiur-beuilis" from the qiumUiy of laoor- 
palniB (BriopAonim vogtHattim) wliidi grow ia ih^ i 
ricb mfsdows. 
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iw-shots from tbe nets, aJl the folk, the women anil children 
especiaJlj, were rnnning, Hcriranjing, in every direction, try^ 
iug to BSTe themselveB on the firm iue, to the great amnsc- 
rnent of their Graces, whilo a, peaaant cried out to the 
sleigh -drivers — 

" Stop, atop! ov ye'll go into the cellarl" 

Hereupon his Grace of Fomerania beckoned over the 
Ziegeaort schootm aster, and asked him what they hid taken, 
to which he answered — 

" Gracious Prince, we have taken bley; the nets are ail 
loaded, we've taken seventy achiimerfl,* and yonr Grace 
ought to take one with you for snpper." 

Now his Highueas the Elector wished to see the nets etnp- 
tieil, 80 they rested a space while the peasaota shovelled out 
the fish, and pitched them into the aforesaid schiimere. But, 
ahl woe to the £ah-thieve3 who had come over frooi 
Warp and other pkces; for the water having risen up and 
become all mnddy with fish Blime, they never saw the great 
holes, and tumbled in, to the great amusement of the 
peasaBts and pastime of their Graces, 

How their Highnesses laughed when the poor carls in, 
the water tried to get hold of a net or a rope, or a firm 
piece of ice, while they fioundercd abont in the water, and 
the peasants fished them np with their long hooks, at the 
same time giving many of them a sharp prod on the shoul- 
der, crying out — 

"Hal will ye steal again? Take that for your pains, 
you robbers!" 

Now when their Graces were tired laughing, and looking 
nt the fish hauled, they prepared to depart, bat the school- 
master prayed his Highness of Stettin yet again to take s 
schiimci- of fish for their supper, as their Graces wore going 
to stop for the night in Uckermmid. 

"But what could I do with all the fish?" quoth tha 
Doke. 

To which the carl answered in his jargon — 

"Eh! grocions master, give them to the pliJta-eateraj 
that will he somethmg new for them ; never fet ' ' 
eat them all up 1" 

' was a uicsaurc which eont^iral I'K^'ae'' 
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"Hoi thoa damned peasant, thinkeat thon we have 
biey?" 

"Well, ye're none here," replied the man cminingly. 

So their Graces laughed, and ordered a couple of boshels 
of the largest to be placed npoa the safety elelgh. 

Now when they had gone a little farther and foand the 
ice as smooth as glass, the henchman let loose the bear and 
the wolf-doga after it. My stont Bmin first growls and 
paws the ice, then sets himaelf in earnest for the race, and, 
on account of his sharp claws, ran on straight for Ucker- 
mtmd withont ever slippmg, while the hounds fell down on 
all sides, or tumbled on their backs, howling with rage and 
disappointment 

Yet more pleasant was the hare-hunt, for hounds and 
harea both tumbled down together, and the hares squeaked 
and the bonnds yelped; some harea indeed were killed, but 
only after uiflnlta trouble, while others ran away afier the 

AFter the bust tbey came to another fishery, and so ou 
till tbey reached Uckermund, passing six fisheries in sue- 
cession, whereof each (iranght was as large as the first, so 
that his Grace the Elector marvelled much at the abun- 
dance, and seeing the nets fall of zannats, at the last 
halting-placB, cried oat — 

" Marry, brother, yonr store-room is well-fnmisbed. I 
might grow dainty hero myself. Let na take a bushel of these 
along with ua for supper, for zannst is the fish for met" 

This greatly rejoiced bis Gi-acc of Stettin, who ordered 
the fish to be lud on the sumpter sleigh, and in good time 
they reached the ducal house at Uckermnnd, Dinnios 
Kleist still keeping foremost, and waving his two banaera 
over bis head, while Barthold liamim and the other 8katerSj_ 
hung weary and tired npon the backs of the sleigh 
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CHAP TER XXI. fl^^^H 

^wT ^.infNIA MEETS THEIR GRACES UPON THE ICE. — ITEH, HOW 
UINNIES ELEIST 1IEIIEAI>S HIMSELF, AND >n' GBACIOUS LORD 
OF W0LGA3T PEBlSHEa MISEBABLT. 
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The next morninB early the whole train set off from Ucker- 
niund in the highest spirita, passing net after net, till the 
Duke of Mecklenburg, as well as the Elector, lifted their 
hands in aatonishment. From the Haff they entered the 
Pene, and from that the Achterwaaser.* Here a great 
crowd of people stood upon the ice, for the town of Qnilitz 
lay quite near; besides, more fish had been taken here than 
had yet been seen upon the jonmey, so that people from 
Wolgast, Usdom, Laaaahn, and all the neighhonring towns 
had ran together to bid for it. Bat what happened? 

Alas, that his Grace shonld have desired to halt, for 
scarcely had his sleigh stopped, when a little old woman, 
meanly clad, with fisher's boots, and a net filled with bicy 
fiah in her hand, stepped up to it, and said — 

"My good Lord, I am Sidonia von Bork^ wherefore 
have you not replied to ray demand for the prmhenda of 
Barbara von Kleiat in Marienfliess?" 

How could he answer her? He knew nothing at all 
of her mode of living, or where she dwelt." 

Ilia. — " She had bid him lay the answer npon the altar of 
St. Jacob's in Stettin. Why had he not done so?" 

"Tiiat was no place for such letters, only for the words 
of the Holy Spirit and tho blessed sacrament of hia Savionr, 
therefore, let her aay now where she dwelt." 

Ilia. — " The richest maiden in Pomerania could ill say 
where the poorest now dwelt," weeping. 

" The richest maiden had only herself to bbme if sho 
were now the poorest; better had she wept before. The 
prwbenda she could never have, let her cease to think of it ; 
but here was an alms, and she might now go her ways." 

' A brga liny fdrmcd by tlie rcoe, M 
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Ilia. — (Hefusea to take it, and murmura.) " Your 
will soon have bitter gorrow for this." 

Ab alie so menaced ftnd spat ont three times, the thing 
angered Dinniea Kleist (who held her in abhoiTence ever 
since the adventure in the Uckermnnd forest), and as be 
hod lost none of his early strength, he hit her a blow with 
the blood standard over the shoulder, exelaiming: "Pack 
off to the devil, thon sharaelcBs hagl What does the witch 
mean by her spittings? The prtehmda of ray sister Barbara 
shalt thou never havel" 

However, tlie hag stirred not from the spot, answered no 
word, bnt spat out again ; and as the illustrions party drove 
off, she still stood there, and apat out after them. 

What this devil's sorcery denoted we shall soon see; for 
as they approached Ziemitse, and the ducal hoaae of Wolgast 
appeared in sight, Dinnies Kleist started on before the 
safety sleigh; and as soon as the high towers of the castle 
rose above the trees, be waved the two banners above his 
head, and brought them together till they kissed. Having 
held them for a space, he set forward again with ^ant so 
strides, in order to be the first to arrive — although, ia- 
. deed, the town was aware of the advance of the princely 
train, for the bella were ringing, and the blood- standard 
waved from St. Peter's and the three other towers. 

Pnt woe, alast Dinnies, in his impatience, never observed 
a windwake direct in bis path, and down he sank, while the 
sharp ice cnt hia head clean off, as if an execationer had 
done it; and the head, with the long hau-, rolled hither and 
thither, while the body remained faat in the bole, only one 
arm stack np above the ice — it was that which held the 
Brandenburg standard, but the blood-banner of Ponterania 
had sunk for ever in the abyss.* 

When his Grace of Stettin beheld this, he was filled with 
more sorrow than even at the death of his fool; and, 
weeping bitterly, commanded seven sleighs to TBtura and 
seize the evil hag; then with all speed, and for a terrible 
example, to bum her upon tlio Quilitz mountain. 

* A iiindw«kc U n hole formed 
and which afltrwards bocgiiiea eai 
fl1lbse<inBnt fnjaL 
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Bat when many present asgnred his Grace that Ench like ^^H 

■ocidenta were very common, and many skaters had ^H 

periahed thus, whereof eyen lliiko Uirich named several in- ^H 

stances, so that his Grace of Stettin need not inipnte snch ^B 



stances, so that his Grace of Stettin need not inipnte snch 
natural accidents to witchcraft or the power of the hag, he 
was somewhat calmed. Still he commanded the seven 
sleighs to return and bring the witch bound to Wolgast, 
that he miglit question her as to wheretbre she hod spat 
out. 

So the sleighs returned, bnt the vile sorceress was no 
longer on the iee, neither did any one know whither she 
had gone; whereupon the sleighs hastened back again after 
the others. 

Now it was the Friday before Shrove Tuesday, abont 
mid-day, when the princely party arrived at Wolgast; and 
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KFiince fiogislalf of Barth was there to receive them with ^H 

BS five sons — namely, Philip, Franz, George, Uirich, and ^H 

Bogislaff.* And there was a great uproar in the castle — ^H 

Bome of the vonne lords niavina ball in the caatle court with ^^ 
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waoQ of the yonng lords playing ball in the castle court with 
the young Prince, Philip Julius, others preparing for the 
carnival mnmmeriea, which were to commence next evening 
by a great banquet and dance in the hall. Indeed, that 
same evening, their Graces had a brave carouse, to try and 
make Duke .Tohann forget his grief about his well-beloved 
Dinnies Kieist : and his Grace thus began to discourse con- 
cerning him: — 

"Truly, brothers, who knows what the devil may have 
in store for as? for it was a strange thing how my blood- 
standard sunk in the abyss, while that of my brother of 
Brandenburg floated above it Think yon that our male 
Ene will become extmct, and the heritage of fui' Fomerauia 
descend to Brandenburg? For, in truth, it ia strange that, 
out of five brothers, two of us only have heirs — BogialafF, 
and Ernest Lndovicns, who has left indeed bat one only 

Then Duke ISogislaff (whom our Lord God had surely 

blessed for his humility in resigning the government, and 

► jlao because of his dutiful conduct ever towards his mother. 




^TnunA rni sORccetsa. 
!i liitviu); l)ruught her a tame se^gH 
!\ : " l^ar brother, I think Herr I 
' luru Fran Venus against onr 
i( lipr (ip*;!!?, therefiire ye aueii n 
Itcira; lion-pTcP, if my Sve yonng' I 
Kkv wiinilop. Mill shan the wine-cap, trost n 
~~ (Uu\t will Iw lifted up »guD, uiii 

il * ltttiii){ ronrveeutatiytu" 

'kWh«rKt(#, a* lk«v »o dlwoursed, and the gracious IsiSiea 
W«k»iA A.iwn txt Vihiuue apou ibo ground, yoong Lord PUlip 
b)CM K tuia nmnwut irilh the Rev. Dr. Glambecken, 
«MWt «h*^ftin «l woJfiist. <k iicnrfu; and pulled ont a 
M* pMliM * hrff h*g of old coin^ which had been pny 
Mrted M h(n br l>o«lor Obyti^ns, professor of theology ■ 
ItMhKli. wUli whom bia Grace interchanged Latin epistlen 
Tliis gnro the conversation a new tarn, and the )a^ 
puttcnlnriy wore much pleased examining the coins; bi 
the d^vil himself eureiy mast have anagrammntiaed one 4 
them, for over the letters, Ponierajiia, fignrea were acratoh( 
thna— I'omerania — giving the terrible meaning, rape o 
(rob all); nndmauyeaid that this mnst have been the vei 
coin which the devil took that time he rent the oblatiM 
table, at the esorcisra of the young Princeaa. 

'i'his discovery filled the Pomeraniaji Duke with slroii 
apprehensions, and young Prince Franz handed over t' 
coin to the Elector of Brandenburg, saying bitterly ; " Yi 
rob all I Doctor Joel of Giypswald has long since told i 
that it would all end this way — even as Satan himself ha^ 
flcratched down here — bnt my Lord father will not credit 
him, he is 80 prond of his five aona. Doctor Joel, however, 
is A right loanied man, and no one knows the mysterii 
the black art better; besides, who reads the stars more 
dlligenlly each night than he?" 

And, behold, while he is speaking, the fool r 
hall, pale, and trembling in every limb. 

* See the Lstiii letters of Che Lnlmiled jeung Princ 
"CuntrilintionstothelJWrarj- History of (lie Pomcrnnia; 

i- p. Gr." Kg fell a victim to inlfliuperancp, thoogli his ■ . 

faird Jlkditiae to Sidonin, and formed tho EUbject oT Iha dxtll torlnn- J 
txaminntiaiL 
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"Alasl Lord Franz," lifl exclaimed, " I have scei 
inajiikin again on Ilia three-iegged hare, which appeared at 
, the death of Dnke Ernest Ludovicns," 

Jnt tlie joung lord boxed him, crying, — " Away, 
a knave I most thy chatter help to malce sb more melou- 
Wy?" 
However Dake BogislnfT bid tlie fool Bta,y, and tell them 
when and where he had Bcea the imp. 
' My fool wiped his eyee, and b^an; "The yonog Lord 

Franz had bid him pat on his best jacket (that which had 
betin given him as a' Christmas- box) for the carnival mtun- 
miugs on Shrove Taesday; so he went np to the garret 
to get it himself out of the tronk, bnt, before he had quite 
reached the tnmk, the hiack dwar^ wich hia little red 
boots, rode out &om behind it on his throe-lc^ged hare — 

^hopI hop! hop! — made a frightful face at him, and afier 
a httle while rode back again — hopi hop! bop! behind his 
old boots, which stood in a comer, and disappeared!" 
What the malicioas Pncfc denoted wc shall soon see, — 
Oh, woe! woe! 
Next day all sorts of wnusemcnts were set on foot, to 
^Bse away gloomy thonghts oat of the hearts of the illua- 
trions guests — such ae tilting with lances, dandog upon 
stilts, wrcBtlmg, rope-dancing; item, pickleberring, aod 
harlequins. Amongst these last the fool showed off to 
great advantage, for who could twist his face into mure 
ighable grimaces? Item, in the evening there was a 
mask of mummers, in which one fellow played the angel, 
d another dressed as Satan, with a large horse's foot and 
;k^s plume, spat red fire from his mouth, and roared hor- 
F^bly when the angel overcame him (but withal, I think the 
■ gloomy thoughts stayed there yet). 

And mark what in truth soon happened I When the 

as and trompets struck up the last mask dance in the 

.t Hitter Hall, which every one joins in, old and young, 

is (Jii'ace, Duke Johann, wont to the room of bis dear coosia 

ledwig, the princely widow.and prayed her to tread thedancQ 

e refases, aud ats by the fire and weeps. 

dear couiin fiet," said the tJuk 
;B chatter of tlie fool." 
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To which she replied, "Alasl wherefore not? 
snrelj it betokens death to my darling little boq, Philip 
Julius," 

"No." exclaimed the Duke, quickly, "it betokens minel" 
and he fell flat upon the ground. 

One can easily imagine how the gracioua Lady screamed, 
eo that all ran in from the Knights' Hall in their masks a 
mumming- drcBsca, to see indeed the mumming of the trae 
bodily Satan; and Doctor Pomina, who naa at the rnnak 
likewise, rao in with a amelling-bottle, but all waa in 
Hia Grace lingered for three days, and then having received 
the holy aacramcnt from Doctor Gianibecken, died i 
sftme chamber in which he was bom, having lived fifty* 
seven years, five months, twelve days, and fonrteen hours. 

How can I describe the lamentations of the prinodj 
company — yea, indeed, of the whole town? — for every o 
Haw now plainly that the anger of God rested upon tl 
ancient and illustrious Pomeranian race, and that he hi 
given it OTer helplessly to the power of the evil one. 

Summa. — On the 9th Februaiy, the princely corae w 
liud in the very sleigh which bad brought it a living body, 
and followed by a grand train of princes, nobles, ani! 
knights, along with a strong guard of the dncal aoldateskt,' 
waa conveyed back to Stettin; and there, with all dne and 
befitting ceremonies, waa buried on Palm Sunday, i 
TBult of the castle cliurch. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

V BIRKIU THE TEHTH SUCCEEDS TO THE GOVEIlKUENT, AMD 
■row SIDOMIA MLEl'S K1H A3 SDE IS dATHESlNG BILBERRISB. 
f THE UNHATUHAL WITCH-STORM AT HIS ORACE'S 
vrXKKAL, AND HOW nUKE CASIMIR REFUSES, IK C0N3E- 

1 ^to«i Vw^B (^ Toith succeeded to that very dnchy, abobt 
k WktttbM* K> wroth the day of the Diet at WoUin, 

m Kttle good. He waa, however, a pioua 

k ^A UMih^i'lfiTril at his dower of Riigcnwald,. 
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'iwhere he spent hia time in makiiig a little library of all the 
iliUtheriui hjrati-books which he could collect, and these he 
earned mtii him in bia carriiige wliererer he went; so that 
his subjects of Riigenwald sbed many tears at losing bo pious 

Item, the moment bis Grace encceeded to the goveniment, 
lie caused ail the conrts to be re-opeued, along with the ' 
Treasury and the Chancery, which Ills deceased Grace had 
'kept closed to the last; aud for tbb goodness towards his 
people, the states of the kingdom promised to pay aU his 
debts, which was done; and thus lawlesaoesa and robbery 
were crushed in the land. 

t woe, alaal — Sidonia can no man crnshl She wrote I 
immediately to his Grace, soliciting the piirbe/ida, and even 
presented herself at the ducal house of Stettin; but his 
Grace positively refused to lay eyes on her, koowiog how 
frlal a roosting with her had proved to each of his brothers, 
who no sooner met her evil glance than thay sickened and 

Therefore bia Highness held all old women in ftbhorrenoe. 
Indeed such was his fear of them, that not one was allowed 
,to approach the castle; and when he rode or drove out, 
lacqueys and squires went before with great horsewhips, to 
'flhase away all the old women oat of his Grace's path, for 
truly Sidonia might be amongst them. From tbb, it camo 
to pB£S that as soon as it was rumoured in the town, " His 
s coming," all the old mothers seized up their pat- 
lens and scampered off, helter-skelter, to get oat of reach 
a£ the horsewhips. 

But who can provide against all the arts of the devil? 
for though it is true that Sidonia destroyed hia two brothers, 
also his Grace hims^f, along with Philip II. — by her 
ifcreath and glance, yet she caused a great number of other 
unfortunate persons to perish, without nsing these means, 
■'M we shall hear further on; whereby many imagined that 
iher familiar Chim could not have been so weak a spirit as 
die represented him, on the rack, in order to save her 
£fe, but a strong and terrible demon. These things, how- 
«var, will come in their proper place. 

— Aftei' Duke Bamim bad reined aft-JMi^a 
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iritb great blessing to bis people, it happened that « 
came from Rugeawald how that hia brother, Dnke Gas' 
was Bids, Thia was the piince whom we may remed 
Sidonia had whipped with her irreverent bands upon 1 
princely podex, when he was a little boy. 

Now Dake Barnim had qnarrelled with the Estates be- 
oaniie they refased fnnds for the Turkish war, however 
ha became somewhat merrier that cveniog with the Count 
Stephen of Nangard, when the evil tidings came to him of 
hia beloved brother (yet more hitter sorrow is before him, 
I think). So the next mombg the Dnke set off with a 
train of six carriages to visit his sick brother, and by the 
third evening they reached the wood which lies close beside 
Hilgenwald. Here there was a large oak, the stem of which 
had often served his Grace for a target, when he amosed 
himself by practising firing. So he stopped the carriage, 
and alighted to see if the twenty or thirty balls he hod shot 
into it were still there. 

Bat alas I as he reached the oak, that devil's spectre (I 
mean Sidottia) stepped trom behind it; she had an old pot 
in her hand filled with bilberries, and asked his Grace, 
would be not take some to refresh himself after bis jonmey. 

Hia Highness, however, recoiled horror-struck, and asked 
who ahe was. 

She was Sidonia von Bork, and prayed hia Grace yet 
once more for the prwbenda in Maricufliesa. 

Hereat the Duke was still more horrified, and esclairaed : 
" Curse upon thy prcgbendtt, but thou shalt get something 
else, I warrant thee! Thou art a vile witch, and haat in 
tliy mind to destroy our whole noble race with thy detes- 
table soi-ceries." 

Ilia. — " Alas I no one had called b^r a witch before ; how 
could she bewitch them? It was a strange story to tell of 
her." 

The Doko. — " How did it happen, then, that he bad no 
children by his beloved Amrick?" 

Ilia (laughing). — " He better ask his beloved Amrick 
hoTiielf. How could she know?" 

• Aiiiiu Wuria, second J.iughler of Jului Gvoige, Elector of 3 
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Biit bere she begaa to contort her face liorribly, uud to 
spit out, wherenpon the Duke called ont to his retinue; 
" Come here, and hang me this hag npon the oak-tree ; she 
ia at her devil'B sorceries again I And woe I woe! already 
I feel strange pains all through my body I" 

Upon this, divers persons sprang foi-ward to seize her, 
bnt the nimble night-bird darted behind a, clnmp of fir-trees, 
and disappeared. Unlockily they had no bloodhounds 
along with them, otherwise I think the devil would have 
been easily sazed, and hung np like an acorn on the oak- 
tree. Bat God did not so will it, for thongh they sent a 
pack of honnds fixim Riigenwald, the moment they arrived 
there, yet no trace of the hag could be found in the forest. 

And now mark the result; the Duke became worse hour 

by hour, and as Duke Casimir had grown much better by 

L the time he arrived, and was in a fair way of recovery, 

K his Grace resolved to take* leave of him and return with all 

F apeed to his own house at Stettin, but on the second day, 

while they were still a mile from Stettb, Dnke Barnim 

grew so mach worse, that they had to stop at Ait-Damm 

for the night. And scarcely had he laid himself down ia 

bed when he expu-ed. This was on the Ist of September, 

["1603, when he was fifty-four years, six months, sixteen 

rdays, and sixteen hours old. 

Bnt the old unclean night-bird would not let his blessed 
lighness go to his grave in peace (probably because he had 
fc called her an accureed witch). For the eighteenth of the 
1 same month, when all the nobles and estates were assembled 
¥■ to witness the ceremonial of interment, along with several 
■ members of the ducal house, and other illustrious person- 
ages, such a storm of bait, ran, and wind, came on jnst at 
a quarter to three, as they had reached the middle of the 
, service, that the priest dropped the book from his hands, 
] the church became so suddenly dark, that the sexton 
1 to light the candles to enable the preacher to read his 
Never, too, was heard such thnnder, so that many 
;ht St. Jacob's tower had fallen in, and the princes 
L and nobles rushed out of the chnrch to shelter themselves 
[ ia the houses, while the most terrific lightning flashed round J 
■' n at evei7 step. 
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Yet truly it mnat have been all witch-work, for when 
ranaral was over, tbe weather became as aerono and 
lifnl as possible. 

And a great gloom fell npon every one in conaetiM 
for that it was no nataral atonn, a child eonld have 
Indeed, Dr. Joel, wbo was wise in these matters, declared. 
to hia Uighneas Duke Bogislaff the XIU. that without 
doubt it was a witch-storm, for the doctor waa present at 
the fiioeral, as reprpBentative of the University of Grypawald. 
And respecting the clouds, he observed particularly that 
they were formed like dog's taila, that ia when a dog carries 
his tail in the air so that it forma an arc of a circle. And 
tbia indeed was the truth. 

Summa. — As by the death of Dnke Bamim, the govern- 
ment devolved upon Duke Casimir of Eiigenwald, the 
Estates proceeded thither to offer him their homage, but the 
Prince hesitated, a^d he waa ackly, and who could tell 
whether it would not go as ill with him as with his brothers? 
Bnt the Estates, both temporal and spiritual, prayed him so 
earnestly to accept the role, that be promised to meet them 
on the next morning by ten of the clock, in tlie great llitter- 
aaal (knights' hall), and make them acquainted with his 
decision. * 

The faithful states considered this a favourable answer, 
and were in waiting next moraing, at tbe appointed hour, 
in the RittersaaL Bat what happened? behold as the great 
door was thrown open, in walked the Duke, not with auj 
of tbe insignia of his princely station, but in the dress of a 
fishennan. He wore a linen jacket, a blue amock, a large 
hat, and great high fisher's boots, reachmg nearly to his 
waist. Item, on hia back the Duke carried a fisherman'a 
basket; six fishermen aimilarly dressed accompanied him, 
and others in a iike garb followed. 

All present wondered much at this, and a groat murmur 
arose in the hall, but the Duke threw his basket down by 
hia side, and leaned his elbow on it, while he thus went on 
to speak: — "■Ye see here, my good friends, what govern- 
ment I intend to hold in future with these honest fishers, 
who accompanied me up to my dear brother's fiineral. I 
shall return ibis day to Riigenwald. The devil may rule 
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Poinerania, bat I will not; if yoo kill an ox there is an 

'end of it, but here there ia no end, Satan treats at worse 

lan tiie poor os. Choose a dake wheresoever jon will, 

'itat as for me, I ihiok fishing and ruling the mdder ia 

pleasanter work th&n to ntle yoar laud." 

And nhen the nnambitious Prince bad eo spoken, hs 
idrew forth a little flask containing branntwein' (a new 
I drink which aome esteemed more excellent than wine, which, 
howeTer, I leave in its old pre-eminence ; I tasted the other 
indeed bnt once, bnt it seemed to me to set mj mouth on 
'Snch is not for my drinking), and drank to the tishsrs, 
crying, "What say you, children, shall we not go and 
flounder again upon the Kiigenwald strand?" Upon which 
they all shouted "Ayl ayl" 

His Grace then drank to the states for a farewell, and 
leaving the hall,' proceeded with hie followers to the vessel, 
Which he ascended, singing gaily, and sailed home directly 
to hia new fiahing-lodge at Neuhausen. 

Such bnmility, however, avtuled his Grace nothing in 

eserving him from the claws of Satan ; for scarcely a year 
and a-half bad elapsed when he was seized suddenly, even 
M his brothers, and died on the 10th May, 1605, at the 
«arly age of forty-eight years, one month, twenty-one days, 
.Bnd seventeen hoars. 

But to return to the states. They were dumb with grief 
Bnd despair wheu his Grace left the hall. The land mar- 
.-^al stood with the stalf, the court marshal with the sword, 
and the chancellor with tbe seals, like stone statues there, 
noble at the window called out: — 
Let US hasten quiokly to Prince Bogtslalf, before he 
journeys off too with his five sons, and we are left without 
«ny rnler. See, there are the horses just pntling to bis 
■carriage!" 

Upon this, they all ran oat to the coach, and the chancel' 
lor asked in a lamentable voice, " If his Grace were indeed 
^ing to leave them, like that other gracions Prince who 
owned the dukedom by right? The states would promise 
everything he desired— they would pay all his debts — only 
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hia Grace magt not loave them tmd their poor fatherhini 

their sore need." 

Hereat hia Grace laughed, and told them 
going to hia castie of Franzhurg, only as far aa Oderl ____ 
with his dear sons, to look at the great eheep-pona there, 
and drink a bowl of ewe's milk with the shepherda under 
the apple-tree. He hoped to arriTO there before hia bro- 
ther Casimir in hie boat, and then they might discuss the 
casus together; indeed, when he showed him the sheep- 
pens, it was not probable that he would refuse a dachy 
which had a fold of twenty thousand sheep, for hia brother 
Casimir was a great lover of sheep as well as of fish." 

Upon this, the states and privy council declared that 
they woiild follow him to Oderkrug to learn the result, buE 
meanwhile begged of his Grace not to delay sotting 
off, lest Duke Casimii" might have loft Oderkrug before he 
reached it, 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

DUKE BOCISLAFF vnr. ACCEPTS THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
DUCHY, AKD GIVES SIDONIA AT LAST THE 
PKilDENDA. — ITEM, OF HER ARRIVAL AT TU 
MARIEHFLIESS. 

Now my gracious Lord BogislafF had scarcely alighted 
Oderkrug from his carriage, and drunk a bowl of mi!k nndej' 
the apple-tree, when he spied the yellow b«1s of his bro- 
ther's boat above the high reeds; upon which he rau down 
to the shore, and called out himself: — 

" Will you not laud, brother, and drink a bowl of ewe's 
milk with ua, or take a glance at the great sheep-pen? It 
is a rare wonder, and my Lord brother was always a great 
lover of sheepl" 

Bnt Frince Casimir went on. and never slackened sail. 
Whereupon hb Highness called oat again; "The states 
and privy connctllors are comiiig, brother, and want to have 
a few words with yon." 

Hereat Trince Casimir laughed in Iho boat, and returned 
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"Ue knew woll enongh what they wanted ; 
Vbat, no — he had no desire to be bewitched to death. Joat 
■;^ve him the lands of Lanenbarg and Batow, as an addition 
£) hia dower, and then hia dear Bogislaff might take nil 
^omerania to himself if he pleased." 

After which, doffing his hat for an addio, he steered 

avelj through the Pappenwasser. 

When yoong Prince Franz heard this, he laughed load, 

uid said: " Truly oar uncle is the wisest — he will not be 

r bewitched to death, ad he says — but what will my Lord 

T father do now, for see, here come the states already in theh: 

carriages over the hilil" 

Duke BogislafF answered : "What elae remains for me to 
ido but to accept the government?" 

"le. — " Yes, and bo struck dead by witchcraft, like my 
B nuclesi Ah, my gracious Lord fatlier, before ever 
yon accept the rule of the duchy, let the witch he seized and 
burned. Doctor Joel hath told m.e much aboot these 
witches; and believe me, there is no wiser man in all Po- 
tnerania than thta Mngister. He con do HOmething more 
than eat bread." 

Then he fell upon his father's neck, and caressed him; 
"Ah, dear father, do not jump at once into the govern- 
JDient ; bum the witch first : we cannot spare our dear Lord 
fcthcrl" 

And the two young Princes, George and Ulrich, pray 
am m like manner; bat young Philip Secundns spake: ' 
^^ ik, brothers, it were better if our dear father gave this 
>ong talked- of /wvEientZa to the witch at once; then, whe- 
ther she bewitches or not, we are safe at all events." 

Hereupon his Highness answered: " My Philip is right; 
iff in truth no one can say whether your uncles died by 
Sidonia's sorceries or by those of the evd man Bacchus. 
Therefore I warn you, dear children, fleo from this worst of 
rs; not starting at appearances, as a horse at a 
Shadow, for appearance is the shadow of truth. Be admo- 
nished, therefore, by St. Peter, and 'gird up the loioa of 
your spirit: be sober, and walch unto prayer,' Then yo 
may laugh all witches to scorn ; for God will turn the de- J 
Hces of yonr enemy to folly." 
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Meanwhile the states have arrived; Bad having alightfid 
from their coaches at the great sheep-pen, thej advanced 
I'espectfally to the Dnke, nho was seated nnder the apple- 
tree — the land ntarahat first, with the staff, then the court 
murshal with the sword, and lastly the chancellor with the 
seals. 

They had seen from the hiil how Dake Caaimir Bailed 
away without waiting to hear them, and prayed and hoped 
that his Highnesa woold accept the insignia which they 
here respectfnlly tendered, and not abandon his poor father- 
land in such dire need. The devil and wicked men conld do 
much, but God could do more, aa none knew better than his 
HighneM. 

Herewith Uia Grace sighed deeply, and taking the insig- 
nia, laid staff and sword beside him; then, taking up the 
sword hastily again, he held it in his hand while he thns 
spake: — 

" My faithfnl, true, and honoarable states, ye Itnow how 
that I resigned the government, ont of free will, at the Diet 
at Wollin, because t thought, and stilt think, that nothing 
weighs heavier than this sword which I hold in my hand. 
Therefore I went to my dower at Barth, and have founded 
the beautiful little town of Franzbnrg to keep the Stralsnnd 
knaves in submission, and also to teach our nobles that there 
is some nobler work Cor a man to do iu life than eating, 
drinking, and hnutmg. Item, I have encouraged commerce, 
and especially given my protection to the woollen trade; but 
all my laboois will now fell to the ground, and the Stral- 
snnd knaves be overjoyed;" however, I must obey God's 
will, and not kick against the pricks. Therefore I take the 
sword of my father, hoping that it will not prove too heavy 
for me, au old man;f aud that He who puts it into my 
hand (even the strong God) will help me to bear it." So 
let his holy will be done. — Amen. 

Then his Highness delivered back the Jnagnia to the 
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States, wiio reverently kissed hia band, and blessed God for 
having givon so good and pions Prince to reign over them. 
Tlien they approached the five yonng Lords, and kissed 
their hands likewise, wishing at the same time that many 
L^T olive branches might yet stand around their table. 
'b made the old Dake langh heartily, and be prayed the 
£3 to remain a little and diink ewe's milk with them 
d pleasant pastime; the shepherds would set ont the 

Duke Philip alone went away into the town to esamine 
the library, and all the vaaes, pictnres, statnea, and other 
costly works of art, which his deceased uncle, Unke Johann 
Frederick, had collected; and these he delivered over 
to the marshal's care, with strict injtmctions as to their pre- 
servation. 

I But » strange thing happened next day; for as the Dake 
lUd his sons were sitting at breakfast, and the wine-can had 
Just been locked up, becanse each yonng Lord had drank 
Ais allotted portion, namely, seven glasses (the Dnko him- 
self only drank six), a. lacqney entered with a note from 
fiidonla, in which she again demanded the prwhenda, and 
'koped that his Highness wonld'be more mercifol than his 
dead brothers, now that he had succeeded to the duchy. 
Let him, therefore, send an order for her admission to the 
cloister of Marienfliess. The answer was to be laid upon 
St Mary's altar. 

Here young Lord Francis grew quite pale, and dropped 

■ the fork from his hands, then spake r " Now, truly, wo see 

■ this hag learns of the devil, for how ei^e conld she have 
* own that our graciona father had accepted the govera- 

mt, unless Satan had visited her in her deu? But let his 
'dearest father be careful. In his opinion, the Duke shonld 
l.j^omise her the pnebenda; hut as soon as the accursed hag 
I showed herself at the cloister (for the devil now kept bet 
[ concealed), let her be seized and burned publicly, for a ter- 
E'Hble warning and example." 

This advice did not please the old Duke. " Franz," ha 
^nid, "thou art a fool, and God forbid that 

Ihoaidst reign in the land; for know that the word of 
'a sacred. Yea, Sidonia shall ha.vc tVift yrc" 
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but I will not entrap my enemy tliroDgii deceit to cleath,fl 
will try to win her over by gentleness. The chaiiceUor al'' 
answer her instantly, and write another letter to the abbe 
of Petersdorf; and Sidonia's ahall be laid upon the altaT'd 
St. Mary's this night, as she reqnested, by c 
lacqueys." 

Tben Duke Philip kissed his pious father's hand, and tj 
tears fell from the good youth's eyes as he excliumed — ■ J* 
'■ Alas, if she aboiild murdei' you too I" 
And here are the two letters, according to the c 
which are yet to be seen in the princely chancery. 
lUC. Marienlliesa K, No. 083. 

"Wr, BoanuiT, dt the gback i 



"In couBequenra of your ropcaled entreaties far a prabeuda (□ tlia 
rloiBter of Msrienfliesj, We, of our great goodnosa, liereby grant the 
Komo unlo yon; hoping that, in future, you -tiill lend an humUe, 
quiat lib, u beseenu a c1(nstt>red miuden, end, in eapecisl, that 71IQ 
will «liv»y» show yourwlf no obedient and faithfol sorvnnt of onr 
Prinoclj- Ilouac So we CTnunit you to GqJ'b lieepingl 

■■Signatum, Old Stettin, llw 20th October, 1603, 
" Boolst.AFi'." 

The other letter, to the abbcaa of Petersdorf, was sent by 
a salmoa lad to the convent, as we shall hear farther on, 
and ran thos: — 

" Wb, Bogislaff, etc. 

" Hereby We send to you a noble damul, named Sidonia von Borh, 
and dulro a cell for ber in your cloislera, even an the otber nuna. Wa 
trnat that miBory may liave aoReued her heart lowarda God, hut if Hhfl 
do not demean herself with Christian sobriety, you have our com- 
mnnda to send her, along with the fish peosanta and olliera, to our 
murt for iudgnietit. 

''God keep you; pray for ua! 



The tetter to Sidonla was, in trath, laid that eemo uight 
upon the altar of St. Maiy's, by a Incqaey, who was further _ 
desired to hide himself in tbe church, and see what became ' 
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of it. Now, the fellow had a horrible dread of staying 
alone in the cborch bj night, so he took the cook, JereouBs 
Bild, along ivith him; and afler they had ItaA the letter 
down upon the altar, they crept both of them into a high 
pew close by, belonging to the AtUick CounsBllor, Dieteriok 
Stempel. 

Nowmark what happened. They bad been there about 
an hour, and the moon was ponring down as clear as day- 
light from the high altar window; when, all at once, the 
letter upon the altar began to move about of itself, as if 
it were alive, then it Lopped down upon the floor, from that 
danced down the altar steps, and ao on all along the nave, 
tbongh no human being laid hands on it the while, and 
not a breath or stir was heard in the chui'ch.* 

Our two carls nearly died of the fright, and solemnly 
attested by oath to his Highness the troth of their relation. 
Thereby yonng Lord Frans was more strengthened in this 
belief concerning Sldonia's witchcraft, and bad many argu- 
ments with his father in consequence. 

" His Lord father might easily know that a letter conld 
not move of itself, without devil's magic Now this letter 
had moved of itself; a-go," &c 

Whereupon his Highness anawered — 

" Wlen had he over doubted the power of Satan 7 Ah, 
never; but in this instance who coald tell what the carls m 
then: fright bad seen or not seen? For, perhaps, Sidonia, 
when she observed them hiding b the pew, had stuck a 
Ush-book into the letter, and so drawn it over to herself. 
He remembered in his youth a trick that had been played 
on the patron — for this patron always went to sleep during 
the sermon. So the sexton let down a fish-hook throngh 
the ceiling of the charcb, which, catching hold of the 
patron's wig, drew it up in the Mght of the whole congrega- 
tion, who afterwards swore that they had seen the said 
wig of their patron carried up to the roof of the church by 
witchcraft, and disappear throngh a hole in the ceiling, as if 
it had been a bird. Some time after, however, the sexton 

whtrtB. 
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oouf«e»ed bi^ knavery, anil the patrou's llj'iag nig had Ij 
a atanillne joke ia the country ever ^nee." 

Bui the young lord still sliook bis heaii — 

"All. they would yet beo wiig was rigiit. Ha w 
of the same opinioQ." 

But I shall leave these srgumeuts at once, for the resnlt 
will lu)ly show which party was in the right. 

Summa. — Sidoma, next day, lirovc in her one-hoi'se cart 
again to the convent gate at Marieufliess, accoinpaiiied by 
another old hag as her eervani. Now the peasaatA bad 
jnet arrived with the salmon, which the Duke dcapatohed 
every fortnight as a present to tho convent, and the letter of 
his Grace had arrived also. 80 many of the nans ivere 
assembled on the great steps looking at the fiah, and wait- 
ing for the abbess to divide it amongst them, as was her 
custom. Others were gathered round tho abbess, weeping 
as she totd them of the Duke's letter, and the good mother 
herself nearly fitinted when she read it. 

So Sidonia drove straight Into tho court, as the gates 
were lying open, and shouted-^ 

"What the devill Is this a nans' cloister, where all the 
gates lie open, and the carls corae in and out as if it were 
a dove-cot? Shame on ye, for light wantonsi Wait;- 
Sidonla will bring yon into order. Hal ye turned lUe onl, 
bnt now ye must have me, whether ye will or no!" 

At such blasphemies the nuns wete atrnck dumb. How- 
ever, the abbess seemed as though she heonl them not, bnt 
advaucbg, hid Sidonia welcome, and said — 

" It was not possible I0 receive her into the cloister, until 
she had command &om his Grace so to do, which command 
she now held in her hand." 

This aottened Sidonia somewhat, and she asked— 

" What are tho nuns domg there with the fish ?" 

"Dividing the salmon," was the answei-. 

Whereupon she jumped out of tho cai't, and declared 
that she most gut her portion also, I'or salmon was a right 
good thing for supper. 

Whereupon, the sub-priorcsS, Dorothea von Stettin, cut 
her off a fine large head-piece, which Sidonia however poshed 
away soomfnlly, crying — 
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ie! what did she mean by tbat? The devil might I 
(at the head-piece, btit give her the tail. She had never in. 
r life eaten anything but the toil-piece; the tail was 

So the abbess signed to them to give faer the tail-end; . 

■T whicli, she afked to see her cell, and, on being shown I 
), cried ont again — 

" Fie on thenil was that a. eel! for a lady of her degree? 
Why, it was a pig-atye. Let the abbess pnt her young 
litter of nnns there; they would be better in it than n 
ing up and down the convent conil with the fish-carls. 

I moat and will have the refectory." 
And when the abbess answered — 
'■That was the prayer-room, where the slaters met night 1 
iad morning for vespers and mutins;" she heeded not, but 1 
won, 
A: 



"Let them pray in tlie chapel — the chape! i 






And so saying, she commanded her maid, who was no 
other than \yolde Albrechts, though not a soal iu the convent 
knew her, to carry all her luggage sti'wght into the rcfec 
tory. 

What could the poor abbess do? She had to submit, 
not only give her np the refectory, hot, finding that | 
had no bed, oi'der one in for her. Item — seeing that I 
idonia was iu rags, sho desired black serge tor a robe to ' 
brought, and a white veil, such as tlie sisturhood wore, s 
bid the nans stitch them up for her, thinking thus to ^ 
her over by kindness. Also, she desired tables, stools, &c I 
_jd in the refectory, since she so ardently 
»irrd to possess this room. But what fruit all this kind- 
Kiess brought forth we shall see iu liber tertiui. 
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CHAPTER I. 

UOW THE Sl'n-PBIORESS DOBOTHEA STETTIN VISITS SIDOKIA K 
EXTOLS HER VIRTUE. — ITEM; OF SII>0SI4'8 QUABBEL At 
THE DAIRY-WOMAN, AND HOW S9B BEATS THE SHERIFF B 
SELF, EQGERT SPARLINU, WITH A UROOH-STICK, 

Most eminent and illustrious Friocel ^oar Serene lligbneas 
will surely pardon me if I pitas over, in tibro tertio, many of 
ttie qnaiTels, bickerings, strifes, and evil deeds, with which 
Sidonia disturbed the peace of the convent, and brought 
many a goodly person therein to a crael cud; first, because 
these things are already mnch known and talked of; aad 
seoondly, because such dire and Satiinic wickedness mast 
not i>e so much as named to gentle ears by me. 

1 shall, therefore, only set down a few of the principal 
events of ber convent life, by which yonr Grace and others 
may easily conjecture much of what still remains unsaid; 
for traly wickedness advanced and strengthened in her day 
by day, as decay in a rotting tree. 

The morning after her arrival in the convent, while it 
was yet quite early, and Wolde Albrcchts, her lamo maid, 
was sweeping ont the refectory, the sub-prioress, Dorothea 
Stettin, came to pay her a visiL She had a piece of salmon, 
and a fine haddock's liver on a p!ato to present to the lady, 
and was full of jor and gratitnde that so pions and chaste 
a maiden should have eutered this coavent. "Ah, yesl it 
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,3 indeed terrible to ace how the convent gates lay op^n, 
d the men-folk walked in aud out, ss the Iai]y hcreelf had 
Mu yesterday, And wonld sister Sidonia believe it, Borne- 
mes the carla came in bare-legged 7 Not alone old Mattliiaa 
Winterfeld, the convent porter, but others — yea, even in 
their ahirt-alsevea sometimea — oh, it was shocking even to 
think of! She had talked about it long enongh, bat no one 
heeded her, though tmly, she wiia sub-prioress, and onght 
to have anthority. However, if sister Sidonia would make 
common cause with her from this time forth, modesty and 
sobriety might yet be brought back to theif blessed clobUr." 
Sidonia desired nothing better than to make commou 
cause witb the good simple Dorothea — bnt for her own par- 
poses. Therefore she answered: "Ay, truly; this matter oE 
_;the open gat«s was a grievons sin and ahame. What else 
^^ere these giddy wantons thinking of but lovers and matri- 
wiy? She really blushed to see them yesterday." 
' Ilia. — "Troe, true; that was jost it. Ail about love 
d marriage was the talk for ever amongst them. It made 
r heart die within her to think what the yoang maidens 
e now-a-days." 

HtBc. — " Had she any instances to bring forward; what 

had they done?" 

Ula. — "AiasI instances enough. Whynot long since, a 
nan had married with a clerk, and this last chapldn, David 
^jSrosskopf, bad taken another nun to wife himself." 
H«c — "Ob, she was ready to faint with horror." 
'"a. — (Sobbing, weeping, Knd falling upon Sidonia's 
^k) " God be praised that she had found one righteous 
'ii this Sodom and Gomorrah. Now she would swear 
ship to her for life and death 1 And bad she a little 
rop of wine, jnst to pour on the haddock's liver? it tasted 
;r stewed in wine! but she would go for some 
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The live 



mnst jnst get c 



e torn on the fire, 



iDd then the butter and spices have to be added. She ' 
Kiuld teach her how to do it if she did not know, only let 



B talking about? Cooking was J 



e old maid make up the fire." 



Hiec — " What v _ 

Gild's play to her; she had other things to cook tba 
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'IHa. — (Weeping) "Ah! let not her chaste aiater be 
angry; she had meant it dl in klndnesa." 

Hcec — "No doubt — hot why did she call the convent a. 
Sodom trad Gomorrah? Did the nuns ever admit a lorer 
into their cells?" 

Ilia — (Screaming with horror) "No, no, fie! how could 
the chaste sister bring her lips to ntter such words?" 

Hcec. — " What did she mean, then, by the Sodom and 
Gomorrah?" 

Ilia. — "Alaal the whole world was a Sodom and 
Gomorrah, why then not the convent, since it lay in the 
world? for though we do not sin in words or works, yet we 
may sin in thought, and this was evidently the case with 
Bomo of these young things, for if the talk, in their hearing, 
was of marriage, they laughed and tittered, so that it was a 
scandal and abomiuation I" 

Hicc.— "Bnt had abe anything else to teli her — ^what 
hadahe come for?" 

Ilia. — " Ah I ahe had forgotten. The abbess sent to say, 
that she must begin to knit the gloves directly for the 
canona of Camyn. Here was the tbreSd." 

Hiec. — "Thousand devils! what did she mean?" 

Ilia. — (Crossing herself) "Ahl the pioaa sister might 
let the devils alone, though (God be good to ua) tlie world 
was indeed fall of them !" 

Hsec — " What did she mean then by this knitting — to 
talk to her bo — the lady of castles and lands?" 

ILIa. — "Why the matter was thas. The reverend canons 
of Camyn, who were twelve in number, purchased their beer 
always from the convent^for snch had been the nsago 
from the old Catholic times — and sent a wagon regularly 
every half year to fetch it home. In return for this good- 
ness, the nnns knit a pair of thread gloves for each canon 
in spring, and a pair of woollen ones in winter." 

Hiec — "Then the devil may knit them if he chooses, 
hut she never will. Whatl a lady of her rank to knit 
gloves for these old fat pannchea! No. no; the abbess 
must come to herl Seud a measage to bid her come." 

And tmly, in a little time, the abbess Magdnlena von 
Petets3wf, came as she waa bid; for she had reaolved to 




y anil co(H]uer SiUonia's iiride ami insolence by softness 
i hnmility. 
r BnC wbaC it atonn of vov<!s fell upon the worthy 
Imtroitt 

" Was this treatment, forsootli, tor a noble lady? To bs 
Ud to knit gloves for a set of lazy canons. Marry, she 
lud better send the men at once to her room, to hare them 
No wonder that leslty and wantonness should 
reign throughout the convent I" 

Here the good mother interposed — 
"Bat coold not sister Sldonia moderate her language a 
liltle? Snch rtolence ill-became a spiritual maiden. If 
she would not hold by the old usage, let her say so quietly, 
aud then she herself, the abbess, would undertake to knit 
the gloves, since the work so displeased her." 
L Then she turned to leave the room, but, on opening the 
Boor, tumbled right against sister Anna Apenborg, who 
Kraa stnck up close to it, with her ear agaiust the creyice, 
^Btening to what was passing inside. Anna screamed at 
Heat, for the good mother'^ head had given her a stoat 
Hlow, but recovering quickly, as the two prioresses passed 
Hfit, earthed to Sidonia — 

^f "Her name was Auna Apenborg. Uer father, Eliaa, 
H^welt in Nadrcnsee, near old Stettin, and her grcat-great- 
Hjrandfather Caspar had been with Bogialaff X. in the Holy 
HAnd. She had come to pay her respects to the new sister, 
Hff she was cooking iu the kitchen yesterday when the lady 
^prrived, and never got a sight of her, but she heard that 
Hfcis dear new sister was a great lady, witit castles and 
Hbnds. Her father's cabin was only a poor thing thatched 
Hrith straw," Sec ■ 

K All this pleased the proud Sidonia mightily, ao she j 
Bheckoned her into the room, where the aforesaid Anna im- I 
Kiediitely began to stare about hor, and devour everything 1 
Hirtth her eyes; but seeing such scanty fnmitui'e, remarked j 
Hkquiringly — I 

H "The dear sister's goods are, of course, on the road?" 1 
B. This spoiled all Sidonia's good humour in a moment, and A 
^kc snappishly asked-.- M 

^L "What brought her there?" _^^^^ 
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Herenpon the other excoaed herself — 
" The raaid had told her that the dear sister was going 
to eat her salmon tor her Inuch, with bread and batter, but 
It was much better with kale, and if aho had none, her 
maid might come down now and cat somo in the garden. 
This was what abe had to eay. She heard indeed that the 
anb-prioress and Agnea Ifleist ate tbeu- salmon stewed in 
butter, but that was too rich; for one should be very par- 
ticular about salmon, it was so apt to disagree. However, 
if Mster Sidonia would juat mind her, she would teach her 
ail the different ways of dressing it, and no one waa 
the worse for eating salmon, if they followed ber plan. 

But before Sidonia httd time to answer, the chatter-bi 
had ran to the door and lifted the latch — 

"There was a strange woman in the conrt-yard, wU 
something nnder her apron. She mnst go and see what' 
was, but would be back again mstantly with the news.*' 

In a sbDit time she retnmed, bringing along with 
Sheriff Sparling's dairy-woman, who carried alargebnndlei 
flax nnder her apron. This she set: down before Sidonii 

"And his Worship bid her say that she must apui all 
this for him without delay, for be wanted a new set of 
shirts, and the thread mnst be with the weaver by CI 



her 
iver 



When Sidonia heard this, she fell into a right rage 
earnest — 

"May the devil ring bis ears, the peasant carll To send 
Bach a message to a lady of her degree 1" 

Then she pitched the flax out of the door, and wanted 
to shove the dairy-woman oat after it, but she stopped, and 
said — 

"His Worship gave all the nuns a bushel oi 
their trouble, and sowed it for them; so she had 
as the others did." 

Sidonia, however, was not to be appeased — 

"Uay the devil take her and her flax, if she 'did not 
trot out of that instantly." 

So she pushed the poor woman out, and then pantingj 
and blowing with rage, asked Anna Apenborg to tell bt$ 
what this boor of a sberift" waa like?" 
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Ilia. — "He was a strange man. Ate fiali every day, 
and always cooked the one way— namely, in beer. How 
this was possible ahe conld not understand. To-day she 
Jteard be was to have pike for hb dinner." 

H»c. — "Was she asking the fool what he ate? What 
ahe care ab'out Lia dinners? Bat what sort of d 
he, and did all the nnns in trnth spin for him?" 
la. — "Ay, truly, except Barbara Schetzkow; she was 
dead now. But once when he went atorming to her cell, 
she jnst turned him out, and so she had peace ever after. 
For he roared like a bear, but, in truth, was a cowardly 
rabbit thia same sheriff. And she heard, that one time, 
when be was challenged by a noble, he shrank away, and 
never stood up to his qnarrel." 

But jast then, in walked the aherilT himself, with a horse- 

.jrhip in hia hand. He was a thick-set, gray^headed feUow, 

id roared at Sidonia — 

What? Uiou old, lean bag — so than wilt spin no 

? May the devil take thee, bnt thou shalt obey my 

iramauds I" 

seolded, Sidonia quietly caught hold of ' 
'the broom, and grasping it with both bands, gave auch a , 
blow with the handle on the gray pate of the sheriff that ' 
be tumbled against the door, while she screamed ont — | 

"Hal thon peasant boor, take that for calling me a hag 
^the lady of castle and landsl" 

Then she struck him again and agdn, till the sheriff at I 
tluBt got the door open and bolted ont, nmning down the i 
itairs as hard as he could, and into the court-yard, where, 

mfely landed, he shook the horsewhip ap at , 
Hdonia's windows, crying out — 

I will make you pay dear for this, Anna Apeaborg 

witness of the aasaulL I will swear information this 

day before hia Highness, how the bag assaulted me, 

sheriff, and superintendent of the convent, in the per- 

of my duty; and pray him to deliver an hononr- 

cloiater from the presence of anch a vagabond." 

Then he went to tbo abbess, and begged her and the ^ 

lUna to sustain him In hia accusation — 

fluch wickedness aud^aiToganca hsai u&l^ 
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oalj- feel E^^ 



HMO uniler Uio sao. Let the good abbess oalj- i 
U«<l; thtn wsg a iamp as big as an egg on it- Truly, 
ho h4d bail n mind to liorscwhip her black and blae; bnt that 
"MolJ have been iiiegal; so he thanked God that he hmj 
rMtrniiied himself." 

Ilioa ho made the ablieiis feel h!a head again; also, Anna 
Aponborg-, who happened to corae ia that moinenl. 

Bnt the worthy mother knew not what to do. She told 
the sheriff of Sidouia'a behavionr aa she drove into the 
convent; also, how she had possessed herself of the refec- 
tory by force, refused to kuit or spin, and had sent for her, 
the abbess, bidding her come to her, as if she were no belter 
'hmn a serring-wenoh. 

At last, the sheriff desired all the nona to be sent for, 
■nd in their presence drew up a petition to his Highness, 
praying that the honourable convent might lie delivered 
from the presence of this dragon, for that no peace could 
ba expected witliin the walla until this vagabond and evil- 
minded old hag were turned out on the road again, or 
whei'fiver else his Highness pleased. Every one present 
signed this, with the exception of Annit Apenborg and the 
sob-prioress Dorothea Stettin. And many think that in 
consideration of this gentlenoaa, Sidonia afterwards spared 
their Uvea, and did not bring them to n premature grave, 
like as Bhfi did the worthy abbess and others. 

For, the neit time that she caught Anna at her old 
h^it of listening, Sidonia said, while boxing her — 

"You should gel something worse than a box on the 
t"«r, oo!y for your refusal to sign that lying petition to his 
lliehoess." 

Samma. — After a few days, an answer arrived from his 
Otwst the Duke of Stettin, and the abbess, with the sheriff, 
[irDoaedod with it to Sidonia'a apartment 

"I'hBy fcnnd her brewing beer, an art in which she ex- 
CtMtii and the letter which they banded to her ran ihns, 
ivccardlnjt to the copy received likewise by the convent — 
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the conrent ; forduiT uf Ahj bavisg slmck our wortby sberiff 
head with ■ bronm-atick. We hereby dedurr, dciire, ukI comnumt 
that, imlesa thou gifeit iluo obedience to the aulhoritio. Uf md 
tpiritual, doing this ncli. with humility md m«kn(a!> ctfd ds the 
otiier tijicra, the (aid anthoriliej ahall have roll power W tiini ihee 
oat of the conrent, bj laeam of their buUBs or otbnwise, u Ibey 
pleue, ^ving thee back again to rhiit pn^tion from ahich Ibou 
WMt cescBcd. Farther; thwi art herewilb lo deliver op the Tefoetoiy 
IQ the abbess, uf which We hear thou bust ahameTally puaaeraed thy- 

Ml£ 

"Old Slellia, lUlh Sovcmber, 1603. 

" BOGISLlFl'." 

SldoDia scarcely looked at llie letter, but tbrnst it nnder 
the pot on the fire, where it sooa blazed away to help the 
brewing, and exclaimed — 

"They had forged it between them; the prince never 
wrote a line of it. Nor wonld he have sent it to her by 
the hands of her enemies Let it burn there. Little 
ti'onble would ebc take to read their villiany. Bnt never 
fear, they should have something in retani for their 
pain 9." 

Hereupon she blew on tbein both, and they hiid scarcely 
reached the court, after leaving her apartment, when bolli 
were seized with escraciatiog pama in their limbs; both 
the sheriff and the abbess were affected in precisely the 
same way— a violent pain first in the little finger, then on 
through the hand, up the arm ; finally throughout the whole 
Lfkume, as if the members were tearing asunder, till ihey 
b screamed aloud for very agony. Doctor Scbwalenberg 
I sent for from Stargard, but his salve does no good; 
bey grow worse rather, and their cries are dreadfid to 

to, for the pain has became intolerable. 
r So my brave sheriff tarns from a roaring ox into a poor 
Jowardly hare, and sends off the dairy-woman with a fine 
fiannch of venison and asweet-bread to Sidonia: "HisWor- 
sbip's compliments to the iilustrioua lady with these, and 
begged to know if she could send him anything good for 
the rheumatism, which bad attacked him quite suddenly. 
The Stargard doctor was not worth the air he breathed, and 
his salvo had only made him worse in place of better. " 
would send the iilustrioua Udy also &onUi 'qctq 
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ligbU; she might like tlicin through the winter, but t 
were not made yet." 

When Sidonia heard tliis she laugiied loudly, dan 
about, and repeated the verse wliich was then heard for. j 
lirst time from her lips; bat afterwards she made use o 
when abont any evil deed r — 

" Also klcicn iitid alau kral 



le Han 



le Knt: 



The dairy-women stood by in silent wonder, first looking at 
Sidonia, then at Woldc, who began to dance likewise, and 



At last Sidonia answered : " This time I will help him ; bat 
if he erer bring the roaring ox out of the stall ag^n, ua- 
suredly he will repent it." 

Hereon the dairy-mother tnmed to depai-t, bnt suddenly 
stood quite still, staring at Anne Woldo; at length said, — 
" Did I not see thee years ago spinning flas in my 
mother's cellar, when the folk wanted to bring thee to an ill 

But the hag denied it all: " The devil may have been ia 
hei' mother's cellar, bat she had never seen Marienfliess in 
her life before, till she came hither with this illostrioua 

So the other seemed to believe her, and went out, and by 
the time she reached her master's door, his pabs had all 
vanished, so that ho rode that same day at noon to the 
hunt. 

The poor abbess heard of all this through Anna Apen- 
borg, and thereupon bethought herself of n little embassy 
likewise. 

So she bid Anna take all sorts of good pastry — and a, 
new kettle, and greet the Lady Sidonia from hor; " Cuold 
the dear sister give her anything for the rhenmatism? She 
heard the ahcriir was quite cured, and all the doctor's snlvcs 

■ " So clnw end so scrutdi 

Jly dofta anrt my caiM." 
f " So daw antl to scmtvli 

Our ijagg and our oa^ 
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and plasters were only making her worse. She 

dear siiiter a few dainties — item, s new kettle. 

kettle had not yet arrived. Item, she begged her accept' 

ance of all the fomittirc, &c. which she had lent her for her 

apartment. 

At this sccDod message the horrible witch laughed and 
danced as before, repeating the same coaplet; and the old 
hag, Woldc, danced behind her like her shadow. 

Now Anna Apenborg's cnriosity was excited in the 
highest degree at all this, and her feet began to beat ap and 
down on the door as if she were dying to dance Ukewise; 
at last she esclaimed: " Ah, dear ladyl what is the mean- 
ing of that? Conld you not teach it to me, if it cares the 
rhenmatism? that is, if there iie no devil's work in it (from 
which God keep us). I hare twelve pounds of wool lying 
by me ; will you lake it, dear Lady, for teaching me the 
secret?" 

Bnt Sidonia answered, " Keep yonr wool, good Anna, 
and I will keep my secret, seeing that it ia impossible for 
me to teach it to yon; for know, that a woman can only 
leam it of a man, aad a man of a woman ; and this we call 
the doctrine of sympathies. However, go yonr ways now, 
and tell the abbess that, if she does my will, I will visit 
her and see what I can do to help her; but, remember, my 
will she mnst do," 

Hereupon sister Anna was all eagemcas to know what 
flier will was, but Sidonia bade her hold her tongue, and then 
" ■ i np the viands in the press, while Wolde went into 

e kitchen with tho kettle, where Anna Apenborg followed 
"ck something out of the old hag, but 
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CUA.PTEH II. ^H 

BIDONIA VISITS TEIB ABBESS, UAGSALENA VON FETEHSD^^^^ 
AND EXPLAINS IIE[t WISHES, BUT IS DIVERTED TO OTl^^H 
OU.IECTS BY A BIOST or DAVID LUDEQE, THE CBAPUiUt^^H 
TSE CONVENT. ^j 

Wheh Sidonia went to visit the abbe^, as she had pro- I 
misod, she foiiad her lying in bed and moaning, so that it 
might hare melted the heart of a stone; but the old wituh j 
seemed qnite aarprised: "What could be the matter with 
the dear good mother? but by God's help she would try !l 
and cure her. Uuly, concerning this little matter of the | 
refectory, ii might as well be settled first, for Anna Apen- i 
horg told her the room i^as to be taken from her, bnt would | 
not the good mother permit hor to keep it?" I 

Aud when the tortured matron answered — "Oh, yesj 
iwep it, keep it," Sidonia went on: — ' 

" There was just another little favour she expected for 
caring her dear mother (for, by God's help, she expected t* , 
cure her). This was — to make her euh-prioress in place of 
Dorothea Stettin; for, in the first place, the sitnation woa i 
due to her rank, she being the most illastrions lady in the '. 
convent, dowered with castles and lands; secoodly, because 
her illustrious forefathers had helped to found this convent; 
and thirdly. It was dae to her age, for she was the natural 
mother of all these young doves, and much more fitted to 
keep them in order and strict behaviour than Dorothea 
Stettin." 

Here the abbess answered; "How could she make her 
sub-prioress while the other iived? This was not to be 
done? Truly sister Dorothea was somewhat prudish and 
whining, this she could not deny, for she had snffered many 
crosses in her path; but, withal, she was an npright, honest 
creature, with the best aud simplest heart in the world; and 
so little selfishness, that verily she would lay down her life 
for the sisterhood, if it were necessary." 

nia " A good heart was all very well, bnt what could 
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I it do wichoDt reapect? and liow could a. poor tool be re- 
Lq«ctedwlio lell into fits if she saw a bride, particulfirly 
rjbere, where tbe yonng sisters thoaght of nothing bnt mar- 
iage, from morning till night." 

[ HiBO. — " Yet she was held in great respect and hoQonr 
f alt the sisterhood, as she herself contd testify." 

" Stuff! she mnat be snb-prioress, and there was 
ti eud of it, or tbe abbess might He gioamng there till sho 
a as stiff as a pole." 

'■ Alasl Sidonia," answered the abbess, "I wonld rather 
e here as stiff as a pole— or, ia other words, lie here a 
>rpse, for I understand thy meaning — thau do anght that 
was unjasL" 

Ilia. — " What was unjnst? The old goose need not be 
turned ont of her office by force, but persnaded out of it — 
that would be an easy matter, if ehe were so humble and 
excellent a creature." 

Hebc — "But then deceit must be practised, and that she 
'd aevei- bring herself to." 
Ilia. — " Yet yon coald all practise deceit against me, and 
md off that complaint to his Highness tJie Prince." 
Hnc — '^ There was no falsehood there nor deceit, but 
fta openly expreseed wish of the whole convent, aud of his 
Worship the sheriff." 

" Then lot the whole convent, and his Worship the 
B^tfiff, make her well againj she would not troablo herself 
iront the matter." 
Whereupon she rose to depart, but tbe safferiog abbess 
^Atrctched out her hands, and begged for the sake of Jesus, 
lltbat she would release her from this torture ! " Take every- 
■'Ihing — everything thon wiahest, Sidonia — only leave ma 
I my good conscience. Thy dying hour mast one day coma 
1 ohl think on thaL" 

" The dying honr is a long way off yet" (and she 
Hved to tbe door), 
B-Hkc. — (Murmuiing) : — 

" "Why sfioolil iieulUi Ciom God estrange thee? 
Morning comctli and may change ilicf ; 
Ltfb, to-day. its hues may barrow 
Wbere tiw graTE'WDTin fMs to 
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Itt4.— " Look 10 joareelf then. Speak ! Mate mo « 
[wicmss, kod be cnml on tbe instant." ^ 

H»c — (Tnmmg herself back npon the piUow) " No, 4 
temptress; begone; — 



Go. leave me; my life is jo the hand of God. ' For if H 
live, WE live nnto the Lord; and if we die, we die unto the 
Lord, Living, therefore, or dying, we are the Lord's.' " 
, So saying, the pious mother tnmed her face to the wall, 
and Sidonia went ont of the chamber. 

Ill a little while, however, she rettimed: "Would the 
good mother promise, at least, to offer no opposition, if 
Dorothea Stettin proposed, of her own free will, to resign 
the office of anb-prioresa? If bo. let her reach forth her 
Iiaad, she would soon find the palna leave her." 

The poor abbess assented to this, and, oh, wonderl as it 
came, so it went; first ont of the little finger, and then by 
degrees out of the whole body, so that the old mother wept 
tor joy, and thanked her mnrderess. 

Just then the door opened, and David Lndoek, the 
chaplain whom the abbess had sent for, entered in hia 
snrplice. He was a fine tall man, of about thirty-fiva 
years, with bright red lips and jet-black beard. 

He wondered mnch on hearing bow the abbess had been 
cared by what Sidonia called " sympathies," and smelled 
devil's work in it, but said nothing — for he was afrjud; 
spoke kindly to the witch-hag even, and extolled her 
learning and the nobility of hei- race; declaring that he 
knew welt that the Von Borks had helped maiuiy to fonnd 
this cloister. 

This mightily pleased the sorceress, and she grew qnito 
friendly, asking 1dm at last: "What news he had of his 
wife and childi'en?" And when he answered; "He had 
no wife nor children," her eyes Ut np again like old cinders, 
and she began to jest with him about Ids going abont so 
freely in a cloister, as alio observed be did. But when she 
saw that the priest looked grave at the jestiags, she 
changed her tone, and demurely asked him " If be would 
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be ready after sermon on Sunday to assist at her assuming 
the nun's dress ; for though many had given up this old 
usage, yet she would hold by it, for love of Jesu.*' This 
pleased the priest, and he promised to be prepared. 
Then Sidonia took her leave ; but scarcely had she reached 
her own apartment when she sent for Anna Apenborg. 
" What sorj; of man was this chaplain ? she saw that he 
went about the convent at his pleasure. This was strange 
when he was unmarried." 

lUa. — " He was a right friendly and well-behaved gen- 
tleman. Nothing unseemly in word or deed had ever been 
heard of him." 

Haec. — " Then he must have some private love-affair." 

Ilia. — " Some said he was paying court to Bamberg's 
sister there in Jacobshagen." 

Haec. — "Hal very probable. But was it true? for 
otherwise he should never go about amongst the nuns the 
way he did. It was quite abominable: an unmarried man ; 
Dorothea Stettin was right. But how could they ascertain 
the fact?" 

Ilia. — "That was easily done. She was going next 
morning to Jacobshagen, and would make out the whole 
story for her. Indeed she herself, too, was curious about 
it,'^ 

Haec. — " All right. This must be done for the honour 
of the cloister. For according to the rules of 1569, the 
court chaplain was to be an old man, who should teach the 
sisters to read and write. Whereas, here was a fine carl 
with red lips and a black beard ; unmarried too. Did ho 
perchance ever teach any of them to read or write ?" 

Ilia. — " No ; for they all knew how already." 

Haec. — " StDl there was something wrong in it. No, 
no, in such matters youth has no truth ; Dorothea Stettin 
was quite right. Ah, what a wonderful creature, that ex- 
cellent Dorothea! Such modesty and purity she had never 
met with before. Would that all young maidens were 
like her, and then this wicked world would bo something 
better." 

Ilia (sighing.) — "Ah, yes; but then sister Dorothea 
went rather far in her notions." 
VOL. II. r 
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lUiL — " Why, when a couple were called in chnrcb, 4 
woman wrs cburchcj}, Dorothea neai'jy fiuntcd. Then, thofu,- 
was a nicbe in tbe chancel for which old Duke Baruim had 
given thorn an Adam and Eve, which he tm-ned and caivcd 
himself. But Dorothea was quite shocked at the Adam, and 
made a little apron to hang before him, thoagb the abbess 
and the whole convent said that it was not necessary. 
But she told them, thnt unless Adum wore his aprou, oever 
would she set foot iu the chapel. Now trnly this was going 
rather fu'. Item, she h^^s been bnard to wonder how the 
LoihI God could send ali the nnimnis naked into the worid; 
as cats, dogs, horses, and tbe like. Indeed she one day 
disputed sharply oil the matter with the chapluin; but be 
only laagbed at ber, whereupon Dorothea went away in a 

Here Sidonia laoghod outright too; bat soon said witli 
grave decorum; "Quite right. The excellent Dorothea 
was a treasure above all irciisurcs lor the con^'ent. Ah, 
Bncb ohaatity and virtuu were rarely to be m^^tli in this 
wicked world." 

Now Anna Apenborg~BaJ hardly turned her back, to go 
and chatter all this back again to tbe sub-prioi-ess, when 
Sidonia proceeded to tap some of her beer, and called tha 
convent porter to her — Matthias Winterfcld, bidding him 
carry it with her greetings to the chaplain, David Ludeok. 
(For her own maid Wolde was lame, ever since the rocking 
she got at WolgasC So Sidonia was in the habit of sending 
the porter of all hei- messages, much to bis annoyance.) 
When he came now he was in his shirt sleeves, at which 
Sidonia waa wroth: " What did he moan by going about 
the convent lu shirt sleeves? Never let bim appear before 
her eyes in each unseemly trim. And was tbia a time even 
for flhirt sleeves, when they were in the month of November? 
but winter or summer be must never appear ao." 

Hereupon tbe fellow excused himself. He was killing 
geese for some of the nnns, and bad just put off bis coat, 
not to have It spoiled by the down; but aha is nothing 
molMed; ecolds bim still, so the fellow mukes off mthuui 
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lotticr word, feaiing lie might get il toucli of iho 
rheumatism, like the nbbess nnd his worghI|i tlie sheriff, 
and carries the be«r-caa t{) the reverend chapkiu; frora 

fwhom he eoou brings baclc "his grateful acknowkiigmcuti 
i» the Lady Sidouia." 
[ Two days now passed over, but on the third morning 
nana Apenborg trotted in to the refectory full of news. 
febe was quite tired from lier journey yesterday; for the 
SDon VB3 deep on the roads, but to pleasure sister Sidonia 
(and besides, as it was a mattei' that concerned the honour 
of the convent) she bad set off to Jacobshagen, though 
indeed the snow lay anklc-deep. Hoivever, ehe was well 
repaid, aud had heai'd all she \vaut«d; oil, there wan great 
ncH'sI 

"tiuickl what? how? why? Itemenihcr it is 

ir the honour and reputAtion of the eutire couvcdL" 

HiGc. — " She bad first gone to one person, who pretended 

lot M know anything at all of the matter, but then another 

[person had told her the whole story: under the Ecal of [be 

strictest Bcoresy, however." 

Ilia. — "IVhat is it? what is it? llow she went on 
chattering of nothing." 

Hafc — ■■ But will the dear sister promise not to breathe 
it to mortal? She would be ruiued with her best friend 
otherwise." 

"Nonsouse, girl; who could I repeat it to? 
Income, out with it!" 

So Anna began, in a very iong-winded manner, to explain 
^^ow the burgomaster's wife in Jacobshagen, said that ber 
r^inaid sud that Provost Bamberg's maid said, that while she 
was sweeping his stndy the other morning, she heard the 
jirovost's sUtUf say to her brother in the adjoining room, 
that she could not bear the chaplain David Ludeck, tor hs 
had been visiting there olf and on for ever so long, and yot 
never had asked ber the question, He was a faint-hearted 
coward evidently, and she hated faiut-bearted men. 

Sidooia grew as red as a fire-beacon when she beard 
this, and walked up aud down the apartment as if mudt 
perturbed, so that Anna asked if the dear sister were ill? 
"So" — was the answer. "She waa onlythinkin^Wd' 
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to get lid of tlijs priest, and prevent him runuiug iu auJ 0\ 
of tlie convent whenever bs pleaaeJ. Sbo must try tinil 
have tui order j^ned, that he wa^ only to visit the nmis 
when they were aick. This very day she would see about 
it. Could the good Aaua tell her what the ehcrifi' hud for 
lonoh to-day?" 

Ilia. — "Ay, trnly, could she; for the milk-giil who bad 
brought her some fresh milk, told her that he had got 
plenty of wild fowl, which the keeper had anarod in the net; 
and there was to be a swecE^bread besides. But what was 
the dear sister herself to eat?" 

Haic — "So matter — bat did she not hear a great 
ringing of bells? What oould the ringing be for?" 

ilia, — "That was a sti-ange thing, ti-uly. And there 
was no one dead, nor any child to be christened, that sha 
had heard of. She wonid Just ran out and see, and bring 
the dear sister woiii." 

Ilia. — " Well then, wait till jjvenlng, for it is near noon 
now. and I expect a gnest to lonch." 

Hmc. — "Eh? a guesti — and who coald it be?" 

Ilia "Why the ohapl^u himself. I want to arrange 

about his dismissal." 

So, hardly had she got rid of the chatter-bos, when 
Sldonia called the porter Matthias, ond bid him greet the 
reverend chaplain from her, and say, that as ehe had some- 
what to ask him concerning the Investiture on Sunday, 
would he be her guest that day at ditmer? She hoped to 
have Borae game, with a sweet-bread, and excellent beer to 
set before him. 

When the porter retunied with the anawor fionj his 
Reverence, accepting the invitation, she scut him straight to 
the sheriff with a couple of covered dishes, and a message, 
begging hia Worship to send her half-a-dozen brace or 
BO of game, for she heard that a great many had been 
taken in hia nets; and a sweet-bread, if he had it, for sho 
had a guest to-day at dinner. 

So the dishes came back full. Eveiythiug just ready to 
be served; for the cunning hag knew well that ho dare not 
refuse her, and immediately afierwards the priest arrived to 
He was very fei^^Jy, bnt Sidouia caught him 
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looking very saspiciously at a couple of bnwma, which she 
had laid cvobbwibo mtler tlie tsUc. So she observed : "I 
lay these brooms there, to presiTVo our dear raother and tlie 
Bheritf from falling again into tills Eicknesa. It is part of 
tlie doctrine of sytnpatbies, and I learned it ont of my 
llerbfll, as I caa show yon." Upon which she went to her 
trank and got the book for the priest, whoso feara dimioiahed 
when be saw that it was jirinted, bat lie eonld not prevBil 
on her to lend it to him. 

Snmma. — The priest grew still raoro friendly over the 
good eatmg and drinking; and she, the old hypocrite, dis- 
conrsed him the while abont her heavenly bridegroom, and 
threw up her eyes and sighed, at the same time pressing 
his hand forvently. But the priest never minded it, for she 
old enongh to be his mother, and tteaides, he remem- 
the Scriptare: "No man can call Jesas Lord, except 

tough the Holy Ghost." So as her every third word was 
Jesna," he looked opon her as a most discreet and piona 

iristiao, and went away much satisfied by her and the 

lod dinner. 

CHAPTER in. 



A TEIES ANOTHElt WAV TO CATCH THB FEIEST, BUT FAILS | 

I THBOOQH A UnSTAKE. mOt; OF HER BOnillBLE SPELL, 

[ WEKBHir SUE BSWTTCHED THE WHOLFl PRINCELY BADE OF ] 
I POSIERANIA, SO THAT TO THE GRIEVOUS SOliltOW OF THBIR ] 
FATHEHLAND, TUEY BEIJAIN' BARREN EVEH UMTO T 

B soon &s the piona abbess waa able to leave her bed, she 
fent for the priest, for she had strange suspicions about 
ndonia, and aaked the reverend eierk, if indeed her cure 
lonld baTo been effected by sympathy? and were it not 

Kher some work of the bodily Satan himself? But my 
griest assared her concerning Stdonia's Christian faith; item, 

eld, to the great wonderment of the oblacss, that she no 

Ittiger cared for tha snb-prioret (we know why — she would j 
• Kolc of l)nl;a HoglsUfT XIV. — " Aj-, and will ro tlie InntARSi-M 
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Booner have tlie jiriett tlian the prioret), but was content H 
let Dorothea Stettin keep it or resign it, just as she pleased 

Afler tbjg, the inrestiturc of Sidonia. took place, and tlie 
priest blessed her at the altir, and admoainhed her to t( 
as her model the wise virgins mentioned Matt, xxv. 
God knowss she had followed the foolish virgint 
thnt period, and never ceased doing so to the end Orl 
dajs). 

Even on that very night, we ahull seo her oondact; for 
rIig bid her mnii! Wolde run and call up the convent porter, 
and dispntcb bim instantly For the priest, saying that i>he 
was veiy ill, and he mast come and pray with her. This 
excite<l no snspicjon, since she herself had forbade the priest 
entering the convent, nnless any of the sisMra were eick. 
But Anna Apenbort; slipped out of bed when she henrd the 
noise, and watcheil from the windows for the portw'a rotnm. 
Then she tossed up the window, thoagh the snow blew in 
all over her bed, and called out: "Well, what says he? 
will he come? will ho eome?" 

And when tho fellow gmnted in answer, " Yes, he's 
coming," she wrapped a garment ronnd lier, and set herself 
to watch, though her teeth were chattering from cold all 
the time. In due time the priest came, wherenpon the 
carious virgin crept out of her garret, and down the stairs 
to a little window in the passage which looked in ujton the 
refectory, and through which, in former times, provisions 
were sometimes banded in- There she conld hear every- 
t|iing that passed. 

When the priest entereil, Sidonia stretched out her 
meagre arms towards him, and thanked him for comings 
would he sit down here on the bed, for there was no other 
seat in the room? she had much to tell him that was truly 
wonderlhl. Rut the priest remained standing; let her 

lila — "Ah I it concerned himself. She bad dreamt a 
strange dream (God bo thanked that it was not a reality), 
but it left her no peace. Three limes ehe awoke, and three 
fell asleep and dreamt it again. At last she sent tor him, 
tor there might be danger in store for him, iind she would 
tnra it nwa; if possible." 
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nic. — "It was strango, Ualy. What tlipn liad alia | 
A'eamed?" 

" It seemed to her that laurderera had got up Into I 
^B room through the window, and jnat a^ they were on thi 
loiiit of straDgliap! him, she had ap|>eai'cd and put them ti 

Bght, wherettjMm" (here she paused and sighed). 

Hie ([n great agitation). — "Go on, for God's sake gi 
— wtiat further?" 

lils. — " Wiiereupon — ah I she must tell him now, riaci 
forced her to do it. "WhEreupon, out of gratitude, he 1 
to be his wife, and they were maiTied" (sighing, I 
ind holding both bands before her eyes). 

Hie. (Clasping his hands). — "Merciful Heavenl how | 
Irangel 1 dreamt all that precisely myself."' 
Upon which Sidonia cried out: " How can it be possible? J 
Oh, it is the will of God, David — it is the will of God " (and | 
f seized him by both hands). 

Bat the priest remained aa cold as the snow outside, I 
Ikw back his head and said : " Ah t no doubt these absur- 1 
litiea about marriage came into my head, becnnae I hsul been [ 
'linidiig so mncb over oar young Lord Philip of Wolgast, 
ho waa wedded to-day at Berlin." 
Sidonia started ap at this, and screamed in rage anil I 
iger: "What! Duke Philip married to-day in Berlin? ] 
!')te accnrsed prioress toid me the wedding was 
days after the nest new moon." 
The priest now was more astonished at her manner than 
at the coincidence of the dreams, and he started back 

■ The power of prodacing iKirtlfiiliir dresma liy Tolllion, WM rerog- 
Md by tlie antients and pliilosophors of tba middle ages. Ex. 
llbn-tUH MiigDiu relstps (de rairuiitllhoB mundi !0n) thut horrilile .1 
caiim cBii be produc«l \>y placing an spe's skiii under Uie pillow. I 
t •!«! gives a rfc«ipt for making women, tell their secTete in slwp 1 
lut this I BhsU keep to myaelf), auth phenomena are nuilhar pliyrio- 1 
jically nor psyehDlogically impoarible, but our modem phyalolc^irta J 
e eantsiic to taka tiie mere poor R>nn or nstnre, diaiicet it, amtonilM f 
, and then biuyit beneath the amil of their hypothesis. ThiM, indeed J 
'(hu deoil bury their deud," while all the itrsngc, iqyatBTiaui, tonwij 
iwcra of nature, which the pliilosophera of the middle ages, as P*eUi» 
Ibertus Slngnu*, Tnthcmiui, Cardiinus, llieopha^tuB, &«. did v 
udi to eluoidnte, are at once flippantly and ' 
ttgfiiyal •• Saperittlkins," "AUuritiiw," S 




from tlie beil. WbpreupoQ, perceiving tlic mistake she haS 
made, the horrible witch threw herself down agnin, buJ lettinn 
her hojtd f«ll upon the pillow, mnnnured: " OhI my head! 
my head! She must have locked up the moon in the celhir. 
How will the poor people see now by night? — wiry did the 
prioress lock ap tbo moon? OhI my headi my hcnd!" 
Then abe thanked the priest for coining — it was so good of 
hiia; but she was worse — much worse. "Ah! her head! 
her headI Better go now — but let him come again in the 
mornbg to see her." So the good priest belicred in trutU 
that the detestable hag was very ill, and evidently snffMng 
from fever; so Le wont his way pitying her mnch, and 
withont the least suspicion of her wicket! pnrposes. 

Scarcely, however, had he closed the door, when SIdonia 
sprang like a cat from her bod, and called onC — " Woldo, 
Wolde!" And as the old witch hobbled in with her lame 
leg, Pidonia raged and stamped, crjing out ; " The accnrsed 
abbesa has lied to me. Eruest Ludovlcas' brat was married 
to-day at Berlin. Olil If I am too late now, as on hia 
father's marriage, I shall hang myseif in the laundry. 
Where is Chim — the good-for-iiotliing spirit? — he shonld 
have seen to this." And she dragged him ont and beat 
him, while he quaked like a hare. 

Whereupon Wolde oalied ont: " Bring the padlock from 
the trunk." The other answered: ''What nse now? — the 
bridal pair are long since wedded and asleep." To which 
the old witch replied: "No; it is twelve o'clock here, but 
in Beriin it wants a quarter to it yet. There u time, 
The Bei-lln brides never retire to their apartment till the 
clock Btiikes twelve. There is time still." 

" Then," exclaimed Sidonia, " since the devU cannot 
tell me on what day they hold bridal, I will make an end 
now of the whole accorsed griffin brood, in all its relation- 
ships, branch and root, now and for eveimore, in Wolgast 
as in Stettin ; be tbey destroyed and rooted out for ever and 
for ever. Tlien she took the padlock, and marmured some 
words over it, of which Anna Apenborg conld only catch 
the names, Philip, Francis, George, L'liich, Bogislnff, who 
wei'B all sons to Duke Bogialaff XIII., and in trath died each 
one withont leaving an heir. And, during fu incantation, 
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the light trembled and burned dim upon the table, and the 
thing which she had beaten seemed to speak with a human 
voice, and the bells on the turret swung in the yind with a 
low sound, so that Anna fell on her knees from horror, 
and scarcely dared to breathe. 

Then the accursed sorceress gave the padlock and key to 
Wolde, bidding her go forth by night and fling it into the 
sea, repeating the words : — 

" Hid deep in the sea 
Let my dark spell be, 
For ever, for ever ! 
To rise up never 1" 

Then Wolde asked, " Had she forgotten Duke Casimii*?" 
Whereat Sidonia laughed and said, " The spell had long 
been on him." And immediately after, Anna Apenborg 
beheld three shadows, in place of two, thrown upon the 
white wall opposite the little window. So she strengthened 
her heart to look in, and truly there was another form 
present now. And the three danced together, and chanted 
strange rhymes, while the 'shadows on the wall danced up 
and down likewise. Then a deep bass voice called out: 
"Hal there is Christian flesh herel. Hal there is Chris- 
tian flesh!" Whereupon Anna, though nearly dead with 
fright, crept up to her garret on her knees, while loud 
laughter resounded behind her; and it seemed as if old 
pots were flung up the stairs after her.* For the rest of 
that night, she could not close her eyes. 

Next morning, one can easily imagine with what eager- 
ness she hurried to the abbess, to relate the past night's 
horrible tale. Sidonia likewise is astir early, for by day- 

• Note of Duke Bogislaff XIV. — Incrcdibile sane, et tamen verum. 
Cur, rai Deus ? — [It seems impossible, and yet how true. Wherefore, 
my God ?] 

The spell by knotting the girdle is noticed by Virgil, 8th eclogue : 

" Necte tribus nodis ternos Amarylli colores ; 
Necte Amarylli modo, et Veneris die vincula necto."^ 

[In three knots Amaryllis weaves three different colours ; 
Amaryllis knots and says : I knot the girdle of Venus]. 

The use of the padlock is not mentioned until the middle ages, 
when it seems to have been so much employed that severe ordinanoea 
were directed against its use. 
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break ehe ilcupalched her old lame Wol-le to the chaplS 
(tliB port*r was not up yet) with n can of beer for bis great 
tronble th» night before, and Imsted it wonid strengthen 
hia heart. In thia beer she liad ponreil her detestable love- 
philtmm, to awaken a passion for herself in the breast of 
Oie Reveread David, hat it turned ont qnite otherwise, and 
ended afler the moat Indicrons fashion, no donbt all owing 
to the malice of the spirit Chim, in revenge for the blows 
Bhe had given him the nigbt previous; for, behold, as soon 
aa the priest had swallowed a right good draught of beer, 
he began to stare at the old hag and murmur; then he passed 
his hand over hia eyes, snd motioned her to remain. Agwn 
he looked at her — twice, thrice — put somo silver into her 
hand, and at last spake: "Ahl Wolde, what a benntifal 
creature yon arel Where have my eyes been, that I never 
discovered this before?" 

The cunning hag Paw now plaloly what the drink had 
(lone, and which way the wind blew. So she sat herself 
down simpering, by the stove, and my priest crept np cIo«o 
beside her; he took her hand — "Ahl how Ikt and plump 
jt was — sQch a beautiful band." 

But the old hag drew it back, saying, " Let me go, Mr. 
Davidl" To which he answered; "Yes, go, my treasurel 
1 love to see yon walkl What an exquisite limp I How 
stnpld are men now-a-daja not to see all the beauty of a 
limpl Ahl Venus knew it well, and therefore chosa 
Voioaiu for bo too limped like my Wolde. Give me a kiss 
then. loveliest of women 1 Ahl what enchanting, snow- 
whlto hair, lilte the purest silver, has mv treasnre on her 
hexl" 

So wonder the old lame hag was tickled with the eom- 
imndations, for, io all the sixty years of her life, she never 
had hrard the like before. But she played the prnde, and 
ptehed away the priest with her hand, jast as, by good for- 
ImK, * messenger from the abbess knocked at the door, 
with a TBiiaest that the chaplain would come to the good 
ODtlcr without del*)'- So the old hag went away with the 
nui oi die abtoss, and the priest stopped to dross him- 
^ nuo decently- 

fli^ to mm time ""^ s.\the.ss, who was on the watch. 
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Mw hiin strliliDg past her door; bo she opcneJ tho wlndov 
and called out to know " Where was he soing? Had ha 
foi^tten that she lived there?" To which he iraswered: 
" He muflt first visit Sidonia," At this the worthy matron 
stared at him in horror; bat toy priest went on; and aa ha 
cared more for the maid than the mistress now, ran at once 
into the kitchen, wilhont waiting to see Sidonia i 
reftctory; and eeizing hold of Wolde, whispered, "Thatslie 
moat give him the kias now — she need not be siich a pmdts 
for he hail BO wife. And what beautiful hair! Never in ^ 
his life had he seen snch heautiAil white hairl" Bnt the old 
hag still resisted; iind in the struggle & stool, on which lay 
a pot, was thrown down. 

Sidonia rush ed in at the noise; and behold — there w 
my priest holdinj; Wolde hy the hand. She nearly fainted 
•at the sight. What was he doing with her maid? Then 
■ ling a heavy log of wood, she began to lay it on Wolde's 
loulders, who screamed and roarei while my priest slunk 
away ashamed, withont a word; and a.s he ran down the 
steps, henrd the blows and the acreama still resonnding 
from the kitchen. 

As he passed the door of the abbess's room, again e 
called him in; but as he entered, she cKclaimed in tern 
" My God, what oils yonr lieverence? You look as black 
and red in the face as if yon had had a fit, and had growi 
ton years older in one nightl" 

"Nothing ails me," he answered; then sighed, and 
walked np and down the room, ranrmnring: " What ia the 
world to me? Why should I cnra what the world thinks?" 
Then fiills flat on the ground aa if he were dead, while the 
good abbess soreama and calls for help. In runs Anna 
Apcnhorg — item, several other sisters with theii 
they sti'eich the priest oat upon a bench nes' 
where he soon begins to foam at the mouth, and throw up 
nil the beer, with the love-pbiltram therein, which he had 
dmnk (Sidonia'a power effected this, no doubt, s" 
saw how matters stood). 

Then he heaved a deep aigh, opened his eyes, and asked, 
"Where ami?" Whereupon, finding that his reason a 
clear understanding had been reatoted to \vm. 'aa wif*^*^ , 
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ttio sislevhood to i]cpart (for l!iej had sll mslieil iit 
what WHS going on) nnti leave bim aloue with tlia nbl 
ns 1)1 had matter of grave import to discnsa witli be 
Whereupon ihey ail went ont, except Anna Apenboi'g, M 
enJd lliat slic too liad matter of grave import to relate. S 
findiag she would sot stir, the priest took her b; the ham 
nod put her out at the door along with the others. 
Sow when they were both left done, we can easily 
the anbject of their conversation. The poor prieat rauAa h 
confeBuon, concealing nothing, only lameDting bittertybO! 
be had disgraced his holy callings bat he bad felt, like oi 
in a dream, or under some inflnence which he could n 
Bhake off. In return, the abbess told him of the hort^ 

witnessed by Anna Apeoborg the night before; » 
which they both agreed that no more accursed witch 
was in tho world than their poor cloister held at 
noinent. Finally, pnttmg all the circumatancea to|_ 
the rererend David began to perceive what designs Sidt 
bad upon him, partiailarly when he heard of Anna Ap 
iborg's viut to Jacobsbagen, and the news which she hi 
'IbrOQgbt back Irom thence. So to destroy all hope at oni 
ill the accursed so^ce^es^ and save himself from further in 
{tortnnity and persecution on her part, be resolved to ol 
his hand the very nest day to Barbara Bamberg, for 
truUi he had long had an eye of Christian love upon i 
maiden, who was pious and discreet, and just suited to 
ft pastor's wife. 

Thai they agreed to send for the sheriff, and impart t 
whole matter to hire, he being cloister superintendent; h 
hia answer was: " Lot them go to him, if they wanted 
Sfttk to him; for, as to him, he would never enter t 
ewTeat again — his poor body had suffered too much the 
Ac Ust time." 

Wbmqpon theywent to him, but he coald give no eon 
«A only to leave the matter in the hands of (lod the Lord 
fcr^th«y appealed to the Prince, the sorceress wotdd aure 
111 ill h them again, and they wonld bo screaming di 
nk H^t, IX raay be die at once, and then what help fur 

iriAK was Dot idle; for «hi> «eiit mcBsnges 
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lugliout tbo whob coavoul that she Iny iu lior bed aick 
ilo death, aud they ninst needs come aud pray with her, 
iiig with the piicfit, lefurc thoy assembled iu tho chapel 
service. At this open blasphemy aad hypocrisy, a great 
r and horror fell upon the abbess, likewise upon tho 
eat, s'mee the witch had specially named him, and desired 
it he would come //efore scitlco to pray with her. For a 
ig while he hesitated, at last promised to visit her afla- 
Eervice; but again bethongbl himself that it wonid be more 
adviaablo to visit her before, for he might possibly sacooed 
in unveiling all her iniquities, or if not, he conld pray after- 
wards in the ehm'ch, " that if indeed Sidouia were really 
aiofc, aad a child of God, the jast and merciful Father woold 
raise her up and strengthen hei- in her weakness; but if she 
were practising deceit, and were no child of God, hut an 
poouraed limb of Satan, then he would give her np into the 
ids of God for punishment, for had he not said, ' Vca- 
jioe is mine, I will repay, salth the Lord?'" (IJomans 
xiL 19.) 

This pleased the abbess, auJ forlhwith tlio reverend 
David proceeded to the refectory. 

Now Sidonia had not expected him so early, and she was 
up and dressed, busily brewing another hellish drink to bavo 
ready for Mm by the time he arrived; but when his etep 
sounded m the passage, she whipped into bed and covered her- 
self up with tho clothes, not so entirely, however, bnt that a 
long tail of her black robe fell outside from uuJer the whUo 
sheet — this, nnlnckily for herself, she knew uothmg ot Tho 
priest, however, saw it plainly, and had moreover hoard the 
jump she gave into bed just as ha opened tho door; but ha 
made no remark, only greeted her as usual, and asked what 
ano wanted with him. 

lUa,— " Ahl sho was sick, sick nnto death — would he 
not pray for her? fyr the night before she was too ill to 
pray, and no doubt the Lord was angry with her, by reasou 
of the omission. This mornmg, mdeed, she hud crept oat 
of bed, just to acold hev awkward maid for breaking all the 
pots luid pans, as he himself saw, but had to go to bed ag: 
and was growing weaker aud weaker oveiy quai'tcr of 
hour. But the good priest must taate liet lytw, \^ 
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drink a can of it 6nt in tilnmgthon Uis hcaiL It waa l| 
bent beer shu had ma<!u yet, and her m:ild had jsst ti 
a fresh barruL" 

Ilore the reverend David made answer: "He thaiik| 
hoT tor her beer, bnt would drink none. He cooli! not b 
lieve, either, tliat ebc wa^ as ill an she said, and bad b 
Ifing in bed all the moraiag." 

fiat she pBTsiated aa vehemently ia her falsehoods t 
Jm very boards under her must have fult a3hiunBd>i|| 
they tuul possessed any consciouHnesi. Whereupon I 
priut shuddered iu horror and diagiist, bent duAn alleatH 
d lifted up the piece of her robe which lay outside. 
"What did this mean? did she we<u.' her non's dre 
bod? or waa she not rather making a mock oi' him, aud ^ 
whole ooDvuDt, by her preteuded sickness?" 

Uore Sidoaia grew red with ahame aud wrath; but, a 
she could utter a word, the priest continued with a h 
luid righteotiB anger: — 

" Woe to thee, Sidonia! for thon art a by-word fimOQB 
tbi people. Woe to thee, Sidonhi, for thou hast passed ^ 
youtb In wantonness and thy old age in sin, Woe tatl ' 
tildonUI for ihy helh^ arts brought thy mother the ttbU 
;imd thy father the superinteadent, nearly to their gravJ 
yt'oa to thee, Sidonial for this past night thoa hast takeu 
hwrlUo revenge apoa the whole princely race, and curd 
tllMi hy the power wliich the devU gives thee. Woe J 
Uhhs Sidonial lor by thy hdlish drmk thou didst seek 1 
(liMln>y me, the servant of the livmg God, to thy horri* 
I still nioiM horribly attracting me. Woe to thq 
■tel accursed witch and sorceress, blaspheD 

Ht] Behold thy God liveth and thy Prince live^ 
'IV will rain fire and brimstone npoQ thy iufamon 
iffW to thool woe to thee I woe to thee! thou falj 
^ ^ U tccarsed above all the generations of vii>ei'3- 

l ^ yA tbou e«Cipc eternal damniition?" 

W rightfiotis priest of God had ended bis fearfb 

k tM »taned at himself, for he knew not bow thi 

— f iuto his mouth: then turned from the bod ' 

■■■".Ij a peal of laughter followed him frum 

.'.■ evil happened to hid at that time, as he 
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Tiad fillip expected, from Sidonia (pi-obably she feared to 
exasperate the couvent and the Friuce Sfjainst her too 
mLich)i but she treasured np her Tongoauce to aootliei' op- 
portouity, as we shall hear further on. 



CHAPTER IV. 



HOW DOUOTHEA f 



If Sidonia could not be the paator'a wife, abe was determined 
at leaat to be sub-prioress, and commeaccd her preparatious 
I'oc this object hy kiiittiug a little pair of red hose for her 
cut. Then she sent for Dorothea Stettin, saying that she w 
weak and iU, and no oue took pity on her. 

When the good Dorothea came as she was asked, there lay 
my serpent on the bed in iter nou's robes, groanieg and 
moaning at if her l4ist hour had come; and acarcely hod the 
Bub'prioress taken a seat near her, when my i^t crept ibrth 
from under the bed, in bis little rad hose, mewing and 
rubbing bitnseif up against the rube of the sub-prioress, s 
if praying her to remove thb unwonted constraint from 
bim, of the little red hose. 

After Dorothea had inquired about her sickness, she looked 
at the cat, and asked wonderingly, what was the meaning 
of such a strange dress ? 

Ilia. — " Ah, dear fru^nd, it was dreadful to my feelings 
to see the little animal going about naked, therefore I kult 
little hose for him, as you see; indeed, I am often tempted to 
wonder Low the Lord God could permit the poor anicoals to 
appear naked before us." 

H*c — (Extending her arms for joy. so that she almost 
tumbled back off the stooi) — '■ Oh, God be prised and 
thanked, at last I have found oue chaste soul in this wicked 
world! (sobs, throws up her eyes, falls upon Sidonia's neck, 
tiases her, and weeps over her) ah, yes, one chaste soul at 
ast. like herselfl" 

Ilia. — " True, Dorothea, there is no virtue bo car 
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evil world as chastity. Ah, why has the Lord God placed 
such thuigs before our eyes? I never can comprehend it, 
and never will. What a sight for a chaste virgin these 
naked ammaJsI What did the dear sister think on the 
matter 1" 

Haec — "Ah, she knew not what to think, had asked 
the priest about it." 

lUa. — " And what did he say?" 

Hjbc — " He laughed at her." 

Ilia. — "Just like him, the lewd hypocritical pharisee.*' 

Haec " Eh? she was too hard on the good priest. He 

was a .pure and upright servant of God." ^ 

Ilia. — "Ay, as Judas was. Had not sister Dorothea 
heard — " 

Hsec — "No, for God's sake what? the dear sister 
frightened her already." 

Ilia. — " First, you confess that the priest laughed when 
you talked about chastity?" 

Haec — " Yes, true, ah, indeed true." 

Ilia. — " Then you remember that he preached a sermon 
lately upon adul — upon adul — . No, she never could 
utter the word — the horrible word. Upon the seventh 
commandment, to the great scandal of the enture convent?" 

HsBC. — " Ah yes, ah yes, she was there, and had to stop 
one ear with her finger, the other with her kerchief, not 
to hear all the strange and dreadful things he was saying." 

lUa. — " And yet this was the man that ran in and out 
of the cloister daily at his pleasure, sent for or not. A 
young unmarried man — though the convent rulers especially 
declared an old man — ah, if she were sub-prioress this 
scandal should never be permitted." 

Haec — "What could be done? it was a blessed thing 
to live in peace. Besides, the priest was such a pious 



man." 



Ilia. — "Pious? Heaven defend us from such piety I 
Why, had she not heard? — the whole convent talked 
about it." 

Hsec. — "No, no, for God's sake, what had happened? 
tell her — she had been making sausages all the morning, 
and had heard nothing." 
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^^ Ilk. — "Thea know, ah God, how it i)aiiied lier to talk 
of it — she had heard a great noise in tho kitchen in the 
momiDg, as if all tbe pots and paiia were tambled aboat, 
and when she ran in to see — there waa the priest — oh, her 
cliaste eyea never had seen sctch a aigbt; the pious pries!: 
maltiog loTO to her old maid Wolde." 

Hicc. — "Impossible, impossible! — to her old maid 

_ Wolde?" 

L Ilia. — "Yea, and he was praying her for tiasea, and 

Kipraising her fat hand, and extolling her white hah'. Bot 

P u to what more she had seen — " 

IIa3c. — " For God'a sake, sister, what more?" 
Ilia.. — (Sighing, and covering her face with both hands.) 
" No, no, that she conld never bring her chaste hps to ntter. 
Oh, that snch wickedae^ sboald be in the world (weeping 

» bitterly). Bat she wonid never enter the chapel again, 
Wid that priest there; nor receive the rites from him, 
Bnt this was not all, the dear slater nmst bear how he 
revenged himself upon her, because she mterrnpted his 
toying with the old hag. It was trath, all truth I she 
(Sidouin) grew so ill with fright and horror that she was 
unable to disrobe, and threw herself on the bed jnat as she 
was, but growing weaker and weaker hoar hy honr sent for 
the priest at last, to pray with her, and afterwai'ds to ofier 
up general supplication for her restoration, in the chapel 
with all the sisterhood, bnt only think, tbe shameless 
hypocrite refnsed to pray with her, becanae he spied an end 
of her black robe out of the bed, declaring she was not iil 
at ail, that she was a base liar, all because she had lain 
down in her convent dress, and finally went his way cursing 
and swearing, without even saying one prayer, or uttering 
one word of comfort, as was his duty. And now, alaa I she 
must die without priest or sacrament! To what a Sodom 
and Gomorrah she had cornel But if an old hag liko her 
maid was not safe Iron the shameless parson, how could 
she or any of them be safe? Wliat waa to be done? unless 
the dear sister, as sub-prioress, took the matter hi her own 
■ hands, and broaght him to task about it ~ 
k^ At this proposal the Dther trembled like an aspen leaf, 
^nod fceeraed more dend than alive. Sho w^^t, ■ynsn.^\i ' 
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hands, tor God'3 sake what coiilil she do? how could 
talk on such a matter? Let the abbess see to it, if she 

lUa. — " Stuff, the old pussy— the less said of ha- tlie 
better. Why she was worse than the old maid, Wolda 
herself." 

HaJo. — "The abbess? why the whole convent, and 
the whole world too, talked of her piety and virtne." 

Uliu — " Very virtnona, truly, to have the priest looked 
up with her, and when some of the sisters wished to remaiu, 
BDspecting that all was not right, the priest pushed theni 
out at the door with his own bauds, and bolted it after 
them, as many could testify to her had been done this very 
day. Oh, what a Sodoui and Gomon-nh she had beeu 
betrayed into I (weeping, sobbing, and falling upon Dorothea's 
neck) I pray you, sister, for the sake of our heavenly brido- 
groom, bring th' 'It an nd, otber^'ise Ere and 
brimstone will assnr d and u bo rained down upon our 
poor cloister." 

Still the other ma u ainet. he dear sister must err 

as regarded the abbess. migh be her chaste zeal that 

blinded her. True nou h p b by, what she said of the 
priest; but the w by b — u never could sha believe 
that" 

Ilia. — "Let her have proof then. It was not her cus- 
tom to weaken innocence; call her maid Wolde." 

Then as Wolde entered, Sidonia made a sign, and bid 
her tell the sub-prioress all that the shameless priest had 

Ancilla. — "He had asked her for little kisses, praised 
her hands and hair, and lier beautiful limp, and had sat up 
close to her on the bGuch, llien ruu after her into the 
kitchen, gave her money (shows the money), asked ag.-iin 
for kisses, then — " 

Sidoaia screams— 

" Hold your tongue ; no more, no more ; enough, 
enough I" 

At this story, Dorothea Stettin nearly went into convul- 
sions, she wrung her hands, crying — 

"How is it possible? Oh, heaven, how is It possible?" 
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Ilia. — "There U something more quite possible also; the J 
ha^ shall tell you what she saw at the room door of f 
abbess." 

An cilia.— "When the scaudalous priest left her, he went 1 
straight to the abbess, and there was taken with cramps, aa 1 
she heard, upon which all the convent ran thither, and sha 1 
with the rest. And he was lying stretched oat on a bench, 
like one dead, no doubt from shame; bnt the shame » 
went off, and then he got np, and bade them all leave the 
room. However, good Anna Apenborg did not choose to J 
go, for she suspected evil. Whereupon he seized her hj ' 
the band, and pat her out along with the others. She saw 
all this herself, for she was standing in the passage, waitin;; 
to speak to sister Anna. When, behold, she was pushed 
ont to her great snrprUe in this way by the priest, and they 
heard the door bolted inside imraedialely after." 

At this Dorothea Stettin fell apon Sidonia''s bed, weeping, 
eobbing, and ready to die with grief; bnt Sidonia bade her 
not take on so; for perhaps, after all, the old hag had 
not told the truth, at least concerning the dear worthy 
Abbess; bat two witnesses would be sufficient testimony. 
Whereupon she bid Woido watch fw Aim« Apenborg 
from the window, and beckon to her to come in if she saw 
her going by. 

And soaroely had WoIJe stepped to the window, when 
she laughed and said — 

"Truly, there stands Anna chatting with Agnes Kleist's 
maid at the wcIL Siiall I i-un and call her?" 
"Yes," said Sidonia. 

In a little while Wolde returned with sister Anna. The 

girl looked wildly round at first, stared at the broora-sticka 

which lay crosswise under the table, and then asked, with a 

trembling voice, wba,t the good sister wanted with her, 

vhilo she took a seat on a trunk near the bed- 

L "My old maid," said Sidonia, "tells me that the 

^Lroverend chaplain took yoa by the houd, and put yoa out 

^rof tiie abbess's room, after which he bolted the door. Is 

^t\t]iis trno or not? Speak the whole truth." 

^f So Anna rehted the whole story as Wolde had done; i 

^Lftnt, while talking, the curious damsel lifted up a connsx «r 

m. 
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the quilt to peep undar the bad, upon which my cat in h!a 
little red hose ciept foith again, mewing and rubbing htm- 
Beir agniust Anna, at wbicli she gave a shriek of hoii'or and. 
sprang oat of the room, down the steps and into the court- 
jard, without ever onco venturing to look behind her. 
And man^ think that this cat was SIdonia's evil spirit 
Chim. But Anna Apenborg saw afterwards a pair of 
tarrible fiery eyes glaring at her from iSidonia'a window; 
others said, that must have been Chim. Bat we shall ' 
more of this same cat presently. 

Summa. — Sidonia knew well enough what made the 
scream, but she tnrned to Dorothea, and said — 

"Ah, see how this wickedness has shocked tho poor 
young nuul Therefoi'e, dear siater, you must, as sub- 
prioresa, make an end of the scandal, and prohibit this false 
priest from visiting the convent; for, indeed, they who 
permitted him such freedom amongst the nuns were more 
to blame for his bids thou he himself." 

Poor Dorothea groaned forth in answer — 

"Alafl, alas! why did I evei' accept the snb-prioret? 
For tho conple of sacks of flonr, and the bit of com which 
she got more than the others, it was not worth while to be 
plagned to death. It was all true about the priest. He 
must be dismissed. But then she loved peace. How could 
she right such matters? Oh, that some one would relievo 
her of this aab-prioretl" 

Bla. — "That cau be easily done if you will. Suppose 
yon aak Anna Appenborg to taie it?" 

Hiec. — "No, no; Anna had not sense euoagli for that; 
hut if the dear sister herself would take it, how happy she 
would feel" 

Ilia. — "She was too aick, probably going to die; who 
conldteU?" 

H»n. — "No, no; she would pray for her. The dear 
sister could not be spared yet. Let her say, yes (falUng on 
her neck and weeping), ouly let her say, yes." 

lUa. — " Well, out of love to her she would say, yes; and 
if the Lord raised her up from this sick bed, order aud 
decovnin should reign again in the convent" 

Hcec. — Again embraciug hor with gratitude. "Ko doubt 
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they would. She knew well that ifo" ^Heh pure-minded 
nun was in the couTent as her dear sistei-.$idonia." 

Ilia, — " But, good Dorothea, in order" 'to." gpt rid of the 
priest as soon as possihie, we had better s^d- the porlcr 
-Qi mediately to summon the ablMss and the.aniire sistcr- 
lood here, for yon to tender yonr resignation ■flr-di.eir pre- 
fsence." '.-■' ', 

HiBC. — "Bat sister Sidonia must promise not to'cbmplain 
of the priest or the abbess to the Prince." .-■' 

Ilia, — "No, no; I can settle the matter qaietly, wlthoift, 
laying a complaint before the Prince." '■''•.: 

Hajc. — "All right, then. Everything, if possible, 'i*, 
pence." 

Herenpon Sidonia liespatclied the porter to the abbess,' 
with a request that she and the whole convent would assem- 
ble in bale an honr at the I'efectory, as she had soinewljat 
to communieatc. Jleanwhile she instructed Dorothea in 
what she was to say, so as not to disgrace the poor abbess 
before the whole convent. 

At the end of the half honr, the abbess and the entire 
sisterhood appeared, bat all with anger and mistrust 
depicted on their countenances. Sidonia then spake — 

"Since ye and your priest refused to pray for me, I 
&ave prayed for myself, and the Lord hath heai'd me in my 
weakness, and made me strong enongh to listen to the 
request of this good sister, Dorothea, and promise to fulfil 
it Speak, sister Dorothea, what was your prayer?" 

So Dorothea advanced, weeping and wringing her hands — 

"Ah, God ! she could no longer be sub-prioress. She 
loTcd pcac« too much. But there were bad doings in the 
convent — she wonld say no more — only they must end. 
Therefore slie had earnestly prayed her dear sister Sidonia 
to relieve her from the duties of office, and become sa!)' 
prioress in her stead." 

Here she loosed the veil, which differed from the othera, 
by having a key embroidered in gold thereon — the abhesa 
bad two keys on her veil — and bound it on Sidonia, who 
had by this lime risen from bed, taking Sidonia's veil 
herself. Tlien ieadiug the fatal sorceress forwwd, 
said— 
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"Gooi moth^.. 'aad dear sistera — behold your saV 
prioreasl" ^."-l-, ' 

ThereupOEr tfit- abbess and the wbola convent lemaiiied 
quUo mnte.'flo'^reat was tlieir horror. 

Then Sidoffia asked — 

" Iliue* ''■ey ought to 3ay agaicst it? If so, let thi 
Bpeak."-.-' 

Spt they a!) remained Eilciit and trembling', till at 
the atf^sa murmured — 

.■• *^Is thia done with your free-will, Dorothea?" 

.-.'■•^yAh. yes, yea, truly," she answered. " I told yon ba- 

I ■-■iOre with what earnest piayera I besought the dear sister 

■ ■-Jo releaae me. God be thanked she has consented at last 

f'. Who can keep order and decorum so well throughout the 

CO a vent 7"' 

Then the abbess spoke agam — 

" Sbter Sidonia, I have no opposition to make, as yon 
know full welL So, if the Prince, and the sheriff, onr 
worthy superinteudeot, consent, you shall be sub-prioress. 
Yet first yott must render an account of your strange do- 
ings this past night, for things were seen and heard in your 
chamber, which could not have been accomplished without 
the help of the great enemy himself." 

Hereat SiUonia laughed as if she would die. She would 
tell them the whole trick. They all knew what a trouble to 
the convent was this Anna Apenborg from her curiosity — 
not once or twice, but ten timea a day rtmning in and out 
with Iter chat and gossip. She bad tried all means to 
prevent her, but in vain. Even in the middle of her prayers, 
the said Anna would come in to tell her what one sister was 
cooking, and another getting, or some follies even quite 
unfit for chaste ears. And that last night being very sick, 
she sent for the priest, upon which she heard Anna cslliug 
out from the window to the porter, — "Will he come? will 
become?" Item; she had then crept down to listen at 
the door. So after the priest wont, notwithstanding all her 
weakness, she (Sidoiiia) determined to give her a good 
fright, and thus prevent her from spying and listening iinv 
more. Then she called Wolde, and bid her dance, while she 
mactered aomo wofds^OAU^tt||aflkra^bo{^ But here 
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' Anna called otitT "It ib not tree; there were (Ar« danced. ■' 

Where is the carl with the deep baas voice? Who could 
thia be at that midnight hour, but the devil bodily himself?" m 

At this, Sidooia langhed louder than hefore. It was her ^^J 
cat — 'herowucat.who was springiog about the roool, because- ^^H 
for divers reaaons she had put little red hoae on him. Ou ^^H 

I' this she stoops under the bed, seizes my cat by the leg, who ^^H 

Pliowls (that wsa the deep baas voice) and flings him into ^^Tf 
flic middle of the room, where all the nuns, when they beheld 
his strange jump and springs in the little hose, buret out 
ioto lotid laughter, in which Che abbess herself could not 
I, refrain from joining. So as there was no eviiienoo sgaioat 
tiiidonia, and Anna Apenborg was truly held of all as a most 
troubicaomo chatter-bos and spy, the inqniry ended. And 
1^ with somewhat more friendlineas, putting the best face oa ^^^ 
d matter, they accepted Sidonia (or their sab-prloress. ^^H 




K SIMNIA WOUNDS AMBROSIA VOS GUSTEHSBERO WITH A# | 
A.'^E, BECAUSE SHE PURPOSED TO HAftRT. — AND FBAY3 T 

n'EKT rontEH, UATTaiAS wimtekfeld, to death. — for 

: REVEREND CHAPLAIN RE- 

i SORCERESS, AND DESOUNCES 1 
E ALTAR. 



Simnia's first act. as may easily be imagined, ^ 
tnisa the priest; and for this purpose she wrote him a iettw, 
saying that he must never more presnme to set foot within 
the clobter, for if old ice-grey mothers were not safe from 
hhM, how conid she and the other maidens hope to escape? 
If he disobeyed her orders she would sninmon him before" 
the princely consistorinm, where strange things might bo 
told of him. 

So the Reverend David consented right willingly, and 

Ineser saw the nnca except on Sundays in the chapel, buiJ 
Bidonia herself never appeared in the nuns' choir. SljJ^ 
igBTC Dorothea many excellent and wrnVv^iiaii^w 
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her absence (Bat in aij opinion, it wits caused by h 
and abhorrence of the sacrament, and the holy word of God; 
for sncb are a torment aud n torture to the children of the 
deTil. even as the works of the devil aie an abomination to 
the children of God.) 

When, however, the report came, that the Reverend 
David was indeed betrothed to Barbara Bamberg, Sidonia 
presented herself once in the choir, kneeled down, and was 
heard to mm-mnr: "Wed if thou wilt, that I cannot hinder; 
but a, child thou shalt never hold at the font!" And truly 
was the evil cnrse folfilled. 

Meanwhile the fear tind the dread of bev increased ddly 
in the convent, for besides old Wolde, two other horrible 
bags were observed frequently going in and out of her 
apartments — trae children of Satan, as one miiiht see by 
their red glowing eyes. With these she practised many 
homble sorceries, Bometimea quaiTelled witli them, however, 
and beat them ont with the broom-stick, bnt they always 
came back again, and were as well received as ever. 

Then she bad strifes and disputes with every one who 
approached ber, and was notorious tlirongh all the courts of 
justice for her wrangling and fighting, in particnlar with 
her brother's son. Otto of Strnmehl, for she sued him for 
an alimenivm pension, and also demanded that the rents of 
her two farm-houses in Zachow shonld be puid her, accord- 
ing to the sum to which they must have accuranlnted dmiug 
the last fifty years. But he answered, she should have no 
money, why did she not live at her farm-honses ? He knew 
nothing of the rents, the whole matter was past and forgot- 
ten, and she had no claim now on him, asd so every month 
she wrangled in the couils about this busmess. Item ; she 
fought with Pi'cslar of Bostar, because being a feudal vassal 
of the Borks', she required him to kisa her hand, which ho 
refused; then her dog having strayed into his house, she 
flccnsed him of having stolon it. Item; she fought with 
the maid who acted as cook in the convent kitchen, and aaid 
she never got a morsel (It to eat. And the said mtdd (I 
forget her name now) having sailed the fish too much one 
day, she ran after her with a broom-stick — once, indeed, 
beat her so severely, that she was lame her life long after, 
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But worse than the fish- salting was the white kerchief' 
which the maid wore, for people, ahe aaid, might take 
her at a distance to be one of the honoorable consent ladies, 
therefore she must wear a coloured one. This the maid 
would not do, bo she waa soon brought to nn untimely 
also, along with all others who displeased her. 

Those things, and many more, came out upon ber trial, 

tbnt for divers reasons I must pass them over. All ber 
Dotes, messages, and letters, she intrusted to the porter 
Matthias Winterfeld, who was often sent, maybe, five times 
a week by her to Stargard. Bnt he dared not remonstrate, 
or she would have struck him with the broom-stick. 

However all this is nothing in compariecn with the way 
she treated the unfortunate nuns. The younger and prettier 
they were, so much tbe more she boxed, beat, and martyred, 
them, even striking them with the broom-stick. And if 
• they ever smiled or seemed happy talking to one another, 
she abused and reviled them, calling tbem idle wsntons, who 
thought of nothing bnt matrimony. None were permitted 
outside the convent gates, not even to visit theii' parents; 
tbey sboold not be fiying bock with tbeir crambs of gossip 
abont brides and weddings forsooth, and such like improper 
thoughts. Neither should tbey go to the annnal fan-. She 
would go herself and bny everything for them she thought 
needlhl, only let them give her the gold. 

And ont of deadly fear the poor maidens bore this 
tyranny long while silently; even the abbess feared to com- 
plain, so that Sidonia soon usurped tbe enttro government 
of tbe convent. 

But the powder-mill broke out at last into vivid flamea, 

as I shall narrate here. It was on this wise: — Amongst 

tbe novices waa one beautifnl young maiden. Ambrosia von 

, (iuntersberg by name. She was fifth daaghter of old Am- 

tbroaius of Falkenwaid, a little town near .rncobshagoa. Oi 
day a yoang nobleman called Ewald von Mellenthiu bchrld 
ber in her cloister habiL Think jon he forgot her? No, 
fie can never forget the maiden I One, two weeks pass ovcr,-l 
btit she has sunk deeper and deeper inlo his heart; at last 
pe rose np and went to Falkenwaid to her father, Ainbr(K| 
Ihds, asking her band in hououritble maiTia^e. 



1 

i 



I and I 



i 06 SIDOKIA THE BOMEIiESS, 

Xow the old man vas well pleased, foi' he was poor, 
had lire daughlere ; so he bid the young noble write a letter 
to his dflnghter Ambrosia, which he woald inclose in one 
from himself to her. lliit no answer arnved from the 
rawden (we may gneas why, for Sidonia opened and reajl 
all the lottera that came to the uonTent, before they were 
handed to their owners. Those that displeased her she 
hnmed; no doubt, therefore, the love-letter was the first in 
the finiiicB.) . But the yonng noble grew impatient for m. 
answer, and resolved to riJo to Manenfliess. So ho ties his 
good horse to a cross in the churchyard, walks straight np 
to the convent, and rings the belL Immediately the old 
[lorter, Matliiias, opened to hira, with his hands covered with 
blood (for he was killing a fat ox for the nnns, close by); 
whereupon the noblo lord prayed to apeak a few words to 
the young novice. Ambrosia von Guntersberg, at the 
grating; and in a little time the beantirul maiden appeared, 
tripping along the convent conrt (bat Sidonia ia before hef)! 
Ambrosia advanced modestly to the grating, and asked the 
liandaome knight, "What was his pleasure?" who an- 
swered, " Since I beheld yon in Gun teraberg,' dearest lady, 
my heart has been wholly yours; and when 1 saw how diU- 
gcDtly and eheerfally yoa rnled your father's house during 
hia sickness, I resolved to take yoa For my wife, if such were 
possible; for 1 neei i good and prudent spouse at my castle 
of Lienke, and metbinks no b tter or more beautiful coald 
bo found than yonrself Thertfore I obtained your father's 
permission to open the matter to yon in writing, and he 
inclosed my letter in oiii. of h a own, but you have neithei' 
answered one nor the other ^ heieupon, to my impatience 
I saddled my gocd ho ^e and rode over here to have an 
answer at once from yoor own beantlfnl lips." 

When Sidonia heard th s she grew black in the face with 
rage: "What! in her presence, before her very face, to 
dare to bold such language to a yonng maiden — a mere 
ebild — who knew nothing at all of what mnrriage meant. 
He must pack off' this instant, or the devil himself should 
Inrn hira out of the doi.'ter." 

Meanwhile the youn^ "la jjan IflAjiftrt. f ft f the hand- 
soma knight pleaai.'d^dBHHHHBpKhns Lady 



SIDOKIA THE SOllCERESS. 107 

Prioruss (Sidonia made them all call her Gracious Liid; 
if she were a bum princess), I am no more a child, as you 
Bay, and I know very well what marriage means." 

This holdneaa made the other bo wroth that she screamed 
— "Waitl I will teach yon what mamage is;" and she 
sprang on her to box her. But Ambrosia mshed through 
the side -door out into thecoart, Sidonia following; however, 

[not being able to reach her. she seized np the axo with 
which the porter had been killiug the ox, and ilnng it after 
her, woUBiiing the poor maiden bo in the foot that the red 
blood ponrcd down over her while stockings, while tlie young 
lover, who coald not break the grating, screamed and 
slamped for rage and desjiair. By the good mercy of God 
the wonnd waa only slight, still the fair novice fell to the 
grouud; but seeing Sidonia rnshing at her again with tho 
large bnlcher'a knife, which the poiler had been nsing, she 
sprang np and r:in to tho grating, crjing out to the noble, 
" Save mel save mel" 

And at iier screams all the nnns threw np their windows, 
I'ight and left, over the conrt-yard; but fiuding the young 
knight conld not help her, she ran to the old porter, still 

^^screaming, "Save mel save mel she is going to morder 

■iael" 

^H^ Now the fellow was glad enough to be revenged on 

^^^donia, for she had aent him running; to Stargard for her 

^*Iiit« the night before, and the moment the ox was to be 
{[nartered he was to be off there again at her command; bo 
he roahed at the vile witch, and seizing her np like a bundla 
of old rags, pitched her against the wall with nil his force, 
lidding a right hearty cnrse ; and there she lay quaking like 
an old cat, while the hnudsome young noble laughed lond 
from the grating. 

' • But she was up again soon, shook her dry withered fist 
at the porter, and cried: " Ila! thou insoleut churl, I will 
pray thee to death for this I" 

Whereupon she went off to her room, and locked herself 
np Ihere, while the fair Ambrosia ran to tlie grating, and 
eiretching out her little hands through the bars, excIallDCd, 
'■ I nm yoors, dear knight ; oh, take me away from thta hi 

A riblehell!" ^^ 
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This rejoiced my young noble heartily, aud he kissed ilia 
little hands and lamented over her font; "And was it rancb 
hurt? She must lift it op, and show him if the wound was 

So she r^ed up the dainty foot a little bit, and then saw 
that her whole shoe waa foil of blood; but the old porter, 
who came by jast then, comforted the handGome youth, and 
told him he wonld stop the blood directly, for the wound 
was bat a trifle. Whereupon he laid a conple of straws 
over it, mnrmnred aome words, and behold, in a moment, 
the blood is staunchedl Then the fan* novice thanked him 
conrteously, and prayed him to unloi^k the wicket, for she 
vonld go and stay a conple of hunrs with the miller's wife, 
while t^is yoaug noble, to whom she bad pligbt«d love and 
troth, returned to her father's for a carriage to bring her 
home. After what had passed now, neyer more would she 
enter the cloister." 

Bnt what happened? Scarcely bad the good old porter 
unfastened the grating, and the youug knight taken the fair 
girl ia his arms, kissuig her and pressing her to his heart 
(well Sidonia did not see him), when Matthias screamed 
ont, "My God, what ails me?" and fell flat on the ground. 
At this the young knight left his bride, and flew to raise 
him np. " What conld ail him?" Bnt the poor old man 
can harJIy speak, his eyes are turned in his head, and he 
gasped — " It was ns if a man were sitting inside his breast, 
uid crnshing him to death. Oh, he coidd not breathe — his 
riba were breaking." 

The alarmed yonng noble then helped the poor creature 
to reach his room, which lay close by the wicket ; and having 
laid him on the bed in cnre of his wife, aud recommended 
him to the merey of God, he returned to his own fair bride, 
tft ctxij her off from tliis murder-hole, and place her in . 
salbl; with the miller's wife. I may as well mention here 
Ibai bo and the beaatiful Ambrosia were wedded in dno 
tinic uid lived long in peace nod bappinesa, blessed with 
■■Bj lovely children, for all the evil which Sidonia tried to 
UtgnpoQ ibirm, as we shall heai', cnmu to nought, through 
4ii ■KCy of the great God. 

t* 10 ntfotn to the porter — on the third day he died; 
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id ilaring that litne, daj and nigbi, SdtHiia praj^ ud 
was never seen bat once. Tlib was at the dividing oT the 
sslatoa, when she threw ap her nindow, and shalong her 
withBred clenched hand at them, and her loug white locks, 
threatened the nans on their peiil to tonch the tail'piece — 
the twl-piece was hera. 

A gener4il horvor pervaded the convent now, in tnitb, 
when the death of the porter was known. Anna Apenborg 
shut herself np, tremblmg, m her cell, and even good Dorothea 
began somewhat to donbt the virtnea of the vile sorceress; 
for the corpse bad a, strange and nnnatural appearance, so 
that it was horrible to look upon, bj which signs it was 
easy to perceive that he had been prayed to death, as the 
fearful night-hag had threatened. 

notify these symptoms, for the corpses of many of 
victims presented the same appearances as Iho 
Ltorpae of the reverend David — item, Joachim Wedehi of 
Oremzow — item. Doctor Scbwalenberg of Stargard, and 
"*■ [ke Philip it and Jostly the abbess, Magdeiena von 
Itersdorf. ^Vhether her brother's son, Otto of Stramebl, 
she was snspected also of having prayed to death, 
•sented the like, I cannot say with certainty. At this 
le time, also, his Princely Grace, Duke Bogislaff XIII. 
1, many say bewitched to death- but of this I have 
i proof, as the body had qnite a nataral aspect after death, 
till he had jost arranged to journey to Marienflieaa himself^ 
md tnm ont Sidonia, la consequence of the accnsations of 
sheriff Sparling and the convent chaplain, so that his sad- 
den death looks snspicioas; however, as the medicus, Dr. 
Nicolau3 Schuiz, pronounced: "qno<i ex raniis vense portje 
Epatis el lienis exporrectis, iste adnstns sanguis eo prosilii- 
set" (for he died by throwing ap a black matter like his 
brotbers) ; and further, as the manikin on the three-legged 
bare did not appear tbis time at the castle, I shall not lay 
iba murder 6n Sidonia, to increase her terrible burden at 
the last day, though I have my own thoughts upon the 
matter. 

Summa. — My gi'acious Prince died sudthnly. Alas, 
woel exactly like all his brothers; he was juat sixty-Oil 
years old, seven months and fifteen days, and a mota ^ 
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iuiiring prince never sat on a, throne. But my grief over 
tho lata of this great Tomeranian honse, has carried mo 
awB7 from the corpse of the old porter. The appearances 
were theae ; — 

1. The face brown, green, and yellow ; particnlartj 
about the miteculi frontcdes et temporales. ' 

2. The moacnli pectorales ao awelleJ, and the cariilago 
ensiformis so aingnlarly raised, that the chest of the corpse 
touched the mouth. 

.3. From the patella of the left ieg to the rualleolua 
externua of the toot, all bfown, green, and yellow, bleaJed 
together." , 

And on esaminatlon of tho said coipse, Dr. Kukuck of 
Stargard, affirmed and was ready to swear, that no one tittle 
of the signature of Satan was wanting thereapon. 

Summa. — The poor carl waa bnried with great mourning 
oa the following Friday; and tho Reverend DaVid preached 
a sermon thereupon, in which he plainly spoke of his 
strange and unnatural death, so that every one knew well 
whom he suspected. My hag heard of this instantly, and 
therefore determined to attend the sacrament on the fol- 
lowing Saiiday; for this end she despatched Wolde to the 
priest, bidding her tell him she had a great desire to 
attend the holy rite, and would go to confedsiou that day 
after noon. At this horrid blasphemy a cold shudder f«j| 
npoD the priest (and I trust every Christian man will feel 
the like sa he reads this), for he now saw through her 
motive cleariy, how she wanted to blind the eyes of the 
(leople as to the death of tho porter, by thia mockery of the 
holiest rites of religion. Besides, amongst the horrible 
abominations practised by witches, it is well known that 
having received the sacred bread, they privately take the 
same agmn from their month and feed their familiar there- 
with. And one day when the convent was quite still, 
Anna Apenborg having crept down to peep' through tho 
key-hole of the refectory door, saw enough to confirm thia 
genera! belief. 

No wonder then if the good priest slootl long silent from 
horror; then he spake: " Tell the prioress it is well;'' but 
when Woldo was gone ha threw himself upon bis kneea in 
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bis closet before God, and wrestled long in prayer, 
tears and wrin^ng of hands, that he would opeu to him 
what was his path of duty. 

Abont noou he became more composed, through the great 
mercy of the Lord ; and bhl his wile l!arbara come to him, 
with whom he had lived now a year and a-ha!f in perfect 
joy, though without children. To her he dUcloscd the 
proposition of the hoi'rible aorcBresa, and afienrards spoke 
thus ; — 

"And because, dear Barbara, after earnest prayer to God. 
I have come to the resolution neither to shrive, nor to give 
the Lord's body to tbia daughter accursed of hell, do not 
be surprised if a like death awaits me as happened to the 
porter Matthias. When I die, therefore, dear wife, tnke 
thee anotber sponse and bear children. ' For the woman,' 
says the Scripture, ' shall be biassed through child-bearing, 
so as she continues in faith, and love, and ia boliueas 
with sobriety.' — 1 Timothy ii. Thus thou wlit soon forget 

But the poor wife wept, and besought hioi to turn from 
hb resolve, and not iecur tbQ vengeance of Sidonia. So 
he anawereil — " Weep not, or oar parting will he more 
bitter; this poor desh and blood is weak enough, atill 
never will I blaspheme the holy rite of our church, and 
cast peails iiefore swine.' — Matt, vii. And wherefore 
weepi' At the la^t day they would meet again, to smile 
for ever in an eternity of joy. But could ha bope for this 
if he were an unfaithful steward of the mysteries of God? I 
No; but it was written: 'Death is swallowed up in vio- I 
tory; death, where is thyatlng? Hell,where is thy victory? ^ 
Goil be thanked who giveth ns the victory through Chi'iat 
our Lord.' — 1 Cor. xv. In God tlitrefore he trusted, ajid 
in his strength would go now to the confessional." 

She must let him go; the sexton would soon ring the 
bell, and he wished to pray some time alone iu the church. 
Her tears had again tUsturbed his epii'it, and made him 
weak. But he would ose the holy keys of his office, whiob 
his Saviour had entrusted to him, to his glory alone, e 
if this accursed aorceress were to bi'ing hira to tlio g 
for it. If the Lord will, he could protect him, bnt he w 
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.^ft lb kk iImt. Wa she aoi let him go now, thiit he 

ioiil wiMB sbe BQviMad her arms, he took bcr again in 
h^ tJE^ her, sobbed, and ivept; then leuiog hiniaelf 
4Ni^, w«at out inia ibc cbnrch by the garden entrance. 

Then tlte poor wife flung herself on a scat, weeping and 
[UMjitD^ bat in a little while in came Dorothea Stettin, 
a^iiig: **Tbat sbo was going to confes^on, and hitd uo 
»tMU wivor for the ofi'ertoiy. Coald she gire her change 

Thtfu «he asked about the other'a grief; mi having 
^Mfil itie cause, promised to go to the priest hci'self, and 
boMOob him not to break the atafif " Woe" over Sidouio. 
Sbe went therefore instaatlj to the cbnrcb, and fonnd htm 
iM tiia knees praying behind the altar. Whereapon she 
CObvaCed him, afler her fashion, not to break the blessed 
petoi — ^peaoe above all things. 

Meanwhile, the sex.ton rung the bell, and Sidonia 
entered; sweeping the nave of the chnrch to the altar, 
followed by seven or eight nnns. Bnt when she beheld 
Dorothea come oat at one side, and tha priest at the other, 
aiul that not another soul had been in the church, she 
luighcd aloud mockingly, and clapped her bands: "Hal 
Ute iMOoa priest, would be tell them now what be and 
ViNQtbea were doing behind the altar?" The sistora were 
iU wiluessoa how this shameless parson condaeted himsel£ 
'flMiuh she spoke this quite loud for every one to bear, yet 
MM i>ue of the nuns made answer, but stood trembling like 
tilwxen who eee the falcon ready to pounce upon them. 
\t*ih even tkt Dorothea came down the altar steps to take 
W fb^M in the choir, my hag laughed loud agun like 
^^IAmi, «uU cried: "Ahl the chaste virgiiil who meetest 
IAAir*W*l behind the altar! Thon shameless wanton, the 
IftJtmM thati teach thee Utter behaviour soon I" 

IpW* IWothea turned quite pule with fright, and began: 
^AM !#»« risier, only listen]" 

HM t*") dragon anapped at her. with — " Dear mster, 
^WwAl What I — ^was she to bear this insolence? Let 
tM iwAw \\M the graoions Lady Prioress was not to be 
tttni t* M ' Adux Ulster 1' " 
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Jiora the organ siraek up the confession hymn ; and tha 
whfjle coiigregiitiou being n-saembletl in the church, SidonJa, 
nu'l the aeven nans sscended the Eleps of the altar, bowed 
to the priest, and then took their seats, whereupon tho 
organ ceased playing. 

jUter a brief silence, the poor miuister sighed heavily, 
iihlI then spake: " Sidonia, after all thut has been stated 
conceroing yoo, particularly with regard to the death of the 
convent porter within these last few days, I cannaC, as a 
fkithful servant of God, give yoa either absolution or the 
lioly lite of tha Lord'a snpper, until yon clear yourself from 
such impntationa before a princely consistorinm." 

At this my hag langlied loud from the altar, crying, 
"Eh? — ^that was a strange aEory. "What had she done to 
the convent porter?" 

lUe. — "Prayed him to death, as everyone believed, luid 
his appearance proved." 

llreo (stiil laughing) — " He mnat have lost his senaes. 
Let him go home and bind asses' milk upon his temples; he . 
wonld soon bo better." 

Ille. — ■' She should remember where and what she spoke. 
Had she not herself said, she would pray the porter to 
_ death?" 

^ lltec (laughing yet louder). — " Ohl in truth his little bit 
^P of mother wit waa quite gone. When and where had it 
^■^been ever heard that one person could pray another to 
^Hdeath? Then they might pray them to life again. Shall 
^Hohe try it with the porter?" 
^K Ille. — " Why then had she tkeatened it?" 

^F Htoc (still laughing) "Ahl poormani shosawnowhe 

was quite foolish. Why had she tiireatcned? Why, in 
anger of course, because the vile churl had fluug her against 
the wail. Had be never heard the poor people say to each 
other, 'May the devil take yon;' bnt if one happened to 
die soon after, did peopie really think the devil had taken 
him? Why he was as superstitious aa an old epinning- 
wife." 

Ille. — " She had heard his raaolve. This was no pb« 
to argne with her; therefore she might go her ways, » 
would verily not give her absolniion," T 
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So Siilonla ro?c np ragjog; from the eonfessLonal, clencliei! 
her buid. and Kreamnl out in the slill cbnrch, so that dJI 
the pooplfl shaildereii with horror: "Ye are all my wil- 
neesea ihal this worthless pmet bos denied me ahsolutioD, 
becanse, forsooth, hn bhvs I kiileii the convent porter. 
lUI ha! hal ^^^c^eis Icsaid in roar Scriptares that odc 
man con pny another to death? Bat the licentioiianess of 
viln prit«t ban tnraed his brain, and be wallows in 
all moat senselesB anperatitions. Did he not ran after my 
old hag of a Mrvant, as I myself saw; and this was not 
enough, hut he mast take Dorothea Stettin {the hypocritical 
wanton) liehiad tlie altar alone; and because I and these 
Mcvim majiltns discovered his iiiiqaitv. he refases me the 
rites, and must have me before a princely coaeistorinm to 
ruTcnge himself. Bot wait, priest, I will drag the sheep's 
clothinfc from thee. Wait, thou shalt yet repent this 
bitterly I" 

After the horrible sorceress had so blasphemed, she de- 
parted as qnickly as poseibie from the chnroh, muttei-ing to 
herself. The congregation remained silent from fear and 
terror; and the poor priest, who seemed mora dead than 
alive, prayed the sexton to fetch him a cup of water, which 
he drank; and then being in some degree recovered, he 
stepped forth, and addressed the congregation thus: — 

" Dear brethren and friends, after what ye bare joat 
heard, yo will not wonder if I am unable to receive con- 
fessions this day, or to administer the holy communion. 
Ye all know Dorothea Stettin, neither is ray character nn- 
known to you; therefore remember the words of St. Peter, 
— * The devQ goetb about as a roaring lion, seeking whom 
he may devour.' But ive will resist him, steadfast in the 
futh. Meet me, then, to-morrow bei'e nt the altar, and ye 
shall hear my justification. After which, I will ahrive 
UuKe who desire to be partakers of the holy sacrament," 
hiMi T"* on the following mommg, the holy minister of God 
|HE&^ from Matthew v. 1 1 — "Blessed are yo when men 
^Hpnvile yon and pcrsecnto yon, and say all mnnner of 
^^■Lftbely agunst yon, for my sake; be glad and com- 
^IML fiir ye shall be well recompensed in heaven.'" And 
^M^ piwerful sermon ho drew a picture of Sidonia from 



■ SlDCOnA THE SOKCERSSS. 115] 

BOr yontlmp; so that many t rem hie J. for hiin whcD titer 
reraemberei] her power, thnngh they Rlorifipd Goil lor thn 
mighty zeal and conrajie thai banicd in his wonla. r 
vhcTi Sidonm heard of this Bermon, sha twciuno almost 

■ frantic from rage. 



CHAPTER VI. 

i stettin falls sick, and bow the doctor haxaoes j 
;ed hee — item, how stdoni* chases tbz pbiscklt ] 

(xntsnssioNEiis tsro Tnit oak-fohest. 

a pnblic huiailiation the good virs^a Dorothea Stettin 

__ it impossible to bear. She fell sick, and repented 

_irr\th bitter tears of tbo trast and confidence she had reposed 

in Sldonin ; finally the abbes.i sent off n message to Star^rd 

for the inedicus Dr. Schwalenbarp. 

This doctor was an oxceUont tittle tnnn. rather past 
pilddle age thongh etili nnmarried, upright and honest, hut 
Ls bean-stniw. When he stood by DorotLea's bed and i 
[1 heard nil particdars of her illness, he bid her put out , 
r band, that he might feel her pnl^e. 'T 
lliBwered, "that conltl she never do; never in her life hnl 
■'male creatnre felt her pulse." At this ray doctor langhcd 
^t morrily, and all the nan!t who stood roand, and 
old maiil Woide knghed likewise, bnt at last he 
Tsnuled Doroth^n to stretch oat her fa find. 
" I must bleed her," said the doctor. " This is febrU 
vtrida; therefore was her thirst so p'cat: she mnet strip 
T arm till he bleed her." Bnt no one can persaade ber to 
t, strip her arm I no, never coald she do it, nhe wonld 
e first: if the doctor conld do nothing else, he may go bis 

the doctor grew angry. Snch ft cnraed fool of a 

ho had never come ncrosii in his lifri: if she did not 

p her arm instantly, he would do it by fore*. But j 

ithea is infiosible; say what he wonld, sliu would At'tp J 

irmforDOmanl 

I Even the abbess nnd thr s'sterJiooii tried lo ; 
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*' Would she not Jo it for her beaith's sake ; or, at la: 
for the sate of peauc?" 

Tbej tvcre all here stuidiag roQad her, bat all in ratn. 
At lait, the doctor, half-lnughuig, lialf-cnraing. Bald— 

" He would bleed ber in the foot Woald that do?" 

''Yes, Ghe iroald cousent to that; but the doctor most 
loave the room while she was getting ready." 

So my doctor went out, bat on entering again fonnd her 
Bitting on the bed, dressed in her fall convent robes, her 
head upon Anna Apenborg's shoulder, and her foot upon a 
Ktool. Aa the foot, howeyer, was covered with a stocking, 
the doctor began to scold — 

" What was the stocking for? Let him take 
stocking. Was she making a fool of him? He ai 
lior not to try it," 

"No," Dorothea answered, "never would 
foot for him. Die she would if die she must, but that, 
could never dol If ho could not bleed her thtoogl 
stocking, he may go his ways." 

Samraa. — ;\.b neither prayers nor threatening were 
any avail, the doctor, in truth, had to bleed her through 
stocking; and, scarcely had iie finished, when Sidonia 
saying — 

"That aha, too, was ill, aud wished to be bled.' 

And there lay my hag alone, in bed, as the doctor 
terei.1. She was right fiiendly. 

" And was it indeed true that absm-d fool, Dorothea, dit 
not choosQ to be bled? Now he saw himeelf what a set of 
sinipletons she had to deal with in the convent. No wonder 
that they all blackened her and belied her. She was aiok 
trom very dbgust at such malico and absurdity. Ah, she 
regretted now not having married, when she had the oppor- 
tnuity; it would have been better, and sho had many offers. 
Bnt she always feared she was too poor. However her 
fortune was now excellent, for her slater had died without 
children, and left her eveiythiog — a very large inheritance, 
as she beard. ]}ut the dear doctor must taste her beer; she 
bud tapped some of the best, aud there was a fresh can. of 
il on the table." 

Bot taj doctor was too cunning not to set what she was 
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driving &t; besides he bad lieaj-d of her b^er-brewiug, so 
he an3wei-ed — 

" He never drnnk beer; bnt what ailed 

"Ah, sbc dida't know herscir, but abe bod a tremblinf; 
in all her limba. Would he not t:ikc a glass of meii^, or 
even water? Her old servant should brliig it to bim." 

" No. Let her just put out her hand, for liim to feel her 

Instantly she stretched forth, not her hand alone, bnt her 
whole naked, dry, and yellow arm from the bed. Where- 
upon the doctor spoke— 

"Eh? What should 1 bleed yon for? The pulso is all 
right. la fact, old people never should be bled withont 
serious cause; for at seventy or so, mind ye, every drop is 
worth a groachen." 

"Wbatl" esclaimed Sidonia, starting np; "what tho 
devil, do ye think I ara seventy? Why, I am hardly fifty 
yet." 

" Seventy or fifty," answered the doctor, " it is all much 
the same with yon women-folk." 

"To the devil with yon, mde churl I" screamed Sidonia. 
"If you will not bleed me I'll find another who will, 
Seventy indeed! So rude a knave is not in the landl" 

But my doctor goes away laughing; and, as tho Dncal 
GommiBsioners bad arrived to try Sidonia'a case, with tho 
convent chaplain, he went down to meet them at Sheritf 
Sparling's, and thege were the commissioners — ■ 

1. Christian Ludeck, state prosecutor; a brother of tha 

2. Johann Wedel'of Cremzow. 

3. Eggart Sparling, sheriff of Marienfliess, 

4. Jobst Bork, governor of Saatzig. 

This Jobat was son to that upright Marcna, whose wife, 
Clara von Dewitz, Sidonia had so miserably destroyed. 
For his good father's sake, long since dead, their Graces of 
Stettin had continued him in the government of Stcttm, for 
he walked in his father's steps, only ho was alow of speech 
but he had a lovely daughter, yet mora praiseworthy tbl 
her grandmother, Clara of blessed memory, of whom 
shall iicar n 
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t..-: y^.j^y^ a.*, wi:c^:i>t;i. wh.0 •leTj'iic*! to all ije eircnni- 



-,ury>;» whiclfi I r*Av.i Ler-ctofori reiArec ; aLso^ the abbess 
M-t 'ort:i the pravrrr of the akk Derochea ^^e«i^u rhat sbe 
r....;r.t :,■* r->-.tor.^«i to tn-r -.iVprlore: oac oc whicii the fidse 
.-i::o:iI-i hail v,:;ki:i:iy talice»i Ler. aaJ low for taanks gave 
h :r ja.-.oi::i.t cor:t.:rjQr,t iL«i mookiL-^ iiccra. 

/•.Lna A[)*:riV>r2 further lieposoi. thar. looking throajsh 
ti'i-': k'rv-holt^ of ihr: reft^utorj' 'lj*jr one dar, she spied thd 
v.v;kf;'i witch r/>riai» a holt: la tjie wall; in this she placed a 
triri'fji.-.h, and immf:>l lately after, a ri.-h stream cf cow's 
L'iiik f!ow«:rl down into a basin which SIdonia held be- 
iif:ath, and, that i-ame day, the best cow in the conrent 
Ktof;pf:d <:ivin;; milk, and had never given one drop since. 
And ))f:(:An-ib the dairy-maid, Trina Pantels, said openly 
thi.H waji witchcraft, and accused Sidonia and the old hag 
W'oi ic of hein;^ evil witches — for she was not a girl to hold 
licr toTij^uc, not .she — her knee swelled np to the size of a 
inan^s head, and day and ni^ht she screamed for agony, imtil 
anotlier old witch that visited Sidonia, Lena of Uchtcn- 
ha^en, f<}r six pounds of wool, gave her a plaster of honey 
and meal to put on the knee, and what should be drawn 
out of the K welling, hut quantities of pins and needles, 
afid how could this have been, but by Sidonia's witch- 
craft?"* 

Many witnesses could prove this fact; for Tewes Barth, 
J)inni(;s Koch, and old Iwitz were by, when the plaster was 
tuken oil*. 

Then Shcrifi' S])arling deposed, that having smothered 
his hccs lately, he Kent a pot of pure honey to each of the 
nuns, as was his custom; but Sldouia scolded, and said her 
pot was not hir^o enough, and abused him in a cruel man- 
ner about his Htin<:;iness in not sending her more. So, some 
(liiys after, .'is ho was riding quietly home to his house, 
ni'.rosa the convent court, suddenly the whole ground before 

* II<i>vi>vrr iiiiproliablo Kurh aci'usatious may seem, numbers of tho 
llkr. Hiiino rvt'ii Mill mori' »'xlrju»iiliimry, may be found in the -vvitch 
I rill U «r that ap', by aiP' oi;o wlio takes tho trouble of referring to 
thoni. 
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1 become covered with the sliodows of bee-iiives, mid 

nia shadows tike bees went iii aud oot, imd wheeled about 

St as real bees do. Whereupon, he looktd in every direc- 

}n feu- the hives, for do shadows uan he without a body, 

it not a hive nor a bee was in the whole place round ; 

It be heard a peal of uiockiug langhler, and, on looking 

I, there was the wicked witch looking ont at Iiim from a 

Iviiiduw, and she called ont — 

llol S\r Sheriff, when yon amothei' bcea again, send 

9 bouey, A couple of pounds of the best — good 

weight!" 

Aud this he did to have peace for the future. 

i commbsiouors noted all this dowii diligently, 
but the state prosecator Hhook his Lead, and asked the 
Hhbesa — 

"Wherefore she had not loug ago brought 'thia vEfe 
fitch before the prmcely court?" 
To which she answered, eighiug — 
"What would that help? She had ah'eady tasted the 
Bngeance of the wicked sorceress, and feared to taste it 
[Bin. Well, night and day had she cried to God to free 
le convent from this sbe-devil, aud often resolved to ntt- 
Id the whole Satan's work to his Uighuess, though her 
vn life would he perilled surely by ao doing. But she wiia 
eady, as a faithful mother of the convent, to lay it dowu 
r her children, if indeed that could save them. Bne how 
Vould her death help those poor yguug virgins? Fur, 
Ifisnredly, the moment Sidonia had brought her to a cruel 
end, she would make herself abbess by force, and this was 
«ich a dread to the sorrowing virgins, that they themselves 
^treated her to keep silence and be patient, watting for the 
Mercy of God to help them. For truly the power of this 
rftccursed sorceress was as great as her wickedness." 
Hera answered Dr. Schwatenberg — 
Thia power can soon be broken; he knew many reoeipts 
mt of Alhertus Magnus, Ruimuudus Lallns, Theopbrastus 
Paracelsus, &c. against sorcery and evil witches." 

This was a glad hearing to the state prosecutoi', and ' 

iwcred with a joyful mein and voice — 

" Many, doctor, if you know bow to get holil';^ 
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evil hag do it at oiicb; we shall then bind her OTins, so d 
she can make no atgns to hort ti^ and dap a, pitch-plai 
on her moutb, to stop the eaid moath from calling the dev'A 
to her help; after which, I caa easily bring her with me to 
Stettin, and anawcr for all proceedings to hia Grace. Pro- 
bably she is a-bed still; go back, and pretend that, upon 
reflection, yon think it will be better to bleed her. Then, 
when you hnve bold of her ai-m, call in the fellows, wbom 
the aheriff will, I am sure, allow to accompany yon." 

"Yea, yes," cried the aheriff, "take tiventy of mjH 
with yon, my good doctor, if you will." 

"Well, then," resumed the state prosecutor, "let G 
rush in, hind the dragon, clap the pitch-plaster oa I 
month, and she is otirs in spite of all the devils." 

"Bight, all right," cried the doctor; "never feanj 
I'll pay hw for her matrimonial designs upon me. 

And he began to prepare the plaster with s 
he got from a cobbler, when, suddenly, the state prosecnl 
Boreamed ont — 

"Mercifnl GodI see therel Look at the shadow o 
toad creeping over ray paper, wheraoa I 

He springs up— wipes, wipes, wipes, bat in Taia; the 
nndean shadow is there still, and crawls over the piipcr, 
though never a toad is to be seen. 

"What a commotion of liorror this Satan's work caused 
amongst the by-standcrs, can be easily imagined. All gtood 
up and looked at the toad-Bhadow, when the abbesa screamed 
ont: "Mereifnl GodI look there! look there 1 The whole 
floor is covered with toad-shadows! Hereupon, all the 
women-folk ran screaming from the room, but screamed yet 
louder when they reached the door, and met ihcro Sidonia 
and her cat face to face. Hound they all wheeled again, 
rushed to the back-door, ont into the yard, over the pond, 
and into the oak-wood, without daring once to look behind 
them. Bnt the men remained, for the doctor said bravely; 
" Wait now, good friends, patience, she can do us no hurrn;" 
and he murmured some words. 

But just as they all made the sign of the cross, and 
silently put up a prayer to God, and jjathcred up their legs 
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on llie benclic^, so tliat the anclean Ebadowg luighl; not 
crawl upon llieir boots, tbe borriblo hag appeared at tba 
■window, and her cat in hia b'tiie red bose chrubered up oil 
the sill, mewing and crying (and I think myself that this 
cat was ber spirit Chim, whom she had sent first to the 
sheriff's house to hear what was going on; for how could 
she have known it?) 

Snnima.— 'She laid one hand upon tlio window, tbe better 
to look in, and clenching the other, shook it at thera, crying 
ont: "Wait, ye accnrsed peasant boors, I too will judge 
yo for your sins I" Bnt seeing her cousin, Johat Bork, 
pi-escnt, she screamed yet lender: "Ehl tbon thick plough- 
man, hath the devil brought thee here too? Art tbon not 
ashamed to accuse thy own kinswoman? Wdt, I will give 
thee something to make thee remember our relationship!" 

And as she began to miirmnr some words, and spat out 

before them all, the state prosecntor jumped np and mshed 

ont after tiio women, and Sheriff Sparling rushed out after 

1, and they never stopped or stayed till both reached the 

I tiak-woo<!. 

Bat Jobst said calmly, "Cousin, be reasonable; it is my 
L dnty I" My doctor, however, wanted to pay her off for the 
I iBarriage business, so he seized a whip with which Sheriff 
I Sparling had been tbrasbing a boor, and harrying oat, 
I wied: "I will make herreasounblel Thou old hag of helU 
I &ere is the £t marriage fur thcel" and so whack, wback, 
w Upon her thin withered shoulders. 

I Truly the witch cried ont now in earnest, bat began to 
* epic at the same time, so that the doctor bad given bnt fonr 
strokes when the whip fell from hia hand, and bo tottered 
hither and thither, crying, " Oh, Lord! oh, Lordl" At this 
the BorcerosB laughed scornfully, and mocking his move- 
ments, cried out likewise, " Oh, Lord 1 oh, Lord i" and when 
the poor doctor fell down Qnt upon tbe earth like tbe old 
porter and others, she began to dance, chanting her infernal 
psalm : — 



And the cat in hi^ little red ho?0 dancoi 
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After which, sbe returned laiighiag to the convent to 
pray him to Jesth, while ths poor f(^llow lay groanlDg- and 
^riuipiiig apon the pavemcuL None were there to hdp him, 
for the state prosecutor and Wcdeln had made off to StargRnI 
BS quick as tliey could go, and Siieriff Sparliug was ettll 
liiding in tlie hnsh. However, Jobst and the old dairj- 
womao helped him up as beat they could, and asked 
what ailed him? to which he groaned iu anaivor, "Thoi'e 
sMinied to be some one sittmg inaide bis breast, and breaking 
the eaitilago ensiformis horribly asunder. Ah, God! ah, 
God! he was weak indcedl hia hour was come; let thoiu 
lay him iu a coach, and carry him directly to Stargiird." 

This was done as soon as the sheriff coeld be I'oand, but 
my doctor's screams never ceased for three days, after 
which he gave up the ghost, and the corpse bad the same 
appearance aa that of the convent porter, which 1 have 
already noticed. Thus it happened with the wiael 

Bat Johann Wcdein fared little better, as we shall ace; 
for after the doctor's strange deatii, be said openly every- 
where, bo would never rest till tbe accuraed witch waa 
burned. Anna Aponborg repeated this in the convent, and 
to Sidonia's maid, npon which the witch sent for Anna, and 
asked was the report true? And wlieu tbe other did not 
deny it, she exclaimed: "Now for thia shall tbe knave lie 
contracted all his life long, and tuist his mouth thus." 
Wherenpon she mimicked how his shoulders woaid be drawn 
up to his eai-a, and twisted her mouib in horrible contortions, 
80 Thai it was a shame and sin to look at her. And truly, 
this misfortune fell apon him from that hour. And atWr- 
wardswhenhe heard of her wickedness, from Anna Apenborg 
and Others, aud brought her to an account for her sorci-ry 
in Stettin, sbe made him hite the dust and be in his cot&ii 
ere long, ont of malice and terrible revenge, as we shall 
bear further on. 



J 



S[1X)HI4 THE 



CnAPTER VIL 



HrKW the ASSUMtMi^l) rUMEHAKLUj PJUNCES HOLD A COUNCIL ' 
J CV£11 SIDOSIA,* AND AT LCSGTM CITB UEU T 

TKE DUCAL COURT. 

When the state prosecutor. Christian Lndeek, Ti!ai:hei] 
Slettia with his appalling news, the Duke waa seriously I 
troubled in mind an to how he conid Livet grvu the holy I 
sisEerhooil, and iodced the whole Lmd, fi'oiti the terribts I 
tiatanic power and murderons malice of thla cruel sorceress. 
So he eDiniiioncd all the princes of bis family to a, couv-oca- ' 
lion on a certain day, at old Stettin; bat, wheu they ar- 
lived, his Grace was absent, for he had gone to Cobtentz on 
some bnsineSB, and here was the matter. 

His steward, Jercuiias Schruter, waa an unworthy agflot, 
as his Grace heard; and when the time camo for the pooi- 
people to get their oats or coru, he acot round and 
made them all give their recelgita £rst, saying "they should 
have their com after;" hot when thpy went to briog it homo 
be beat them, and asked what they meant — he had their 
receipts 1 they were cheats, and should get no more c 
a him. 

Now a poor parson's widow came np all the way to J 
Itet^, to complain of the steward to his Highness, who 1 

.B shocked at anch knavery, and determioed to go down 
imself to Coblenta and make inqnu-ies; for the steward | 
rore that the people were liars, and had defamed him, 

The Duke, tiierefore, bid the chancellor, Martin Chen 

tz, euteitfun his princely brotbera until his return, which 
wonld not be before ereniog, and to bhow them his pmting 
and sculptm;c galleries, and whatever else in the castle might 
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* Kute of Bogialaft' XIY I waa mit prewDt at tLia i^uundl, fl>r 

'loldinft niv eapouaak at Uie limB. ('Die Duke married t 
!aB Elizubeih von Schkawig Uolstdn In 1C15, but Wt i 
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please them. And now to ahaw the good henrt of hU 
Grace, I must mention that, seeing the poor widow wiis 
tired with her sis roilcs' walk, he hid her get up beside tha 
coachman on the box of his carriage, and he wonld drive 
her himaelf to her own place. 

Meanwhile the yonng prinoea an-ived, and the court mar- 
shal, the chaneelior, the aforesaid state prosecutor, and 
other hi^ officials, received them on behalf of his Ilighnetis. 
Doctor Cramer, vice-superintendens, my esteemed father-in- 
law, waa also present — item, Doctor Conatantins Oesler. 

They were first led into the picture gallery by the chan- 
cellor (althongh Duke George eared little abont snch 
matters), where there was a costly collection of paintings 
by Ferugino, Haphae), Titian, Bellini, Sia. — item, statues, 
va^es, c«ing, and medals, aU of which his Grace had brought 
lately from Italy. Here, also, there was a large book, 
covered with crimson velvat, lying open, in which his Grace 
the Dnke had written down many extracts from the ser- 
mons of Doctor Cramer and Mag. Rentzio, with marpual 
Latin notes of his own; for the Duke had a table iu his 
oratory or closet in St. Mary's chm^sli, that he might write 
down what pleased him, and a Greek and Latm. Bible laid 
thereon. This book was, therefore, a right pleasing sight 
to Doctor Cramer, who stood and read his own scrmona 
over again with great relish, while the others examined the 
piuntings. 

When they grew weary, the chanoeilor conducted them 
to the library, which cont^ed ten thousand books. Bat 
Dnke Ulrich said, " Marry, dear hrothera, what the devil is 
there to see here? Let us rather go down to the stables, 
and examine my new Danish lioracs; then come up to ray 
quarters (for his Grace lived with hia brother, Duke Philip) 
and have a good Pomeranian carouse to pass away the 
time, for an to these fooleries, which have cost our good 
brother such a mint of money, I wonld not give a dollar for 
them alL" 

So they ran down the steps leading to the stables; bnt 
first he brought them into the huuting-hail, belonging to his 
quarter, which was decorated, and covered all along the 
walla with hmilio^'-homs, rifles, cross-bows, and hunting- 
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^^laives and pooches, with tho horns of alt sorts of animals ^^H 
killed in the chaso. Whereupon Duks George said, ''Ho ^^U 
was content to remain here — the horses he could see on the ^H 
morrow." ^1 

So he sat down by the wine-flask, which lay there already 
upon the table; and while Duke Ulrich was trying to per- 
Boade him to come to the stahles, saying he could have tho 
wine-fiasl: after, the door opened, and hia Highness Duke 
Philip unexpectedly entered the apartment. 

He cinhrac«d all hia dear brothers, and then, taming to 
Dikke Francis, the bishop said; " Tell me, dear Fra (so he 
always caUed him, for his Grace spoke Itahan and Latin 
like German), is there aiiy hope of a christening at thy 
caatle? oh, say yes, and I will give thea a duchy for my 
godchild." 

But Bishop Francis answered mournfully, "No I" Then 
f Dake Philip turned to another: " How say you, brother — 
I mayhap there is hope of an. heir to Wolgast?" 
I "Noue, alasl" was the answer. 
[ "No, no!" exclaimed the Duke, " and there is no hope 
I for me either — none!" Then he walked up and down the 
I ludl in great a^tatiou, at last stopped, and lifibg up his 
r hands to heaven, cried, "Merciful God, a child, a child! is 
my whole ancient race to perish? Wilt thon day us, 
' as thou didst the fii'st-born of Egypt? Oh! a child, a 
. diildl" 

j Here Doctor Cramerna advanced humbly, and said — 
I ''Your Highness should hare faith. Remember what St. 
f Paul says (Eom. iv.) concerubg the faith of Abraham and 
"Sarali; and Abraham was a husdted years old, whereas 
jpinr Highness is scarce forty, tierefore why despair of tho 
tercy of God? Besides, many of his brothers were atiti 
fcwed." 

' Hereat his Grace stood silent, and looked round at bis 
dear brothers; bnt Duke George exclaimed, "Yonneednot , 
look at me, dear brother, for I mean never to marry" 
(which, indeed, Wivs the truth, for ho died some short time ' 
after at Buckow, whether through Sidonia's witchci'aft I 
know not, at the age of thirty-five years, and onmarncd. 
One thing, however, is certain, that his death wns aa at^asi^ 






» Um others: for in seven ilaya he was well, sick. ileaJ, 

SaKB^ U'm Highness firgt exonsed himself to bis 

tncms brothers for hia shseoce, and relateii the cause, 
r his knavn of a steward had been oppressing th« poor, i 
)M?rftapon bft determined to go himseif onA avenga tiidfJ 
njnrits; fur n prince sbonltl be the father of his people, ud:* 
H was a blc5seci worl;, the scriptnre said, to visit the fither- \ 
riilows in their affliction {.lames i, 27). So he 
d himself in n little closet, where be conld hear everythiog 
I Um nidow'a housr, nod then bid her send for the 
Iewin1;.atid when he came, the widow asked for her corn, 
I, bat he said, " Sho mnst givn hira tho receipt first, 
d tbcn she might have it ;'' npon which she gave him tho 
^ CPipt, and he went away. 

> Then the Duke bid the widow send a peassnt nnii his 
tfiu" the com; however, the old answer came back — 
i a cheat — what did she mean? lie had her r«- 
s hand" 
Upon this tho Dnke drove himself to tho knavo, and 
made him, in his presence, pay down all tho nrrears of com 
to the widow; then he beat him black and bhie, for a lilllo 
»rtin J remembrance, and dismissed htm ignominionsly from 
yt aerricB, After this he had thoughts of driving ronnd 
b visit Preohln of Bnslar, for the rnmour was afloat that 
^donia had bewitched his little son Bartel, scarcely yet a 
, LT old, and made him grow a beard on his chin like an 
llil Cttrl's, that reached down to hJs little stomach. But as 
I dear brothers were waiting for him, his Grace had given 
np this jonmey. particularly as he wished to hear their opi- 
Tlioos without delay, as to what conld bo done to free the 
land from this evil sorceress Sidonia. Hereupon he bade 
Christian Ludeek, the state prosecntor, to read the proceed- 

iiags at Marienfliess from his notes. 
Ab he proceeded to read tho Acta, the listeners crossed 
Hid hle&sod themselves; at last Duke Francis the bishop 
[ 




* TliCTO was formerly n CisKrcian monailpij- nt Ciickow, in thi 
03}>r\ of which Mill hangs n inctnre of Mr prinop. Uko most of hit 
w, thofacv b in tho hiuhmt dpgr« unineBnlni; i indeed nothing mori 
11 bo will of him thnn ttat ho vns l»m aiul di«L 
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"^(gpake: " Did I not say well, when vcars ago in Oderkru";. I 
prayed onr father of blessed memoiy to barn tbia vile limb 
of Satan, for a terrible example? Bat my good brother 
Philip sided acaiost me nith my father, and he was deemed 
the wiser. Who is the wiser now, I wonder? eh?" 

Then Dnke Philip asked Dr. Cramer: " What he thought 

of the matter as thwlogusf" who answered : " Yonr Grace 

Bpnst spare me; I will accme no one, not even Sidonia, for 

High saeh tbLDgs appear verily to be done by the help of 

B devil, yet had they no proof, seeing that no ineiiic'tis 

i hitherto dissected any one of the cadavera which ii was 

' avowed Sidonia bad bewitebed to death." 

Hereapon Dr. Constantins spake that he had already, by 

legal permission, dissected the body of bis celleagae. Dr. 

Schwalenberg, and delivered over the visum repcrtum to 

hla Grace's chancellor. Then he described the appearances, 

which were trnly singnlar, particularly that of the cartilago 

ensiformis. Item; concerning the valvulce tricuspidtUeg, 

throngh which the blood falls into tbc hearL They were 

so powerfttUy contracted that the blood waa forced to take 

another course, for which reason, probably, the corpse 

seemed so dreadfully discoloured. Item ; the vena ptdmonalis 

L^iefl burst, from which cnnse the doctor bad spit blood to the 

^^wt And lastly, the glandnlie nublinffua/ss were so swollen 

^^Bat the tongue could not remain in the moath. Sdc^ 

^B death was not natural; thut he averred. But whether 

^^Sidonia's sorcery had caused it, nr it were sent as a pecoliar 

punishment by God, that be would not say; ho agreed with 

the cscellent Dr. Cramer, and thought it hotter to occaso 



'Now by the crossl" cried Duke Francis, "what else 
it hut devil's work? But the lords were very luke- 
1, and resolved not to peril themselves; lliai he saw. 
[owever, if his brother, Duke Philip, permiited the whole 
princely race to be thus bewitched to death, he would have 
to answer for it at the day of judgment. He prayed him, 
therefore, for the love of God, to send for the hag instantly, 
and drag her to the scaSbld." 

Ilereat Duka Philip sank hla head upon hia arm, and i 
was silent a long space. But the state -prosecutor G9lV«J 
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answer, "Marrjl will yoar Ejiiscopal Highness then 

the Iroalile to tell na, who ia to adze the hag? I trill do 
it uot, and who else will? for methiiika whoever lonuhcs 
her, mu3t needa bo sore tired of life," 

" If no one clao will," returned the bishop, " my Camjn 
executioner. Master Badeck, will surely do it, for he never 
feared a witch; besides bo kuowa all their arcana." 

Meanwbilo, Ba Dnke PldUp Btill sat in deep thonght, sad 
played with a quill, the door opened, and a lacquey entered 
with a message from the noble Precblu of fiualar, requesting 
an aitdiema of his Grace. He had an infant in hia arms 
which a wicked witch had prayed to death, and the child 
had a beard on it like aa old man, so that all in the castle 
were terrified at the sight. 

Hia Grace, Duke Philip, inatanlly started np. " Merci- 
ful GodI is it tme?" waved his hand to the lacqncy, who 
withdrew, and then walked np and down, exclaiming still: 
"Mei'oifol Godl what can be done?" 

"Tortare! burnl kilM" cried Dnke Francis, the bishop, 
" and to-morrow, if it be possible. I shall send this nigiit 
for my execntionerl trust to hiai. He will EOon sci'ew the 
soul out of the vile hag; take my word for it" 

" Ay ! tortnre, bum, kill," cried also the state-prosecutor. 
"and the sooner the better, gracious master. For God's 
SAke, no mercy morel" 

Hero the door opened, and Prechln of Bnslar entered, 
pale as the infant corpse that lay upon hia arms. This 
corpse was dressed in white with black ribbons, and a 
wreath of rosemaiy encircled the little head; bnt, what was 
strange and horrible, a long, black beard depended from the 
luRint's chin, which the w'nd, as the doo opened, blew 
baohwiu'd and forwai'd tn the so n f t) e s fac«. After 
htto como his wife, wi'inging h hands w idly from grief, 
utd ttn old serving-maid. 

'txviy the whole convocat on shndd ed a the sight, bnt 
IKflW^ KttBois was the first to p ak — 

" .Ud this is no devil's w kl I e ex la med. "Now, 
b>jf my tlUK ya and youi' wise doctors are fools if ye deny 
UtU niiiiJh BW . Come neai'cr, poor fellow; set the corpse of 
>iMr ohiU tittwo, and lell us how it came to pass. W't 



123 

hail heard of your sti'Huge aHlictJon, and jiut ^ poke thereoa 
SB j<m entered. Ha! [lie sorceresa cannot escape U3 now, 
methioks.'' 

Sow, when the moarning fatbei" began to tell the storj', 
bis wife set up finch n weeping and kmectatioii, and tlia 
old nurse followed her example alter snch a Ingubrioui 
fashion, that their lordships could not hear u word. 
Whereupon his Grace, Duko Philip, was obliged earuL'stly to 
request that the women should keep silence, whilst Frecbla 
of Boslar spoke. 

I have ajreajy mentioned whit grudge Sidonia had 
against him, hecaase hs refused to acknowledge himself her 
fcnda! vassal, by kissing her baud; also, how she accuEed 
biai afterward of stealing iier dog. This the poor knight 
related now at length, and with many tears, and con- 
tinued — 

" Duriug the strife between them, she one day spat npon 

both his little sons, and the eldest, Dinnics, a. fine fellow of 

n years old, who was playing with a alijiper at the time 

ider the table, died first. Bnt the accaraed witch had 

^ped over to tlie cradle where his litile Bartholomew lay 
Beeping, while this old nnrse, Barbara Kadows, rocked him, 

d moi'muring some words, spat npon him, and then went 

iway, cnrsing, from the house. So the sptll was pnt upon 

n^th children that same day, and Diiinies took sick directly, 

n three days was a corpse; bat on his little Memi first 

r this. great black beard, which their Lordships all saw, 

d then be likewise died, after crying three dixys and three 
^ghts in honible torture." 

The old nurse confirmed all this, and said — 

"That when the horrible hag kaelt down by the cradle 
to blow npon the child, she turned up her eyes, so that 
nothing bat the whites could be seen. At) I what a 
wicked old hag that conld not spare a child like that, and 
could put such an old mush on s little face." 

Then Dnkc Philip a k d h kn ^h if lie bad accused \ 
tiidouis of the witehcra a d w a h d she aiiawcred — 

" Ah, yes, lie had d b b er, for ha feared to 1 

go to MarieiiliiKSs, lest m h to hiui as to olhcra J 

who met her face to fi ad ta eager l)TO>n{Jtf,\ 
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A letter in ananer, if iridcb th£~Lon]sh!ps coolil g 

her am^anL-c equidied her wickedness," and be drew forlh 

her leller from his bosom, anil handed the ismie to hJs 

nigbne^g. ■ 

Sow Bishop Francis wonld have prevented his brother 
touching the letter, bnt Dote Philip had a brave heart, 
uid taking it boldly, reiid aloud aa foUowa — 



"SlttJSU, Br TUB GSACB OF GOO, 

VEKT or uahietfuesb, i-auy ax 

CAffTLE OF bTRAUXfIL, T.mp^^ 
OTUEBg — GBEETTXG. 



'^ToucMng yonr foul accusation r??p«:tiag your t 
mjr bcvrtlduDg them lo death, I shall anij sij you mu 
have long thought that pride would turn yoiti brain: now I ffM 
•■-- ' If Butel luis got » beanl, »end ftw aoap »i " 



At to joiuwiir, I couufel you 
liaowB bow to turn tbc hraio ngJit agi 
lUt lr>t«r thendii, three times boiled, e 
snt the bawl an invi^rtvdpat; Ihen, 
(he eti]pt7 pat, bo will the iDndnVM t: 
Into the wcwden bawl, and all will 



a Madenflies 

:t the bawl on 3'oni baa 
IS the yiaUt U drawn n 
I dmwD up out of y 
e riaht uBain, It i 
nly deairea you to k 



tiand in retuni. Such U the iidvi(» of your fbndal lady and I 
" SnWNtA BoHX." 
Hia Highness had hardly Enbbed reading the letter, i 
Bishop FrancLS cried ont— 

"What the devil, brother, hast thou made the mnrdenj 
dmgon a prioress?" 

Bat his Highness Itnew nothing of it, and wondered miK 
Ukewise. Whereupon the state prosecutor told them how 
it cwne about, and that poor Dorothea Stettin bad been 
Idked ont of her situation by the dragon, as was all here 
U b« seen set down iu full iu the indictment ; but, as the 
nee w«3 not now nndor discnssion be would pass it over, 
Atavgh ipvftt qnarrols and scandal prevailed in the con- 
■(^ IB coDsequence, and poor Dorothea lay sick, earnestly 
to™^ » be restored lo her prioret. 

•■■D JnBdsnow grow j'et more angry — 

"■^* ft* witch a prioret in hell," he cried. "What 
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woald his deiu- brother do, now that the proob w 
hnnds?" 

To which Dake Philip answered mildlj — 
I "Dear Fi'», think on my symbol, C- & R." (that is, 
M'f^ruto et ReipuUiccB, for Christ and the State.) " Let ns 
■jut he over-hasty. Sappose that Dr. Constantinoa shonld 
I first dissect thia poor infant, and see what really caosed ita 
death.'' 

Thereat the doctor plunged his hand in his pocket, to 
draw forth hia cose of lustra meots. but the mother screamed 
out, and ran to tear the child from him — "No, no; they 
Bhoald never cut up her little Memll" Item, the maid 
screamed, out — "No, no; she would lose her life first!" 
Item; the father stood stiU and trembled, but said never a 
word. 

What was to be done now? HIa Grace repented of his 
hastlneBS, and at last said— ^ 

" Well, then, iirlenda, let the doctor examine tho infant 
«xtematly, look into ita mouth, &c." 

And when the parents consented to tlila, hU Oraco 
1 them gently to withdraw with him into another 
Dent while the examination waa made, aa such a sight 
plight give them p^n. To this also they conacntod, and hb 
B$Tace led the way to another hall (giving a sign privately 
Lts the doctor to do his basiness properly), where a splendid 
'eollation was served- After which, juat to detain them 
longer, hia Grace brought them to visit the pieturfr- 
gallery. 

Snmnift.— When they returned, the diascction had been . 
accomphahed, at which sight the pareiiia and the m 
screamed; bat his Grace eonfntod them, raying — 

" That the enda of justice reiinired it. lie would t 
take the case inio hid owu handit, and ihcy might return \ 
qnietly to their own castle and bury their Infant, who wunhl 
sleep as well dlasected as entire." 

Having, at last, caloicfl them Homewhal, they klated hia 
band and took their luuvu. 

Meanwhile, the two yoaoif Dakci, Uhich and dtatipi, A 
finding the time hauK liuvy, had illppttil aitay Utm t' 
couacil-board, and gQn« down to tlut dwjJL WUMWiv 
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When hia Uighuess noticed tbeir aiweiice, he 
bidding theai return and give tUuir opinion in coDucil, a. 
what ahonld be done next. But thoj sont back an answer. 
Let the lords do whnt they pleasei!; as for tliem they were 
off to the chaae, seeing it was plcosUiUtci; to hnnt a hare 
than a witch. 

Now Biahop Francia Btoi-raed in enmest. 

" Marty, some folk would not believe in wiithcraft, till 
they stood with their heels tamed toward heaven; and hero 
three idle younkars must needs ride off to the chase, when 
the life and death of our race ha.i]g3 in the balance. I 
Bay again, brother, torture, barn, kill, nud as soon ae may 
be." 

But Duke Philip stQl answered oiildiy — 

" Dear Fi'a, the Tusdicus hath just [irouonnoed that the 
corpse of the poor child presents no oanatnral appear&nceaj 
and as to the board, this may jaat as well be a miractdum 
JDei as a miraculum dtsmouia, therefore I esteem it better 
to cite Sidmiia to onr coart, and adnionish her strenaoasly 
to all good." 

This course had little favoiu' from Bishop Francis, bat 
when the state prosecatoi- agreed with bis Highness, aatl 
Dr. Crainerus priuaed so Christian and merciful a resolvo, 
he was at last content, particulaily as sodio one s^d (I 
forget who, but I rather think it wa^ the chancellor Uar- 
tiuos Chemnitz), that Mag. Joel of Grypswald, gave it' aa 
his opIuIoQ that it would be a matter of trooble and danger 
to seltse the witch, seeing that her familiar, the spiiit Chim, 
was a mighty and strong spirit, and capable of taking great 
revenge on any who laid hand upon her; but that he, 
Uag. Joel, woald do for liini easily if be came in hia 
way. 

This intelligence gave the bLihop great cCiaifort, and be 
instantly drajiatcheJ a letter to Mag. Joel, hiddiag bim coiue 
forthwith to Stettin, whilst the chaocellor prepared a, C'du- 
tfoiWM fftl/f"! sloe pcrsonalein for Sidonin, which contained 
tl» foUttivlng — 

■■WK, I'HIUl', BY THB GK.VCK OF OOD, ETU 

•'Coiwaand Um?, Siilxniii von liock, coMventmil »uil not prioraas uf 
U BoUe waveirt of Jinri-^flleai^, t* uypeai betoie in, at our court wf 



Slettio. on the Iflth iIbv of Julv. nt tlireo if tlie clnck, lo answer tor ^^^ 
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Slettio, on the Iflth liny of July, n 
the evil ilceds whcrraf Ihou art accuaul, vniler iiunklimeEt of bnni 
menC, fbrftitinv, and great danger to Ui; body and llft>, Against su 
tJiereforc, l.ikc Ihou heed, 

SiBiiiititm, Old Stettin, intli July, KilG. 



CHAPTER Vin. 
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OF sidosia's defence.— rrrai : now site has a q(iareel 

WITH JOACHISI WiDEL, AND BEWITCHES HIM TO DE,\T1!. 

At three of tlio elock on tho appointed day, the grand 
Bittersaal (knights' hall) of the Btalely castle of Old Stettin 
was crowded with ministcra, counoillora, and officials, who 
^■d met there by comtnand of their illoatriona mightinesses, 
~ ike Philip, Prince and Lord of Stettin, and Francis, Bishop 
J^ Oamyu. Amongst tho nobles assembled were Albert, 
of Eberstein, Lord of Nengarten and Massow; 
itacho Fleramiiig, hereditary grand-marshal; Chriatoph 
Mildenitz, privy connsQllor and dean of the honourable 
lapter of Camyn; Caspar von Stogentin, captain at 
Riedriohawald ; Chriatoph von Plate, master of the cere- 
monies; Martin Chemnitz, chancellor of Pomerania; Dr. 
Grnmer, my worthy lord father-in-law, vice-snperintendena ; 
Di-. Coustantins Oesler, mediais; Christian Lndecb, attor- 
aey-generai; Mag. Joel of Grypswaid, and many others. 
Theae aJl stood in two long rowe, waiting for theiv princely 
Graces. For it was rnmonred that Sidonia had already 
arrived with tho fish-sellers from Grabow, which, indeed, . 
was the case; imd she had, moreover, packed seven hogs- 
heads of her best beer on the wagon along with her, pur- 
posing to sell it to profit in the town, bat the devil tmly 
got his profit out of the said beer, for by it not only our 
good town of .'Stettin, bnt likewise tho whole land, was 
nearly broaght to ruin and ntter destruction, as we shall 
hear further on. 

Snmui.i. — When nil tho afore-tiamed were ranged in 
rank and order, the great doors of the hall were fiimg wide 
open, and Dnke Philip entered first. Kvery oaa btw^ 
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that he was em.ill, delicate, almost thin in peraoa, pale oF^ 
face, with a monstache od his upper lip, and his h^ 
combed a fa Na:arcna.' He wore a yellow doublet with 
Bilver-colonreii aalin aleeves, scarlet hoae trimmed with 
gold lace, white sillc stockings, and vrhite boot?, with gold 
spurs; round his neck was a Spanish mff of white point 
lace, and by his side a jewel-hilted sword; his breast and 
girdle wera also profusely decorated with diamonds. So 
hia Highness advanced up the hall, wearing his grey bearer 
hat, from which drooped a stately plame of black herons' 
feathers, fastened with an aigrette of diamonds. This he 
did not remove, as was customary, until all present had 
made their obeisance and deferentially kissed his hand. 
Duke Francis followed in his episcopal robes, with a mitre 
upon his head and a bishop's crook of ivory in his hand. 
The other yonng dukes, Ulrich, George, and Bogialaoa 
renwuned cautiously away.f 

And the blood-standard waved from tlio towers, and the 
princely Soldateska, with all the officers, lined the castle 
court, PD that nothing was left undone that conld impress 
this terrible sorceress with dae fear and respect for their 
illuatrions Graces. 

And when the order was given for Sidonia to be admitted, 
the two princes leaned proudly on a table at the upper end 
of the hall, while the assembled nobles formed two long 
lines at each side. Three rolls of the drum announced the 
approach of the prisoner. Bat when she entered, accom- 
panied by the Lord Provost, in her nun's robes and whits 
veil, on which the key of her office was embroidered in gold, 
» visible shudder passed over her frame; collecting heraelf, 
however, quickly, she advanced to kiss their Graces' hands, 
bat Bbhop Francis, after he had drawn his symbolam with 
^ktalk before him on the table, namely. H, H, H; that is. 
'Help, helper, hslp," cried oat, " Uack, Satan ! stir not from 
^ ehM; an<' know that if thou shoaldst attempt aoy of 
^ (HlboUcal Boroeries npoa my dear lord and brother here 
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^^(aa for me, this honoarable, consecrated, anil priestly robe ^^T^ 



art, 



saves me from thr power) thoa sbiUc bo tom limb from 
limb, and thj members flmig to feed tbe dogs, wbile tboo 
art jet liviog to behold it, accorsed, thrice nccnrsed witch I" 
And his Grace, in his great rage against her, struck the 
Me with his ivory crook, B<^bat he broke a bottle filled 
rith red ink which stood thereon, and the said ink (aiasi 
rhat an evil omen) poured down upon Duke rhilip''3 white 
Bilk stockings, and stained them red like blood. 

Meanwhile Sidonia exclaimed: "^Vbatl is there no leech. 

here, to feel tbe pulse of his Serene Highness? SuFely the 

dog-days, that wo are in the middle of, have tnmej his 

jfcrain completely. Any little bit of mother-wit he might 

^ve had is clean gone. What I she bod scarcely entered? 

Knew not yet of what she was accnsed, and she was 

^ Satan!' 'a thrice accnrsed witch 1' who was to be cat 

up into little bits to feed dogs! Und any man crer heard 

tbe like? Wonld tbe nobles of Fomeranin, whom she saw 

aronnd her, suffer one of their own rank — a lady of castiea 

' lands — to be thns handled? She called npoo them all 

witnesses, and after the audien:a a notary should he 

imoned to note all down, for she would assuredly appeal 

the States of the kingdom, and bring her canse beifore 

le emperor." 

Hereupon Duke Philip interposed: "Lady, onr dear 

is of a basty temperament; yet yon can scarce 

irander at bis speech, or take it ill, when yon consider the 

terrible evils which yon have brought npon onr ancient and 

illustrious race. However, as an npright and good prince 

must jadge tbe cause of bis snhjecta before his own, I ehall 

first inquire what caused the sndden illness of the sheriff, 

Eggert Sparling, and of the abbess, Magdalena, that time 

they brought my father's letter to you? — that letter which 

as a forgery, and finng into the fire." 

What caused it? How could ahe remember? 

tt was a long time ago; but so far as she recollected, they 

when she was brewing beer or cooking sausages, 

id she opened the window to admit fresh air; before this 

'indow they both sat and talked, to be out of tbe smell of 

cooking; could they not have got rhenmatiam by such 
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tiiPBDs? Let hi. Ui'iifc ask the doclors did I 
witdicrart to Ci\e s. man ihs iheumnlism, who Bat i 
drRiight of airV ' 

The Duke. — "But both were cured ngiin aa qtiieklj as 
they had takpii iL" 

Ilia. — " Ah, jesi She w«ild hare iloue her best to cnra 
oven her greatest enemy, for the Holy Saviour had said: — 
•Biees them that carse you; do good lo them that hate 
you; pi'Sy for them that persecute yon.' To snth com- 
maiids of her Lord she bad ever been a faithful eervant, 
and theFefore seflrched out of her cookoiy-book for. a 
sytnpatltHkuni, but for thanks, lo now what she getal 
Such waa the way of this wicked world. Perhaps my 
gi'acions Lord wonid like to know of the si/mpathdicjtm; she 
wooM say it for him, if he wished." 

"Keep it to yonrself, wonmn," roared Duke Francis, 
"and tell ns why yoa homed my father's letter?" 

Ilhi. — " Because, in trath, she deemed it a forgerj-. How 
could she believe a knave who had already deceived his own 
gracious Prince? For did not this bnae sheriff appropriate 
lo his own uao eleven mares, one hundred sheep, sixteen 
head of cattle, and forty-two boars, all the property of bis 
Highness, to the great detriment of the Princely revenue. 
Item; at the hist eattle ^ale, he had put three hnndi'ej 
flAnns into his omt bag, and many more evil deceits hod 
this wicked cheat practised." 

" Keep to the qnestion," cried Dnke Philip, " and nnswer 
only what yon aro asked. What was that matter concern- 
ing the priest, wliich caused yon to complain of him to our 
Princely consistorium?" 

Ilia. — *' Ay I and no notice taken, thoa<;h it was a scandal 
that cried to Heaven, how this Hcentioua young carl was 
Bdmitted into the convent as chaplain, when the regulations 
npecially declared that no honourable old man should hold 
Hkt office. She prayed, therefore, that another priest might . 
'hi anobled." 

Snt my worthy father-in-law. Dr. Cramer, said, — 
"B^ lady, be nut bo hasiy; fiom nil we have heard, this 
^nKfc fts^t worthy iind ili=creet young roan." 
' '~ '^UiOta worthy and discreel truly! as her old 
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iflftiii couli! testily; or the dbhrss, with whom he locked 
hitnseif up; or Dorothtii Scetlin, with whom he was dis- 
covered behind the holy altar. Fie! The scandal that 
such a. f'ullow shonld be convent chaplain I sad that a Chris- 
tian goTerDment shonld suffer itl" (Spittmg three times 
m the gronnd). ■ 

The Dake. — "The inqniry concerning him was pending. 
For what cause had she forced herself into the anb-prioret?" 

liitt — "She! Forced herselfl Forced herself into the 
snVpi-ioretl What devil had invented this story? Why 
the abbess and the whole convent were witness that she 
fras forced into it; for as Dorothea Stettin was ashamed, 
after that business behind the aitar, when she was dis- 
covered with the priest — besides, was a weak silly thing at 
all times — she had consented to relieve her from the snb- 
prioret at her (Dorothea's) earnest BUpplication and prayer." 

The Duke, — "Wherefore had she treated the novices with 
neh cruelty, and nm at them with axes and knives, to do 
them grievous bodily harm?" 

ilia. — '■ They were a set of young wantons, always gos- 
siping about marriage and loons, therefore she had held a 
strict hand over them, which she woold not deny; particn- 
larty as if any of the nans fell into sin, the law decreed tiiat 
she was to be beheaded, Waa she therefore wrong or right? 
Truly the abbess said nothing, for she was as bad as any 
of them, and had locked herself np with tbe priest." 

The Duke. — " What cansed the sudden death of the 
convent porter?" 

Ilia. — "What! waa this, too, laid on her as a crime? 
Why, at last, if any one died in Wolgast, or another in 
Marienfliesa during her absence, she would have to answer 
for it." 

The Duke "Bat Dr. Schwalenhcrg bad died in tho 

self-same way, and as suddenly — tumbling down dead upon 
the pavement." 

Ilia. — " The knave was so drnnk, when be ran al^cr lier 
with a horsewhip to beat her, that ho tambled down on tho 
atones; and mayhap the shock killed him, as it did that 
other knave who flung her against the wall; or that he 
a fit; for such wontd have been a jnit judgnunt f£. ' 
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oa him, as it is written (\falac1ii iii. 5), ' I will be a 
witneaa for the widow and tlie orphan.' Ah! truly she 
waa a poor orphan, and the jnat God had been her awift 
witness; for which, nil praise and glory be to his name for 
ever." — ( Weeping. ) 

Here Christoph Mildenitz, canon of Camyn. exclaimed — ■ 
" Marry, thoa wiclted viper, I have seen the corpse of thia 
same Sohwalenberg myself, and every one, even the pi 
dana, said that he bad died no natural death." 

Ula. — " JIuat the fat canon put in his word now? 
this was her thanka for the gloves she bad knit him, 
which he wore at this present moment, for she knew t! 
even at that distance, by the black seams ronnd the tbn 
Bat GO it was ever: she had no greater enemies than those 
whom she had done kindness to-'' 

The Duke. — " Prechin von Bnsiar also accused her of 
liaring brooght his two sons to death, and making a long 
man's-beard grow upon the little BarteL'' 

Ilia (laagbing). — "Ahl it ia easy to see byyonr Grace 
that we are in the dog-days. Your Ilighneas mast pardon 
my mirth; but who could help it? Merciful llodl are 
thy wonders, sent to fright the world, and tnrn men from 
SID, to be called devil's sorceries 1 To what a pass ia the 
world cornel Has your Highness forgotten all history? 
Know you not that Grod gives many signs to his paopla, 
tiad speaks in wonders? Yet, when did men, till now, say 
that these signs were of the devil alone, and persecute and 
destroy helpless women by reason of them? Speak, gra^ 
«ooa Duke — speak, ye noble lords— rhave ye not tortnred, 
ud bnrned, and put to death, weak and innocent women 
without number for these things, and must ye needs now 
seek my life? and when was it ever known, till now, that 
wblaa sat in judgment npon one of their own rank — a lady 
«Cm high blood and proud descent as any of ye here — for 
oU wiTca' tales like these, and children's tijoleries ? SpeakI 
WhtMD aaith 1 lie, let him step forward and convict me."* 

Then was a dead silence in the hall wheu she had ended. 



II thi» 



I 



I SIDOSIA THE 

and even Duke Philip looked down asbained, Tor be conld 
not bat acknowledge that she spoke the trath, however 
willingly he .believed aoght the vilo sorceress uttered. 

At last Bishop Fraiicia spake: "Why then didst thon blow 
upon the children of Prechln of Bnalfir, if it were not to 
bewitch them to death?" 

Whereupon the witeh answered acornftilly: " If that 
could kill, then were wo all dead long since, for the ffmd 
blows on us every minate, and we blow upon our hot broth 
to cool It, yet who dies thereof? How could a bishop be 
80 sunk in superstition 7 as to Prechln of Bnalur, no wonder 
if God bad smitten bim for ha pride and arrogance, as it ia 
said. Lake L 51, ' lie scatters such as are prond of heart,' 
for thongb her fendal vassal, he had refosed to do her 
homage, therefore here was no witch-work but only GSod'a 
irork, toatifybg agamst sinful haughtiness and pride. 

" Moreover, it was false that she had blown upon the 
Ahildren; the silly fool Prechln had imagined it all, nothing 
vag too abavrd for stupidity like his to believe; and what 
then? Can't people die but by witchcraft? Did St; Pet«r 
bewitch that covetous knave Ananias (Acts v.), when he 
fell down dead at his feet for having lied to the Holy 
Ghost ? Let the honourable convocation answer her truly." 
Somma; the end of all was, (as we may imagine) that 
the cunning Satan was allowed to depart in peace, only 
receiving a wholesome admonition from bis Uighnesa, 
Dake Philip, and another from my worthy father-in-law, Dr. 
Cramer. 

Bat what happened, as she returned to her lodgment in 
the lliidenberg street? Behold Joachim ^Vedel of Cremzow, 
whom she had made contracted, sat at his window to enjoy 
the air, but the evil bag no sooner looked up and saw him 
than she began to mock him, twisting her month awiy, 
even as he twisted hia mouth. When he observed her, 
his face grew red with anger, and be cried ont of the 
window: "Ha, thon accnised witch, 1 am not so help — 
help — help — helpless as thon thinkcst; so do not twi — 
twi — twi— twist thy month at me that way." 

To which Siiionia only answered with the one 
"Wait!" and passed on, bat returned soon agjua 



1 




SIDOKIA THE SOBCEEtRSS. 



U2 

to be hting," -Sic. and they struck fierceiy on the table, 

th&t the glasses rang. 

Jnat then an old bag cama to the door, bat not in a 
cltuBter habit. She bad a black plaster npoo ber nose, and 
complained how she had hurt herself by falling on the sharp 
atones, which had pat ber nose out of joint. 

"People talked of this new decree — was it true that 
tho poor folk were to pay sixteen Pomeranian pence for a 
qnart of beer? — Oh, GodI what the cmelty and Bvarioe of 
princes conld do. But she scarcely believed the report, for 
she brewed beer herself better than any brewer in the land, 
a;nd yet conld sell the qnart for eight-pence, and have profit 
' ' ts. Oh, that princes and mtoisters conld rob the poor 
man sol ay, they woald take tho very shirt off his back to 
^Ut their own greed and covetonsneaa. And what did they 
give their hard-earned gold for? to bnlld fine houses for tho 
Prince, forsooth, and fill them with fine pictures from Italy, 
md statnes, as if he were a brat of a school-girl, and moat 
have his dolls to play with." 

"What sort is your beer, old dame?" asked a felloi 
"marry, it must be strange trash, I warn 

Ilia. — "No, no; if they would not beheve her word, 
them taste the beer. She wanted nothing farther but 
prove how the wicked govemnient oppressed the poor 
for she was a tiod-fcaring woman, and her heart was 
with grief to see how tho princes lately, in this poor Poi 

" I, aqneezed the very life-blood out of the people," &c. 

Then she lifted up a ban-el of beer upon the table (I have 

already s^d that Sidonia had brought some with her 

sell), and invited the disconteuted people to taste it, 

which they were nothing loth to do, and soon broached the 

said barrel. Then, having tasted, they extolled her beer to 

the skiea — " No better had ever been brewed." Now other 

troops of the discontented came pouring in from Lastat 

Wlek, &C. cursing, and swearing, and shouting: "The 

must not be raised; they would force the govemme 

to take off the tax. Would not their comrades join?'" 

'I'hia was fine fun to the old hag, and she produced 

(bar Wtiel of Vieer, which the mob emptied speeilily, xai 

(Heabegialollui^rfioating, screamiag, roaring like flc 
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flf wild geese ; and wlteu ibe old hag saw that tfie;^ bad got ^^^| 
enough under their caps to make them qwte dceperat?, she ^^^| 
began— ^H 

»"W&s not her beer as good assay beer in tbedacby?" ^^H 
"Ay, ay. better 1" shouted the mob; " where dost thoQ ^^| 
<Sre, mother?" ^H 

To this she gave uo answer, bnt continned: "Yet this ^^ 
beer cost hat eight-pcnM a qaart, by which they cottid see ^^ 

how the wicked and cruel government oppressed them; oh, 
it was 3. Bin that cried to heaven, to see how princes am) 
nobles scourged and skinned the -poor folk. Tbey swilled 
wine of the best, and plenty, in their own goi^eooa caatles, 
bat gmdged poor bitter poverty ltd can of beert Shame on 
BDch a government!" 

"Tme. true!" shouted the mob; "she is right: we are 
scourged and skinned by these worthless nobl^. Come, 
brothers, let os off to the conndl-hall, and if they will not 
take off the tux, we'll murder every soul of them." 

Ela — " And be asses for their pains. Was that all they 
could do — -yro^ the mighty council, forsooth, to lower the tax? 
Oh, brave fellows! ^?hatl had tbey not the power in their 
own hands, if they woald only be united ? llad they never 
heard how the people of Anidam had, in former times, killed 
their tolets and govemore, and then did justJco to them- 
selves? What right had prince, minister, or council to 
skin a people? They had al! stout arms and brave hearts 
here, as she saw; eotdd tke^ not right themselves? — must 
they needs crouch for their own to prince or minister? Did 
she lie, or did she speak the truth?" 

Here the mob cheered and shonted, " True! trnel" and 
they struck the table till the glaaaes broke, roaring, " She 
is right, brothers. Aro we not strong? Cau we notri^t 
ourselves? Why should we go begging to a council? May 
the devil take all the covetous, rich knaves, who drink the 
people's bloodl" 

Ilia. — "But maybe tbey wanted a prince — eh? The 
prince was the shepherd, the council only the dog who bit 
the sheep, as his master commanded. Eli, children? is not 
a. prince a fine thing, to squeeze tlie sweat and UTe-blood 
out of ye, and tarn it into gold for himself? Foe vil 
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i blood, if ye rellact u 

Methinka if all prinzoi wora 
r goods divided amonpl the 
V enoD^. Hjire ye not heard of 
i, who set til pdncca and governments at 
! tar tn-o bnodred jear^ and lived like brothers 
HMBgst tbemselTos, dividing all goods alike, so that they 
ware called LikQ-dcaler^; and uo beggrj was foand amongst 
tltea, for they liftd uU tilings in common.* Wherefore can 
ja BOt be Lik&-dfiiilt!ra also? Are there not rich enough 
lor T* to kill? And if yo ai-e united, who can withstand 
yoQ? Look at the dug and the cattle— bow the poor stnpid 
beuU let themselves be driven, and bit, and beaten, jniC 
becaiua thej are nacd to it ; bat, lo I if the cnttle shonid all 
turn tbeir horns against the dog and the shepherd, what 
Iwcomes of my fine pair? So is it with the prince and his 
council Oh, if ye veve only united ! Fling oil' the parsons 
too, for they ore piiine movers of all your misery. Do they 

* Thne Like-deali^rB ware ttie CDmtiiuniHti of l!ie nortlitra midilla 
•glK wd were for n nuuibar of yean the plajjoa of the northoni tea»i 
Util at the hc»iaDlag nC tliis Itftdentti unaturj' Ibey were aubdued, luiii 
moy of tbeiQ captured by the Dutoh, who muled them up in barrela, 
kwrlng an nperlurc lor tlie head at top, and then decapitated them. 
TIlebMt BcCDUnt of them ii found Kaumec'a UiiWriBiil Nute-book, voL 
ti. 1^ 19. And if SI17 one wiabes to see the result of communUt 
IMctdng, they have only to study here the horrible excEBses to which 
hlMda. 

TIm ooniiniuiiam of the npostoUt age might have been suited, to a 
fuimi in wldcb it would be difficult to say whether fkitb or luve predo- 
■itnUcd nioiti but even thoa it by no means prevraited the exieteaeeoC 
tllnUM poverty, for we read frequontly in tlia Acts and Epistlta rf 
Um MltorinnM made for the Christian cbnrchea. But in our talthlna, 
tovelMi, aelflsb, sin-drowned century, sucb an attempt at communis 
tifgoiid) would act only Hrmihilalc ail morality completely, but abso- 
Utvly i)*KrBde Da bAtk. from civilization oud modern Catholicbm into 
111* nulnl and must meagre barbarism. The aposClea of sucb doc- 
tAuM DOW muilt aneak, though perhaps nncousciously, from (be sole 

WkUon of Satan, like Sidouia. The progress of humanity is not 
(U(thi»cd by BiMli meaui. I«t our morehanta no Tonga decade 
bwaan belnga tulo machinea fur tlx'lr foctoriea, nor our princrs d^rods 
tk*m Into autoaiBtou puppets fur th Ir armies, but of men m.ike licitig 
■m. Alu) the stnintr energy, the etrn will, (lie riCnl spiritual power 
IhU wlU Ihua be sWikBDed, will and uiuirl [iroduce the regeneration of 
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teach you, and teach yon from yonr yonth np, that yo 
mast have princea and priests? Eh, brothera, whcra is that 
ivritten in the Bcripturea? 

" Doth not St. Peter say (lat Epistle chap. iL), 
a royal priesthood?' "What, then, if ye aro kinga, priaoes, 
and priests yourselves, must ye needs pay fur other kiuga, 
princes, and priests? Can ye not govern yonrselves? can 
ye not pray for yourselves? In my opinion, yesl Both 
^t the same St Peter likewise call ye ' a chosen people,' 
)'* a people of inheritance;' but, I pray you, where is your 
Inheritance? — poor beggara as ye are — to whom neither 
priest nor prince will ^to one can of beer. Hal go, I tell 
yoa — take back your kingship, your priesthood, your inhe- 
ritance. Become Like-dealers, brothers, even as the early 
Cliristians, who had all things in common, before the greed 
of priest or prince had robbed them of all. Like-dealeral 
Like-dealers] run, ran — kill, sky, strike ail dead, and never 
rest until yo drown the last priest in the blood of the last 
prince 1" 

As the hag thus spoke, thi'OQgb the horrible inspiration of 
.tan, the passions of the mob rose to frenzy, and they 
ihed out and joined the bands in the streets, and the 
crowds that poured from every door; and as they repeated 
her words from one to the other the frenzy spread (for they 
vere like oil to fire). Gat the hag with the black plaster 
on her nose, when she saw herself left alone in the cham- 
ber, looked out after them, and laughed, and danced, and 
clapped her bands. 

Now the Prince and count Jiad withdrawn to Colbatz 

for safety, and a coancil wa^ summoned in all haste and 

anxiety. The water-gate was barred likewise, to prevent 

& janction with the people of Lastadie ond Wlek, but tha 

town's-people, who had gathered in immense crowds, broke 

and joining with the others, proceeded to storm the 

l«oiuicii--hall, where the honourable council weru then sitting, 

'"'hey shouted, roared, menaced, and seizing the clerk, 

llaude Lorenz, in the chamber, murdered him before the 

'ery eyes of the bm-gomasteis, and flung the body out of 

window; then rushing down the stcpi again, proceeded 

long the corn-market, and by the high-street lUtQ 



I 
I 

I 




146 SIDONU THE SOllCEUKSS. 

horse-market, where they sacked three bi'eweries (rom the 
roof to tho cellar; and dragging out the barrels, staved in 
the bottom, and drank oot of their hats and caps, ahontlng, 
roaring, singing;, and dancing whilo they swilled the good 
beer; so that the sight was a scandal to God and man. 

And the uproar waxed stronger and stronger throughout 
that whole night. Not a word of remonstrance or espoa- 
tolation will the people listen to; they threaten to hang np 
the mesaengors of the honourable conncil, and show do 
respect even to a mandate from his Highness, under his own 
Beal and hand, whieh a horseman brings them. They langh, 
mock, fling it Into the gutter, sack more breweries, and by 
ten of the clock, just as the citizens are going to chMch, 
they number ten bands strong. 

So ray worthy father-in-law Dr. Cramer, with the dean 
and archdeacon of St. Mary's, stood upon the steps at the 
diurch-door as the bells rung, and the mob rushed by to 
Hack more breweries. And he spoke friendly to the rioters: 
" Thej should stop and hear what the woi-d of God said 
about the uproar at Ephesus, Acta 19." 

And some woald, and some wontd not. What did they 
want with parsons ? strike all the parsons dead. They 
could play the priest for themselves, and forgive theu- owa 
sins; yet many went in, for it was the castoni to attend 
the weekly preaching, and my worthy father-in-law, turning 
round, addressed them from the nave of the church — 
metbinks they needed iti 

One very beautiful comparison that he employed made a 
great impression, imd hronght many to reason. For he 
spoke of the bees, how when they wander too far from tho 
hive, they can be brought back by soft sweet melody, and 
so might this wild and wandei'lug hnmau swarm be brought 
back to the true hive, by the soft and thrilling melody of 
God's holy word. Then for conciosion he read the Princely 
mandate from the altar; but at this the nproar recom- 
menced, and they ran shonCiug and screaming out of the 
church, and to their wild work again, sCavmg in the bai'rels 
a&d drinking the heer; and they insulted a mngistratc that 
spoke mildly to them, and said if they would be quiet, ho 
mndd try and bare the tax removed. So they raged like 
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the baads of Korab and Abiram; wanted to kill every oue, 
all the rich — and divide theii- goods ; for tlieir riches were 
their blood and sweat. Tbey would drag the four gailds 
to the coaacil-hoU, and the chief burgomasters, and hang 
them all up, and aftei'vraTds the honourable council, and all 
the priests, &c. So passed the first and second daj. 

On the third morning by six of the clock, his Highness 
•Dnke Philip, ivith all his suite, drove in ^s. coaches from 
ColbatE up to the Oderstrasae, galloping into the middle of 
the crowd of noisy, drankeu rioters, who thronged the grasa- 
market as thick as bees in a swarm. 

He wished to pass ou quickly to the castle, bnt could 
not, 30 he had to see and beat: for himself bow the iasnr- 
rection raged, and the mob snrronnded the coach of his 
Highness with loud cries, in which nothing conld be heard 
distinctly, but on one side ." Kill him!" and on the other 
"Let him go!" This made Bishop Francis wild with anger, 
and he wanted to jump ont of the conch and beat back tha 
people, but Duke Philip gently restrahied him. " See yon 
not," he Bwd, "the people are sick? hot words will 
increase their sickness." Then he motioned to Mag. 
Reatzio, the court chaplain, who eat m the coach, to 
admonish the crowd. 

But the moment the Ileverend M. Rcnt^io put his head 
ont of the window to address them, the people shoated — 
"Down with the parson! what is he babbllug for? Dr. 
Cramer told ns all that yesterday. We want no pai-sons; 
kill theml kill them I — Down with priests I down with 
princes!" And they sprang npon the horses to cut the 
traces, but the coachman and out-riders slashed away right 
and left with their horsewhips, so that the mob recoiled; 
and then with loud shouts of "Make way! make wayl" 
the coachman lashed his horses forward into a gallop. 

Bat behold as they crossed the Sboe-atrasae, a coarse 
thick-set woman knelt by the kennel with her daughter, a 
half-grown girl, and they were drinking beer from a barrel 
like calves. This same woman was knocked down by tho 
L jbremost horse, so that she fell into the gutter. Hercat 
ihe roared and cursed his princely Grace, and fiuDg the 

iT-can at him, bat it fell upoa thi^ luiKfie., 'vW 
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Willi, and (lashed olf in a laad gallop across Uie &boe-fitra£se 
into the PcUer-atrnsso, and np to the castle without panslng, 
where a large crowd had already collected. 

If the Bovereign people had been wild before, thej were 
ten times more wild noiv, and ran lo try and get into the 
castle atlerhis Highness; but the Duke ordered the gates 
to be closed. He finding that the conrts and corridors 
were already filled with the members of the venerable 
council, and three hundred of the militia, bade the men 
stand to their arms, load the heavy artillery, and erect the 
blood- standard on the tower, while he and the Priacea, 
with the honourable members, considered what could best 
be done in this grave and dangerous crisis. Wherenpon, 
he bade the council attend him in the state bant^ncting-halL 

Now the honourable council declared they were ready to 
part life and limb for their liege lord, and the iilnstrions 
house of Pomerania, according to the tei'ms of their oath; 
but the barghcra would not. For when Duke Philip asked 
woold not the burghers go forth, and help to disperse this 
ai-med and unruly mob, the militia made sundry objections, 
and set forth numerous difficulties. Whereupon Bishop 
Francis started up, and exclaimed — " Brother, 1 pray thee; 
do not stoop to conciliate the people! If ye know not how 
to die, I can go forth and die for all — since it has come t« 
this — " and he rose to depart. 

But bia Highness seized him by tlie hand, and entreated 
patience yet for one hour more. Then he tarned to the 
militia, and again admonished them of their duty, and bid 
them remember the oath, but they answered sharply, " Why 
the devil should we go forth and shoot our brothel's, neigU- 
bonrs, and friends? they are more to us than alL Item, 
they recapitulated their objections and difficolties." 

Hereupon his Highness exclaimed: "Alasl how comes 
it that my good people of Stettin are so nunUy? If the 
SCralsunders indeed had risen, 1 would say nothing, but my 
dear Stettinera, who hare ever been so true and loyal, holding 
to their province through all adversities, and now — ahl that 
I should live to see this day!" 

Then Bishop Francis spake: "Traly, our good Slettlners 
are to bo known no longer. Were it possible to l>ewitcU a, 
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whole people, I would sxj tlitc ^td-devil t£ M ifiwffiw 
had done iL For in all PomrMiiinhad witCTttfcuui 
that the people refused dbedieaee to their nB■a^ w ifa 
bargher mililia here bsTO dared to rcAue du d>r7" 

Just then the evil tidings uTired, thai (he sob ««te 

' ' ig the house of one of the dneb of the caoBdl, wha«- 
his Highness, Dake Philip, called otf tpam: "Wil 

stand by me or not? Here is no time Ccr faeatalkn bnl 
action. Will ye Mow me? Speak, lieges 1" 

Hereat a couple of hundred Toices responded " Yea, yes;** 
bnt the "yea" fell as doll and cold upon the ear aa the 
clang of a leaden bell. 

However Bishop Froocls instantly exclumed: "Good! 
go then, all of je, to the annonry, and arm yonrselyea with 
qieed. Meanwhile, I shall see to the loading of ihe camioii 
t^ the caatle-coarL Then whosoever aaong yon is for God 

' the Prince, follow me to victory or death.'* 

Bot Dnke Philip interposed. "Not so, dear brother; 

it so, my good lieges; let na try first what recDncQiation 
rill do, for they are my erring children." 

And thongh Duke Francis was sore displeased and im- 

ient, yet my gracious Prince dispatched hi^ chief eqneiry, 
Andreas Ehlers, as herald to the people, dressed in complete 
armour, aod with a drawn sword in his band, accompanied 
by three tmmpeters, to read a new Princely proclamation to 
the people. 

the herald rode first to the grass-market, and when 
the trompet aonnded, the people stood still and listened, 
ifhereapon be read the following proclamation, iu a load 
voice: — 
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"ThB Serene and Illnatrioia Prince and Lord, Lord Pliilip, Dnko 
laf Stettin, Pamcrmiis, Ca^alwa, and Wendeti, Prince of Rugen, 
Coont orGulzkon, and Lord of the landa of LauEnburg and Balaw, 
oat Gradaus Prince, S^gaenr, iind Lflrd, hereby vooimBodetb all 
preiwnt, from Laatadie, Wtek, DrKgcm, and oilier pkcea assembled, 
to Uy down thdr anne, and redre each man to his own home in peace 
and quisCness, without ofTeriog furlhei molestation to bis loyal Liegea, 
Burghera, and Citizens, on pain of nvere puniahment in peiaon and 
life, and deprivation of all wonted privileges. Further, if they havs 
aught of complaint agdost the Honourable Council or Buc^heases, ' 
them bring the same before his Highness himself. Meaimtttbt,' 
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quart *f boer, iiiilil fiirtlier orders, shall b* rrfaced to iu origimil 
price, ii» nereeil "n yestenlaj In Coiincil, and Ik sold henceforth for 
one Stralsunil Bhilting. 

"Signatum, Old SWHin, the I3lh Jnlr. '^'G. 

" Pbilippcs, fuunu ma." 

When tho herald bad finished reading, and shown the 
Princely signatnre and seal to the riog-leadera, a great 
munnnr arose among the crowd, of which, however, the 
herald took no heed, bnt rode on to the horse-market, where 
ho likewise read the proclamation, ami so on throngh the 
principal thoronghfares. Then ho rctnmed to the grasa- 
market, bnt lol not a sonl woe fo bo seen; the crowds had 
all dispersed, and qnietneaa reigned everywhere, whcrenpon 
the herald rode joyfnlly to the horse-market, to see if the 
like had happened there. And truly, peace had returned 
here too. And all along the principal streets whore the 
proclamation had heen read, tho people were thoroughly 
Mbducd hy this Princely clemency and authority. 

So when the herald returned to the caatle, and related 
a« ancoess of hia mission, the tears filled tho eyes of his 
tlmcfs Dake Philip, and taking his lord brother by the hand, 
Im HcclKimed: " See^ dear Francis, how tme are the words 
•f tScero. Nihil tampajmlare quatn honitas."* Then they 
hMk vent forth and walked arm in arm throughout the 
%Ml«h and wherever his Grace saw any group still gathered 
wmA the beer-cans, he told them to be content, for the 
k«A «houlil be 80!d to them at the Sti-alsnnd shilling. And 
iAm* Ih* I'iot was quelled, and the town returned to its 
Ninwt-tMHnl tinietness and order. 

Xww Imly. the same Cicero aays, " in impmta imibitiidine 
^ %ttfy(ttt H incon^aJiiia el crebra tinquam tempeslattim, 
liO wnlPirtirrrrTrt oommiitatio."f 

*■ ^ttMWvy »< pnpnlit)' m kindness.^ 

h llliii BiwkMi Kiullitnile are chanyerul and inconstnnt aa t!i« 
(Wt( iiftlulvail Duller te latny nmCattone.) 
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CHAPTER X. 



THAT TAKE PLACE AT MARIENJTJESS. 
ETSrnH BECOXES POSSESSED BT THE 



Ueak'^'bile Satan hath not been less bos^ a.t Marienfliess, 
in Sidonia's absence, than at Old Stettin in her presence. 
But he cunningly changed his mode of action, not to be 
recognised, and traly, Dorothea Stettin was the first ha 
practised on. For havmg recovered from her sickness, she 
one day presented herself at chnrch in the nun's choir as 
nsoali but while joining in the closing hymn, she suddenly 
changed colour, began to sob and tremble in eveiy limb, 
then coutinned the chant in a strange nncert^ voice, sonnft- 
times treble, sometimes bass, lilce that of a lad vhose 
beard is jnst beginning to grow. At this, the abbess and 
the sisterhood listened and stared in wonder, then asked 

t. if the dear sister had fallen ill again? 

' "So," she answered gruffly, "she only wanted to be 
married. She was tired of playing the virgin. Did the 
abbess know, perchance, of any one who would enit her aa 
bridegroom? For she must, and would be marriedl" 

Think now of the horror of the nuns. Still they thanked 
God that such a scandalum had happened during the 
singing, and not at the blessed sermon. Then they seized 
her by the arms, and drew her away to her celL Bnt woe, 
alaa! scarcely had she reached it, when she threw herself 
upon her bed in strong convulsions. Her eyes turned bo 
that only the whites were to be seen, and her face grew so 
drawn and strange that it was a grief to look upon it, and 
still she kept on screaming in the deep grnff man's voice: 
"For a bridegroom 1 a bridegroom 1" she that was so 
modest, and had such a delicate gentle voice. Whereupon 
all the sisters ruabed in to hear her, the momont the sermon 
was over; item, the priest in bis surplice. 

But the unfortunate maideu no sooner beheld him, than 
she cried out in the deep bass voice: "David, I mnst many; 
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wilt thou bo my briJegroom?" And when he answered: 
"Alas, poor girll when wiia soch gpecch ever heard from 
you before? Saian himself must hare possessed you!" she 
cried out again, "Hold your chatter. Will yon, or will yon 
not?" 

" How can 1 take you?" replied the priest; "yoo knot 
well that I have a wife ali-eady," Whereupon the grnff bs 
Toice answered, with mocking laughter: "Hal hal ba! 
what matter for that? Take more wivesi" 

Hero lome of the yoang oovicea laughed, but others wli 
had never wept fii^ dato, now broke oat in violent weepinj 
and tha abbpHB exclaimed: "Oh, merciful Godl who hat 
ever heard the tike from this our chaste sister, whom n 
have known from heryonth up I Oh! deliver her 
this wicked devil, who reigns in her soul and memberal" 

Bat at the mention of the Holy name, the evil one rsgt 
more furiously than ever within her. He tore her, ao thi 
ahe foamed at the mouth, and — ahl woe is me that I mm 
apeak it — uttered coarse and shameful words, snch aa ti 
Dost shameless groom or jack-boy would scarce prononno 

These sent ail the novices flying and screaming awK 
biU the abbess remained with some of the nuns, alao tl 
priest, who prepared now to exorcise the devil with tl 
most powerful conjurations; yet ere he began, a strani 
thing happened; for the possessed maiden became sudden 
quite still, all her members relaxed, and her eyes clos 
heavily as if in sleep. But it was not so, for she tl 
li^an, in her own soft natarnl voice, to chant a hymn 
Jh#eh, although they all knew she never had learned c 
wwd of that Inngnage, The words were these: — 

" Oh, cliaate Jon! all wIiom being 
Wiia ta lovely to our seeing, 
Thnaghta and Ap&ech, and soul anil senses, 
KiUeil with noblest evidences. 

" OhI tUo God that dwelt in tliw, 
In his sinless purity! 
Oh, Clirisl Immaitupl. 
S«v« me from tbe sinner's hell! 
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Ah I jeaiDst pra^ 
. But etill pray, 

pray diligently, anj it will be done. 

" Giianl. Lord Chrifit, onr defpeat slumber, 
Evil thoiiglita may conie tn drcaii 
And Ihe seanei list the monnur, 
Though the Trail form sleeping ae 

" Oh I it thy hand do not keep U9 
Even in sleep, from pavdon's flame, 
Thnagh oar eyes close on temptalisD, 
We naj fiiU lo «a ilnd shame! 

" Yea, yes, oh, pray for me; be not weaiy, her judgment 

pronounced." 

" What mean you ?" spake the abbess, " wliose judgment 
isth been pronoimced ?" 

Ilia. — " Know you not, then? Sidonia'a." 

HiBC — "Howcooldshe have bewitched you? She is 

r from here." 

Ilia. — " Spirits know no distance." 

Htec. — " How then hath she doue this ?" 

Ilia. — "Her spirit Chioi samiuoned another spirit last 

ening, who entered into me as I gasped for air, after that 
strife between you and your maid, for I was shocked to hear 
Otia faithful crealnre called a thief." 

HiBc. — "And is she not a thief?" 

lila, — "In no wise. She is as innocent as a new-born 
Ehild." 

Haic. — " But there was no one else in the chamber when 

laid down my pnise, and when she went away it was 

Ah ! your dog Watcher was there, and the parse 
'as made of calf's-skio, greased with your hands; for you 
lad been rolling butter, so the dog swnllowed it, having 
got no dinner. Kill the dog, therefore, and you will find 
your purse." 

Ha^c. — " For the love of Heaven I how kuow you ought 
of my rolling butter?" 

Ilia. — "A bcftutirul form like nu angel sits at ray hen 
and whispers all (o me." 
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HiBc. — " Tbat must be the ilevil, who has gone out of 
thee, for fear of the priest," 

Ilia "Oh, no! He eita under my liver. Seel — there 

is the angel again! Ha! how terribly his eyes are 
flashing I" 

Htec. — "Canst thon see, then? Thine eyes are close 
flhat," (opening Dorothea's eyes by force, but the pupil is 
not to be seen, only the white.) 

Ilia. — "I see, bat not through the eyes — throngh the 
stomach." 

Eaeo. — "What? Thon canst see through the stomach?" 

Ula " Ay, trnlyl I can see evcrytbiug: there is Annm 

Apenborg peeping under the bed; now she lets tfae qui]t 
drop in IrighL Is it not so?" 

The abbess clasps her hands together, looks at the priest 
in aatoniflhment. and cries: "For the love of God, tell me 
what does all this betoken?" 

To which the priest answers : " My reason is overwhelmed 
here, and I might almost believe what the ancients pre- 
tended, and Comeltns Agrippa also mmntained, tbat two 
Dcemones or spirits attend each man from infancy to the 
grave; and that each spirit strives to blend hiraself with 
the mortal, and make the human being like nnto himself, 
whether it be for good or evU." 

"However, I esteem this apparition to be truly Satan, 
who has changed himself into an angel of light to deceive- 
more easily, as b his wont; therefore, as this onr poor 

' Cornelius Agtippo, of tlie noble rnco of Netiereheim, niitnral 
philosoplier, jurist, pliysiclan, soldier, necromancer, and professor of 
tlio Wack »rt — in fine, learned in all natural and anpamiitnral wisiom, 
closed his reetless IHe at Grenoble, 1535. His principal work, from 
-wMch tlieabove is quoted (eap. zx.), is entitled i)c OerxUa Philaiophia, 
Tbat Socrates had in attendant spirit or domon from his youth up, 
whose suggestions he fbllowed as an uradc, ia known to us from tha 
Thtagts of Plato. Bat of the nature of this genius, spirit, or Toieo, 
we have no eertiun indications from the ancients, though the auhjett 
has been muBh investigated in numerous wrilings, beginning with the 
moDognipha of Apulejus and Plutarch. The first (Apulejus) De DcQ 
Sotratis, makes the atrangn aaaertion, that it vaa a comiuon thing 
with the Pythagoreana to have such a spirit; so mnch so, that tf any 
amang them declared he had tuyt one, it wai deemed strange and 
^gular. 
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^^^ter bath also a prophesjing spirit, like tliat maiden men- ^^M 

tioned, Acts xyL 16, let ti9 do even as St. Panl, and ^^M 

conjare it to leave her. Bnt &rat, it would he advisable to ^H 

see if she hath spoken tmth respecting the dog." ^H 

So my dog was killed, and there in troth was the purse '^| 

of gold fonnd in bis stomach, to tiie wonderment of all, and ^H 

the great joy of the poor damsel who had been accused of ^H 

stealing it. Immediately after, the poor posaessed one ^B 



stealing it. Immediately after, the poor posaessed i 
tumod herself on the conch, aighed, opened her oyea, and 
asked: "Where am I?" for she knew nothing at all of 
what she had uttered dnring her sleep, and only compl^ned 
of a weakness throngh her entire frame.* Ator this, the 
evil spirit left her in peace for two dnya,and every one 
hoped that he had gone out of her, hut on the third day 
he began to rage within the mifortunate maiden worse than 
ever, BO that they hod to send quickly for the priest to 
exorcise him. Bnt behold, as he entered in his surplice, 
and uttered the anintatiou, " The peace of onr Lord JesQs 
Christ be upon this maid," the evil spirit with the man's 
coarse yoice, cried oat of poor Dorothea's month: — 

* Tliat poor DoroUiea vas in the somnsnibuliatic Btate (accordisg 
to OUT phraseology) ii evident. A similar instiini'e in vhieh tiie 
F rionooiae passed OT«r into ttie magneCia Mate is given by Ksmer, 
"" ■ y o/PuMeirion, p. 73. I maat jnst remark here, that Kieaer 
n of TWiurtsm) is probaWy in error, vjhen he nsserts, from the 
e> discovered amongat soniB of the Egyptian hleraglypbicB, that 
ti were acqaainted vith tha mode of prodadng the magoetJo 
lanipiiIatiDn or passes, for Jamllichia enmnenites all the 
e knovn to the ancients of producing the diyiniag crisis, in hii 
k De Mj/iterUi JEgsptoTiwa, in tlie chapter, la^eraloa sacat ab 
' we propria, page 56, and never mentjons manipnl^nn atnongBt 
. 1, of which modp, indeed, Mesmcr seema to have been the original 
Siscoverer, The andeats, too, were swaro (as wa are) that Iha 
magnetic and divioiog state can be produced only in young and soma- 
what simple {nimplieiarit) pereons. Porphyry confirms this in bia 
remarfcablo letter to the Egyptian priest ^f AnuMs ^lo which I 
earnestly direct the attention of our ^lysiologistB) In which he asks, 
"WhereTore it happens that only siioplo (ntAuir^m! mil »bv;) and 
young persons were fitted for dtsinalion 7" ^et there were mnny even 
tlicn, us wa leflm from Jamblidi, and the Isler Paellos) who main- 
tained tho modem rationalistic View, that nil these phenomena were 
prodnced only by a cartain amdition of our own spiritual and bo^y 
natare ; although all somnambutista affirm the t«ntrary, and declare 
they are the result of exlernal spiritaal infliuams woridng upon tow- j 
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"Come liere, p.irsou, I'll soon settle for yon." 

Then it curaeJ, swore, and blasphemed God, 
witbia the poor mnidon, so that tha foam gathered on 

piile lips. Bnt iha Iteverend David la not to bo frighl 

from his duty by the foul fiend. He kneeled down first* 
with all present, and prayed earnestly lo God; than en- 
deavonrod to make the possessed maiden repeat the Lord's 
prayer, and tbc creed after him, but the devil would not let 
her. He raged, roared, langbed Bcomfally, and abused the 
priest with such unseemly words, that it was a grief and 
horror lo hear them. 

" Wait, parson," it screamed, " in three days thon shall 
be as I am. (Xamely, a spirit; though no one knew then 
what the devil meant). I will mike thee pay for this, be- 
cause thon tormentest me." 

But neither menaces nor bkspheiuies could deter the 
good priest Ho lifted his eyes to lieaven, and prayed that 
beautiful prayer from the Pomeranian litnrgy, page 244, 
which he bad by hearts 

" Oh, Lord Jesu Christ, thon Son of the living God, at 
whose name every knee must bend, in heaven, upon the 
earth, and under the earth; God and man; our Savtonr, 
onr brother, onr Redeemer; who hast conquered sin, and 
death, and hell, trod on the devil's head and destroyed. hii 
works — thon hast promised, tboa Holy Saviour, 'that 
whatever we ask the Father in thy name, thon wilt grant 
nnto as.' Therefore, by that holy promise, we pray thee, 
Lord Christ, to look with pity upon this onr sister, who 
hath been baptised In thy Holy Name, redeemed by thy 
precions blood, washed from all sin, anointed by thy Holy 
Spirit, and rando one with thee, a member of the living 
temple of thy body. Relievo her from the tyranny and 
power of the devil; graciously cast out this nnclean spirit, 
that BO thy holy name may be praised and glorified, for ever 
and ever. , Amen." 

Then be laid bis hand npon the sick maiden's head, 
while the hellish fiend raged and roared more furiously thaa 
ever, so that all present were aeiaed with trembliog, and 
exclaimed — 

" In the name of the Lord Jeans Christ, and in the 
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BtroDgth of the Lord Jeans Christ, and in the power of the 
Lord Jesua Christ, I bit], desire, and command thee, thoa 
noclean spirit, to come forth and give pliice to the Holy 
Spirit of God ! Amen." 

WhereapoQ the convalaions ceaaed in the sick maiden's 
Itmbs, and she sank down gentlj on her bed, as a sail fiilla 
when the cords are loosed and the wind ceases; and tlias 
she iaj for a long time qaite stUI. 

After whicli, she said in her own natarai voice — 
■Now I sec him no morel" 

Who is it that yon ace no more?" asked the abbess. 
Ilo. — "The evil spirit, my angel says. He has 

■lh from me. Woe, woe, alas I" 

Hn;c. — "Why dost thon cjy, alas, when he has in ti'nth 
me ont from thee?'' 

My aogei says, he will fii'st strangle the priest who 
)us cast him forth, then will he return, as it is wiicten ia 
the Scriptnre, Matthew xi, 24, ' After three days I will 
retam to my honae from which I bad gone forth.' Ah, 
look! the good priest is growing pale. But let him be 
comforted, for he siiall have his reward in heaven, as the 
Lord saith, Matthew v." ^ 

Hasc. — " But why does the great God permit such power 
lo the devil, if what thou sayest be tmc?" 

Ilia is silent. 

HlEc — "Thou art silent; what sajs thy angel?" 

Ilia. — "He is ailent also — now he speaks again." 

Htec — "What says he then?" 

The wisdom of God is silent." 

The abi)eaa repeats the words, while the priest _falls back 
against the wall, aa white as chalk, and exclaims — 

" Your angel ia right. I feel as if a mouse were running 
np and down through my body. AJosI now the bones of my 
cheat are breaking. Farewell, dear sisters; in heaven we 
shall meet again. Farewell ; pray for mc. I go to lay my 
head upon ray death-pillow." 

jind he was scarcely gone oat at the door, when a great 
ci-y and weeping arose amongst the sisters present, and 
abbess asked, weeping, likewise — 

" Is this, too, Sidonia'a work?" 
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Ilia. — " Whose else? She hath never forgiven him 

because ho i-ejccted her love, aad hath only delayed his 
death to a fitting opportnnity." 

Haic. — " Merciful God! and will tiiia mardorous nun be 
brought to judgment?" 

ILa.-— "Yes, when her hour toineg, ahe will he burned 
and beheaded — not many years after thia." 

Hmc. — " Aod what will become of yoa? Will yon die, 
if Satan often takes op his dwelling-place in your heart?" 

Ilia.— "If yon do not prevent him, I shall die; if ho 
leave me, I shall grow well" 

Hiec. — "What can ivc, miBerabio mortals, do to prevent 
him?" 

Ilia. — " Jobst Boik of Saatiiig has three rings, which the 
spirits made, and gave to his grandmother in Pansin. Item, 
he has also a beantiful daugliter called Diliana, and as no 
aecond ou earth bears her name,* so is there no other who 
equals her in goodness, piety, hnmility, chastity, and 
courage. If this Diliana lays one of the rings on my 
stomauh, iu the name of God, the devil can no more enter 
in me, and I shall be healed. But what do I see? — there 
ahe cornea herself." • 

HfflC. — " Who comes?" 

Ilia. — "DDiana. She has mn away from her father, 
wad will offer herself as servant to Sidonia, because old 
Wolde is sick." 

Hffio. — "She most ba foolish then, if thia be true." 

Ilia. — " Ay, she is foolish, but it ia from pure love, which 
Indeed b a godlike folly; for Sidouia hath bewitched her 
poor fathffl-, and he grows woi-se and worse, and her prayers 

* In («ct, I have nowhera ehe met with the naniB " Diliana," 
a that of "Sidonia" is by no iiicuns unsommon. Virgil oaUl 
— * u»" C-En. 1, V. 44t0, with aoaiBwlial of poetic liouuo, 
it born in Sidon bob ia Tyre Aboot the lime o( tlw 
jjj nanm bBciiioo very coramoo in tho regal hon»M. 
\ King Gtorge of Bohemia, Dulic Henry of Saiony, 
*'**-^-'-'~ -nil othera, bad daufflitets called "Sidonia." 
he proud liniglit of Stniniehl probabty- 
to his ilflugiiter. In the tniJdle agea I find only 

ID, the spoiue of Count Manfnd of SUngBlheiiii, 

■rfZiltau, and died in tbe year lOSl. 




159 

P>to the sorceress are of no avail to help him, so she hath 

I privately left her fiUher'a castle, to offer herself as servant 

I to Sidonia; for no weuch, far or near, will be found who 

t vill take old Wolde's place, and she hopes, in return for 

■i^ttuB, that the sorceress will give her somcthini; from her 

(ikerbal to core her old father. Hal what do I see? How her 

9autiful hair streams behind her npon the wind 1 How she 

s like a deer over the heather, and looks back often, for 

ir heart is trembling lest her father might send after her. 

" .0 enters the wood ; see, she kneels down, and praya 

r her father and for herself, that God will keep her steps. 

d pray also, dear sisters, for her, for the poor priest, 

kd for the mtfortnnate maiden." 

I Wherenpoa they all fell npon their knees, and the pos- 
bssed virgin offered up so beautiful a prayer that none hod 
ever heard the like before, and every face was bedewed 
with tears. After which she awoke, and, as the first 
time, reoiembered nothing whatever of what had passed, 
of what she had uttered. 
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r, HOW THB 
A WOLF. 

JScAECKLT had the abbess returned to her apartment when 
""" , sprang in, witli flowing hwr, and her beantiful 
hlooming face looking iike a rose sprinkled with morning 
dew. So the wortliy matron screamed first with wonder 
that all should be true, then taking the lovely young rndden 
in her arms, pressed her to her heart, and asked — 
" Wherefore comeat thou here, my beloved Diiiana?" 
Ilia.— "I have nm away from my father, good mother, 
and will serve my cousm Sidonia Bork as her wsuting- j 
maid, hoping, that in return, she will give him something i 
out of her herbal to heal his poor frame, which is distracted '^ 
day and night with pain, even as she healed yott hoff^ 
Sheriff Sparling; and she will do this, [a; . . . -> 



1 




^<D»siaB4l 



r 




1 hcnr lliat licr maul Anne Wolilc Is sick, and 

tho country roimd wUl take aervice wiib her, they bij. 

llax. — "Poor chilli, thoa knon-est not what tlion 
Slie will silly thee, or ill-treat thco in her 
may bo bring some worse evil than either on thee. 

IJla. — " And I will do as the Lord commanded — if sbe 
strike me on one cheek I will tam to her the other also, 
whereby she will be softened, and cooBcnt to help my poor 
ftlher." 

Utuc — " Sha will help Iiim ia nothing, and then how 
wilt tboB bear the disgrace of servitode?" 

lUtt. — '-Disgrace? If the soul suffer not dbgraoe, the 
body, inethinks, can suffer it never." 

IIwc — " Uut how caQ3£ thoB do the duties of a serviag- 
wonoh? Thou, brought up the lady of a casllel" 

Illn. — "I have I earocd everything privately from Lbette; 
trust mo, 1 can feed the pigs and sheep, mi!k tbc cove, and 
wash the dishes, &c" 

IIiDC. — " But what put it into thy head, child, to eeire 
her as a maid ?" 

lUa. — "When I hiat entreated my cousin Sidonla to 
bdl) my poor father, she Siud — "Uet me a good maid who 
will do my business well, and then I shall see what can be 
doDO to liulp him. Now, as no one will take service with 
hoc, what else can I do, bat play tha trencher- woman my- 
Hvlf, aud thus save my poor father's iifu?" 

niBO.— "Thon bast saved it once before, as 1 have 
l)«ard>" 

Ilia 1» nilciit. 

Ua'O.— " How was it? Tl'U me, that I may see if they 
loVl uio llio story truly." 

Ula. "Ah, good mother, speak no more of it. It was 

w vwi hft^■o hoard, no donbt." 

M--' -"I'nopio say that a horse threw your f.ither, 
't nloiig, aud attempted to kiek him, upon which, 
,■ u\cu-folk stood and gaped, you flew like the 

^ ^ ^ ..., iliu bridle of the auimal, and held him fast 
^^^^^0ffK»i np again." 
^^^^^^^U|^ mother, there was nothing reiy wonderful 
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I HiEC, — " Also, they tell that one day at the hnnt, yon 

kme npon a part of the wood where two robbers were 

sating a noble almost to death, afier having plundered 

You sprang forward, menaced them, and finally 

,e them take to their beels, after which yon helped the 

ir wounded man npon your own palfrey, like a good Sama- 

n indeed, and withont thought of the danger or fatigne, 

liked beside him, leading the horse by the bridle until 

ir out of the wood, and thus — " 

" Ah, good mother, do not make me more red 
1 ; for know, the poor wounded noblo thought so 
puch of what I had done, that he must needs ask me for 
3 bride, though trnly I would have done the like for &• 
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s Gaorge Putkammer, and thou wilt 



E^gar.' 

I Hiec.— "Thi 
it have him ?' 

"I may say with Sara, Tobias iii.; 'Thouknoweet, 
ord, that I have desired no man, and have kept my bouI 
i from all evil lusts;' but indeed to save my father's 
e than a bridegroom. A bridegroom may 
> offered many tinea in life to a young thbg like me, but 
■father comes never again." 

1 Haic. — " God grant that thoa mayest save him, but 
brer tell thy cousin Sidonia of George Futkammer's love, 
pe, methinks, it will be all over with thee." 

t if she ask me, I cannot lie unto her — " 
I Just then the cry waa heard, "The priest is dying;" 
Viereupon the abbess. Diliana, indeed the whole convent, 
' shed out to visit him at the glebe-house. The priest, 
r, was dead when they arrived, and his corpse had 
e signature of Satan as the others who died before 
him,, eave only that his right hand was uplitled, and had 
stiffened into the game position in which he held it when 
he exorcised tlie evil spirit out of Dorothea. 

So they all stood around pale and trembling, wlule they 
listened to his poor widow teUing how his breast-bone rose 
np higher and higher, until at length he died in horrible 
agony. 

But, behold, the door flies open, and Sidonia, who had 
jost returned from her long Journey, enters, with her loiigi 
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black habit trailing after her tliroagh thccbaniber. Where- 
upon they all become damb with horror and diagnst, and 
Btand there like bo many marble or enchanted figures. 

"Ah, what is this I hear," cxclwmed the accursed 
sorceress, "juat on my return home? Is the worthy and 
upright man really dead? Woe! alas, that I conld have 
saved him from this! How did it happen? Thank God 
that I waa not hero at the time, or the wicked world, which 
lays all manner of crimes upon me falsely, might have 
accnsed me of this likewise. Yes, I thank God a. thonaand 
times that I was absent I Speak, poor Barbara I bow did 
it happen that your dear sponse fell so saddenly ill?" 

Bat the poor wife only trembled, and sank powerloM 
agamst the bed where the corpse of her husband lay 
stretched; for when Sidonia advanced close to it, the red 
blood oozed from the month of the dead man, as if to 
accDBQ bis mnrdercss before God and man. 

And no one conld speak a word, not even a sob wm 
heard in answer to her qnestioBs; whereupon the sorcereM 
spake again: — 

" Alas, what is all this which has happened in my 
absence! Good Ilorothea, they tel! me, is possessed by a 
devil; bat, at least, people can see now that I am as inno- 
cent as a new-born infant; though, assuredly, some terri- 
ble sinner must be larking amongst ds, though we know it 
not, or all this jadgment would not come upon the convent 
I would not willingly condemn any Christian soul, but, if 
I err not, the old dairy-woman is the person!" 

This she said from revenge, becanse the woman had 
refiised to give her seven cheeses for a florin, when she was 
on her way to Stettin. Of the misfortunes which grew oat 
of these same cheeses for the poor dairy-woman, we shall 
hear more in due time. 

At this hon'ible hypocrisy and falsehood the abbess could 
no longer hold her peace, and cried, " In my opmion, sister, 
yon err much ; the old dairy-mother is a pious and honest 
woman, as all the convent can testify, and attended dili- 
gently on oar dead pastor here to be catechised." 

Ilia — "Who, then, else? It was incomprehensible, A 
thousand times thank God that she had been away during 
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it all, Now tbey mnst hold their tongues, they who had 
blackened her to the Prince; bat his Grace had dono her 
joalico, and dismissed her honomabiy from the trial at 
Stettin." 

HiEC. — " I have B different version of the story; for 

Highnesa has commanded you to resign the snb'prioret 

Dorothea Stettin forthwiih — item, you are to be kept close 

^wittuii the convent walls, for whicli pnrpose I shall order 

e great padlock to be [liaced again upon the gates. Tbns 

8 Grace commands; ami as we have a chapter assembled 

! already, I may asnoauce tho resolve with all due 



. — " What! you tell mo this, in the presence of the 
a wife and your ae rving- wenches ? Do they belong 
A the chapter of noble virgins? I shall forward a prolo- 
Iflliim to his Highness, setting fortb all that has happened 
a my absence, and get all the sisterhood l« sign it, that the 
Dke may know what kind of folk tho abbess samraona to 
IT chapter; bat as touching the suh-priorft, it is well knowa 
^ yon al! how it was forced npon me by Dorothea, aa I fully 
ftplained to the princes in council ; however, speak, sister^ 
f ye indeed wish this ligbt silly creature, this devil-pos- 
ifisaed Dorothea Stettin, for your sub-prioress again, take 
her and welcome — I will not prevent yon. She can teach 
yon all the shameful words whl::h, as I hear, flow so 
liberally from her lips — eb, sisters, will ye have the wanton 
or not?" 

And when the nuns all cried "No, nol" the acouraed 
witch went on: — 

" Well, then, I bid ya ail to assemble instantly in my 
apai'tment, to testify the same to his Highness; also to bear 
witaess of the evil deeds done in my absence, for that the 
poor priest has died no natnral death, is evident; therefore 
his Grace, I trust, will probe the business to the uttermost, 
and find out who is the evil Satan amongst ns — ay, and 
tear off the deceitful mask, that my good namo thereby 
may be justified before tlia Prince aud the whole world." 

Diliaua now stepped forward from amidst a crowd of 
servlQg'Women, among whom she had concealed herself and 
bowed low in salutation to Sidonia; but the witch lauitha^ 
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An bovr mfter, the poor widow went lata the church, tl 
•ee if Uie blood Tet flowed from the moath of her d«V ' 
matiittA hn^buid. But what sees she? — the corpse 1) 
iTtDg on its &c« in iLe Coffin in plaCQ of oo its bad:, sk 
cills the Jiirj- mother in, trembling with horror, and th«j 
turn hjm between them. Then they go forth, bnt retorn in 
ft little while again, and see, the corpse is again torned upon 
its face. And no one is able to comprehend how the eorpss 
can tnni of itself, or be tnnied by any one, for the widow 
fau one kejr of the chnrcb and the abbeas has the otbo. 
therefore the poor wife, simple ai she is, resolves to hide 
herself In the charch for the night, and light the ^tir 
Cindloa, that she might see how it happened that the co^)se 
turned in the coffin. And the dairy-mother agreed to watch 
with her; item, Anna Apenborg, who heard the 51017 
from them; item, Diiiano, for ss Sidonia had no bed to 
give her, the young maiden had gone to sleep with Anna, 
and there the priest's maid told them of the faonible way 
her [KWr master's corpse had turned in the coflin. So the 
weeping widow lot them all watch with her gladly, for she 
feared to bo alone, but warned them to speak no word, lett 
Ihu ovil-dopi', whoever it might be, should perceive them, 
and keep away. There was no man within call, either, to 
halp them, for tbo porter had gone away to Stettm; so they 
four, aflcr commending themselves to Giod, went secretly 
into the ohnruh at ten of the clock, Idd the corpse right npon 
Ita back, and lit candles ronnd it, as the cnstom is. Item; 
they lit tho candles on the altaj-, and then hid themselves in 
llie dark confession-box, which lay close by the altar, and 
from which tlicy could see the coffin perfectly. 

After waiting for an hour or more, sighing and weeping, 
and when the houc-glnss which they had brought with 
thom, showed it was the twelfth honr — harki there wn^ a, 
noise in the colUn that made them all start to their feet, 
and at tho sunia instant the private door of tho nuns' choir 
Opened gently, and something came down the steps of tho 
gallery, gtep by step, on to the coffin, and the blood now 
-froee in their veins, for they perceived that it was a wolf; 
and he laid his paws upon the corpse, and began to tear it. 
At this sight the poor widow screamed aloud, wherenpon 
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the wolf BpraDg back and attempted to make off, bnt Diliami 
bonndcd on its track, orying, "A wolf I a wolfl" and eeeing 
upon the altar an old tin crucifix, which some of tbo work- 
raen wlio had been opening the vault had brought iip 
from below, she seized it and pursned the wolf oat of 
the great gate into the chnrch-yarj, while the rest followed 
screaming. And aa tjie wolf ran fast, and made for tho 
graves, aa if to bide itself, the daring virgin not being able 
to get near cnongh to strike it, flung the cracidx at the 
imclcan beast, when lo 1 the wolf suddenly disappeared, and 
nothing was to be seen but Sidonia in the clear moonlight, 
standing tremblbg beside a grave. 

"Good ConsinI" exclaimed Diiiana m horror, "whero 
has the wolf gone? we were pursuing a wolf." Upon 
which the horrible and sccnraed night-raven recovered 
heraolf qnicklj, and pointing with her linger to tho cmcitix 
which lay apoti the groand, said with ii tone of mingled 
scorn and anger: ''There, thou stupid fool! he tank 
^beneath that crossl" 

6 poor innocent child believed her, and ran forward to 
c up the crucifix, looking in every direction aroimd for 
) wolf; but the others, who were wiser, saw fnll well 
,t the wotf had been none other than Sidonia herself, for 
s were bloody, and round them like a beard, were 
g small black threads, wiiich wore indeed from the 
ilk hose of the poor corpse. And when they looked 
t her horrible mouth they trembled, bnt wore silent from 
; all except the inquiaitiva Anna Apenborg, who asked ; 
ear sister, what makes you here at midnight in the 
laroh-yard?" 

Here the horrible witch-demon mastered her anger, and 
inswered in a melanclioly plaintive tone, "Ah, good sister 
Annal I had a miserable tooth-ache, so that I could not 
Keep, and I just crept down hero into the fresh aor, thinking 
Tt might do mo good. Bnt what are yon all doing here by 
ikight in the church-yard?" 

1 repUed; indeed she seemed not to care for an 
iswcr, but put up her kerchief to her horrible and traitorous 
1, and tnrned away whimpering. The others, how- 
■ e chnrch, where the corjiae Bull Ih 
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upon itfi back as they liail ]eft it, bnt tlie hose irere t\ 
the knee, and the fl&sh uim and bloody. 

Uow can I tell now of the poor widow's Bcreama i 

t^nmma. — TLc corpEC was buried the next day, and u 
no man bad been u tvitiitsB of tbe night-scene, only the 
weeping women, no one would believe their strange story, 
neither on the last triiU would the judges even credit so 
wild a tale as tliat Sidonia could change herEelf into a wob', 
and pronounced as their opinion, that fear mnst have made 
the women blind, or .distracted their heads, and that no 
doubt a real wolf had attacked the coqise, which was by 
no means n strange or nnnsual occurrence. (But I have 
my own opinion on the enbject, and many who read this 
will think difierentiy from the judges, I warranL" 

For no more horrible vengeance coold have been devised 
by Beelzebub himself the chief of the devils, than this of 
the Bbe-welf Sidonia Cork (for Bork means wolf in the 
Golhic longnc), to revenge herself on the priest because he 
disdained her love. Bat why and wherefore the nnfortnnate 
corpse was found so often tnmed upon its face, that I 
cannot explain, and it mnst ever remain a mystery, I think. 
However, I shall pass on now to other matte-s, for truly 
WB have had enough of these disgusting- horrors.* 

• OOB of the most invetoraltly rooled of our euperalitions a Ma 
belief in the exutence of man-wolves. Ovid laenlioiu it iu Km 
LycuDU, uid even Uerodutui!. tinny mtxiern exnmples nns ^vm in 
Dr. Weggond'a natural history, wbitli book I lecommend to all 
lovwi Of Iba morvelloiM, for Ihey will find mucb in it wbkh fax 
■urpaneB what wc hove reflated above cDoverning SidonU. Tbe belief 
In ■ vampire, whicli Lord Byron has clothed wilh his genius, belongs 
la the flame order of eupenilidoDB. And Horst, in bis magic library, 
faroUhea aume very curioaa rem«rbs eunceraing it. Even Lnthia 
hlmsttlf believed in the possibility of tuch cxiatineea. 
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CHAPTEK XIL 

HOW JOBST BOBK HAS imSFUF CAOOIV TO MJtJaSMTtSIM flf 
BIS BED, TO RBCT^AfU HIS TAJZ TQCX/Q VAXiQBJtZ IXLUMjL^ 
ITEM, HOW GEDBGE rrTKAJfXEB TEXLLTOa ttt/JKU WIJM. 
A DRAWN SWOSD. 

Now Jobst Boii^ of S^aizig had hat tiub ok dasjg^bt^x, iJbe 
£Eur Diliana, whom be lored t» times nKire iksm km hSt^ 
and no sooner had be beand of ber ii^ tbaa 1*^ i^o/estmtk 
readilj whither, and ibr what cause, liae bad ik^n; ^^ i^ 
daj and night ber tboo^sts were bwt at bi(rar t^ bd|p itfXB^ 
be knew Weil; also, the teadus^i of <4d lisa were m4 w^ 
known to him. So be reK4r€4 to ^ aitd setl^ ber, atA 
sent for twelve pauaaas to eanj bim, as be waa, 1» bis bed^ 
to Marienflie», for his fimbc were so e^iut}»;$ed irgis f ^^ 
that he ooold neither nde, walk, sor sta&d. 

Aoeordinglr, next moniisg earir, tbe tweire pea^uuts 
bearing the eondi <m wlodi hj ibe poor lufk^ni, e»ux^ 
the great gsUe of the eosrest, aad iit^ wX dcmi ibie bed^ 
by command of tbe ksijg^ jatt beaealb ^^iA0msC% wjuMkrw. 
Whereupon tbe misoaUe <iaber lAM^^U^ikA Ujtik hk r^^ 
hand, and cried oot, mm knid as be was a3i4e, ^ fiid^uz 
Bori^ I conjure jom hy tbe Lirmi; <M^ pre loe my ebild 
again!" 

Three times be repeated this adjomtiofL Ho we may 
imagine how tbe wbciie cooreot ran tof^etber to see who 
was there. Anna Apenborg and Difiatia were, howerer, 
not amongst them, for they had been np late watching by 
the corpse, and were still fast asleep; item, Sidonia, I 
think, was snoring likewise, for she never appeared, nntil 
at last she threw np the window, half-dressed, and screamed 
oot, '*What wants the corsed knave? Hath the devil 
possessed yon, Jobst, in earnest? Good people, take the 
fellow to Dorothea's cell — they are fit company for one 
pother I" 
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Bnt the knight agdn stretched forth his ti'emblmg a 
fifom tha bed, and repealed hia adjnralion solemnly, n 
the same words. 

At this, Sidoriia'a faco glowed with anger^ 
her broom-stick, she rnshed out of the room, down i 
steps, and into the conrt-yard, while her long, thin, wM 
hair flew wildly about her iace and shonlders, and her n 
eyes glared like two red coals in her head. (I have onilt^ 
to notice, that this horrible Satan's hag had long since got 
hia signature in her red eyes; for, as the slaves of vice are 
known by their ash-pale colour, and the h!ack circle round 
their eyes, so the slaves of Satan are known by the rtd 
circle.) But when the evil witch reached the spot where 
the sick knight lay ou bia bed, nnJ saw the crowd standing 
round him, she changed her demeanonr, and, leaning on the 
broom-stick, exclaimed, "Mcthiuks, Jobst, yoti are mad; 
and yon and your daughter ought to be put at once into 
& mad-housc; for, judge all of ye who stand here ronnd va, 
hownnjnstly lam accnsed. Yesterday, this man's danghter 
comes to me, and says she will play my serving- wench, if I 
promise to cure her father; just as if I were the Lord Ood, 
and could heal sickness as I wiUcd; but I refused to talca 
her, as was meet; and the whole convent can testify this 
of me; wheu, sec now, hero comes this foo! of a father, 
and, taking the Lord's name in vab, demands hia 
daughter of me, though I never had her, nor detained 
her; and she can go this moment whither she likes, as ye all 
know." 

Hereupon the abbess herself advanced to the bed, and 
spake: "In truth you err. Sir Knight. Sidooia hath re- 
fused to accept your daughter's servicel But here comes 
the fair maiden herself — aab her if it is not so." 

And Diliana, who had thrown on her clothes in haste, 
and ran with Anna out of her cell, sprang forward, and 
fell sobbing upon her father's bosom, who sobbed likewise, 
and cries. In an agitated voice, " God be thanked, I have 
thee again; now I shall die happyl Ah! silly child, how 
conldst thou run away from mel Dearest! — my heart's 
dearestl — my own joy-giving Dilianal ah, leave me not 
tgaia before I die; — it will not be long, perhaps." 
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Here the weeping of the peasants inteirapted him, for 
they loved the good knight dearly, aiid the rade boors 
sohbed, and blew their noaes, in great affliction, lik' 
many children. But the knight was too prond to beg a 
from Sidonla; he woald rather die — better dcatli than 
homiliation. So he spake: " Children, lilt me up agiun, ia 
the name of God, and bear me home ; and thou, my Diilana, 
walk thoQ by my side, sweet girl, that my eyes may not 
lose thee for an isstant." 

So the peasants lined up the bed again on their shoulders; 
bnt Diliana exclaimed, " Wait, ah, my heart's dearest 
father, yon do onr good consin Sidonia sore injosKce. 
Only think, she has promised to cm^ yon, withont any re- 
compense at alll Is it not tme, dear consin? Set the 
bed down again, good vassals I Is it not true, dear 

As she thus spoke, and kissed the claws of the horrible 

hell-wolf with her beaatifnl bright !ipa, such an expression 

I of rage and nnntterablo hatred passed over Sidonia's face, 

b.liiat all, even the peasants, shuddered with horror, and 

■ Aearly let the bed fall from their trembling hands; but the 

"'r yonng girl was unaware of it, for she was bending 

wn upon the hand of the evil sorceress. 

However, my hag soon composed herself; and no doubt, 

rnBring the vengeance of Dnke Francis, or hoping perhaps 

. to cover her evil deeds by this one public act of charity, and 

HO gain a good name before the world, and the fair opinion 

of their Highnesses, to whom she had written the day pre- 

vions, she rested her arm once more upon the broom-stick, 

and tnming to the crowd, thns spake: — 

" Ye shall see now that Sidonia hath a truly Christian 

heart In her bosom; for, by the help of God, I will try and 

heap coals of fire open rabe enemy's head. Yes, he ia mine 

enemy. None have persecuted me more than he and hia 

K^e, though, God be good to me, it is my own race like- 

Burise. Hb false father was the first to malign me, and yet 

ore guilty was his still falser mother; but God punished 

«■ hypocrisy with a just judgment, for she died in child- 

» birth of him, so true is it what the Scripture says, ' The j 

Vrd abhors botii the Ugdi^tv and deceitful man.' 
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she WM deceitfal beyond all 1 buve met nitb npon e. 
also, tliis her son, the fnlse Clara's 'sou, hath mB(Ie>{ 
nephew. Otto of Stramehl, in 

tniinner, give him np my two futm-housea at Zacfaow, I 
he now refuses fo restore me either my farms or the r 
thereto belonging." 

Ucre Jobat ci-ied out, " 'Tia false, Sidonia! 
nothing of thy statements reapecliog my parents, for all ii 
knen* them testify tliat they were righleons and honooraUe 
their life long, thereforo let them reitt in their graves; hnt 
U touching thy farm-houacs, thou shalt have them bacic, as 
1 hi«vu already written to thee. The accuinnlated rents, 
however, thou ciiust not have, for it were a strange and 
nnjitst tiling, truly, to demand fifty years' rent from me, 
who have only been in possession of the ferma for half a 
year." 

" What I thou unjust knave." screamed Sidonia, furiously; 
but then suddenly strangled the wrath in her tliroat irith a 
convulsion, as if a wolf wei'e gulping a bone, and contiuncd; 
" It may be a hard struggle to help oiio of thy name, bnl I 
remember the words of my hoavculy bridegroom (oh, that 
the horrible blasphemy did not ehoke her), ' I say onto jou, 
love your enemies; bless them that curse yon, do good to 
them that hate yon;' and so, Jobst Bork, I nil! do good 
to thee out of my herbal, if the mercifnl God will assist my 
ofi<>rts, as I hope." 

Then she turned her hypocritical Sitauic eyes up to 
heaven, siglied, and, stepping to the bed, murmured some 
words; theii asked, " How is it with thee now, Jobst? is 
lUcro case already?" 

" Oil, yes, good cousin," he answered, — " I am bettor, 
■nch better, thanks, good cousin] Lift me up again, chil- 
4Kn> unl '><^n'' '"o homeward — I thank thee, cousin I" and 
«M these woi'ds he was borne out of the convent gates, the 
^tomg Diliaua following him closely; and scarcely had 
4^ Uft tha town and reached the moor, when the knight 
I Ml from the bed, — "Oh, it is true, my own dear 
" ■ God, I am indued better; but! am 

^t^V httflc shnost immediately into a deep sleep, 
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^^ which continaed till they reached the castle of Saattig. and ^^\ 



the bearers laid the bed down again in its old place 
knight's cbamber — still he woke not. 

Then Diliana kneeled dovm beside him, and thanked (he 
Lord with bnming teara; sprang ap again quickly, and 
de them saddle her palfrey, for she must ride away, bat 
mid retnm again before a couple of hours. If her father 
■woke up in the mean time, let them say he must not be 
uneasy, for that she (Tould return soon and tell him herself 
whither, and on what cii'and, she had been. 

Hereupon she went to a largo cabinet that stood in her 

chamber, took ont a little casket containing three 

ilden rings, mounted her palfrey, and rode back with all 

:d on the road to Marienfliess. Bat I most here relate 

golden rings came into pofjsession of the 

lily; the tradition runs as follows: — 

A long while ago the castle of Pansin, which had origi- 

lly belonged to the Knights Templars, became a fief of 

Bork family, and the count, who was then in possession, 

:nt to the wars m the Holy Land, leaving his fair yoang 

ife alone in her sorrow; and, lol one night, as she wad 

!ping bitteriy, a spirit apt>eared in her chamber, and 

lotioned her to rise from bed and follow him to the castle 

garden. Bat she was horror-a truck, and crept trembliag 

nnder the quilt, Hext night the ghost again stood by her 

bed, made the same gestures even menacingly, but she was 

frightened, and hid her head beneath the clothes. 

The third night brought the ghost likewise ; hnt this time 
the fair lady took courage, rose from bed, and followed bini 
in silence down the steps ioto the cnstlo garden, on to a 
small island, where the two streams, the Ihiia and the 
Krampehl, meet. Here there was a large fire, and around 
it many spirits were seated. Hei'cupon her ghost spake: — 
■ Fear nothing, but fill thy apron with couls from the 
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^H "rear noining, auc nu tny apiuu wku caaia irum (iia ^^_ 

^^be, and return to the castle; but, I warn thee, do not look ^^M 
^Hiack." ^^H 

^r The fair chatelain did as she was deured, filled her ^^H 
apron, and returned to the castle; but ntl the way, close 
behbd bci', there was a terrible uproar, and the mshing and 
roaring as of many people. Howovor, she never looked 
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back, only on reaching the caatle gates ahe thought i 
might take one peep roand jost ae Bbe was closing then); 
but, lol instantly ber apron was rent, and the coals fell 
hither and thither on the ground, and out of all she could 
only save three pieces, with which ahe roshcd on. to her own 
apartment, never again looking behind her, thongh the 
uproar continued clase to her very heels all the way up to 
her chamber door; and trembling with dread, and com- 
mending heraelf to ail the saints, ahe at last threw heraelf 
on her bed once mora in gaiety. Bat next morning, on 
looking for the coals, ahe foand three golden rings in their 
Btead bearing strange inscriptions, which no man hath been 
able to decipher nntil this day. As to those she bad dropped 
at the castle gate, they were nowhere to be seen ; and oa 
the fourth night the ghost comes again, and seolda ber for 
disobeying his orders, hut admonislics her to preserve the 
three rings safely, for if she lost one, a great misfortnoQ 
would fall upon the village, and the castle be rent violently 
— item, but two of her race would ever be alive at the same 
time. If the second were lost, ber race would be reduced 
to direct poverty; and if the tliii'd ring were lost, the raca 
woold disappear entirely from the earth. 

After this, when her knightly spouse returned from Jera- 
saleni, and she told him the wonderful Etoiy of the threa 
rings, he bad a costly casket made for them, in which they 
were safely locked, with a rose of Jericho placed above 
them, which he had bimEelf brought from the Uoly Land) 
and this wonderful treasure has been preserved by the 
count's descendants, with jealous care, even until this day. 
I have said that no man conld read the inscriptions on the 
tings: they wci'e all the Game — the three as like as the 
leaves of a trefoiL Thoy were all large enough for the 
largeaC man's thumb, and msde of the purest crown gold: 
the shield was of a circnhir form, bearing in the centre the 
figure of a Knight Templar in foil armour, with spur and 
shield, keeping watch bertire the temple at Jerusalem; but 
what the characters around the figure signified I leave nn- 
said. and many, I am tliinkiug, will leave unsaid likewise. * 

' It la u fact, that nu oiiu up lo the preseat timtt has heea nlila tc 
dedpher thu very remirkaMe iiucriplioii, uot er«a Silveatre ila Sac/ 
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Id Biimma. — When Djliana arrived with theae ring?, the 
poor Dorothea ky again in the devU's fetters. She roared, 
and screamed, and raged horribly, and tore lier bed-ciothes, 
and foamed at the month, and even abused and reviled the 
beantifal yonng virgin, who took, however, no heed thereof, 
bat with permiasion of the abbeaa Itild the three nngs npon 
the stomach of the eick nan, who immediately became qnite 
still, and so lay fur a little while, aAer which, with a. load 
roar, Satan went ont of her, while the windowa clattered 
and the glasses rang npon the table. Then she fell into b 
deep sleep, and on awakening remembered nothing of what 
Lad happened, bnt seeing Diliana prepared to set oat on her 
homeward ride, asked with wonder, who ia this strange 
young maiden, and what does she here. 

After this, as 1 may as well brieQy notice here, Dorothea 
became quite well, and, by the mercy of God remained for 
ever after natouched by the demon claws of the great 
enemy of maakiud. 

Meanwhile, the good Diliaua felt it to be her duty to 
descend to the refectory, and thank th^ heU-dragon for the 
refreshing sleep which her father Jobst had obtained by hw 
means. Bnt, ah I bow docs she find my dragon? Uer 
Byt& shoot fire and flame, and in an instant she flew at 
poor Diliana, on the sabject of marriage — 

"WhatI she wanted to many too! She was scarcely 
ont of school, and yet already was thinking about mar- 
tiagel" 

"Grood cousin," answered the other, "I have indeed no 
thonghts of marriage, and no desire for it has ever entered 
my heart" 

hiniBeir, to whom it was sent some yean ago. DreEOf 's reading, gtwn 
in Diilinert's PompruniBn Library, iv. p. 295, 19 manifestly mon|t — 
Ordt HieraiolymilaiiiiM. Bat two of tht ringt an rurtticoniiiig bd«i 
am], in fulfllmeat of the tradition, a licmenduus rent really fulloiTBd 
the loss of the iirst in the old castle of Fan^i, 'h'IucIl may yet Ijo seen 
in this fmu riun, whoiiu'like is not to bo found in alt Fomenniii, dot^ 
indeed, in the north of Germany. Tlie two leniainiag ring*, niCli t]M 
rOK of Jericho, are still lo be wien In the original caiket, which 1> of 
cnrious and costly workmanahip, and this uukeC is again enclosed '" 
another of iron, wUb utrung hoops anil clasps. Should Biij of i 
readun deairo to discover the meaning of Iho inscription, he nill do 
the highest favour hy conunnnlcsting the leme to me. 
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"What I" screamed my dragon; " you lie to me, childl 
The whole convent tallca of it; sad Anna Apeuborg herself 
told me that yoa are betrotheil to that bc&rdle«a boy George 
Pntkammer. Fie I a fellow withoat a beard." 

Herenpon she begaa to spit out. But Gfeorge Pot- 
bammer that instant clattered ap the steps; for the neira 
bad come to Pan^in, of which castle .Tobst Boric had made 
him casteUaa, seeing that he set mnch store by the brave 
yonng knight, and would willingly have had him for Ms 
Bou-in-law, if his fair little daughter Diliana bad not 
resisted his entreaties, bia dato; the news came, I say, 
DOW that Diliana had ran away from her father, and graie 
to play the serviug'wench to Sidonia. So the knight 
seized bis good sword, and went forth, like another Perseus 
to save hia Andromeda, and deliver her from the dragon, 
even If hia own life were to pny ihe cost. He knew not 
that the damning dragon despised the service of the mild 
innocent girl, nor that Jobit Bork had gone to offer himself 
as a sacrifice in her place. 

So be clattered ap tbe steps, dashed open the door, and 
finding Sidonia in the very act of spitting oat, he drew his 
sword, and roared — 

" Dare to touch even a finger of that angel beside thee, 
and thy black toad's biood shall mst npon this sword." 

And when Siilonia started back alarmed, ho con- 
tinued — 

" Oh, Diliana, much loved and beautiful maiden, what 
does my qaeen hero? \Vhere have you heard that the 
angels of tiod seek help and shelter from the devil, as yoa 
have done here? Eefurn with me to Saatzlg, and, by my 
faith, some other means shall make this vile wretch help 
your poor fatlier." 

Sidonia now screamed with rage — 

" What wants this silly varlet here, this beardless 
young profligate? Ha, youngster, thou shall pay for thy 
bold, saacy tongue!" 

lile — " Hold thy accnrsed month, or I will give thee 
such a blow, that thon shalt never need it again, but to 
groan. Listen, cursed beast of hell, and mark my words. 
Since our gracious Lord of Stettin handles thee so gently, 
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snil lets thee heap evil apon evil at tbise onii y'lle will, I end 
another aoble hare awora solemnly to riil the land from 
such a eurse. Let it cost oar lives or not, wa shall avenge 
our conntry in thj btowi, onless thou ceaaeaf to work all 
thy diabolical wickedness. Now, therefore, heat me. Delay 
one instant to heal the upright Jobat and to remove thy 
accursed witch-spell from off him, and this sword shall take 
a bloody revenge; or if but a finger ache of this beaatifid 
maiden here, thy death k certain. Think not to escape. 
ThoQ may'st lame me, like Jobst or Wedel, or murder me 
as others, it will not help thee; for mj friend hath sworn, 
if anch happen, that he will ride straight to M^ienfliess, 
and ran iiis sword through thy body without a word. Ttro 
horses stand, day and night, ready saddled in my stall, and 
in a qoarter of an hour we are here_~-he or 1, it matters 
not, which ever is left alive, or both together, and we shall 
hew thee from head to foot, eveu as I hew this jar in two, 
that stands upon the table, so that human hand shall never 
lift it more." 

So saying, he struck the jar with his sword, when it flew 
into a thousand pieces, and the beer da^ed over the bag's 
clothes, so that she raised a cry of terror, for sach speech 
bad DO man ever yet dared to hold to her. 

But the brave Diliana seized hold of the young knight's 
Bword, cryiug — 

"For God's sake. Sir Knight, what mean you? Ton do 
my good cousin sore injustice, I have never seen yon thus 
before. Sidonia hath declined to take me for her maid, and 
has helped my poor father, of her own free will, for he 
was here yesterday, and now rests safe in Saatzig in a deep 
and healthful sleep ; for which cause I come hither to thank 
my good cousin for her kindness. Where is your justice. 
Sir Knight— your honour? Bethink you how often you 
have extolled these noble virtues yourself to me I" 

As the knight listened, and heard that her father was 
already cured, he marvelled gi'eatly; inquired all the par- 
ticulars, but shook his bead at the end, saying — 

" 'A corrupt tree cannot bring forth good frnit, and fi 
are not to be gathered from thorns.' That she haa help 
your father, I take as no sign of her kiudness, but of li 
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8eo my fitlier. como t(>-mon'ow to SaatBig, for I shall r 
ihere nlone now. Farewelll" 

And oiF she cantered ou lier palfrey, hop, hop, hop, a* 
fast as an nciow from a bow, iind her red frathera gleamed 
through the green leaves of tlie forest Ireea, so that my 
ICiiight stood watching her, filled with as mnch joy as 
Borrow, for the maiden now seemed to him bo beantifa!, aud 
he watched her as long aa a glimpse of her festherB conld 
he had through the trce^, and tliea he listened as long u 
tho tramp of her palfiey could be heitrd (for he told me this 
liimsclf), then he alighted, and kneeling down, prayed to 
God tho Lord to bless this beautiful darlmg of his heart, 
vhilst lis sobbed like a child, for sorrow and Ihe sweet 
anguidh of love. Then he rose np, and obedient to her 
commands, took his way back to the stately castie of Pansin. 

But next moniiog early, he was at Saatzig, where the 
good Knight Jobst receives him joyfully at table, quite 
restored to health. Nor has aught evil happened to the 
beautiful Diliana, as the knight feared from the spittiag of 
Sidonia. However, he heard^from the maiden, that after 
be left the refectoij, Sidonia spat a second time, probably 
to remove the first witch-spell (for ao doubt she feared the 
knight would hold liis word, and hew her in pieces if aught 
evil happened to the fair young mniden). And for the rest, 
the knight ceased to trouble Diliana with his solicitations, 
but be made father and daughter promise to )^ve him 
instant notice if but a finger ached, and he would instantly 
find one sure way to buid the wild beast of Maricufiiess for 
ever, namely, with his good sword. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

llflW MY GRACCODS LORD BISHOP FliAKClSCOS AJ 

BEND DB. JOEL 00 TO THE JEWS' SCHOOL AT OLD STETTIH, I 
OIIDER TO STEAL THE SCHEU BASIPHOItASCH, AKD EOW t 
KltTEBFRISE FINISHES WITH A BOUKD CUDOELLlfJG. 

Measwhilk, my gracious Dake Francis was puzzlini_ 
bnm, dfiy aud night, how best to buid this malicious drago 
ud hinder her from utterly destroying his whole r: 



wanted to efieat, by the agency of spirita, what George 
Putkammer had alrcatiy effected by his good aworJ, aa wo 
have related before. So his Highness mast needs eend for 
Dr. Joel, in all haste, to Old Stettin, to aek him whether it 
Btrere not possible to break the power of the evil witch 
7 spiritual agency, for aa to human, it waa oat of the 
tion, since no one coold be found to lay hands ou 
They woold as Boon touch the bodily Satan him- 

I'Klf. 

Whereupon my magisler answered, that he had already, 

serve his Grace, consulted divers spirita as to what could 
I be done in this sore strait, but none would undertake a 
^Wntest with Sidonia's Spirit, which waa powerful and strong, 

ind acting in concert always with the spirit of ohl Wolde, 
'le might in himself, aa it were, of two demons. For 
asou they mnst try two modes of casting ont the evil 
The first was to exorcise the san-spirit, according 

1 the form in the Clavicula Salomortis, for he was the 
_)owerfal of all the Astral spirits, and question him as 

what should be done. But for this conjuration, a pure 

irgio. was necessary, not merely pure in act, but in 

tiiought, in soul. Even her very garments must be woven 

a virgin's hands, othcrwiae the holy angels, who neither 

rry nor are given in marriage, would not appear. For 

Ethey obey only the smnmouB of one who is as pure as 

r tfaemsclvcs, in body and in soul. Such a being he bad once 

poasessed in bis only little danghter, a virgin of eighteen 

years. Ali her clothes had been spun and woven by virgin 

hands, and a^ siie had a brave spirit, she had often helped 

him to cite the Astral angel Och, But the last time ahe 

had assisted at the conjuration, the angel himself had 

strangled her with his own hands, twisting her neck so 

horribly that her tongue hung ont of her mouth. And thos 

she died before his very face. The cause was, as he, poor 

-father, had heard afterwards, that ahe bad suffered a young 

f Kttdent to kiss her, and so the pure virginity of her soul 

i lost. Now if the gracious Prince knew of any anchi 

[pure virgin, who besides must bo brave and courageona a\ 

a amazon, matters would proceed easily, they would makqj 

u end of the demon Sidonia without the least diSical' 
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He hod the dotiics ready, ali spun hy virgins; item, all QS6 
necessary instruments. 

So my gracious Prince als and thiniia awhile, then Bliakea 
his head, aad saya, tangbtng: ''Mcthvnks sach a vir^ 
were rarer than a white ravcu. It would be easy to find 
one pure in form, but a virgin pure in aonl — and then 
as brave as Deborah and Judicli. Mag. Joel, snch a virgin, 
methinka, is not to be had, and yofi did evil to put your 
poor little danghter to such a test. For woman-flesh is a 
weak flesb since the day of Eve, as we all know. Bat yon 
talked of a second mode, what is it? Let me hear." 

Herenpon the magister sighed for grief, wiped his eyes, 
and spake: "Ah, yes I yon are right, my good Lord. Fool 
that I waa, I might have had my little danghter still, for 
thongh she only ^owed the stndent to kiss her, yet by that 
one kiss the pure mu-ror of her aoul vas dimmed, and 
before the angeia of God she was henceforth unholy. 
However, as toaching the second method, it is the Schem 
Bamphorasch tbroagh which all things are possible." 

The Dnko — " What is the Scltem, Hamphorascli ?" 

Ille. — " The seventy names of the Most High and ever- 
blessed God, according to the seventy nations, and the 
seventy tongnes, and the seventy elders of Moses, and tha 
seventy disciples of Christ, and the seventy weeks of DanieL 
To him who knows this name, the Holy God will appear 
again as ho did aforetime in the days of the patriarchs." 

" The Duke. — You are raving, good Joel; yet — but how 
can this be possible?" 

Ille "1 am not raving, gracious Prmoe; for tell me, 

wherefore is it that the great God does not appear to men 
now, as he did in times long past? I answer, becanse we 
no longer know hia name. This name, or the Schom Ham- 
phorascb, Adam knew in p[iradisc, and therefore spake with 
God, as well aa with all animals and plants. Noah, Abra- 
ham, Moses, Elias, Elijah, &b all knew this name, and per- 

formed their wonders by it alone. But when the beastly 
and idolatrous Jews gave themselves over to covetonsneas 
and all nncleauness, they forgot this holy name; so, as a 
punishment, they endured a yeai- of slavery for each of iha 
seventy names which they had forgotten ; and we find them, 
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therefore, serving seventy years in Babylooian bonds, 
'iter this they never learned it again, and ai! miracles and 
wonders ceased from amongst them, notil the ever-blessed 
God sent hia Son into the world, to teach them once mora 
the revetation of the Sehom Hamphorasch ; and to all who 
believed on him, he freely imparted tliia name, by which, 
also, they worked wonders; and that it might be fixed for 
ever is their hearts, he taught them the blessed Pater 
Bogter, in which they were bid each day to repeat the words, 
'Hallowed be thy name.' Yea, even m that last gloriona 
high-priestly prayer of his — in face of the bitter angnlah 
Bud death that was awaiting him, he says, ' Father, keep 
them in thy name;' or, as Lnther translates it, ''Keep 
them above thy name.' Fur how easily this name is lost, 
e leahi from David, who says that he spelt it over in the 
sight, so that it might not pass from his miod. (Psalm 
is. 55.) Item, after the resurrection, he gave oommand 
go and baptise all nations — not in the name of the 
'■ Father, of tlio Son, and of the Holy Ghost, aa Luther has 
'ftlsely rendered the passage, bat /or, or bt/, the nsme — that 
'Snch might always be .kept before their eyes, and never 
'Siore pass away from the knowledge of mankind. And tha 
■ioly apostles faithfully kept it, and St. Paul miide it known 
to the Heathen, as we leam (Acts ix. 15). And all mu-acles 
that they performed were by this name, ^'ow the know- 
' ledge remained also with the early Christians, and each per- 
son was baptised &^ this name; and he who knew it by heart 
could work mh'acles likewise, as we know by Justin Martyr 
and others, who have written of the power and miracnlooa 
gifts of the early church. But when the pure doctrine 
became corrapted, and the Christian church (like the Jewish 
of former times) gave itself up to idolaby, inasses, image- 
worship, and the like, the knowledge of the mystic name 
wa^ withdrawn, and all miracles have ceased in the chorcli 
from that up to this day." 

While Magister Joel so spake, his Uighness Duke Francis 
fell into a deep fit of mnsiug. At last he exclaimed: 
" Ciood Joel, yon are a fanatic, an enthuaiaat-^urely w« 
know the name of God: or what binders us from kuowini 
it?" 
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Illc. — " Yon eiT, iny gracious Priuce, for this i 
the holy and mystic Tcti-agj-atnmatoti, ' Jehovah,' which is 
the chief and highest came of God, aod which truij is 
found written in the Scriptures; bnt of the true pronnncia- 
tion of the name no man knowcth nt this daj, for the letters 
J. H, V. H. are wanting in ali the old manuscripts.''* 

Ma^ster Joel continues: " But be comforted; there were 
some faithful SDOis on the earth, who did not entirely lose 
the remembrance of the Schem Hamphoraach ; and your 
Highness will wonder to henr, that even in this yery towu 
the secret exists, in the possession of an old man, who' 
hoE it, really and truly, loclted np in his trunk, though, I 
conf<:s3, he is as ^reit a rogoe himself as ever breathed.'' 

Hereupon hb Grace jumped np, and embraced the iiiujirfer. 
" Let him not spire the gold ; only briog him this treasnre. 
How conid it bo done? How did the man get it? Let 
him tell the whole story." 

Hie. — "It was a long story; bnt he would just gire it in 
brief ; — A Jew out of Anklam, named Benjamin, wont on 
a. pilgi'image to Jernsalem; and having suQered great hard- 
ships and distress by the way, was taken in and sheltered 
by a hermit, in the desert, who conrei'ted and baptised 

* For those who ara nnncquauitcd with Ueiirew, I sbsll juat ob- 
serve here, Cimt, iu tuct, the proper pronnncialion of the iidqm 
"jEhovat" ia n vexed question wiih the leatiiBd up (o this hour. 
Ewald, one of the Utest Huthoritles, and who has taken much [rouble 
in invcatigatiiiB the subject, says, that there is the Mghest probnbili^ 
that the word ahuold be pronounced " Jahre," slgnifj^ng, he ttba 
should ccme (i 'puiiurot), for which reaiou the BapUst'a disciplca asked 
Chriat, (Malt. xi. 13), " Art thou He who ahould comef"— DMnely, 
Ihe Atesstas, Jahvc, or as we call it, Jehovah. Compare Heb. x. ST ; 
Hflgi;. i1. 6, T ; Revelations i. S. I moat observe, next, thiit nil Iha 
TtieophiniBma (God manifestations) recorded in the Old Testament, 
lo which the Theowphistlc, cabalistic Dr. Joel refera, were eonsidered 
hv tlie early Christian bthcra aa mauiniatations to the senses, not of 
Gad — wham no man hath seen or can see — bnt of the iaipxas Chriat. 
£nm tbg skier rabbins und<:rstand, In these Tlicoplianiams, not Goct, 
' but th* Mediator between God and the world — Ihe an^cl Metatron. 
Vw Um ft, I need scarcely remark that the exegesis of Dr. Joel la 
fUia throut-houL The Bible baa been so tortured lo support eaeh 
taaa"* ImUvldual, strange, cmdc dogma, (hut it Is no wonder evm 
~ I ar* railing back upon ifadiflon as tlie best and anreai 

at Scripture, ud the clearest tight to read it b;~ 
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l^ni. The Jew staTed with the old bennit liD he died 

and the old maa, aa a costly legacy, left tum the Scbetn 
Hamphorasch, written on Kventy palm-leaves. Bat m 
BeDJamia could not read a won! of Hebrew, be rcsohed 
retam home to Pomerania, where his motber'a brother 
lired — the Kabbi Reuben Ben Joachai, of Stettin. How- 
ever, when he presented himself, poor and naLed as he was, 
at his nude's door, the Rabbi pqahed him away, and Ehnt 
the door in fais face, the moment he said he bad a favour U> 
ask of bim. Tbia treatment so afflicted Benjamin, that be 
took ill on bia retam to the inn ; bnt having nothing where- 
with to pay the host, he sent a message to bia nncle, the 
Habbi. bidding bim come to bira, as be bad a secret to impart. 

"When the Kabbl am ved, Benjamin asked 'What he 
would give for the Schem Hamphorascb, for people told him 
that it was the greatest of all treasares? — to him, bowever, 
it was naeless, since he could not read Hebrew.' 

"Hereat the Rabbi's ejes sparkled ; he took the palm-leavea 
in bis band, and seeing that allwaa correct, offered a ducat 
for the whole; this Benjamin refused. Whereupon, after 
many cunning efforts to possess himself of it, which were all 
in vain, the Rabbi had to depajt without the treaanre. 
However, Benjamin suspecting that he would come back for 
it in a little while, cnt out two of the leaves from reveugc, 
and when my knave of a Rabbi returned, he sold bim the 
incomplete copies for five dncats at last. 

"This same Benjamin I (tbcMaglster) attended aAerwarda 
in kospital when he was dying, and, as the poor wretch bad 
no money, he gave mo himselti upon liis death-bed, the two 
abslracted palm-leaves out of gratitude, being all he had to 
■offer. These two are now in my possession, and if we could 
only obtain the other portion, your Highness would have 
the holy and mystic Shem llamphorasch complete. But 
bow to get it? Gold iie had already offered in vain to tho 
Jew, Rabbi Reuben, who even denied having the Sbem Ham- 
pboi'asch at ail ; but his servant Meir, for a good bribe, told 
him in confidence that lib master, the Rabbi, really and in 
troth had this treasure, though the knave denied the fact 
to him. It lay in a drawer in the Jewish school, beside the 
book of the law or the Thora, and my Magister thonght 
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thej might manago to gain admittance Eome sight into &o 
Jews' school, by bribing the man Meir well. Then they 
could easily possess themselves of the Sbem Hamphorasch 
(which, iodced, was of no ase to the old knave of a Rabbi), 
for the drawer could be known at once by the tapestry 
which hang before it, in imitation of the veil of the temple. 
If they once had the treasm^, the angel Metatron wonJd 
appear to them, the mightieEt of all angela, and his High- 
ness conld not only obtain hia protection ag^nst the devil's 
magic of the sorceress Of Marieniliess, bat also indace him 
to look graciously upon his Grace's dear sponse, whom this 
evil dragon had bewitched, as all the world saw plainly, ho 
that she remained childlesa, as well as all the other dukes 
and dnchesses of dear Pomerania land, who were rendered 
barren and unfruitful likewise by some demon spelL" 

Hereupon his Grace cried out with joy: "Tme, trael I 
will make him do all that; and when I obtain the Schem 
Hamphoraach I will learn it myself by heart, and repeat it 
day and night like King David, so that it never ehali go out 
of my head — item, all priests in the land shall learn it by 
heart; and I will gather them together three times a year 
at Oamyn, and hear them myself; man by man, repeat this 
said Schem Hamphorasch, so that never more can it pasa 
from the memory of onr chnrcb, as it did from that of the 
filthy Jews, or the impure Christians of the papacy," 

Summa — The Rabbi's servant, Meir, is bribed, and he 
promises to admit them both next night into the JewB' 
school, ibr there was to be a meeting there of the elders, 
and his master, the said Rabbi Reuben Ben Jochai, waa to 
examine a moranu or teacher. They conld conceal them- 
selves in the women's gallery, where no one would discover 
them, and, after every one had gone, slip down and take 
what they pleased oat of the drawer, then make off, for he 
woold leave the door open for them — that was all he could 
do — his roaster might come, &c. 

So all was done as agreed upon; the Prince and Mag. 
Joel crept np to the women's gallery, in which were little 
bull's-eyes, throagh which they conld see clearly all that was 
going on; and scarcely were the candles Ut when my knave 
of a Hibbi enters (be waa a long, dry carl, with a white 
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1, and ragged cost bonnd roaad the waiat wicli a, girdle) 

W — item, the candidate, I think he was called David, a little 

I man with cnrly red beard, and long red locka faJliug down 

• ftt each side upoa hia breast: item, seveo eldera, and they 

e themselTca ia Ibeir great hats round a table. Then 

B Habbi Renben demands of the candidate to pay his daes 

IBt, for a knave had lately run away without paying them 

t all: the daes were ten dncats. 

; When the candidate had reckoced down the gohl, Rabbi 
)eDben commenced to qnestion him in Hebrew ; wheienpon 
~ e other excused himself, said he kuew Hebrew, but could 
r in iC; prayed, therefore, the master would con- 
duct the examination in German. Hereupon my knave of 
a Rabbi looked grave, eeemed to think that would be im- 
possible, consulted with the eldera, and finally asked them 
if the candidate David paid down each of them two 
ducats, and ten to himself, would they consent to have the 
esamiuation condacted in the language of the German sow ? 
Would they consent to this, out of great charity and mercy 
t) the candidate David? 

"Yea, yea — even so let it be," screamed the elders; 
p God is roerciial likewise." 

my David agam unbuttoned his coat, and reckoned 
a the fine ; whereupon the exailiinatiDn began la tier- 
1, and I shall here note part of it down, that all men 
may know what horrible bimdness and foUy has fallen upon 
■le Jews, by permission of the Lord God, since they impre- 
^d the blood of Christ upon their own heads. Not even 
_ It the blindest of the heathen have such base, low, 
royeTling superstitions and dogmas been discovered as these 
Ecnraed Jews have forged for themselves since the disper- 
lon, and collected in the Talmud. Well may the blessed 
anther say, "If a'Christian seeks instruction in the Scrip- 
ire fi:oni a Jew, what else is it than seeking sight from the 
ind, reason from the mad, life fram the dead, grace and 
mth from the devil?" 
And this madness and blindness of the accnrsed tbcq 
r-would never have been fully known, only that the examina- 
f tion was held iu Geiman (for iu general -it is conducted 
1 Hebrew, to please the vain Jews), by which i 
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Prince and Dbctor Joel heard every word, and wrote itw 
down on their return home; and when afCerwardH Lis High- 
ness, Duke Francis, succeeded to tiie goveramenC, fao 
banished this Rabbi and the elders, witii their whole forge 
of blaaphemy ami lies, for ever from hia capital. 

Here, therefore, are eome of the most remarliabie ques- 
tions, but I must premise that K. means my Knave, namely 
the Rabbi, and G> tbe Candidatus.* _ 

K. "Which is holier, the Talmnd or the Scriptures y^^B 
C. " I think the Talmud." M 

K, "Wherefore, wherefore?" ^B 

C. " Because Kaf Aschi hath said, he, who goes from thb 
Halacha (the Taimudicoi teaching) to tlio scripture will 
have no more luck;! and good luck we all piize dearly 
above all things — eh, mj master?" 

K. " Right, rigtit; who is he like who I'eads only in the 
Ecriptnre, and not in the Talmnd? What say oar fathers 
of blessed memory?" 

C. " They say that he is like one who has no God." J 
K. "Can the Holy and ever-blessed One sin? What is 
the greatest sin he has committed?" 

C. "First; he made tlio moon smaller than the sun." 

K. "Our liabbis of blessed memory are doubtful npon 

this point, as Jonathan, the son of Usiel, Gays, in the 

Targum of Mo3e3.§ But which is the greatest sm of ail 

that the holy and ever-blessed One committed?" 

G. "Ithinkitwa3whenheforsworBhimseif.il For he 

* Lest ni; reader might think lliat what liillQiva U a mallciDiiB in- 
vention of my own to bring the Jews into disrepute, I shall add Ihe 
prBdso imga of tlie Talmiiil from which each question is taken (from 
EiBenmeoger'a "Judaiam Unveiled," Kiinigaherg, 1711, and Olher 
BOUFcea). The J«W9, 1 know, endeavour tu deny thai Ihey liold ttxH 
doctrines; but it is, nevertheless, ([uite true that all their learned nMn 
who have lieeti converted to (Jhriatiamty aince tlie time of the Rofor- 
mation, vontoESwi (hat these dogmas were intimately woven into thrai 
belleC and Ibtmed its groundwork. 

f Talmud, tract. Chngiga, fol. x. col. 1. Raf Aschi, the aulbdr at 
the Gemsra, a portion of the Talmud. 

J Talmud, tract. Emvin. 

5 Tlic ancient Chaidee paraphrase of Iha O. T. is called Targum Lj- 
the Jews. It is split into the Jerusolomitan, and the Babylonian Targuiq. 

II Talmud, tract. Snnhediin. 
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^^rat swore, saitli Rabbi Eitaser, tiiae the children of I^rEiel, 
who were wandering in the deecrt, ationld have no part in 
eternal life; and then bis oath lay heavy on him, so tbal 
he Rot tbo angel Mi to absolve him therefrom." 

K. "It was, in truth, a great sin, bnt a greater methiu kg 
was, that he created the accursed Nazavcne — t!ie Jesu — the 
idol of the children of Edom. I mean the Cbrist." 

C. "Uabbi, that is not in the Talmnd." 

K. "Fooll it is the same, I have said it, therefore it 
is true. Knoweat thon not, when a Rabbi says, 'This thy 
right hand is thy left, and this thy left hand is thy right,' 
thoo most beJieTfl it, or thon wilt be damned?"* 

Here all the elders cried ont — 

"Yea, yea; the word of a Eabbl is more to be esteemed 
than the words of the law, and their words are more bean- 
tifui than the words of the prophets, for they are words of 
the living God."t 

K, "Now answer; what says the Talmud of that Adam 
Belinl, that Jesn, that crucified, of whom the Christiana say 
ti»t he was God?" 

C. "That ho was the son of an evil woman, who learned 
sorcery in Egypt, and he hid the sorcery in his flesh, in a . 
wound which he made thereia, aad with the magic he 
deceived tiie people, and turned them from God. He 
practised idolatry with a baked stone, and prostrated him- 
self before his own idol ; and finally, as a fit punishment, he 
was first stoned_ta death, open the eve of the possover, and 
then hang up upon a cross made of a cabbage- stalk, after 
which, Oakelos, the fallen Titus sister's son, conjared him up 
ont of hell."t 

K. " Is it possible to find more detestable Gojim than 
these impure and dumb children of Talvus — these Christian 
Bwine?"§ 

' Targnm upon Deut. zvli. 11. 

t Talmud, tract. Suibediin. 

I Although the Jbwb deny ihat Cbijat ia named in the Talmud, 
snying that another Jtana is maant, yet EiMnnwngec his fully provwl 
lUe contrary, on the most ronvincing groonda, 

§ Chiltlrca of Edom, children of barloM, avine, doga, nbaminations, 
worshippers of the ciodlied, idolatora, are tillea of honoor freely given 
to Christians by the Kabbii. — Soo Eisennieiiger, 
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C. "So; that were impossible" 

K. " It permitted oi to deceive them and ?poil tfaem of 
their good?." 

C. " Eh? Wherefore are we the eelected people, if we 
conld not spoil the children of Edom? They ara onr 
bIsvos, for we have gold and they have none." 

K. " Good, good ; hnl where ia it written that we may 
spoil the awine and take their goods?" 

C. "The Talmnd aajs, it b permitted to deceive a Goi, 
and take hia goods."' 

K. " Forget not the principal paSBsge, Tract MegiHa, 
fol. 13^ — ^'What, is it then pennitted to the jnst to deal 
deceitfully? And ho answered— Yea, for it is written, 
with the pare thon shall be pore, and with the froward 
thou shalt learn frowardnesa.'j' Item, it is written expressly 
in the Parascha BereschUh — ' It is permitted to the jnat to 
deal deceitfnlly, even as Jacob dealt;' and if onr fiithers of 
blessed memory acted thns, we were foola indeed not to 
skin the Christian dogs and flog them to the death. (Sjnt' 
ting oat.) Cnrse on the unclean swinel" 

0. "I will be no such fool, Rabbi, and if they compel me 
to take an oath, I will do as Rabbi Akkiva of blessed 
memory. 

K. "Right, my son, pity thou canst not speak Hebrew; 
methinks then thon wonldat have been a light in Israd. 
Speak. How hath the Habbi Akkiva sworn?" 

C. "The Talmnd says, 'Hereupon the Rabbi Akkiva 
took the oath with his lips, but in his heart ha abjured it."{ 

K. "The Rahbi Akkiva, of blessed memory, was bnt a 
sorry liver. Canst thou too defend the violation of the 
marriage vow?" 

C. "With the wives of the unclean Christian doga, 
wherefore not? For Moses saith, Lev. xx. 10, " He who 
committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife shall be pnt to 
death;' so saith the Talmud, the wives of others are 
excepted; and Rabbi Solomon expressly says on this pas- 
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I sage, ti»t under the word 'others' the wives of Gojim, or 
the Christian dogs, are meant."* 

E. "Yea, caraedbethey and their whole race. Doatthou 
curse them dnilj', as is thy dnty?" 

0. "My daty ia to tnrse thom once; I cnrae them 
thrice, t 

K- "Then'wiJt thou ba recompensed threefold when 
Messiaa comes, and tbe fine dlshos, and the fine clothes will 
grow oat of the blessed earth of themselves, that it will be 
A pleasnre to SCO tbcm.^ Speak; what saith the T&lmad ? 
llow large will the grapes then be?" 

C. " So large that a man will pat a single grape in the 
corner of his boaae, and tap it as if it were a beer-barrel. 
Is not that almost too large, master?" 

K. "Look at my pert wiaehead! Knowest thou not, 
that he who mocks the words of the wise goes straight to 
belt, as happened t« that disciple who laughed at the Rabbi 
Jocbanan, when he said that predons atones should be aet 
in the gates of Jernaalem, thi'ee ella long, and three cl!s 
broad? § Item, haat thon not read, how Habbi Jacob Ben 
Dosethai went one morning from Lnd to Ono for. three 
miles in pare honey, or how Rabbi Ben Levi saw grapes in 

I the land of Caoaan, so large that ba mistook them for fatted 
salves. What, then, will it not be when Moasiaa cornea? || 
But who will not partake these blessings?" 
0. " The accoraed swine, the Christ iana,"1F 
K. "Wherefore not?" 
C. "Becaose they eat swine's flesh, and believe on the 
Talvns, who deceived tbe people throngh hia sorceries," 
K. "All true; but when the Talmud says that the im- 
pure Nazarene brought all his sorceries out of Egypt, what 
Iny oar Rabbis of blessed memory against that?" 
■ Eisemnengar qootea a prayer-book o! the Jena on this mbject, 
railed Tic Great TtpKilla. 
\ Tslmud, tract Sanheario. 
X Talmuil, tract. Ketlmvolli. 
§ Talmud, tract B»Ta Bnthra. 
UlntraoUt KetJiuvoth. 

f Einenmenger ii. 777, Sw. On this point he bring* 11 
numerous qoatatioiu from the later rabbinical wrilliiga ; !ot it 
lain that, on Hot subject, the Tshnud judges more mildlj 
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C. That be secretly stole the Sc^bcm Ilarophorasch 6 
of the temple, nnd atittlied it into hia flesh.''" 

K. "What is the Schem Ilumphorusoli ?" 

C. "God's wonder, hisgreateati the seventy names of the 
holy and ever blessed God; and to him who knows them 
will the angel Metatron appear, as he appeared to our fore- 
fathers, and all stones can he turn to diamonds, and all 
loam to gol4" 

K. " Dost thou know, iny son, that I myself possess tbis 
Schem Haniphorasch ?" 

C. (clasping his hands) "Wonder of God! can it be? 
And hare yon nil these riches?" 

E. " One of the accni'sed Christian dogs deceived me, 
and kept-back two of the leaves (may God plague him in 
eternity for it), but still it eSecta much. I sell the holy 
Schem in little pieces, as a cure for all diseases; yea, even 
hits no larger than a grain will bring three ducats — item, I 
sell bits of it to the dying to lay upon their stomachs, that 
so they may gain eternal blessedness. Wilt thou btiy a 
little grain too — eh? Ask the elders here if ever better 
physic were fonnd than the least grain of dost from the holy 
Schera Hamphorasch?" 

So the eiders swore as my knave bid them, and said that 
no better physic coald be, and told of the various diseases 
which it had cured in theii' own pei'sons — item, that no Jeir 
in the whole town was without a morsel, be it largo or 
small, to lay on his stomach when dying; " but the greater 
the piece," said the Kabbi, " the greater the blessedaeas." 

Now as the red-haired disciple seemed much inclined to 
purchase a bit, the Ilabbi went over to the drawer, with- 
drew the tapestry, and, lifting np the golden jad,t pointed 
smilingly to the palm-leavea therein with it. " This," he 
said to the disciple, " was the evcr-bleased Schem Ham^ 
pborasch itself, if he had not already belioTed his words." 

Meanwhile the aforesaid Meir, the Rabbi's servant, crept 
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Tbrth from tittder the women's gallery, and spake: "Now 
maj je stick two Christian dogs dead, who are hiding hcra 
to st«al the blessed golden treasure from my master the 
Rabbi ; the clock has sti'uck eleven, and the Christian swine 
are snoring in all quarters of the 011}*. Up to the women's 
gallery! up to the women's gallery ! There they sitl Their 
six dncata I have aafe; kill the dnmb uncircomcised dogs! 
strike them deadi For a dueat I will fling them into the 
Oder. Come, come! here ai-e knives! here are knives." 

When the Dnke and Doctor Joel heard all this, and saw 
all throngh the little bnU's-eyes, they jumped up and clat- 
tered down the stairs, the Duke drawing his dagger, which 
by good luck he had brought wilJi him. But the Jews arc 
olready on them, and the Rabbi eti-ikea the Duke oa the 
face with the golden jad, screaming: — 

"Accursed dog! there is one golden blow for thee, and 
a second golden blow for thee, and a thiid golden blow for 
thee; put them out to interest, and thou wilt have enough 
to hny the Scbem Hamphorpsch." And the others fell 
upon the doctor, beating him till their fiats were bloody, 
and sticking bim with their knives. So my magister ronred: 
"0 gracious Lord! tell your name, I beseeci yon, or in 
truth they will murder na— tboy will beat na to death!" 

Bat the Duke had bit the Rabbi such a blow with his 
dagger across the hand, that the golden ja^d fell to the 
ground, and the Duke, leaning his back against a pillar, 
hewed right and left, and kept them all at bay. 

But this did not help, for the traitov knave, Meir, creep- 
ing along on his knees, got hold of the Duke's foot, and 
lifting it up suddenly in the air, made him lose his balance, 
and my gracious Prince stumbled forward, and the dagger 
fell far from bis hand, upon which he cried out: "Listen, 
ye cursed Jewish brood! I am your Prince, the Duke of 
Pomerania! My brother shal! make ye pay for this: yonr 
flesh shall be torn from the bones, and flung to dogs by to- 
morrow, if you do not instantly give free passage to me 
and my attendant." Then taking his signet from bis finger, 
he held it up, and cried, "Look here, ye cursed brood; 
here are my arms — the ducal Pomeranian arms — beholdl 
behold!" 
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At this jicaring, the Gabbi tnraed as pale as chalk, 
all the others started back fiom Dr. Joel, trembling with 
terror, while the Duke continued; "We came not bei'e to 
steal the Schem naiophoraach, as your traitor knave has 
given out, but to hear yoar accursed Satan's crew with 
our own ears, which also we have done." 

" Oh, yoor Highness," cried the Rabbi, " it was a jest — 
all B mere innocent jest. The accursed knave is guilty of 
all. Come, gracions Prince, I will nnbar the door; it was 
a jest — may I perish if it was anything more than a merry 
jest, all this you have heard." 

And scarcely bad the door been closed upon the Duke 
and Dr. Joel, when they heard the Jews inside falling npoa 
the traitorous knave and beating him till he roared for pain, 
as if in truth they had stuck him on a pike. Bnt they 
cared little what became of him, and hastened back with 
all speed to the dncal residence. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

^aw THE DUES FSANC1S SEEKS A VIBGiH AT UAR1£NFU£5S TQ 

CITE THE ANGEL OCB FOR HUI OF SIDONIA's EVIL PLOT 

THEBEUPOM, AND THE TERRIBLE UPROAR CiOSKD TUBREnT 
m THE CONVENT. 

After his Highness found that to obtain the Schem Ham-r 
phorasch was an impossible thing, he resolved to seek 
throaghoot all Poraerania for a pure and brave-hearted 
yirgin, by whose aid he could break Sidonia's demon spells, 
and preservQ his whoie princely race from fearful and certain, 
destraotion. He therefore addressed a circular to all the 
abbesses, conjectorbg that if such a vii^iu were to bs 
found, it coutd only be in a cloister; and this waa thq 
letter: — 

"PbAMCISCUS, BT THS ORACEOF aOD, UUKE OF FOHKBANU, StBTtUI, 
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all houour — ami are diUgcntly EBekiug fur Bnct thiouehout our duBBl 
and eccleaiuftii^ etates; but undunitUKli uut ulone a vir^ in act — 
lor Ihey na be mat witli in every houBB — but a vir^n in son], pure 
ill llmuglit tiud word, for by her ag^itey WG meun to build up a liolf 
Uid virtuous work ; u Gregory Nysnnsis Says (De Firffinitule, Opp. 
taiUi ii. tbi. 593) : — ' Viiglmty moat be tbe fuadamentum upon wbic)) 
all virtus is bnilt op, then are the works of virtue noble and holy ; bnC 
virginity, which ia only of the form, and esisls not in tba soul, is 
nothing but ■ jewel of gold in a swino'a snout, or a pearl which is 
budden uudsi fiwt of iwine.' 

Further, lite said virgin muit lie of a brare, stEadfaat, and nan- 
spiiit, who feira nothing, and can ddy death and the duvJi, if 

inch a virgin, upon whom, with God's halp, I can build 
up my great virtuons work, etud ber to our court without daisy, and 
thaU watch over snoh virgin with all princely g»dnca» 
sua clemency; but know also, tliat if on ttial such virgin ia not 
Hmnd pnre in thought and word, great danger is in s[are for ber, per^ 
chance even death. 

"Slgaatnni Camyn, lat September, 1617. 

" Fttisciaoua, iDunu sua." 

" PaiUcriptvm, — Are the winter gloves ready? Forget not [o send 
them with the beer-wagon; my canons eai«eui ihem hiybly." 

WhsD tbis letter reached the abbeaa of IfarienfliesB by 
the beer-wagon of the honourable chapter of Camyn, ahe 
was niuuh troubled as to how she onght to proceed, 'fruly 
there were two young novices lately arrived, of about fifteen 
or sixteen, named Anna llolbome and Catharioa Maria voa 
Wedel. These the abbess tboaght ivoold aaanrcdly suit hia 
Highnesa — item, they were of a wouderful brave epirit, aod 
had gone down at night to the church to chase away the 
martens, though they bit them cruully, because they pre- 
vented the people steeping; and, I'lii'ther, sever feared iray 
ghost-woric or devil's work that might be in the chnich, but 
laughed over it. When these same virgina, however, hesni 
what the abbe^ wasted, they excused themselves, and eaid 
they had not courage to peril theu" lives, though in truth they 
were pare virgins in tbonght and word. Bui they could not 
hold thar tougoe quiet, but must needs blab (altis, woal) to 
Anna Apenborg, who runs off instantly to the refectory to 
Sldouia, whom »he had appeased by means of some sau-j 
Si<g<as, and tells her the whole story, and of hts Qra 
wouderfn' ' 
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So my bag Uugbcd — never suspeoting that shi 
caoao of all — and eaid, " She would soou make ont if aucii a 
virgin were to be fonnd in tbe convent; bat wonld Anna 
promiEQ soovecy?" And when the other asaeverated that 
she would be as silent as a stone in the cartb, my hag con- 
tinued; — 

" I have got a receipt from that learned man, Albertus 
Magnus — his book upon women — and we shall try it 
the nnns; bnt thou maat hold thy tongue, Anna." 

*' Oh, she would sooner have her tongue cut ont 
blab a word; but what was the receipt?" 

Here Sidonia answered, — "She would soon see. 
would give the sisterhood a little of her fine beer to drink, 
with some of it therein; and as she had got fresh sausages 
and other good things io plenty by lier, she would pray tho 
abbess and the whole convent to dine with her on the 
following Monday; then the deai- sistei- sboalil ace won- 
ders." 

And in truth my hag was so shameless, that on Snnduy, 
after church, aho prayed all the virgins, saying, — " Wonld 
the dear sisters eat their mid-day meal with her next day, 
to show that they forgave her, if s!io had ever been over 
hssty? Ah, GodI she loved peace above eveiTthing; but 
they must each biing their own can. for she had not cans 
enough for all; and her new beer was worth tasting — 
a better beer had she never brewed." 

Snmma. — All the sisterhood gladly accepted her invita- 
tion, tbinldag fi-om her Christian mildness of speech in the 
church that she indeed wbbed to be reconciled to them; — 
item, tbe abbess promised to come, holding that compliance 
brioj^'B grace, but harshness disfavour; but here the reverse 
was tbe case. 

Emly on this same Monday, the wagon returned laden 
irith beer for the hoiiournble chapter, and the abbess de- 
spatched an answer by it to his Higliaess the bishop, hs 
follovrs: — 
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re of steaiUiiGt enough beart W brave the great ihmgpr with 
whith jour HighnpM saya they are nieoiicrf; for we hnvo a nature 
'" "" imeo, and nra weak and fiiint-hpnrtol. Bui, melhinJis, then 
!e enougb, and in all things pare, who wonld be of the ser- 
vice your Grace demands — I moan Dlliana Bortt, daughter of Jobet 
Bork of Saatrigi I connselyoar Grace, therefbre, to try her, 

"Now, sa touching the -winter glores, I ihul! send gome slong with 
this; but SIdonifl will knit no gloveJt, and says, ' the fat coaonB are 
'tike enough to old women already, without putting gloves on thrm 
by which your Highness may judga of het impure month. God better 
"lierl 

" Yonc Princoly Grace's aud my reyerend bialiop'a [mmbla serrant I 
and subject, 
, . "Marienfliesa, 5th Sept. iei7. 

"MaODELKSAV. rETEHSDOnirllt." 

Now when twelve o'clock strack, and miJ-day shoDO oi 
the blessed land, all tbc nutis proceeded in tbeir long black 
b&bics and white veUa to Sidonia'a apartmonl, eiicb with her 
■beer-can in Ler hand (woe is me I liow aoou they rnsbed ' 
back again in storm and anger). 

Then thej sat down to the Baasages and other good < 
morsels, while Anna Apenborg was on tip-toe of especta- 

a to ace what would happen; and old Wolde was there 
quite well again (for ill weeds never die — no winter ia cold 
wiongb for that). And she filled each of their cana v, 
-the beer which Sidonia had brewed, aftei- a new formala; 
nt, lol no sooner bad they tasted it than first Dorothea 
Stettin starts np, and Sidonia asks what ails her. 

To which she answers: "She ia not anperstitions, but 
here was Bnrcly something wrong in the beer. She felt 
e strange." And she left the room, then another, and 
Uother — in fine, all who had tasted the beer started np in 

■ and followed Dorothea. Only the abbess J 
imd some others who had not partaken of it remuned. ' 

knna Apcnborg bad dissppeared amongst the first, and 
presently a terrific ciy was heard from the court-yard, as 
If not alone the cloister, but the whole world was in Uamos. 
Curses, ciies, menaces, threats, sci'eams, ail mingled togetliei 
Bnd abonts of " Kan for a broomstickt the accursed witchi . 
tite evil hagi let ns pnnish her for thisl" 

WhfrEiipon the abbess jumps np, flings open the windoWi 
and beholds Doroth ea.A*m n to changed iu inleD, vde^ J 
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gestui'ea — in fine, in her whole being — that she 

to be reco^iscd. She looks black and bine ia the face, has 

her fists clenched, stamps with hLir feet, and screams. 

"For God's sake I what ails you, Dorothea?" asked the 
alarmeil abbess. Bat no answer caa she hear; for all the 
Tirginfi scream, ronr, howl, and cnrse in one grand chorns, 
as if indeed the last 6ay itself were come. So she runs 
down the steps as quick as she can, while Sidonin looks 
ont at the window, and laughing, said: "eh, dear sistent, 
this is a. strange pastime yon have got, better come up 
qaickly, or the pudding will be cold." 

At this the screeching and howling were redoubled, and 
Dorothea spat up at the window, ami another flang up a 
broomstick, so that my hag got & bloody nose, and drew 
in her head screaming now likewise. 

Then they all wanted to rash np into the refectory, each 
armed with a broomstick to punish Sidonia, and they wonid 
not heed the abbess, who still vainiy asked what had 
angered them? bnt the other sistcra who were descending 
met them half way, and prevented their ascent ; wherenpon 
the abbess vaised her voice and called out lond : ■■' Whoerer 
does not return instantly at my command as abbess, shall 
be imprisoned forthwith, and condemned to bread and watflr 
for a whole day! Item, whoerer speaks nnlil 1 address 
her, shall be kept half-a-day on bread and water. Now 
Dorothea speak — you alone, and let every one of yon 
descend the steps and retnrn hero to the conrt^yard." This 
menace availed at last, and with many sobs and groans, 
Dorothea at last told of Sidonia's horrible plot, as Anna 
Apenborg had explained to them. Uow she had invited 
them on purpose to disgrace them for ever in the eyes of 
the Prince and of the whole world, and the abbess could now 
jndge herself, if they had not a right to be angry. But sho 
mast have her aub-prioret back again, ont of which tha 
acandalons witch had trii^ked her, and the abbess must 
fbrthwith dispatch a messenger to his Highness, prayiilg 
him to chase this unclean beast ont of the convent, and into 
. the streets again, from which they had taken her; for neither 
God nor man had peace or rest from her. 

Sidonitk overhearing this from the window, stretched oat 
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<ber grey head again, wiped nwny with her hand, the blood 
that wiis stresmiiig fkim her nose, aud then menacing the 
abbess with her bloody fiat, sereamed ont, " write if yon 
dare! write if yoa darel" So the cureea, howls, yells, 
■Creeches, all break loose again \ some pitch their shoes up 
at the windows, others let fly the broomaticka at the old 
■hag, and Dorothea cried out: " Let all pure and hononrable 
(Virgins follow mel" Yet still a great tnany of the sisters 
gathered ronnd the abbess, Wcepipg and wringing their 
hands, and praymg for peace, declaring they would not leave 
her; bat ail the yonnger nans, particolarly they who had 
drank oT Sidooia's accarsed beer, fijllowed the sab-prioress, 
and as the discontented Roman people withdrew once to the 
ATontine-raoant, bo the clolBter malcontenta withdrew to 
the Mahlenberg, howling and sobbing, and casting them- 
selves on the ground from despair. In vain the abl)esB ran 
after them, conjuring them not to espose themselves before 
God and man: it was all nse1e?s, my virgins screamed in 
chorna — "No, that theywonld never do, but to the cloister 
they wonld not retnrn till the princely answer arrived, 
expelling the dragon for ever. Let what wonld become of 
them, they would not return. The jewel of their honour 
Vaa dearer to them than life." 

Now Sidonla was watching all this from her window, 
d as she justly feared that now in earnest the wrath and 
iger of the two Princes would fall on her, she goes str^ght 
to the abbess, who sits in her cell weeping and wringing her 
bands, menaces her again with her bloody fist, and eays: 
" Will yoQ write? will yon write? ay, yon may, bnt you 
ill never live to hear the answerl" Upon which, mur- 
inaring to herself, she left the chamber: "what can the 
"poor abbess do?" And the cry now comes to her, that not 
only the mUler and his men, bnt half the town likewise, are 
gathered ronnd the virgins. Oh, what a scandall She 
■wrings her hands in-prayer to God, and at last resolves to 
lay down her poor life, so that she may fulfil her hard duty 
bravely as beseems her, goes then straight to the Miihlen- 
berg and arranges the evil baainess thus: — Let the virgins 
return instantl^yho cloister, and she wonld herself wtiti 
to the Dah^^^^^^Uch the messenger this vety nighl 
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but she begged for jnst two hours to Ijeraclf, i 
make her will, and eend for the sheriff's secretary to draw 
it up properly; alao to search for her shroud which Jay in 
her chest. For sbce her crnel children demanded her life, 
she woald give it to them. The Dnke's answer she wonid 
never Uyo to hear. So Sidonia had prophesied jast now. 

Then she descended the hill, chanting that heautiful hymn 
of Dr. Nicolai's, while the virgins followed, and so 
np their weeping voices In unison with hers: — 
" Awake! the watcliera on tha tower, 
Cbant aloud the midnigbt hoari 

Awake, thon bride Jermalein! 
Tlimuab tbe city's gloomy porohes 
Six the Basiaag bridal lorchea ; 

Awake, tUou bride Jenisitlein I 
Come Turtli, cone forth, ye virgin cbtnr, 
Light your lamps witb altar fire '. 
Uollolujah ! in bia pride 
Comes the bridegroom to his bride ; 
Awake, tboii fair Jernsalcm ! 

f^ion beard Iba watebers aiogin^, 
From hu couch in beauty apringing, 

She wakes, aad hastens joyful out. 
Lo I he comes is heavenly beuity, 
Strong in love, in grace, in dnty; 

Now ber heart I9 free from doubL 
light and glory flash before him, 
Heaven's star is ahiDing o'er hlnr, 

On his brow the kingly crown. 

For the brideKroora is the hw. 

JIalleliijah ! follow all 

To the heavenly tiridal-hal!, 

Tliere the Lamb hold festival !" 

Bnt behold, aa they reached the convent gates, chantiDg 
their heavenly melody, thei'e stood the denion-witcii, dancing 
and singing her hellish melody: — 



And old Woldo and the cat, in hia littlo red stockings, danced 
Ight and left beside her. 
At this horrible sight the poor virgins scampered off 
id thither to their cells, like doves flying to their 
jiesta, without uttering a word, only the abbess excliiimed — 




I SIDONIA THE SORCERESS. 201 

" Bnt two hours, tny thjlilreu, in the charch I" Wbcrenpon 
she goea, makes her will, and prepares her ahi-oud. Item, 
sends for the dairy-mother, gives her the shroud. Item, 
sank of moss and hops to moke a. pillow for her coffiu, for 
snch sho would like her poor corpse to have. Then sends 
for the conyent carpenter, atid makes him take her mea- 
sure for a coffin; and, lastly, strengthened in God, goes to 
the charch to write her own death-warrant, munely, the 
letter to bis Highness. Yet many of the virgins, for fear of 
Sidonia, refused to affix their aignatm^s thereto, among 
wliora was Anna Apenhorg, who, as soon as sho left the 
church, ran np to the refectory to chatter over the whole 
(nisiness with Sidonia. Item, how the new convent^por- 
ter was to be sent that same Diidnight with the letter to 
hia nigh n CSS, 

So Sidonia began now to scold, because Anna coald not 
hold her tongue, and had betrayed her secret to the sisters. 
Bat the other said — 

"She thought it was all a pure jest, and had told them 

or fun, that they might have a good langh together; for 

low could she know that they would all grow raging mad 

ike that I" 
So my bag forgave her, and bid her sit down and eat 

nme saosage for her supper, in return for the news she had 
brought her. Meanwhile, she wonld write a letter to his 
Highness likewise, aud Anna should give it to the convent- 
porter, to take with him along with that of the abbess. 
This was the letter: — 

"Shrknk Pkisce Aim ouicions LoedI 
" Now will your HigUneaj perceive, by this writing, how faitbrul 
.d true B Eervant I am lo yonr princely iiouae, Uioogh the godlcaa 
world hoe raised up an evil cry against me in yonr Higliness' cnoi, 
Grado™ Prince, the Eeveraod Lord Bishop irrola lo our worthy 
abtteta iiC Marieafliead, bidding her eeek ont for bim a virgin, pure in 
thooght, word, nnd deed, by whose help he might perfiirm aome grsBt 
TirtuE-work, Now, the abbeM confided her perpiexilies on the mutter 
to mo, Bs sDli-prior«Bs. Wherenpon, I said, 'that to serve your 
Hi|;Iincss, I would shew whether sach a virgin were In the ronvoiit, but 
^ moat keep silence;' tliii she promised. Whereon I brewed « dilnk, 
tceordiog to AlbertoB MaguuB — it isaC the95thpagc— and bade thi — 

" ' ] iliriner, wlun I secretly put tlui drink into some at my b 
Now AlDff" - ^ that the ilrink will havo lu "* '" 
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pure vir^n, only on tlip reverse. Your Highniaa, tlierefin^ fl 

judge wlml sort of sLilerhood we have, when, no soowr had iIm? 
drank, than almost all roio up raging mad, and rusliEid out of Iha 
o<ATent into the court-yard, where sucli a srandalam arose— screams, 
cntses, yella. and rfiHete, Oist your Ijrace may surely judge no 
honoDrable viipn naa lo bs tbnnd ninongst tliun, la tiiA, the mn- 
tiiy abbess, a few others, and I myself, were the only persons who 
remained miaflc^ted by the draaght. Therefore, I coonsrl our graci- 
ous Bishop to select one fVnm amongst us, Ihr hia great virtna-work. 
I, Indeed, haro the etrengnt hrort of All, and the bravest mnra^ 

"But, aisDrMlly, the worst of all ttuoe light wantons was Doto- 
thea Stettin, tpom whom I received the aab-prioret, beaiHM, M JOnt 
Grace heard, she held unchiislB discourse dnring hir illness, and, 
therefiire, is as much sniled lo he sub-prioress as a jewel of gold to^ 
Swine's snout. She. therefore, drew off all the other raging wantonl 
to ihe Huhluuherjg, declaring that tiiey would not return until It irtia 
had done tlits (treat servioe to my Laid. Bishop, was turned out inU 
the streets. Then the lewd corumon-foik gathered round the sISMn 
on the hill, who betrayed their own evil cost, methinks, liy their rag«, < 
and mucked aud jeered them, till the ahbess henelf had to gd fbrlli 
and entreat them tontum; but they despised her, ondtbeaberifrBnut 
needs gallop up with his horsewhip, and whip thran before bjm, but il , 



ong in them. 
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tunate maiden, ' must be accused to your Highness of all this scandal/ 
(br the 8iHy abbesu had betrayed whiit I had done ; ' nnd that till I ( 
was turned out of the convent, they wouM not come hack.' No# llw . 
poor abbess fell ^uk at such base contempt and insult to her aidlK- | 
rity, and, feeling her eml near, she mado her will, and took out du) 
^roud from her trunk, and hod the carpenter to measure her tar \w 
cofBu, and at last consented to write to your Grace, because b]>' nil | 
Other meiuii would these evil wantons be sitisfied, or the great MUV 
dnl and dugmce to the convent be nverted. But, 1 think, if yam GlXd ■ 
would write her a private letter, she would change her o^anioa, 
(Ah, yes, the hag means her to receive it 1) and make a far di^sfnt 
resolve when your Grace sees how true and faithful I b^ve acted il 
" Tonr' Highuess's moat humble maiden, 
"Mrtrienllieas, Bth Sept. 1617- 

"SlDOSlA Boi 



"Otto B 
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I pray yonr Grace tn liold me ih your If 
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H CFTAPTER XV. ^H 

Viot TBE DEATH OF THE ARBESS, UAGDALKNA VOX FEI'KltSDORFtH. ^^H 
' * — ITEM, HOW DUKE FKAHCiS MAKES JOBST BORK AMD UIS " 

DAUOHTEE, DILIANA, COMB TO CAMTN, AKD WHAT HAP- 
PENS THERE. 

Now the messenger had hardly departed, when Sidonia 
arranged her food for thrCG days, laid two new brooms 
crosswise Under the table. Item, had her bath carried np by 
old Woliie from the kitchen to the refectory, and lastly looked 
herself np, giving ont that etie must and will pray to God to 
pardon her fellen sisters for bU their sins, and that up to Fri- 
day night, no one should disturb her. 

Hnrnma. — The unfortunate abbess ascertained, but tCKi 
well, that same night what anoh praying betokened. She 
screamed out, like all the others, that it seemed as if a 
miner was in her breast, and hammered there, striving to 
rwBe up the bones; and tlie good dairy-mother, a pious and 
tender-hearted creatnre, not very old either, never left her 
side during all her martyrdom. For three days and threo , 
nights she took no i-est, but watched by the sick abbess; 
lifting her from the bed to the eold floor, and from the cold 
floor to the bed, and refused a piece of gold the abbess 
offered for her tronble, begging it might be given to Lisa 
Behlken, a little gipsy maiden, whose thievish nnd heathen- 
ish parents had left her behind them in the town, bat who 
had been taken in and sheltered hy the poor widow, though 
she bad enough to do to get her living alone. 

Summa. — On the Friday night the worthy abbess ex- 
pired in horrible tortures; and, in consequence, such a fear 
and horror fell npon the whole convent, that they trembled 
and shook like aspen leaves, and bitterly repented now of 
their folly with lond cries and weeping, in having, with 
:tfaeir own hands, helped to cast down their only stay and 
'support. 

So, nest morning, Sidonia summoned the whole chapter to 
^r apartment, drew hei'sQif np like a black adder, as she I 
'as, menaced them with her dry fists, and spake — 
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" See now, ye shameless wantons, what jfe have 
Ye have mnnJered the worthy abbess, thongh she told yon 
herself, it would he her death if ye cnme not down from 
tho Mnhlenberg. Giving np your honour and the hononr 
of onr convent, ye vile -craw, as a prey to the maiiclons 
world. In vain have I cried to God three daya and three 
nights for pardon for your heavy sins, and for support for 
our dear mother; your sina are an offence to the Lord, and 
Ho would not hearken to me. I'or this mornbg I hear, to 
my great terror, that the good abbess, just as I feared, has 
been done to death by yonr yile obduracy and disobedence." 

Aa tho blasphemoBs devil thus went on, all were silent 
round her. Eyen Dorothea Stettin had not a word — for 
thongh her wrath was great, her fear was yet greater. Only 
Anna Apenborg, who had her eyes always about, cried out— 

" See there, dear sisters, there comes the porter back 
from Old Stettin. Ah, that he should find our good mother 
in her coffin, as she prophcMed!" 

So Sidonia despatches a sister for the princely letter, and 
bids tho others remain; and when the letter is brought, 
Sidonia breaks the seal, raus over the contents to herself 
langhs, and then says, at last — 

"Listen to the message his Grace sends to onr, alas, now 
dead mother, as a kind and just fatherT' Reads — 

" HoNOUItAri-E MOTIIEII, WORTIIV ABUBas. 

" An oar serene anJ gracious Princo is just setting off to hunt wifi 
the illnatriDus patricio, Philip Heitilioftr of Augsburg, his Grace Udt 
me say that he will visit the convent himself next monlli on his waj 
to New Stattin, to Hdviao with you, and investigate, ia person, thii 
evil buainess with ttie sialerhooil. As to Sidonia, he n 
fcrent treatment for her. 

"Your gnml son and frienil, 

'■FnANciacA Blodow, 

" Ducal SeocBtai 
" Old Slettin, 8th Sept. 1G17. 

Hereapon she stuck the letter m her pocket, clapped her 
hand over it, and continued — 

"That is what I call a just, good father; and if I had not 
interposed with Christian charity, who knows what heaps 
of vile, aliameless wantons might not be cast forth upon tha 
streets. Bat I remember the words of my heavenly bride- 
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groom — 'forgive and it Biiall be forgiven yonl' And now to 
cad, good Bisters, since our wortliy mother is no more, wo 
must liave a mler over tiiia uproarious convent. Therefore, 
let ns proceed at once to elect lier successor from amongst 
oorselves, that so our gracious Fiince may be able to con- 
firm year choice ou his arrival nex-t moutb. Proceed, then, 
tince ye are all assembled here, that the convent may kuow 
D whom it may place confidence. Speak, Anna Apenbor^, 
Yhom dost thou name for an abbess, my much-loved sister?" 

With Sidonia'a sausage still ia her stooiaeh, what else 
coali] she do, but bow and Sity — 

"I think no one so worthy as oar good sister Sidonia." 

Hereat laughed my hag, and went on to ask the other 
virgins, and all Iliose who had not been afTccted by the 
hellish drink, cried out, "Sidonia;" while thoso who had been, 
were afraid to dissent, and so cried out too for her. lu 
"Sidonia! Sidouial" waa hoard from all lips, and so 
they took her for their abbess, whom but a few days before 
they would havofluug out into the streets. Even Dorothea 
Stettin consented, on condition that she received back the 
sab-prioret. Wherenpon Sidonia loosed her veil with the 

e golden key, and restored it to Dorothea with the Judaa 
iisa; then bid her fetch the veil of the abbess with the two 
golden keys, for this was an hclr-loom in the cloister. 
when it arrived, Sidonia goes to her tronk, and takes oat 
ft large regal cape t)ia.t looked liko ermine, but was only 
white oat's skin. She hung this upon her neck, and 
exclaimed — 

Hitherto I was ]»dy of casUes and lands — now, ns 
iss, I am of princely rank, for many princesses were 
abbesses in the time of the papacy; therefore, it is meet 
that I array myself as a princess, and I command yo all to 
treat me as a prmcess, and honour me as yonr abbess, and 
kiss my hand, which ia the proper, due, and fitting reve- 
rence to be piud to my rank. The late, worthy matron, 
indeed, suffered ye to treat her with little respect, and yonr 
late vile contempt of her ou the Mahlenberg shows (God be 
good to nal) but too well what frnit her neglect of "' 
things brought forth." 

Truly the pride •~^ "y^ hag was equal to her wickedness: 
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for mark, already for a-year-snd-a-day before this, sbel 
initJe the convent-porter a^nd others briag ber white cats a 
black cats; these she killed and Bkiniied, and sewed the 
blauk uats' tails on the white skios, to make a show withal, 
for ermine skin was above her price, I am tiiinking. Yet no 
one knew wherefore she killed the cal^ and for what cause. 
Kow it all came to lLt;bt 

No doubt these circumstances gara riae to that error 
wlucb I'una thrungh the Pomeraniau cotemporary »athora, 
who assert all of them, that Sidonia was abbess of M^rieo- 
fliess — tbongh, in irnih, she never was daly elected.* 

iJQt let ns retom now to his Highness, Bishop Francis. 
He sent to Jobat Bork, bidding him come lostaiitly to 
Camyn with his little daughter, Diliana. They kuew no- 
thiog of bis Grace's pm-pose, bnt were soon iiiformed dd 
eoteriDg the episcopal palace. For, after his Highness, with 
whom was Doctor Joel, desired them to be seated, the doo- 
tor placed DJliana upou a stool, close to the window, beaide 
which my magister bad hang up a m-igic screen on purpose: 
and, as the blessed sun poured in through the wiudoir, 
Diliana's beautifnl, delicate form was shadowed forth upon 
the pure white Itoen with which it was covered. Where- 
upon the magister bent down, stuck bis bauds on his fat 
eides, knit his brows, and contemplated the image steadily 
for some time; then, starting up, gave a loud hnazah, qiid 

" Gracious Prince, we have found it, we have found iti 
Here is a pure virgin. 1 know by the fonnation of the sha- 
dows along the virgin-lineii that she is pure as the sau- 
angel — as the ascending morning dew." 

Here Jobst Bark shook his head, and the maiden blushed 
to her finger-ends, and looked down ashamed in her lap. 
Then his Grace said, laughing: — 

" Do not wonder at onr joy, for the destiny of om- »holQ 
race, good Jobst, lies now in you and your daughter's 
hands. Through the witclioraft of Sidonia Bork, aa ya 
know, and all the world testifies, our ancient race ha.s baen 
melted away till but a few dry twigs remain, and no ytniiqt 
>._ 1—1. .- ^ when our old eyes are failing. Bnt ivhtf 
WjBnsna and MikneliuB nuJie the same misiiike. 
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Sidonia Bork has destroyed, Dtliana liork, by Gud's help, 
can restore. For, mark I aAer all bumaa help bail been 
fonod of no avail, ilib maa whom ye eee here, a magister 
arttum of Grypswald, Joel by name, inquired of the spirits 
how the (;i'eat evil coald be turned away from oor race; but 
tliey dedared that none knew except the fiun-angel, becsase 
he saw all that passed upon ihu oarth. Tliis angel, ho\t- 
ever, being tlie greatest of all spirits, will not appear unless 
a brave and pare virgin — pure in thonght, woiii, and work 
— stand within tlie magic circle; therefore, we have eent for 
yonr danghler, hearing that she was suuh an one, and the 
magister hath proved the truth of the report even now. It 
rests with yon, therefore, mueh-prised Diliana, sister to the 
angels in purity, and last and only hope of my perishing 
race, to save them at my eai'nest petition. 

When he ended, Diliana remained quite silent, but Jobst 
wriggled on his chair, and at last spake: — 

" Serene Prince, yon know me for the most pbcdienC of 
yonr subjects, hut with the devil's work I will have nothing 
to do; besides, I see not why you must troable spirits about 
my evil cousin, the sorceress of Marienfliess. Send to my 
castelliau of Pansin, George Putkammer, he will thmet hei' in 
a sack to-night, and carry her to-morrow to Camyii — that 
yon may believe, my Lord Dakel" 

Then he related what the brave Knight bad done, and 
how Sidonia had in truth left him in peace ever since, bU 
throDgh fear of the yonng K'night'a good aword. His Grace 
wondered mnch at this. "Never conld I have believed that 
so stont-hearled a man was t« be found iu all Fomerania — 
one that would daru to touch this notorious witch." 

And he fell into deep musing, keeping bis eyes upon 
Jubsi's jack-hoots, in which he hud stuck a great hunting- 
knife. At last he spake: — "But if 1 seize her and bum 
her, will it be better with our race? Itrownot; forsheoan 
leave the evil spell on us, perhaps, even if she were a hun- 
dred times hui'oed. Iler magic hath great power. Will 
bnrning her break the spell? No; wo must act more cun- 
ningly with the drason. Earth caunot help us iu thi.i. 
And here yon see, Jobst, why I demand your daughler's 
help to coujare the angels of God." 
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■' Then seek another virgin, my Prince," anawered 
'■ mine yon. Ehall never hare. I have been once io ttic 
devil's daws, and 1 wont ttirust myself iaco them t^aln — 
inacb leas my only darling child, wham I love a thoBund 
times better than my life. No, no, her body and aonl shall 
never bo endangered by my conaent." 

"But where is the danger?" said the Duke. "It b 
with an aagel. not a devil, yonr daughter is to speak; and 
sorely no evil, then, could happen to onr dear and chaste 
little flbter?" 

At last Diliana escliumed eagerly: " Ahl can it be poi- 
sible to apeak with the blessed angels, as the evil women 
speak with the devil? In trath, I would like to see an 
angeL" 

At thia the Dnko looked significantly at the laagister, 
who immediately advanced, and began to osplaui the opiu 
magkum el thturgkum to the maiden, as follows: — 

" Yon kQow, lair yoaog virgin, that oar Saviour saith of 
the innocent children: ' Their angels always see tho face of 
my Father which is in heaven' (Matt, xviii.) Item, Sl 
Paul (Ueb. i.) : ' Arc not the angela mintsteiing ephils, seat 
forth for the service of those who are heirs of s^dratiaD?' 
This is no new doctrine, but one as old as the world. For 
you know, further, that Adam, Noah, the holy patriarchs, 
the prophets, &a. talked with angels, hecanse their faith whs 
greaL Item, yon know that, even in the New Testament, 
angels were stated to have appeared and talked with men; 
hnt later still, during the papal limes even, the Bugels of 
God appeared to divers persons, as was well kuown, and of 
their own free will. For they did cot always appear of 
free wiU; and therefore, from the beginning, eonjuratious 
were employed to compel them, and fragments of these ha\-e 
come down to ns ex tradittone, as we magistri say, from tho 
time of Shcm, the eon of Noah, who revealed them to hts 
sou Miaraim ; and so, from sou to Bon, they have reached to 
our day, and are still powei-ftil" 

"But," Epake Diliana, "is it then possible for 
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licavcnly bodica, or the astral vincnlum; Justly, tiirongh 
earthly creatnres, or the elementaiy viuctilinn. 

"Eeapecting first the word, yon know that all things were 
made by it, and trithoat it iras nothing made tliat is modi!. 
"With God the Lord, therefore, woi-d aad thing are ose 
the same; for when he speaks it is doae; he commuidf, 
and it stands there. Also, with onr father, Adam, na^ the 
word all-powBifuI; for he ruled over all beasts of the field, 
birds, and creeping things by the name which he gave 
ito them, that is, by the mord (Gen. it) This power too the 

ird of Koah possesaed, and by it lie drew tbo beasts into 
the ark (Giea vii.) for we do not read that he drave them, 
which wonld be necessary now, but they Kent into the ark 
after him, two and two, i>. compelled by the power of bU word, 

"Next follows the astral vinaduin, i.e. the sympathy 
between na and those heavenly bodies or stars wherein (he 
angelii dwell or rnlc. We mnst know tbeir divers aspects, 
coafigOTBtions, risings, settbgs, and the like, also the precise 
time, honr, and minnte in which they exercise an inQnence 
over angel, man, and lower creatures, accoicling as the 
ancients, and part icolai'ly the Chaldeans have tanght us; 
for spirit cannot inflnence spirit at every moment, bat only 
at particular times and under parcicniar circumstances. 

"Lastly comes the elementary vinculum, or the sympathy 
which hinds all earthly crcatnres together — men, animal^ 
plants, stones, vapours and exhalations, &c. but above all 
this cementing sympathy is strongest in pui-e vu-gins, as 
yon, much-praised Dili ana — " 

Hereupon she spake surprisei!: "How can all this be? 
la it not folly to snppose that the blessed angels could bo 
ipelled by influences from plants and stones?" 

folly, dear maiden, but a great and profound 

!th, which I will demonstrate to you briefly. Everything 
throughout the universe is effected by two opposing foroes, 
atiraclion, or sympathy, repulsion or autipatliy. All things 
in heaven ss well as upon earth act on each other by means 
of these two foiTOfl." 

"And as all within, above, bonenlh, in the heaven and 
the cBith, are types insensibly i-epeatcd of one gi-anii srol 
type, Eci w fiiitl that the snn himself ia 
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liis different poles repels or attracts tlie pUuets, and 
them oar canh; in winter he repels her, and ehe movea 
darlclf sod monrofullj along; ia epnng. he begins to draw 
bcr tonai'ds him, and ahe comce jovl'ully. amidat eongs of the 
holy angels out of niglit and diirkuesB, like a bride into the 
arms of her beloved. And though no ear npon cai-th can 
muk this song, j'et the sympathies of each creature are 
attrsicted and ex::ited thereby, and man, beast, bird, fish, 
tree, flower, grass, etones, all exhaia forth their eubtlest. 
most spiritual, sweetest life to blend with the holy singers. 

''0 maiden, maiden, this is no folly! Truly might we 
aay that each thing feels, for each thing loves and hates. 
The animate as the inaoiinttte, the earthly aa the heavenly, 
the visible as the inviaible. For what is love but attraction, 
or sympathy towards some object, whereby we desire to 
blend with it? And what is bate but repulsion or anti- 
pathy, whereby we are forced to fly or recoil from it, 

"We, silly men, tear and tatter to pieces the rude coarse 
tnateria of things, and think we know the natnie of an 
object, because, like a child with a mirror, we break it to 
find the image. But the life of the thing— the inner, hidden 
mystic life of si/nipathies — of thb we know notliiug. and yel 
■we call ourselves wisel 

" But what is the signiflcation of this wide-spread law of 
love and hate which roles the universe as far as we know? 
Nothing else than the dark Eignature of faith im))resBed 
upon every creature. For what the thing loves, that is 
its God; and what the thing hates, that is its devil. 8o 
when tlie upright and perfect soui ascends to God, the 
source of all attraction, God descends to it in sympathy, 
and hlends with it, as Christ says, 'Whoso loves me, aoi] 
keeps my word, my Father will love biro, and we will come 
and take np onr abode with him.' Uut if the perverted 
soul descends to the source of all repulsion, which is th« 
devil, God will turn away from him, and he will hate Gc4 
and lore the devil, as om- blessed Saviour says (Matt. vL) 
' No man tim serve two masters, ve will hate one and h)04 
the olhei'; ye cannot sei've God and the devil.' Such will 
ho the law of the univorse until the desire of all creatures 
l» IW&lled, DDtil the living word again descetids from heaven, 
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and says, *Let there be light I' and the new light will fall 
upon the soul. Then will the old serpent be cast oat of the 
new heaven and the new earth. Hate and repabion will 
exist no longer, but as Esaias saith, * The wolf and the 
Iamb, the leopard and the kid, will lie down together, and 
the child may play fearlessly upon the den of the adder. 
Hallelujahl Then will creation be free I then will it paM 
from the bondage of corruption into the lordly freedom of 
the children of God (Rom. viii.), and 

Sun, 

Moon, stars. 

Earth, angels, men, « 

Beasts, plants, stones. 

The living as the dead. 

The great as the small. 

The visible as the invisible, 

Will find at last 

The source of all attraction 

Which they have ever ardently desired — 

Round which they will ever circle 

Day on day, night on night. 

Century on century, millennium on millennium, 

Lost in the infinite and eternal abyss 

Of all love— 

GODI"* 

* Almost with the last words of this sketch, the second part of 
KosmoMf by Alexander von Humbolt, came to my hand. Evidently 
the great author (who so well deserves immortality for his contribu> 
tions to science) views tlie world also as a whole ; and wherever in 
ancient or modern times, even a glimpse of this doctrine can be found, 
he quotes it and brings it to light. But yet, in a most inooniprehen- 
Bible manner, he has passed over those very systems in which, ^bove 
all others, tills idea finds ample room ; namely, the new platonism of 
tlie ancients (the Theurgic Philosophy), and the later Cabalistic, 
Alchymical, Mystic Philosophy (White Magic), from which system 
the deductions of Magister Joel are borrowed ; but above all, we must 
name Flolimu^ as the father of the new Piatonists, to whom natiu'e v) 
throughout but one vast unity, one divine totality, one power united 
with one life. In later times, we find that Albertus Magnus, Cornelius 
Agrippa, and Theophrastus Paracelsus, hold the same view. The 
latter uses the above word ** attraction " in the sense of sy9ipat];)y. 
And the systems of these philosophers, which are in mapy pj^aiiey full 
of profound truths, arc based ux)od this idea. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
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JOSST BOnU TAKES AWAV BIS DAUQHTEIt Bf FOBCE FROII TIIB 
JASEE AND Da. J0£L; also, 13 StBENGTUEHED IH HIS CKUa- 
LIEF BY Dll. CnAllER. — ITEM, HOW MT GGACIOUS FBIN'CG 
AliElVES AT UAKIEHFLIESS, AKD TUIUIE VEHEMENTLY UEK- 
ACES SIDOMIA. 

When Dr. Joel bad euded hia discourse, tha fair young 
rirgin's eyes overflowed with tears ; and clasping hei" haods, 
she Epraug up, and seiziog mj magistcr by the hand, 
exclaimed, "OhI sir, let us see the blessed aiigek I Let 
me talk with them." 

But her father, who was dry and brief in speech, tore 
hor away, saying sonrly, " Have done, child; you mnst not 
dnre to do iti Then they all prayed him to conseut — tho 
Duke, and tho magister, and Diliana herself; and the 
inagister said, that in a fow days the sun would be in Libra, 
which wonld be the fitting and best time; if they delayed, 
then a whole year must pass over without obtaining any 
help, for he had already demo ostrated that each spint had 
its particular time of influence. And so my magister weM 
no. But all was in yaio. So Diliana stroUed her father's 
bNirtI with her little hands, and sdd: "ThinI:, deai' papa, 
na p-and-mararaa — her poor ghost; and that I can avenge 
\^ if 1 keep my virgin honour pure in thought, word, and 
Mlf^\ Is it not, strange that my gracious Prince should 
^tet now come and demand the proof of my purity? Let 
titttfaas the tual, and then I can ai'cnge the poor ghost, 
^Mtttlm the feavs of his Highness all at once; for assm'edly 
Iftrku oausc to fear Sidonia." So tho Duke, and Magistor 
,T^ Quired eagerly what she meant by tho ghost; nod 
igiMtlit.V heard, they rejoiced, and said the finger of God 
^K^k 1^ " Wonld the Ivnight still strive against God ?" 

•kj$M Iw answered, but agniust the devil; lor Luther 
il gliuat-work must bl' of the devil, since the 



aeparteit sodI mnet ciihrr be in licavcn or b hell; ir ti 
hesTcn, it ivonl-i have rest,' therefore he feitred the ghost of 
bb poor mother had nothing gocJ about it, and he would 
take care and keep his child from the claws of the devil." 

Thus the )u^meiit itnd strife ivept on, till Jobst at litst 
cried out sharply: '■ Diiiana, dost thoa esteem the fifth com- 
mandment? If so, come with me," Whereupon the pious 
virgin threw herself upon his neck, exclaiming, " Father, I 

But my magister took her by the hand, to Jraw her from 
her father, whereat Jobst seized the hnuting-knife that ha 
liad stuck in Lis jack*bootE, and brantii^iimg it, cried out: 
"Hands off, fellow, or I'll paint a red sign upon thed 
My Lord Buke, in the name of the three devils, seek ont 
another virgin ; but my virgin, yonr Highness shall never 
have." Then seizing his little daughter by the waist, he 
rushed out of the room with her, gi'owling Uko a bear with 
his cub, and down the stairs, and through the streets, never 
stopping or staying' till be reached the inn, nor even once 
looking behind him or heeding his Grace, who screamed ont 
afler him: "Good Jobst, only one won]; only one word, 
dear Jobst I" 

And when my Jobst reached the inn, he roared for the 
coachman, bid him follow him with all apeed to the road, 
paid down his reckoning to mine host, aud was off, and 
already ont of the town, just as the Duke and Dr. Joel 
reached the inn, to try and get him back agmn. So they 
return raging and swearing, while Jobst crouches down 1m- 
hind a thorn bush with bia llltlo daughter, till the coacU 
comes up. And they have scarcely mounted it, when Dr. 
Cramer, of Old Stettin drives up; for he was ou bis way to 
induct a rector (I know sot whom) into bis parish, as the 
ecclesiastical superintendant lay sick in his bed. Thia 
meeting rejoiced the knight's heart mightily; and nfter ho 
had peered ont of the coach windows, to see if tho Dnke ov 
the Doctor were on his track, and making sm'c that he was 
not pursued, ho prayed Dr. Cramei' to bida a while, and 
discourse him on a matter that lay beavy on his conscience^ 
Tho Doctor having consented, they ai! alighted, and i 
Ihemcelves inj^^J^^vhere the ooachman cotild n ot tK 



I 
I 

I 



:iiesr w'.rittnt'^ Tinn .~i.:ac r^aosl al s&it had hip- 



■• ji lil 'TTJi^p 7TII ia"^ iiiiii! ■▼MiJ^ ":rET» Kii^bt,** an- 
T^«p»f£ 3i'»' *:i.iftilt*jis niHaciiKr-. -^itir laiicf^ doabtiess, 
^inia 'JUL Kbi :V. ccwir- 7^ Ja infn it-nj? cpeai danger to 
TmiT OTi: #:nL 'a ^ruiCTnig ^anse jjuMiruiJ iiig; and bo one can 
WT ▼'Ina. WJiflrrl::^ "riii^^iiar •rri^a. ssniir^iiL t* azrdl or devil ; 
r.fiTjutsf^, *c Pi.:I %-r* 2 '.-^r- sL 14 ^ rxas -Satan often 
<::iaaw t-'-^iiV^i;' Iiijj i.i a2^=± cc JiOu:" sdi rpspwring the 
^V/ffC *'/ r^,nr :r.<,Kr.'^, r. =7 Tcin'':!:- rx -vis a StTiL sent to 
c^m-ot T'^'Tf 'i^rtif ;'-::> ':A-j;-.:r:r: ::r i:: if wT^tiL (Wisdom 
TXzL) 'T:»H }v*t xr-z '.l. zlz iiz-I :c 'juL ird no eril 

ff^ M ^^/I«^ '^Ti with Ll« 'j-oraricz.?. wSsi TCiiiiia calls 
ft fit: *^<ffft\Mu*rT^ \i^r U acf/A^h co2i::22 is faa as it am 
liny*:; »tA rnnXy two m^n are th^-r^in!'' 

**A/Jiftiif a/ll«'.ijt" cri'jfl thft Kniiht, srr^zziaz up. and 
dntfunnuiil hi 4 fl»r}s(htftr into tv.fi coach a^ q:::ck a« be conld. 
'I'h^ h'; \M fh<t 'coacfirnari drive for life acd death; and 
Mfh^ri iUt*Y tt\nj'}tt'j\ th*? w^/^jd, to take the first shortest cnt 
to rli« Krft. 

M''nriwhil<% I Ik*. hiik« and I)r. Joel come np with my 
¥fhtiUy ii^tti\ftiihM% niti]} him, and ask what the Knight, Jobst 
Mork, WA4 f^'i^h'K t.o him; for thcj had 8een them both 
Vtiit'ihfr, i^ltMri^ Iti fliM liollow, along with Diliana? 

On ihlfl, fliM I ley nhfv.\t*n couj;h got into my worthy god- 
fjilhc'i-'fl fhrrmt. frntn |nir« fright, for a lie had never passed 
hH l)p.(< hi nH hli lifo; thcrcforo he told the whole story 
triilr nnil hottrpfly, 

Mnnnwhlh', fh« (»lhiT coach drove on rapidly through the 
wiMtilt iiml tlin conrhmnn liid as ho was desired, and took 
I lilt ih'nt piilji to tho hillt, whore they soon came on a fine, 
I hick hax(4 grove. Iloro Jobst stopped to listen, and trnly 
tliiiy could h(Mir the other coach distinctly crushing the 
fftlltm loaves, and th^ voice of the Duke screaming: " Jobst, 
doHt thou hear! — Job?t, may the devil take thee, wilt thou 
stop!" 

*'Ay, my Lord Duke," thought Jobst to himself, "I 
will stop as you wish, hut I trust the devil will neither take 
we nor my daughter." Then ho lifted the fan- Diliana 
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hiiQgelf oat of the coach, mil lud her on ihe gttta unit, 
under iho thick nut trees, Bsviof. " WVre (haJI we tfy to. 

my dfloghter? What tbinkwt tbou?" 

»llla '■ Why, to tby good csstle of Sitaizi^ my fiuber." 
lUe. — " Jlarry, III take good care I won't — to fly from 
one danger to another; for will he not hunt as tbere — ay. 
till hu epurs are red. and shouting all the way after me dll 
his lungs burst like an old wind-bag." 
lila. — " Whither, then, my father?" 
llie. — "To Stramehl, meiliinks, to my conao Ba^tien, 
whore we shall reraaia until the timo is passed, in which he 
can question the spirits; for, if I remember rightly, the Bnn 
will enter Libra in a few daya." 

]|la. — " But, dear father, ii it not cruel thna to torment 
the good Prince? OhI it moat be so beautiful to talk to 
an angel!" 

Illo — " Do not anger me, my heart's daughter, do not 

angor me. Better be George Patkammer'a good, loving 

^ wife; turn thy thoaghls that way, my danghter, and in a 

^Lye&r there wilt be something hctter worth looking at in the 

^Htndlo than a spirit." 

^f Ilia. — Blushes and plucks the nuts over hi>r head. 
" Ille. — "What aayeat thou? Art thou for ever to pat 
off these marriage thoaghts?" 

lllft. — "Ahl my heart's dear father, what would my 
poor grandmother say in eternity? Jt is impossible thai, 
witlioQt Gad''s will, the Duke and the poor ghost shooU 
have come upon the same thoughts about me." 

Ille. — "Anger me not, child; thoa art a silly, supersti- 
tions thing; without God'a will, it may well be, bnt not 
without the devil's will. Thou bast heard what Lather 
says of ghosts, and we must believe him. Eh?" 
I lUa. — " But my Lord Duke and Dr. Joel aay quite dif- 

tferently. Ah, father, let me see the blessed angelsl Dr. 
Joel sorely has seen them often, and yet no danger befell 
Ille. — "Anger me not, daughter, I say, for the third 
time. It is wfitten: 'Thou shall not tempt the Lord thy 
God;' and is not this lempthig him — settiuK heaven and 
lull in an uproar all about ft wlckud old hag of a witch? 
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2lS sroo;!iA the e( 

WhfivfoiM is tlio DttkesBcli a, goose? liut I will give lifiH 
110 child of mine to ran & race with to helL Now rist, 
c'liM, and follow me to the coach I" 

Jlla. — " But you must make mo ope promise" (weeping). 

llle.—" What then?" 

Ilia. — "Spoak no more of marriage to me till I say: 
'Father, now ht the marriago be,"' 

lilo. — "With the young Knight, George?" 

Ilk '- 1 liaro no objection to offer to Litn; bnC the 

young msTi 13 not to come before roy eyes nntil then." 

Illc. — "Ah, thon art as obstinate as the Riigen gecsel 
Well, have it thy own way, chilJ. And now to Stramehll" 

Siill the Dnke wa,a hunting afler them, through thick 
and thin, and roaring for the Knight at the top of his voice, 
till the wood re-echoed; and though some squires, who 
coma up through the forest, declared that no carriage had 
pnased their way, yet he continued hia chase, feeling cer- 
tain that no matter what by-path the knave had token, yet 
ho would assuredly come up with him at Saatzig. 

So the nfixt day he reached the caatte, for it lay bnt 
ten railea from C.imyn, bnt no knight waa there. The Dnke 
waited for two days, still no sign of him, so he amused the 
time by fishing, and making inquirica amongst all the 
neighbouring people about Sidonia, aud bo strange were the 
tales repeated by the aimple, superstitious folk, that his 
Highness resolved to make a detour home by MarienfliesBi 
just to get a passing glimpse of this devil's residence. 
Here he met a shepherd, who told mauy strange things, 
and awore that he had seen her many times flying ont of 
the chimney on her broomstick, and, as the convent lay 
right before them, his Grace asked, which was Sidonia a 
chimney, and the civl pointed out the chimney with bis 
hand — it was the fonrth from the church there, where 
the smoke waa rising. Whereupon, my Ijord Duko shud- 
dered, and went his way as quicic ns he could up tbo 
Vossberg. Ho knew not that upon that veiy day hia 
brother, Duke Philip, had arrived at Jlarienfiiess from Old 
Stettin, on hia way to the Diet at New Stettin. The herald 
had been despatched by his Highness, some days before, to 
inform SherilV l'>i;art Sparling of his approach, and that 
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|iis Highness antl snito would arrive about Tioon. He was 
also fo Bay tlio same to the nuns, particularly to Siiionia 
Bork. 
So at mid-day my Bheriff set off to the cloister, with the 
etewnxd and the secretaries, and waited there in the nnn'a 
court-yard, for the arrival of the Duke, aad a boy was 
placed in the mill to ware bis cap the moment his HighneBB .. 

»Game ia eight. Yet my Kg^art was sufferiag terrible ^^A 
angnish all the time in his miod, for be thought, that if the ^^H 
Duke might bid him seize the devil's witch. ^^H 

Soon the cry rose that the Duke was coining — hia six ^^H 
coaches had jnst come in sight. Then the convent gate ^^^ 
opened, and my hag Hppeai*cd at the hpad of the entire 
sisterhood, ail in theh- black robes and white Tciis; she 
the same, except that she woi-o the abbess veit whereon 
two golden keys were embroidered. Item, the white cat'a- 
skin cape, which I have noticed before, was displayed npon 
her shoulders. Thas she came forth from the convent gate 
with all the sisters, two and two, and she threw np her 
, eyes, and raised the hymn of St. Ambrose, just aa the 
r Didie and his six coaches drove into the conrt-yard, and 
L the whole convent joining, they tidvanced thus singing to 
ncet his Highness. 
Now, his Highness was a meek man and seldom angry, 
I but his brow grew black with wroth, when Sidonia, stepping 
I Bp to the coach, bowed low, and in her cat's tippet-— her- 
ftiMlf a cat in cnnning and deceit — threw np her eyes hypo- 
J'raitleally to heaven. 

"How now," cried bis Grace; "who the devil hath 

ffered yon, Sidonia, to play the abbess over these 

fTiruins?" 

To which my hag replied — 

"Gracious Prince, ask thcaa virgins here if tliey have not I 
iselected me an their abbess of their own free will, and they J 
Rsre now come to cutreat. your Iligliiiess to con&rm thaj 
I ehoice of their hearts." 1 

"Many," qnoth the Duke, "I have hoard enough offl 
or doings from the neighbouring nobles and others, 
L know well how you made the poor obbcw Magdalona b' 
L the dust, — Item, now yoit forced these poor virgins to el 
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you abbeas through mortal nnd deadly fear. 

Bisters, fear notlihig — I, yonr PnDoe, coinmar' 

ye not elected this piece of sin uiid vaiiily «■* 'J'" •"" "" 

ainiply through fear of your lives?" ^S^t W_'»y 

Bnt the virgins looked down npon ^^t the ueigb- 

sileiit and trembled, while my sheriff pi ■ vred. fiigbteniiig 
his wide boots for the kerchief to wjp ,*iiaelf up again; 
well how it wonld end, and the swea' /■"'s from Wolde,— 
pJDg from hia brow. A flfcund t\ ,-«ifing priTalely bM 
"Was it from fear?" "VVheu, . ^-(ven so- 
named Agnest Klifwt, not the b -■\jnt no one dared to say 
another * ■JJ (at: herself what the 

" In irnth, gracious Prince. ' !;<rDiff to speak her anrmiae. 
alone that we eleeted Sidonia • i^lbr Uireo days and three 

Her conrage pleased the D ,.''3i"i ^"^ bath-day cania; by 
her name, and hearing it, 8n' /i iris Highness was destined 

"Aye. I thoaght yoa d ■>',j(lier victims of her demoniac 
yonr truth and courage, I jy' 
Item, Dorothea Stettin - ' 
Sidonia Bork — it ia fotJ 

ij^EH XVII. 



dispute my will, 
vent in consequence 
the fj'ontier. I hai 
— now for jaslice I'J 

" Sparling, I 
Prince, if this c 
disturbance or si 
elth(?r yourself c| 
the fi'on tiers. — 
convent, to a 
she hatli hitl^ 
abbem to re 
day forth. ^ 
maidens al 
yonr sport I 
So the if 
obeyed I" J 
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- - gB HIGHNESS, DUKE PHILIP 
T fis MELANCBOIiY BUT 



wied festival of the jnbilee, it hap- 
. ^Apanborg went to the brew-bonae, 
rjjwnt waits (it was one of Sidonia'a 
* - -'- saw a strange apparition of a 
s and calls the other sisters; 
tr out of their cells, and down the 
1 behoM there sitg the three- 
es RIeist took off her slipper, 
a^spritu, my hare is off, and never 
i again in the whole brew- 
t court. Ilereat the nana 
s her opinion on the matter, 
- ■ -s Sidonia for" 




3 poor Tirana heard to their deep 

6-lcggcd hare betokened, even as they 

} C17 came to the convent that his 

ilip, was dead, and the tidings ran 

i tlirough the people, that this kind, vise, 

d been bewitched to death. (Ahl where ia 

-yea, in all German fatherland — was snch 

1 learned Prince to be foand. No other 

t one, and thao was not having, long before, 

_ ...^ devil's witch, thij accui-sed sorceress, with fire 

And now I must tall how his Grace had scarcely left 
.arienfliess and reached Saatzig (they were but a mile fi'ctu 
each other) when be fdt snddenly weaL He wondered 
much to find that his dear Lord brother, Dnke Francis, had 
only left the castle two houi's before. Item, that Jobst Bork 
had not arrired there, and no man knew whither the Knight 
had flown. Here the Dnke grew so much worse, that his 
mmisters earnestly entreated him to postpone the diet at 
Kew Stettin, and retnm homo; for bow conld it please the 
knights and bnrgesses to see their beloved Prince in thia 
ead extremity of sofTcring. 

Herenpon his Highness replied, with the beantifal Latin 
words: "officio mihi offUHo.'" (And after his death, these 
words were stamped on the bnrial-medals. Item, a rose, 
half-eaten by a worm, with the inscription, " Ut rosa rodi' 
mtir omnes;" whereby many think allnsioo is mode to the 
livid breath that passed over the flowers at Maiienfliess, bnt 
I leave these things nndccided.) 

Somma. — His Highness proceeded to New Stettin, and 
decided all the bonndary disputes amongsC the nobles, &c 
rctamcd then to liis comt at Old Stettin, to hold the evange- 
lical jubilee; but, by that time, all the doctors from far and 
near could do naught to help him; and thoogh he liugerod 
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and witli it liGws away nt the padlock, nntil it f.illa lo tfas" 
grocrail. Wherenpon, langhiag bcoiti fully, sbc weist her 
ivay ont into tho road; and the neiv abbess conld not re- 
uioDstrati^ for on Siilonia'a return Iionic (I forgot to say 
that, Utterly, ghe had gone much about amongst the neigh- 
bouring nobles, even aa Jiis Highneas observeil, frightening 
them to death with her visits) she shut hei'self np sgun; 
nnd Anna Apenborg eoon brings the news from Wolde, — 
"The Lady is praying;" and Anna, having privately aVid 
under the window, found that it was even so. 

So the whole convent ahnddered; but no one dared to say 
n word, thongh each sister judged for herself what the 
praying betolcened, without venturing to speak her snnnise. 
£at this time siie did not pray for three days and three 
nights, only once in the week, when her bath-day came; by 
which, people suspected that his Highness wna destined 
to a slower death than the other victims of her demoniic 



CHAPTER XVir. 



OF THE FEARFUL KEATH OF BIS HIGHHESS, DCKE PHILTP II. OF 
POMERANTA, AND OF HIS JIELANCHOLT DUT BUMTTUOm 



After the before-mentioned festivd of the jubilee, it hap* 
pencil that one day Anna Apenborg went to the brew-honsft 
which lay inside the convent walls (it was one of Sidonia's . 
praying days), and there she saw a strange apparition of & 
three-legged hare She runs and calls the other sistorBi i 
whereupon they all scamper out of their cells, and down tba ' 
steps, to see the miracle, and behold there sits the three- 
legged hare; but when Agnes Kleist took off her slipper, 
nnd threw it at the devil's sprite, my hnre is off. and norer 
a trace of him conld be found again in the whole brew- 
house or in tho whoia convent court. Hereat the nnnl j 
shaddercd, and each virgin Iins her opinion on the mattaV' 1 
bat spenki it not; for ju^t lUen, too, iKmes Sirlonia fofl' 



I 



pith old Woldo and the cat, huJ tlis three begiu their devil's 
tnce, while the cat sqaalU oud w^ls, and the old witch- 
g Bcreams her usual hell psalni : — 



Kext day, however, the poor virgina heard to their deep 
V wliat the three-legged hare betokened, even as they 
inspected;, for the cry came to the convent that his 
!, good Duke Philip, waa dead, and the tidiaga ran 
1 sigaal-fire tlirongh the people, that this kind, wise, 
juat Prince, had hoon bewitched to death. (Ahl where ia 
Pomerania land — yea, in all German fatherland — waa anoh 
a, wise, pions, and learned Prince to be found. No other 
funlt hnd he but one, and that was not having, long before, 
bnmed tiiia devil's witch, thia accursed Borceress, with fire 
and faggot.) 

And now I must tell how his Grace had scarcely leil 
Mai-ienfliess and reached Saatzig (they were bnt a mile from 
each olhor) when ho fell suddenly weak Ho wondered 
much to find that hia di:ar Lord brother, Duke Francis, had 
only left the castle two hours befoie. Tleni, that Jobst Boik 
had not arrived there, aud no man knew whither the Kni^-bt 
had flown. Here the Dnko grew so mnch worse, that his 
ministers earnestly entreated him to postpone the diet at 
New Stettin, and return home; for how coald it please the 
knights and burgesses to see their beloved Prmce in this 
sad extremity of sufiering. 

Hereupon his Highness replied, with the beautiful Latin 

words: " ojicio milii ojjido." (And after hia death, these 

* words wBi-e stamped on the bnrial-medals. Item, a rose, 

If-eaten by a worm, with the insoription, " Vt rosa i-odi- 

tr omjies;" whereby many thiolc allnsion ia made to the 

SlVid breath that passed over the flowers at Marienflicss, bnt 

1 leave these things undecided.) 

■ Snmma. — His Highness proceeded to New Stettin, and 
F'dccided all tlio boundary disputes amongst the nobles, &c 
returned then to his court at Old Stettin, to hold the evange- 
lical jubiieo; but, by that time, all the doctors from far and 
near could do naught to help him; and tliongh be lingered 
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nnil nkii it IiRws nivaj nt tlio pntllocli, nnlil it falls to UM 
groumi. Whereupon, laughing aBomfully, eIjs went lier 
vay out into the rond; and the naw abbess conid not re- 
monatrato, for on Sidonia's return hocie {I forgot to say 
that, latterly, sho bad goue much about amongst the neigh- 
bani'iog nobles, even as his Highness observed, frightening 
them to death with her Tisits) she shnt herself op again; 
and Anna Apeiiborg Boon brings the news from Wolde, — 
"The Lady is praying;" and Anna, having privately slid 
under the window, found that it was even so. 

So the whole convent shuddered; but no one dared to say 
a word, though each sifter judged for hereelf what the 
praying betokened, witliont ventaring to speak her surmise. 
lint thb time she did not pray for three days and three 
nighty only once la the week, when her bath-day came; by 
wliich, people suspected that his Highness was destined 
to a slower death than the other victims of her demouiai 
malice. 





CHAPTEK Xvn. 
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POMEHANIA, 
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BUT suMprnotB- 


nURlAL. 







Afteh the before-mentioned festival of the jubilee, it hap- 
pened that one day Anna Apenhorg went to the brew-honse, 
which lay inside the convent walls (it was one of Sidonia's 
praying days), and there she saw a strange apparition of k | 
three-legged hare. She rans and calls the other sisters; | 
whereupon they all scamper out of their cells, and down thg 
steps, to see the miracle, and behold there sits the thre^ 
legged hare; but when Agnes Kleist took off her slippy, 
and threw it at the devil's sprite, iny hare is off, and never 
a Irnce of him could be found again in the whole brew- 
bouso or in the whole convent court. Hereat the nimt 
fhuddered, and each virgin hns her opinion on the matter, 
bat spfuki it not; for ju-t iLen, too, comes Siilon" 




w ot 

i 



iHth old ^YcIdo aud the cat, and tha throo begb their deyil's 

"ince, while the cat squalls aud wwla, and the old wildi- 

g screams her usnal hell psalm : — 



Kext day, however, tho poor virgins lieard to their deep 
rraw what the three-legged hare betokened, even aa they 
bad suspected;, for the cry came to the convent that hia 
Grace, good Dake Philip, was dead, and the tidiaga ran 
like a signa!-fii-e throagh the people, that this kind, wtee, 
just Prince, had hccn bewitched to death. (Ahl where ia 
Pomerania land — yea, in all German fatherland — was snch 
a wise, pions, anj learned Prince to bo found. No other 
fault had he but one, and th[it was not having, long before, 
bnmcd this devil's witch, this accui-sed sorceress, wilh fii'e 
and faggot.) 

And now I muat tell how hia Grace had scarcely left 

Marienfliess and reached Saatzig (they were bnt a mile frcm 

tch other) when ho felt suddenly weak. He wondered 

ich to find that his dear Loid brother, Bnke Francis, had 

ly left the castle two hours before. Item, that Jobst Bork 

i not arrived there, and no man knew whither the Knight 

bad flown. Here the Dnke grew eo much worse, that b'n 

ministers earnestly enti'cated him to postpone tho diet at 

New Slettin, and retom home; for how could it please tba 

knights and burgesses to see their beloved Priuce in Ihia 

sad extremity of flajfering. 

Hereupon his Highness replied, with the beautiful Latin 

words: '^officio mihi officio.'" (And after hb death, these 

irdfl were stamped on the hn rial-medals. Item, a rose, 

If-eaten by a worm, with the bscription, " Ul rosa rodi- 

:)• omnes;'" whereby many think aJlusion is made to the 

ivid breatli that passed over tho flowers at Marieii&iess, bnt 

I leave these thmgs nndccided.) 

Sommn. — His Highness proceeded to Now Stettin, and 
decided all tho boundary disputes amongst the nobles, &c. 
retui-ncd then to his court at Old Stettin, to hold the evange- 
ical jubilee; but, by that lime, all the doctors fioui fai- and 
could do naught to help him; and thongh he liugercd 
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and with it liowa awiy at tlic padlock, nalil it f^iUs toll _ 
grouDil. Wlierenpou, )a.aghing Bcomfallj', ehe- veot her 
way oat into the road; and the new abbesa eonld not re- 
monstrate, for on Sidonia^B rctarn home (I forgot to say 
tli&t, latterly, she had gone mnch about amongst the neigU- 
booriitg nobles, even as hla Highuess observed, frigbtening 
them to death with her visits) she ehnt herself np a^ain; 
and Anna Apeiiborg soon Iriuga the news from WoMe, — 
"The Lady is praying;" and Anna, having privately slid 
under tho window, fonnd that it was even so. 

So the whole convent shuddered ; but no one dared to say 
a word, thongh ench sifter jndged for herself what the 
praying betokened, without venlnring to speak her Ennius& 
But this time sue did not pray for three days and threa 
nighty only once iu the week, when her bath-day came; by 
which, people sospectcd that his Highness was deslJiMd 
to a Blower death than the other victims of her demoniw 
malice. 



CHAPTEn xvir. 

OF THE FEARFUL CEATH OP HIS HIGHKESS, DOKE PHILIP O. OP 
rOMERAJJIA, AND OF ms MSLANCHOLT BUT SUMTTUODI 
HURT A L. 

After the before-mentioned festival of the jubilee, it h^ 
pened that one day Anna Apenborg went to the brew-honsft 
which lay bsiila the convent walla (it was one of Sldonia'j 
praying days), and there she saw a strange apparition of ft . 
three-legged hare. She rona and calls the other sisters; 
whereupon they all scamper oat of their cells, and down the 
steps, to sea the miracle, and behold there sits the three- 
legged hare; but when Agnes Kleist look off her elipperi 
and threw it at the devil's sprite, my hare is off, and nevw 
a trace of him could be fonnd agwn in the whole bretr^ 
house or in the whoh convent conrt. Uereat the nnnt 
shuddei'cd, and each vu-gia has her opinion on the matttff • 
hot spmki '' r^vjijr jti-t ihm, too, i:OBies Sidonia fgrtj ' 
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irith old Woldo and the cat, aad the three begin their devil's 

'ince, while the cat squslia oud wiula, and the old witcii- 

g screams her nsiiol hell psalm : — 



H bad 
bad 



Kcst day, however, the poor virgins iieard to their deep 
what the three-legged hare betokened, even as they 
had fluspeoted;, for the C17 came to the convent that his 
Grace, good Duke Philip, wita dead, and the tidings ran 
like n. signal-fii'e throagh the people, that thia kind, wise, 
just Prince, had been bewitched to death. (Ahl where ii 
Pomerania land — ^yea, in all German fatherland — was anch 
a, wise, pioas, and Icai'ned Frince to be found. No other 
fault had he but one, and that waa not having, long before, 
burned this devil's witch, thia accursed Borccrcss, with fire 
and faggot.) 

And now I muat tell how hia Grace had scarcely left 
Maricnflicaa and reached Saatzig (they were bnt a mile from 
each other) when he felt suddenly weak. He wondered 
much to find that hia dear Lord brother, Dnke Francis, had 
only left the castle two hoiu's befbie. Item, that Jobst Bork 
bad not arrived there, and no man knew whither the Knisjht 
flown. Here the Dnke grew so mnch woi-se, that hia 

listers earnestly entreated him to postpone the diet a 
l^ew Stettin, and return home; for how conld it please the 
and borgeasea to see their beloved Prince in this 
ead extremity of aatfering. 

Hereupon hia Highnesa replied, with the beautiful Latin 
words r " ojkio mihi ojjicio." (And after his death, these 
words were staoipod on the bnrial-medals. Item, a rose, 
half-eaten by a worm, with the inscription, " Ut rosa 1 
mw omnes;" whereby many think ailnsion is mndo to the 
livid breath that passed over the flowers at Mavicnliicsa, but 
I leave these things nndtcided.) 

Snmnia. — His Highness proceeded to New Stettin, and 
decided all the boundary disptttea amongst the nobles, &c 
Tetamcd then to his court at Old Stettin, to bold the evangc- 
jubilec; but, by tliat lime, all the doctors from far and 
could do naught to help liiui ; and tUongh be lingered 
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Biid wilU it hews away ot the padlock, nuti! it fuila t(>fl 
ground. Wherenpoii, laughiug sconifallj', abe went bsf 
way out into the rostl; and the new abbess eonld not le- 
monatrato, for on Sidonia's return horae (I forgot to say 
that, latcei'ly, sho had gone mnch about amongst tlie neigh- 
bouring noble?, even as his Highness observed, frigbtenlog 
them to death with ber visits) she shut hei'self np again; 
and Anna Apeuborg soon bi'iuga the news from Wolde, — 
" The Lady is praying;" and Anna, having privately slid 
under the window, found that it was even so. 

So the whole convent shuddered; but no ono dared to say 
& word, though each sidter judged for herself what tha 
praying betokened, without venturing to speak her snrniise. 
Bat this tune she did not pray for threo days and three 
nights, only oaee in the week, when her bath-day came; by 
which, people Euspccted that his Highness was destined 
to a slower death than the other victims of her demoniu 
malice. 



cnAPTRR XYIT. 

OF THE FE-tRFUL CEATR OP BIS HIGHNESa, DUEE PHILIP n. Of 
POMEBANIA, AND OF HIS MELANCHOLY HUT SUMPTOOM 
ULTRIAL. 

After the before-mentioned festival of the jubilee, it hap- 
pened that one day Anna Apeoborg went to the brevr-honso, 
which lay inside the convent walls (It was one of Sidonia's 
praying days), and there she saw a strange apparition of a , 
three-legged hare. She runs and calls the other sisten; 
whereupon they all scamper out of their cells, and down the 
steps, to see the miracle, and behold there eits the three- 
leggyd hare; but when Agnea Kleist took off her slipper, 
and threw it at the devil's sprite, my hare is off, and never 
a trace of him could he found again in the whole brew- 
boose or in the whola convent court. Hcrcat the mun 
phnddered, and each virgin has her opinion on the matter, i 
bat sppnh.': it not; for jii't ilipn, too, conies Sidonia for]^^ 



d Woldo And the vat, and tliB thrco begin their devil'a 

mee, wiiiie the cat squalla and wtuls, and the oU witcli- 

ma her usuitl hell peolm : — 



Nest day, Lowever, the poor cirgina heard to their deep 
T what the three-legged hare betokened, even as they 
had suspected;, for the ery eamo to the convent that hia 
Grace, good Dnke Philip, was dead, and the tidiaga ran 
like a signal-fire throngb the people, that this kind, tvise, 
just Prince, had been bewitched to death. (Abl where ii 
Pomerania land — jea, m all German fatherland — was sncl 
a wise, pions, and leai'ned Prinoe to ha fonnd. No other 
fanlt had ho hnt one, and that was not having, long befoivj, 
bnraed this devil's witch, this aecuraed sorceress, with firo 



and fi 



«■) 



t 



And now I must toll how his Grace had Bcarcely left 
Marienflicsa and reached Saatzig (they were but a mile frcni 
each other) wbcu he felt saddenly weali. Ho wondci'ed 
much to find that his dear LoM brother, Duke Francis, had 
only left the castle two horn's Ijefoie. Hem, that Johst Bork 
liad not arrived there, and no man knew whither the Knight 
had flown. Here the Dake grew so ranch worse, that his 
ministers earnestly entreated him to postpone the diet at 
Kew Stettin, and retnm home; for how cotdd It please the 
Rights and burgesses to see their beloved Prince in this 
bd extremity of ^uSering. 

{ Hereupon bis Highness replied, with the beantifnl Latin 
■■irords: "officio mihi officio." (And after his death, those 
words were stamped on the hn rial- medals. Item, a rose, 
half-eaten by a worm, with the inscription, " Ul rosa rodi- 
whereby many think allusion is made to tho 
livid breath that passed over the tlowers at Marienfiitss, bat 
<I leave these things nndccided.) 

Samma. — Hia Highness proceeded to New Stettin, and 
'decided ail tho bonndary disputes amongst the nobles, &c. 
'ctui-ncd then to bis court at Old Stettin, to bold the ei 
licid jubilee ; but, by that linie, all the doctors fioni far and 
near could do naught to help hm; and though he Uugercd j 
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niid willi It licws awoy nt tlie pai]!ocli, iinlil it fiills to ll 
gronnd. Wliereupou, laughing SGornfullj', sLo went lier 
n-ny out into tlie road; ao J tlie new abbess could not re- 
mouatrate, for on Siilonia'a return home (I forgot to say 
tbat, latterly, aho had gone much about amongst the ueigh- 
bonriag nobles, even as his Highness observed, frightening 
thciu to death with her visits) she ahut herself up agwn; 
and Anna Apenborg soon bringa the news from Wolde, — 
" The Lady is praying;" and Anna, havmg privfttely slid 
under the window, found that it was even so. 

So the whole convent shuddered; bnt no one dared to say 
a word, though each sister judged for herself what the 
praying betokcnetl, witlioat venturing to speak her surmise. 
Gnt thb time she did not pray for three days and three 
nights, only once ia the week, when her bath-day came; by 
which, people suspected that his Highness was destined 
to n slower death than the other victims of her demonlM 
malice. 



CHAPTER XVJI. 



n OF BIS HIGHNESS, DUKE PHILIP n. OF i 
)F H13 JISLANOHOLT BDT BUMTTDOOi 



Afteii the before- mentioned foslival of the jubilee, it hap- 
pened that one day Anna Apenborg went to the brew-honae, 
which lay inside the convent walls (it was one of Sidonia'i 
praying days), and there she saw a strange apparition of a 
three-legged hare. She mns and calls the other eistsrsi 
whei'eupon they all scamper out of their cells, and down the 
steps, to see the miracle, and behold there sits the tbree- 
leggcd hare; bnt when Agnes Kleist took off her slipper, 
and threw it at the devil's sprite, my hare is off, and nevor 
a trace of him could be found again in the whole brew- 
house or in the whole convent conrt. Hereat the nnoB 
shuddered, nnd each virgin has her opinion on the matter, 
but ppenks it not; for j'l.t tlien, too, <;o«ies Sidnnia foi ' 



fonK 



with old Woldo flBil the cat, aud tbo three hegin tholr devil's 
dance, while the cat aqualb oud wiuls, and the old ivitcli- 
hag screams her usnid hell pedm : — 



Next day, however, the poor virgins lieard to their deep 
Borrow what the three-legged hare betokened, even as thoy 
had suspected;, for the cry came to the convent that 1" 
Grace, good Duke Philip, was dead, and the tidings rj 
liko a signai-fii-e throngh the people, that this kind, wise, 
just Prince, had been hewitched to death. (Ahl where in 
Pomerania land — yea, in all German fatherland — was anch 
a wise, pions, and learned Priiice to be fonnd. No other 
fault had he but one, and that was not having, long before, 
bnrncil this devil's witch, this accursed sorceress, wilh fire 
and faggot.) 

And now I must tell how his Grace had scarcely left 
Marienfliess and reached Saatzig (they were hut a mile from 
each other) when he felt suddenly weak. He wondered 
much to find that bis dear Lord brother, Dnke Francis, had 
only left the castle two honrs before. Hem, that Jobst Bork 
bad not arrived there, and no man knew whither the Knight 
had fluwn. Here the Duke grew so mnch worse, tiiat his 
ministers earnestly entreated him to postpone the diet at 
Kew Stettiu, and retmn homo; for how conld it please the 
knights and burgesses to see their beloved Prince in this 
sad extremity of aaffering. 

Hereupon his Highness replied, with the beantifnl Ladn 
words: "■ officio miki ojjicio." (And after his death, tbeso 
words were stamped on the hmiid-medals. Item, a rose, 
half-eaten by a worm, with the inscription, " Ut rosa rodi- 
mur omrtes;" whereby many think aJlusioo is made to tha 
livid breath that passed over the dowers at Mai'ienfiiess, but 
I leave these things undcdded.) 

Snmma — His Highness proceeded to Now Stettin, and 
decided all the boundary disputes amongst the nobles, &c 
retui'ucd then to his court at Old Stettin, to hold the evange- 
lical jubilee ; but, by that time, all the doctors fmai fai- aud i 

ir could do naught to help him; and though ho liugered J 




r 
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flud will) it hcn's nway at tlie p.itllock, nntil it fiiWa toU 
p-ooncl. Whereupon, laughing aooi'iifuUy, sha went liar 
way out iuto the road; aaj. the uen- abbess conld not re- 
monstrate, for on SiJonia'a retara home (I forgot to say 
that, Utterly, sbo had goue much about amongst the neigh- 
bouring nobler, even as hie Highneea observed, frightenii^ 
thora to death with her visits) sho shat herself np again; 
and Anua Apeuhorg soon hrings tho news from Wolde, — 
"The Liitly is praying;" and Anna, having privately slid 
nnder tho window, found that it was even so. 

So the whole convent shuddered ; but no one dared to say 
a word, thongh each sister judged for herself what tho 
praying betolcened, without venturing to speak her siirmise. 
But this time she did not pray for three days and three 
nights, only obeb in the week, when her hath-day came; by 
which, people snspectcd that his Highness waa deeded 
to a sloirer death than the other victims of her demoniae 
malice. 



cDAPTEr, xvn. 



OF THE FE-IRTUL UEATn OF HIS HIGHNESS, KIKE PHILIP II. W 

pomehania, and of his melancholy but suMmioia 1 

CDRIAL. 

After the before-mentioned festival of the jubilee, it hap- 
pened that one day Anna Apenborg went to the brew-honso, 
which lay inside the convent walls {it was one of Sidonia's , 
praying days), and there she saw a strange apparition of a ■ 
three-legged hare. She mns and calls the other eist«rs; 
whereupon they all scamper ont of their cells, and down the 
steps, to see the miracle, and behold there sits the tfarw- 
legged hare; bat when Agnes Kleist took ofT her slipper, 
and threw it at the devil's aprite, my hare is off, and never 
a trace of him could be found again in the whole bre*^ 
house or in the whole convent court. Hereat the nuM 
ehuddercd, nod each virgin hns her opinion on the matter, i 
bat fipeaks it not; for ju.-t Uicn, too, comes Pidnnitt fi 



with old Woldo and the cat, aud the tliree begiu their devil's 
danue, while the cat aqualle aud wails, and the old witch- 
hag acreiiins her nsnal hell psalm r — 



Kest day, however, the poor virgina heard to their deep 
Borrow what the thrae-lcggcd hare hetokeaed, even as they 
had suspected;, for the ciy cimo to the convent that hia 
Grace, good Dako Philip, was dead, and the tidiaga ran 
like a Bignal-fire throagh the people, that thia kind, wise, 
just Prince, had been bewitched to death. (Ahl where in 
Pomeranb land — yea, in nil German fatherland — was snch 
a wise, pions, and learned Fi'ince to be fonnd. No other 
fanlt had he bnt one, and that was not having, Joug before, 
hnmed thia devil's witch, this accursed sorceress, with fira 
and faggot.) 

And now I mii:5t tell how his Grace had scarcely left 
Maiienfliesa and reached Snatzig (they were but a niilo froni 
each other) when ha felt suddenly weak. He wondered 
much to find that hia dear Lord brother, Dnke Francis, had 
only left the cnstie two houiB before. Item, that Jobst Bork 
had not arrived there, and no man knew whither the Knight 
had flown. Here the Dnke grew eo much worse, that hia 
ministers earnestly entreated him to postpone the diet at 
New Stettin, and rctnm home; for how could it please the 
knights and bnrgeasca to see their beloved Prince in thia 
sad estremity of anfiering. 

Hereupon his Highness replied, with the beantiful Latin 
words: " officio miki officio,'" (And after his death, these 
words wera stamped on the hnrial- medals. Item, a rose, 
half-eaten by » worm, with the inscription, " Ut roMi ivdi- 
mvr omaes;" whereby many think ailnsion is mado to the 
livid breath that passed over the flowers at Marientiicss, bnt 
I leave these things niidccided.) 

Sammii His Highness proceeded to New Stettin, and 

decided all the boundary disputes amongst the nobles, &e. 
retm-ned then to his court at Old Stettin, to hold the evange- 
lical jubilee; but, by that time, all the doctors from far and 
Dear could do naught to help him; and though he lingered 
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some moiitli^ }*(;[, tititn the Crat, lie knew tiiiit death _ 

tiim; for nothing could nppe&ai; the tortures he auSureil (fl 
his breast, even »a all the others whom Sidonia had uinr- 
dereii, and finally, on the 3d day of February, 1618, at ten 
of the clock, ho expired— his age being forty-four years, six 
mooths, and six days. And the corpse presented the same 
Bignature of eatan, thongh his Grace's sickneBs bad difits«d 
in some particaiars from that of Sidonia's other victims. To 
this appearance of the princely corpse I myself can testify, 
for I beheld it, along with many otliers, when it lay in state 
in the great-ball. 

On the Ifltb of March following, the princely ceresiony 
of interment took gilace. Let me see if my tears will 
permit me to describe it: — 

After the depntius from the three honourable estates had 
assembled — the Stettin, the Wolgostian, and the eccleaias- 
tical — in the castle- church, with the Fiiuces of the blood| 
the nobles, imights, and magnates of the land, three cannons 
were fired; and at nine of the clock in the evening, lbs 
princely corpse was carried first into the connt'B chamber, then 
to the knight's uhamber, from thence to the grand statc-faiU, 
by torch-light, by tweoty-four nobles, and from that to ihfl 
castle aqnare, which was entirely covered with black cloth. 
Here it was kid down, and sixty students from tba uni- 
versity of Grypswald, and forty boys from the town -school, 
Bong the bnviol psalms from their books; while, at intervals, 
the [iriests chanted the appointed portions of the liturgy; 
after which all the bells of tlie town began lo toll, and th( 
swan song was raised, " Now in Joy 1 pass from carth."^ — 
Wherenpon the nobles lifted up the hler again, and the prih 
cession moved forwards. And could my gracious Prlnu 
have looked ont through the little window above his liea^ 
he would have seen not only the biessed cross, but also lii| 
dear town, from stn^et to tower, covered with weepisc 
human faces; for the procession i»aesed on thiough ^ 
main street, across the coal-market, through custlo-etrHti 
into the crane-court — all which streets were lined with thf 
princely KOiilateska, who also, each man, carried a torch ilt 
his haB^J|dittJ|^0oap of regular torch- bcarei's in tUft 
— J^^^^^^^^BK. "gpfs, towers, presented one liyii^ 
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' maas of hnmau heads all along tlie wiy. Ami tho onler 

1. The Bong-msstcr, cum, dtoro — liam, tho Rector, pieda- 
gogia, with his collegia. 

2. The honourable miuisteriam from all the three states. 
'A. The Duke's trumpeters and drummers, with initru- 

ments reyersed, and drums covered with crape. 

4. Tiie rector maguificu?, and the four deacons of tho 
I Bniveraity of Grypswald, anioug whutn came Dr. Joel. 
I 5. The land-marEhal, with his black marshal's Etiiff,alo]te; 
Kthen the pages, three and three, ia moaraiiig cloaks, anil 
faces covered with black taffety up to their noses. 

6, The court- marshal, and the marshals of the thrco 
states — item, the ambassadors, and other high offitiala of 
foreign princes, ic 

7- Twelve ktiights, in full armour, upon twelve horses; 
each knight bearing his standard, and each horse covci-ed 
entirely with black cloth, and havbg the arms of his rider 
embroidered on the forehead-piece, and on the two sides 
was led by a, noble on foot. 

The sapi'emeconrt-marshal followed these, liisdrawn sword 
covered with crape, ia hh hand, the point to the ground. 

Neat the chancellor, with the seals covered with crape, 
and laid upon a black velvet cushion. 

The princely corpse, boroa by twenty-four nobles, on a 
bier covered with black velvet, and beneath a bluish-veivet 
canopy embroidered on all aides with the arms of his Grace's 
illuBlrions ancestors, with all their helmets, shields, devices, 
and qaarterings, gorgeously represented in gold and silver. 
Item, on each side, twelve nobles, with lighted wax torches, 
from which streamers of black crape floated, and twelve bid- ' 
berdiers, with halberds reversed. 

The last poor faded ti-efoil of our dear fatherland, namely, 
the serene and illustrious Princes, Dukes, and Lords — 
Francifl, Ubich, and Bogislaff, the princely brothers of 
I'omerania — ail in long velvet mautles, and theii' faces 
covered with black crape up to the eyes.* 

' Kute gFDuks Ilugislaff XIV.^The tbrvstLUiwuipaDieil bim lo the 
grav-^; but wl.o irill walk muurpEr U'sWe my Uct? Ah! thnt hjog 
BK this I liuil kin calmly in my nuRiii, aiid loulicd up fmm tb* UUG 
window to mj' Loid, anil mlK^jj^jjgc God of m; Mlvation,' ' 
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IU» Princely Uigbaesi, Dake Philip Julius of Wolgast- 
Ibe last of ilia uatne — aai i'te liis cousiiis, weari — — 
ucer liia face to tbe ej'cs- 

Tlie liooonrable cbajitei of Camyii, 

I'tie coaocellora, tiiedici, and other oiEcers. 

The chamberlain, knights, aaii pages of the prioce 
widow's honschold. 

The priuoety widow herself, with all hor ladles, i 
black sJk mantlefl, their faces covered with hlack taffety d 
lo the Gfes, und accompanied bj their Graces, the Elea'~ 
of Braodcnbnrg and the Duke of Mechleobai'g. 

The princely widow, Iledwig, the bereaved sponse ( 
Erneat Ludovic of blessed memory — who was doomed to 
follow her whole illnstriona race to the grave^conductod 
by Dnke William of Courland, and Hemy of Mangereon, 
ambassador from Brnnswick. 

The Countess vou Eberstien, anil Baroness von Putbna, 
with the ladies in waiting to her Princely Eighuesa. 

Tho noble ladies and maids of hoaonr, amongst whom 
came Diliana Bork. 

Bnrgomastera, sheriffs, and council of the good town of 
Old Stettin. 

Trumpeters aod ilrummevs, as before, and aiiother s 
mastar, cum ckoro, as at the beginning; and so closed I 



And how can I ever forget the lamentations that I 
forth from all the people, as the princely bier approaohe 
. women, children, all sobbed and wept, as if in 
tbw own father lay there, and turned their torches a 
lo Tisn* the blessed body better, from the windows aac 
tm (for mostly all the people carried torches). 
MSDch a lamentation and cry as if no comfort mo 
jaJin them upon earth, only in beaven must they li 
^j add as I stood in the uoal-morkct, leaning my shooU 
it^^Eqft a post, and heard this great cry of a whole peop 
ixAwo the flashing torches all bent upon this one point 
tiiedM^ midnight Behold the bright gold cruciSx on t 
C^^'^iClered as if in the clear light of the snn 

^fleeted from the black concave J 
around t 
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the bier, and all shone and glittered in that radiant circle, 
so that; it was a pleasure and a wonder to gaze upon. 

Thus through sin and sorrow loometh, 
Light of light from God that cometh, 

Shining o'er life's saddest night. 
For His glory ever stayeth, 
On the soul that weeps and prayeth ; 
May the words that Jesu sayeth 

Guide us onward towards that light! 

Amen! 

The procession now returaed again to the castle square, 
and from thence to the chapel. 

Now when the coffin was laid down before the altar, and 
all the twelve knights with their standard gathered round 
it, my esteemed godfather, Dr. Cramer, advanced up the 
nave to the altar, chanting the Eyrie Eleison, and all the 
twelve knights lowered then* standards upon the coffin, and 
beat their breasts, crying out — "Kyrie Eleison I" which cry 
was caught up by the whole congregation, and they like- 
wise — ^nobles, priests, people, prince, peasant, men, women, 
children — all smote their breasts and cried out, ** Kyrie- 
Eleison!" so that my blessed godfather, his voitfe failed 
through weeping, and three time^ in vain he tried to 



After the sermon, the coffin was lifted up and lowered 
into the vault, and the signet-ring of his Highness broken 
by the Land-Marshal, and flung upon the coffin._ But the 
twelve standards were set down by the altar, and the 
Marshal presented his staff to Bishop Francis, now the 
serene and illustrious reigning Duke of Pomcrania ; and the 
Supreme Court-Marshal delivered up the sword, and the 
Chancellor the seals to his serene Highness, and so this 
mournful ceremony terminated. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



^ 



now JOBST 1!0RK MiD HIS LITfLE OAUOHTEE ARE VOItCED 

AT LAST INTO THE "OPOS MAUICUJI." ITEM, HOW HIS 

niGHKESS, DOKK FRANCIS, ATPDINTS CllRlSTIAN LUDECKE 1113 
ATTORNST-QEMERAL, TO BE TVITCa-COMMISSIONKE OF POUB- 



Nuw mj Jobat, gneaaing well what was in store for bim if 
he reinaineil nt tlie ducnl court, ordci'ed liis horses to bt 
ready harnessed by four of the clock, on the moming after 
the faaei'al, that he might get clenr off with his daughter 
before my Lord Dnke knew anything of the matter. But 
his Highness knew better tba.n that, fur jnst as the Knight 
and his danghter were stepping into the coach, four of the 
Duke's eqnerricB sprang tiirth and seized the horses' heitdi, 
while foar pages rnshed down the castle steps, and informed 
the Knight that he mujt accompany them with his daugh- 
ter back to the castle, and np to the private apartment of 
his Grace, for that tbe Duke had a word ta say to bim 
before his departure. What could my Jobst do? "Sa 
niDsC take his Deliana out of the coacb again, and follow 
the pages through the castle np to the Duke's gaartera, 
which were filled with all beautiful things, ststues and 
paintings, &D. from Italy; and his private room wi« 
decorated with the fineat pieces of scnlptnre. So here tbcj 
find his Grace and Dr. Joel seated at a table, with the wine- 
can before them, for they had sat up all night discoursing. 

And when my Jobst enters with bis sour face, holding- 
his daughter by the hand, tbe Duke calls out— 

" Marry, brave vassal, why so sour? I might well look 
Bour, since you and yoni- liitle dnnpbter lately chose to 
play bluid-manVbuff with your lawful Prince, making m 
moek of bim. Bnt 1 pardon yon, and hope you have 
ctHDc ' inwa since. Come, sit down; drink niy 
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health in the wine cup. I trow tbia wine w3t p 
palate." 

But Jothst excnsed bimtelf: "He aeva dnnk lo eiriy.** 
Whereapon the Dnke continaed — 

"Well, as joQ. please; bat, good Jobit, jaa miut be 
harder than a stone, if yon refuae now to assist me in tmd- 
ing this accnrsed witch of Marienfliess, when fan see thi« 
laet evil which she has done, and bow all the weeping land 
monrns for ita Prince. Will yon and yonr little danghter, 
this virgin, not deliver me and mj ancient race from u 
great and terrible a foe? What say ye, brave Jobet? 
Come, sit down beside yoor afflicted Prince, yon and j-onr 
little danghter, and tell me what help and comfort ye mean 
to bring me in my sore grieFand sorrow. Spe^ >Iobst; ah I 
say was ever Prince like onto this Prince — and vet cfaildJeas, 
childless, as we are alii Have pity on my noble, ancient 
race, or, even as he lamented on his death-bed. •Pomefaflia 
will pass in a little while into stranger baodsl' " 

Now my Jobst, wbo had sat down with hit dangbicf On 
a couch near the table, got the dry sheep's-congh in bia 
throat again, and, in his embarassment, snnffed ont the 
candle; bnt, making a great effort, at'last said — 

"Bia Grice moat he resigned, wbo enuhl withstand the 
wiii of God? Vet he mnst say, in all honesty, that he 
bad talked to many persons aboat the matter, and »ame 
said it WIS folly and □onsenge, and there conid be no ri^awin 
In it. Otheta, amongst whom was Dr. Cramer, snld, if not 
folly, yet it was a dangerous business to body and soul, and 
ought not to be attempted." 

Bnt my Jobat grows disturbed, and at last saya, "Well, 
then, I must speak out the tmth. My child 18 not the 
pure virgin whom ye seek. I mean in her thoughts, for 
she has already been betrothed lo a bridegroom." 

At this the Uuke clapped his hand to his forehead and 
sighed: "Then my last hojw has perished?" Item; the 
niagi.'tter was quite thnnderatruck. Bnt Diliana, who blushed 
to her ttnger-ends while her father spoke, xtarted from the 
cODch, seized the hand of my gracioas l.ord. luid ex.cliiimed 

" Be calm, my Lord Duke, my father hath said this but. 
to free me, aa he thinks, from this dungeon bamiieas. 



1 
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even actwnat him I must defend my honour, for in tnitli 
my Bonl has been ever pure from all vain or sinful lusts, 
cren as it ia written (Tobias iii.) And though ray father 
his proposed a bridegroom to me, yet np to this day I 
baie constantly rejected hiin, partly for the sake of my 
poor grandmother, whoafl ghost admonished me, and partly 
tliat I might serve yom- gi-acioua Highness as a pnro and 
honourable virgin." 

This hearing so rejoiced the Dnkc, that he kissed her 
hand; but the fair young virgin, when she saw her father 
rise up and walk hither and thither in great agitation, 
began to weep, and ran to throw herself on hb neol^ sobbing 
forth: "Comfort yourself, dear father, it could not be 
otherwise, for when you uttered such hard words of your 
daughter, what could I do bnt defend my honour, even 
against my own earthly father? Ah, dear father! it was 
the emelest word your little daughter ever heard from yon 
in her life — but one Ktlle kias, and all will be right againi" 

The poor Knight now fairly sobs like a. child, and itt last 
etammers out: "Well then, youmnsl let me be present; 
if the devil takes my child, let him take me too along with 
him. I would rather be with my little daughter in hell, 
than without her in heaven." 

" Good Knight," answered Joel, " that may not be, only 
three can be present, the Duke, your danghter, and myselE 
I handle the intellectual vinculupi or the conjuration. 
Diliana takes the elementai'y vinculum, aa dove's blood, the 
blood of the field-mouse, virgin wax, and the censer, in her 
imre hands, and the Duke holds the astral vmcnium, and 
qaestioua the spirit," 

Slill my Jobst answers: "It may not be, nnless I am 
present." And the strife continued in this wise for s good 
space, until it was at lost agreed upon that the Knight ehonid 
keep watch before the door with his drawn sword dnriug 
the conjuration, and that in autumn, when the sun entered 
Libra they would begin the great work. 

Jobst now rose to take his leave, but his little daughter, 
Diliana, stood awhile silent, then blushed, looked upon the 
ground, and apoko at last: — 

"My Lord Dnke, will yonr Grace make my father 



'and 
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promise upon his knightly word, never to bring tho young 
noble, George Putkammcr, whom, he has destined far i 
husband, into my presence from tliis day forth nulil afi 
1 iiftve questioned the spirit. For I have a liking for tho 
young Knight, and I am but a poor, weak thing, like our 
motlier Eve and all other women, who icnows what thoughts 
might rise in my beait, if I beheld his face or listened to h' 
entreaties? and thon the v/bolo good work would come 
nought, or perchance I might repent it my life long, 
would therefore now rather go to Scraniehl, where I ct 
pray and become Btrong in EpiriC, so that perchance I sliall 
find favour in the sight of the angel of God, aa Hagai' th 
handmaid of Abraham in the desert." 

Then the beautiful child folded her bands, and looked n; 
to heaven with such tmst and innocence, that all wer 
•moved, and the Knight pledged his word to the Doke ; after 
*" 'hich he pressed his little lamb to his heart, and then both 

them left the chamber of his Highness. 

Kow the Dnke at last was joyful, for he had hope in 
work, and fell upon his knees with the magister to 

ly God for mercy upon himself, hia race, and the young 

gin. Item; promised by his honour to seek ont s 
tium all the witches in the laud, that so the kingdom 
God might be built up, and the kmgdom of the prince ot 
this world sink to ruin and utter destruction. And on tho 
following morning, ho sent for Christian Lndeckc (brother 
to the priest who had been bewitched to death) appointed 
him special witch-commissioner of the kingdom, and ba^o 
him search throughout the length and breadth of the laud, 
and wherever he found ouo of these evil and accursed 
sresses, to burn her for the honour and glory of God.* 
Let him show no mercy towards this beU-'brood of Satan, 
the devil lately had become ho powerful evci^whcre, but 
especially in dear Pomerania-land, that, if not prevented, he 
would soon pervert the whole people, and turn them away 
from the pure and blessed evangehcal doctrine. Still he 
mast have them all tried faiiiy before the sheriff's court 
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ere be tortured or bnrned. His brother of blessed menuny 
had too long delayed ihe burabg, tberpfore he most now be 
the more diligent; and. by next antamn, be trusted, with 
the help of God, to be able to bum Sidonia herself.'' 

Hereupoo, my Ludecke wondered much that hia Grace 
ehould be eo confident about buraing Sidooia, bot answered 
bravely; " All should be done as bis Highness wished; for 
since the crael death of his poor brother, the priest, his 
motto was— 'Torture I born I kill I' Bat would to God 
that his Highness could bind Sidonia's Familiar first, for 
he was a powerful spirit, every one said ; and could not this 
learned magister exorcise him? The rumour weot that be 
meant so to do." But tiis Grace rebuked such curiosity, and 
answered coldly; ""He could not tell how the magister 
meant to proceed; but his (Ludecke's) duty lay clear before 
bim, let him do it." 

Hereupon, my Ludecke looked rather confused, and took 
hia leave. And soon after, the witch-bnrniuga began in 
such fearful rise through the land, that in many parishes 
six or seven poor women, yoang or old, innocent or guilty, 
it was all the same — yea, even children of ten to twelva 
years were yearly burned to powder; and by tbe wonder- 
fnl providence of God, it happened that the burnings hegu 
first in Marienfliesa, and ti'niy with one of Sidonia'a friends, 
the old png-ooaed hag of Uuhteuhagen, whom I have men- 
tioned before, and that she ^'iaited Sidonia frequently; Mul 
this was the way of it; — One day, Sidonia beat tbis HBina 
Pug-nose most nnmerclfully with the broomstick, and chased 
her DQt into the convent square, still striking at her, wbioh 
sight, however, the nuns little heeded, for this .ipectaaulwn 
was now so common that they only thanked their stars it 
was not their tnrn, and passed on. Bnt Anna Apenborg 
met her by the well, and as the boiTJble old Png-noae waa 
screeching and roaring at tho top of her voico, and cursing 
Sidonia, she asked, '■ Wbat now 7 — what mled her? — what 
bad Bbe and the lady Sidonia l>een quarrelling about?" 
And some others came up, principally the wenches from tiiB 
kitchen, to hear what nil the roaring was for. Whereupon, 
pug-nose told her etory: " The cursed lady-witch had bid 
Iter lately go to the holy Bacrament, and when she received 
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tbe bloBseil wafer, to take llie same out of ber nionlh pii- 
Tately, anil bring it to ber at Marienfliew, wherenich to 
feed Iter Familiar, wbom xbe ke)jt in tlie form of a toaJ. 
At this biagpbemy slie (Pag-noae) i-emained aileat, for she 
ftared tbo hag aud her anger; bill, on the Sunday, she 
■wallowed the bread, as other Chrietino people; wbereapou 
Sidonia sends for her, pretending she bad spinning to give 
ifaer, bnt no Booner had she entered ibe room, than the ter- 
rible ehe-devil asked for the water; ao she [»nleBBed she 
had sirallowed it. How conJd she commit sucb a horrible 
aacrilege? At tbia, the accursed witch ran at her with the 
broomstick, and beat her all the way down into the cotut. 

This story soon spread ^)ver the conrcnt, attd the prioat'a 
wffe told it to the ftsh-aeller, wlio camo up tliere that da/, 
bi<!diDg bim run to her brother- io-law. Christian Ludecke, 
with the news of ihe laat soruerj going on in the convent. 

This waa a line hearing to tlie witch -oommisabncr, who 
Ksolred instantly to seise Pug-nose, and begin the burnings 
In the parish of Marienflieie, to frighten Sidouia, and keep 
Vitv ia check ontil autumn. Ho lie took the executioDcr, . 
frith all the tortare iustrbments, and a scriba along with 
\liim in the carriage, and set off for Uchtenbageii, where ths 1 
»ld hag dwelt. ' 

(JHAPTKli XIX, 

UUW CHurSTlAN LUDKfKE BEOINS TUK WITCB-BUIlltniOB IK | 

UVRIENFLIEIS, AND LCrS TUB POOR DAIRT'UOTHafl 
HOIllIlnl.t OS THE BACK. 

Now it happened abont this time in Marienfliess that the 
dairy-mother (I have tried to remember her name, bat ia 
Tain, she was daughter to Trina Bergen I know, u is 
uoticetl libra stcundo) aolil a kid to the bailiff, Brose* Bucher, 
f^randsoD of that Jabel Boclter, who was goin); to bam old i 
WoMe years before, which kid soon grew aick and died. I 
Item, the baiiilTs wife had qDarrellcl with the duiry-motber 1 
(ah, if i could remember her name) ab"ut ibe price, t' 
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Gud wifii asanrcd her hnsbflnil the baiiilf, that the daity- 
mother hud bewitched the kid to dcalh out of spite, because 
she wotdd not give her as much 113 she asked for it. This 
be easily credited, and talked of it to the country people, 
and now the old hng mast be im evil witch, her moUier 
indeed ho know had heen in bad repute likewise, for hotv 
bat by iritchcraft could the poor little kid have died off all 
of a Budden. So all the malicious women's tongues were 
set going, with thetr spinning wheels, and this poor worthy 
dairy-mother, whose piety, charity, and kindness I have no- 
ticed already, wae in a few days the common talk of the parish. 

About this time, Bcatos Schact, the convent chaplain 
wa^ summoned to baptize a shepherd's dying child, and be 
had JDSt packed up his book, when be observed through Ae 
window a. wagon, drawn by four horses, coming down the 
Stargard-street, with the sound of shiging from the persons 
within. Foremost on the wagon ait three official lookmg 
person^es, in scarlet mantles, and one of them bears a red 
banner, with a black cross thereon, in bis hand. ISebind 
them are three women bound, and the psalm which they 
chant is the death-psalm — "Now pray we to the Holy 
Ghost." As the priest looks upon this strange sight, bit 
tlalo, uerer seen in Pomerania-knd, the wagon halts close 
by the chnrch wall, and one of the men with the red tnan- 
tlea sounded a trumpet, so that all the people itis to sea 
what was going forward, and the priest rnns likewise. 
Item; all the nnna gather thick at the convent gate, and 
peep over others Bhouldero; for people think it must ba 
l>ickelherriug, or some such strolling mummers come to ex- 
hibit to the iblk daring tlie evening. 

Meanwhile, a peasant obseiTCS that his own sister, Ussel, 
wife to a peasant at Pegelow, was ouc of the three poor 
wi'etches who sat there with bound bands. Whereopon Iio 
springs to the wagou, and aska with wonder — "Ussel what 
brings thee hei-er" Bat, for answex- she only poni-s forth 
teai's and lamentations. However, Commissioner Ludecke 
(for yoa may well guess it was be with his witch-wagon) 
ivould not let them discotu-sc further; hut bid the peasant 
filnud hack, unless lie «islied tlia executioner to seize hiia 
asd tan his Iddo for him; then speaks- 



I 



SIDONIA THIi SOKCEIIESS. 22'i 

Know, good people, tbat om- serene and gracious I'rinco 
and Lord, the illuatvion^ and omineDt Uuke Fraucia George 
of Stettin, PomcriLiLia, having heard tliaC the devil is loose ii 
our dear fathci'land, and carries on liia demon work, especially 
omoDgst the women folk, tempting them into all horrible 
sorceries, filthiness, and ungodly deeds, has appointed me, 
Cliristian Lnkecke, (brother of your late pastor) to be 
witch-commissioner for the whole kingdom, that so I may 
parge the land by £re, bringing these devil's hags to their 
jnst punishment, for the great glory of God, and terror of 
all godless sorcei-esaes, witches, and others in thia or any 
other place. Ye are also to name me the hoaoarablu attor- 
sey-gcueral, which aho I am." 
Hero the pcasaut cried out — 

"But his sister Ussel, who sat there bosad upon the cart, 
IS no witcji, and eveiy cue knew that. Hi^ worship 
might take pity on her tears and let her free. She had a, 
husband, and four innocent little childi'en likewise, who 
would take care of them now?" 

No, no," shouted Ludecko; "true sign that she is a 

h since she howls! Had she a good cousctenco where- 

should she do it? He came to know whether there 

a witch, perchance, nlso in Slarienfliess?" 

Here the bailiff's wife nadged her hufiband in the side 

'ith her elbow, and whispers — " The dairy-mother," hot the 

V>rl would not utter a woi'd. So she screamed out hci'self — 

Aye, there is the dau;y-mother of the pariah, a horrible 

old witch, as all the town knows." 

And here I have just bethought mo of the name of the 
dairy-mother. It was Beuigna Ficht, she was widow of old 
'""icht, the peasant 

At this several voices cried out, "No, no;" but she 
iBcreamed out — 

Yea, yea I it was true; and her mother befoi'o her bad 
hten an evil witch, and bad let witches sit in her cellai^, 
'SO that she most be a witch herself."* 



e 1 



Ii34 SIDOMIA 

Tills pleased the blood-thirsty attorney-general, and be"' 
asked, if the bailiff were present. AuU when my BroM 
stepped forward with a profound bow, Ludocke went on — 

"--Whs thla the case about the d^ry-mother? Was she, 
in truth, an evil witch?" 

Whej'enpoa his mahciong wife nudged him again with 
her elbowa in the eida, tiii he answered — "Aye, the people 

Ludecke continued — "Were there more witches in tha 
pluoo beside the dairy mother?" 

The Telloiv ytas sileut and seemed distni'bed, antil being 
menaced by the commissioDer with »U tempornl and eternal 
pnniahmeat if he spoke not the trnth, my Itrose stepped 
np upon the wheel, and whispered in his car, while he cast 
a frightened glance at the convent gate — 

"Ay, there ia another, one of the convent aietera called 
Sidouia Bork, she is the very devil itself." 

But Lndecke seemed as though he could not believe 

"It was impossible; he had always heard that this lady 
was a model of all goodness, piety, and wisdom, who had 
healed the sheriff himself of some great sickness;" but be 
squinted ail the time over at the convent gate, where the 
black robes were crowding, and then whispered the bfuliff — 
" la Sidonia amongst them think you?" 

My carl sqninted likewise at the gate, then whispered 
hack again in his ear — " No, Sidonia is not there, as far as 

Meanwhile the pastor loci, a simple, timid little man, as 
I have said, got up all his courage, and feeling It to be his 
duty to defend liis parishioner, the poor dairy-mother, 
advanced to the wagon, saying — 

" Would his worship the lord attorney-general permit 
him a few words. He was the priest of the parish, had 
married the widow of his late brother, as no doubt his 
worship had heard by letters from his dear spouse. His 
duty compelled him to take the pait of this pour dairy- 
woman, whoae charaeier evil tongues had blackened to his 
worship, for she was the most pious person in all the 
pariah, and every evening broiiglit her spinning along 
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It other pions wotnca to his house, to hear the hiesi 
word of God, and be EKarained in the catechism — 
one who knew her pious, honest life coald i 
this of her." 

"So roach the more likely she is a witch," cried Ludecke; 
" they are all hypocriies. Look at that pious and honest 
trio ill the cart, how they cast down their eyea nnd look so 
innocent, and yet they were three of the vilest witches ; for 
what made them look down, if it were not their evil eoa- 

Now it happened, that just then old WoldacaniB iimpiag 
by, with a new hroom which she Jiad bought in [he to' 
for Sidonia, no doubt to lay ander the table, &s she « 
wont; M) Brose whispered — 

" Yea, yea, there was one hobbling by with the biBor __ 
and she was the worst of all, Sidonia'a acrvant, old Wolde." 

Wherenpon the commissioner thought within himself, 
bow could he terrify Sidonia more than by seizing her maid, 
and Bending her to the rack and the atake. So he bid th| 
executioner lay hold on that lame hag with the broom, a. 
fling her into the cart along with the others. This i 
Boon done; for, thoagh old Wolde made some resistanoj 
and screeched and roared, yet she was thrown down npoE 
the gi'ound, bound, and fiuug into the nest in spite of all 

Anna Apenhorg saw all thia from the convent gate, and, 
to make &iends with Sidonia, she ran to the refectory with 
the news of Ludecke's doings. "Wherenpon Sidonia, who 
knew the coward knave well, seized her broomstick and 
ran down the steps, beating the nuns right aad left aboat 
the ears, who were gathered thick and black around the 
gate, BO that they all flew screaming away, and then pre- 
sented herself, glowing with fury, and braodiahing her 
broomstick, to the eyes of the terrified Lndecke, whereat 
all the four hags cried out from the wagon — 

" Help U3, Lady Prioress ! Help iw, 
Prioress!" 

And Sidonia screamed in answei', " 1 come, I G 
wung her broomstick and called out — '"Wait, tbon ac 
[nill-driver, waitl" 

Bat my Ludeclte no sooner saw her rushing at binit, j 



UpiDg 

"1 

I'ooifli^l 

idlhfi^ 
1, ai^H 

tano^H 






236 SlUOSU TUZ SOJJCERKSS. 

lier thin, white hiuv flying about her TaM, than lio ji 
from ibo cart, aud took to his heels £0 fast that notbia<, 
conld be seen of him through the dnst he raised, bnt the 
bright nails of hb shoes, as he ECampcrcd away to the 
furze bashes. Item; followed the scriha, and lastly the 
executioner, to the great suiusemeut of the iMimmou folk, 
who staod rouni! the wagou, and uow laughed and gibed at 
the authorities. Then the aforementioned peasant jumped 
upon the cart, aad cut the cords that bonnd his Bister, 
Ussel, and the others. Whereat they likewise took to their 
Leels and went hither and thither, to hide themselves id tlia 
wood, while old Wolde returned ctiltidy with Sidonin to tho 
convent, and two of tho hags got clear off, snd were fed 
b7 their kinsfolic, I lake it, for luooths in the pits and 
hollow trees where they had sheltered themselves, for never 
a trace could Lndecke get of them more, though he searched 
day and night in every village, and honse, and nook, and 
comer. But Png-nose, who was half blind with flight, in 
place of fanning away, run straight up into tho very mouth 
of the executioner, who was crauchiug with the der!t his 
master behind a thorn bush. 

Eh, how she roared when Mitster Hansen Etretched out 
hia arm and caught hold' of her by the ooatl Then ho 
bound her again, and so she was earned to the sheriff's 
house, for Ludccko had set np Ms quartci'^ with Sheriff 
Sparling, and that aame day he resolved to open the criminal 
commission nomine sercniasima with Pug-nose, 

Sanima. — Tho hag confessed npon the rack, to Sidonia 
being a witch, and named several other women besides. 
So my Ludecko has to ivrite off for another CKeentionei' and 
seven bailiffs, fearing his own would have more work oa 
their hands than they could do. And eveiy day messengers 
were dispatched to Stai-gnrd with bundles of iudictmeuts 
and writs,- And in the sheiiff's-court, day after day, there 
was nothing but trying witches and coudemniug them, and 
torturings, aud bm'nings. And though many saved them- 
selves by flight, and othera got off witli oidy a sharp 
reprimand, yet in four weeks no less than four wi'otchcd 
burned close by Sidnnia's <friDdaw, to that she 
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And Fug-nose iraa the first whom the blood- tliirsty fcnavo 
ordered to ba bnmed (I aay nothiag ngainst that, for it ia 
all right and according to law), but the bloodboand went 
rather beyond the law sometimea, thinking to terrify Sidonia, 
for it was the custom to build n sort of little chamber at 
top of the pile within which the wretched victims were 
bonnd, so that they could be atifled by the amoke before 
the fliLmea reached them. But he would allow of no little 
chamber, and had a stake erected on the summit of the pile, 
ronnd wiuch an iron cham was fastened, aud to the end of 
tbia chain the miserable criminal: and truly many hearts 
were moved with pity when Pug-nose was fastened to the 
stake, and the pile was lit, seeing how she ran right and 
left to escape the flames, with the chain clattering aft«r her, 
in her white death-shift, stitched with black, which Sidonia 
gave out she made for her out of pure Christian charity — 
acrenming horribly all the while, till finally the fire blazed 
np over her, and she fell down a, blackened heap. 

Three weeks afler, three more women were burned apon 
three separate piles, on the sauie day, and at the same 
honr, striught in view of Sidonia'a window; and they like- 
wise each one, were bound to the chain, and their screams 
were heard plainly as far as Stargard. And for four milea 
round, the smell of roast hnman flesh was plainly perceptible, 
which, as every one knows, has quite a difterent odour from 
any other burned flesh. Yet the death of the poor dairy- 
mother was still more honible if possible, and though it 
may well make my teara to flow again> yet I will relate it 
But tears here, tears there, what will it help? 

So to begin: — 

My worthy father-in-law, JL Bcutziua, formerly conrt- 
cbnplain, but who hid lately been made general-aaperinten- 
dent, by Duke Francia, for the reason before-manlioned, went 
about this time to attend the synod, at the tittle town of 
Jacohsbagen; and on hia way borne, iu the morning abont 
eleven o'cloek (foe he had slept at Stargard), while passing 
the court-house at Marienfliess, had his attention attracted 
by two yonng peaaant girls, who were standinj 
window wringing their hands aud screaming aa 
as if the world itself were going to be destroyed. 
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He stopped his coacli instantlj, listened, and then lib- 
tinctly heard groins proceeding from the little room ; but 
the sound was ao bolloir and imnatnral, that two pigs that 
were rooting up the earth near him, Lfted up their snouta. 
As soon as they heard it, they started off in fright, then 
stopped and stood listening and trembling in the distance. 
So toy worthy father-in-law called oat, while his hair stood 
on end with terror, " Cliildren, for the love of God, what is 
the matter?" But the poor girls, for their sobbing and 
weeping, conhl utter nothing but "Our mother! onr poor 
motherl" Upon which he sprang from the coach, advan- 
ced closer, and asked: "What ia it, poor girls? what has 
happened?" 

"Oh, sirl" answered one at laat, "our poor innocent 
mother has been lying two whole hours on the rack within 
there, and the savage knaves won't leave their breakfast to 
come and release her!" 

So the good man looked sbudderingly ihrongh the win- 
dow, and there beheld the unfortunate dairy-mother lying 
bound half naked upon a plank, eo that her white hur 
swept the ground. And her hands were bonnd roand her 
neck, and under each arm lay a coal-pan, from which a bine 
flame ascended as if sulphur were burnmg therein, so that 
her arms were burned quite black already. 

"My GodI where ia the executioner?" screamed my 
father-in-law, and when the gii'l sobbing, pointed to the 
tavern, the old man ran off as quick as he was able the 
whole way to the place, where the executioner and his 
fellows sat by the beer-jug, laughing and making merry. 
And when he an'ived, the old man's breath was well nigh 
gone, and he could scarcely tell of the horrors he had seen 
and heard; bat when ho bad ended, the execntioner 
answered he conld not help it. "His worship, the attorney- 
general, was at breakfast likewise at the court-house, aikd 
had the keys. When he was done he would send for them." 
The worthy priest then ran back again all the way l^om 
the tavern to the court- liunae, aa quick as he could, but 
stopping his curs the while as he came nearer, not to hear 
the groans of the poor daiiy-mother, and the screams of her 
daaghters, who waf ' -4*'''™ *"<^ thither round the 
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rails. B3 if indeed the wretched girls hid qnite lost their 
Ind at last he reachod the sheriff 'a qnarler, where 
aaother kind of roaring sainted his ears — I mean the shouta 
0d laughter of the dranken noisy crow witliin. 

For the ferocious blood-honmi, ChrisiaaD Lndecke. had 
Bvited friends over from Old Stettin, and there they ail 
at. Sheriff Sparling too, amongst thora, ronnd the table 
.ke coupled bounda, for a fine metal wire had been passed 
hrougb all their ears as they sat drinking, go that none 
Ktnid go away without having his car torn by the wire. 
Or if one of the beastly drunken pigs swelled so much, that 
fell under the table, and hia ear tore in coDBeqnence, it 
u a sonrce of great langhtcr and merrinient to the other 

When the old man beheld thia. he thought that between 

ief. anger, and horror, be would have fallen to the ground. 

id for a long while ho stood gazing at the Ecene, enable to 
a word, whilst they roared to him to take his place, 

id shoved the wine-can over: " Dut he mnst have hia ear 
l^rced first like the others;" for the good old Jawa were in 
here, and he mast drain the cup at a draught till hia 
kreath was gone, and his two cheeks remained full — this 

IS the true Pomeranian draught. 

At this beastly proposition, the pioas prioet crossed him- 
self, and at last got out the woi-da — "Mercy for theoriminall 
mercy for the poor dairy- moth erl" 

At this, the attorney-general. Christian Lndecke, clapped 
his hand upon hia forehead, exclaiming, *' 'Fore Qod, it is 
true, I liave let that cursed hag lie on the rack these two 
hours. 1 forgot all about her. Send to 
and bid liim release her. Let her rest for to-day." 

"And yoa could forget a fellow-creature thus I" 
claimed the pricat, with indignation. " Oh I yon are more 
BRvage than a heathen, or the very brate beasts there 
vitbont, who trembled at the groans of the poor martyri 
yea, hell itself conld not be more merciless!" 

'■ What, tliou cursed parson 1" cried the commissioner, 
starting from his seat in fniy. But joat then, as ho sprang 
up, the wu'e tore through his ear, and the red blood flowed ^ 
down upon his fine white rufi; wbcrent the Others bDlBt J 
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out into a yell oF lioglilci', wliich increascJ t'le villido'B 
fury ton times more. 

" Now the (iainiied hag should stay on the rack till night. 
What did people mcAn coming with begging prayers for the 
devil'a brood? As well pray mercy for the devil himadf — 
the reverend parson was very tender abont hb friends the 
witches." At which he langhed bo lond that the roof rang, 
and all the others roared in chorns. 

Bat the priest replied gravely: "I shall repeat every 
word yon have nttered to his Highness the Dnke, with a 
statement of how I fonnd ye all employed, nnlesa thia in- 
stant yon give orders to release the dairy -mother," 

" Never I never!" shontcd the blood-honnd, and atmck 
the table tiil the glasses rang. " What is it to thee, 
damned priest? I am witch- commissioner of Pomerania; 
and liis Highness expressly charged me to show no mercy 
to these cnrsed devil's hags, therefore, I am ready to answer 
to God, the Prince, and my conscience, for what I do." 

However, my worthy father-in-law had scarcely left the 
room, sighing deeply at his nnsuccessfal mission, when the 
eoward despatched his sci-iba with the keys to release the 
dairy-mother; hnt it wag too late — the horrible agony ,hid 
already killed her; and when the hands of the corpae were 
unbound, both arras fell of themselves to the ground, ont of 
the sockets,* 

* Such Eccnes of sutanlc cruelty and beastly debandi, mloglHl 
togethiiF trith the pniceedfngs of justice, were very freiiuont during 
tfaa witch-trials. IIow would it rpjoii^o mo i^ upon conteiti plating Om 
pTfsent age, I could exclaim ivitli my wholo hpnrt,— " Wlint pci^[i«- 
^on — infiolte progreaaion — in mannera and hamaaitjl" But, sImI 
□nr modem laws, with their wDmoimh feebleness, and aenUinsatil 
whimpering ton quite oa muclt against a lofty and nobla j MUce ■■ 
those of earlier times, by thdc tyranDicnl and CHnnibal ferocity. And. 
^ now, as then, conacisanc is appealed to as thesKcnae for all. Oh! 
consdence, consdeoce ! how wilt thon answer fot all that ia laid Dpon 
thee I Tg-d^, for eicample, it ia a triumpUal denial of God and thy 
SaviDQc Jcana Christ : a orirao at which a Ludecfce would have shud- 
dered, even aa wo abndder now at hla ; and yet no aenae of sliame «■ 
disqoietado aeems to pass over theo, allbnngh by the Word of God thy 
crlmeiaathonaaDd-fbld greater than hla. Matt. xii. 31 ; John vlil.24i 
Ephra. V. B. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

fWSAT 8ID0HIA HAID TO THESE DOINua. — ITEM, WHAT OUB 
LOUD GOD SAID; AND, LASTLT, OP THE MAGICAL EXPEKl- 
t PEHFORMED UPON GEOUGE FUTKAMMER AND UlLIANMf 
H OLD STETIIN. 

UNK my blood-bonnd gained his end at last refipecting 
Sidonia; for truty a terrible anguish fell npon her — a fore- 
taste of that hell-aDgulsli she woiUd one day Buffer, I take 
it; yet she only betrayed this tenor by the disquietude of 
her bearing, and the uneasiness which she exhibited day 
and night; item, thi-ongh an morease of her horrible hypo- 
crisy, which grew more flagrant than ever; for now, 
standing or going, her eyea were turned up to heaven, and 
three or four tunes a day she compelled the nans to attend 
prayers iu the cfaapel. Yet when the uewa was brought 
her, that the coward knave, Christian Ludeckc, had estolled 
her virtues biniaelf to the bailiff, Brofic, she concluded that 
he meant nothing serious with her. However, she con- 
tinued sending Anna Apenborg diligently to the siierifi''a 
house, to pick np all the gossip she could from the servants 
and others. Aid at length Anna brought word, that a 
maid at the court-house said, the scriba said, in confidence, 
that bis Grace of Btettin said, Sidonia should be burned 
nest autainn. 

When Sidonia heard this, she tnmed aa pale as a corpse, 
snd her breath seemed stiflmg, but, recovering herself aoon, 
attempted to smile, tmned up her eyes to heaven, and, 
sighing, said, " He that walketh innocently, walketh surely" 
(Prov. X. 9). And then rang for the nuns to go and pray 
iu the chapeL Yet that same day, wheu she heard of tlie 
fearful death of the dairy-mother, she turned her hypocri- 
tical month to another tnue, raged, and stormed, and abused 
the blood- tbii'Sty savage of a commissioner, who had let the 
most pious person of the whole parish die so horribly on 
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the i-ack; then bid the whole chapter aasomblo in her n&A,. 
to state the matter to bis HighDcaa, for if thcae evii doiDga 
ivent on, not even tbe niosC innoceut atuoogsC them was 
E^ifti from a like bitter death. 

Wherenpon Anna Apenborg. who had grown ihe bravest 
of alt, sinCQ !>hB foand that Sidoiim conld not dn without 
her, said: " 3iiC, gracious Lady Piioresa, you yourself ac- 
cused the dairy-mother of witchcraft, when yuu came back 
from Stettin, and found the poor priest in hia coffin!" 
which impertioeoce, i:owever. my hag so resciilec}, that abe 
hit Anna a blow on the mouth, and exclaimed id great 
wrath, "Take that, for thy impndeQce, thoa daring peasant 
weoeh!'' But, ealmirig bcraelf in a moment, added, " Ak, 
good Anna, is it not huraan to err? — have yon never bem 
decMved yonrseif ?" 

Summa. — The nims must write and sign. Wherenpon 
my Lndecko, out of fear of Sidonia's revenge, withdrew to 
Saatxig, after the death of the dairy-mother, from thence to 
Dolltz, Pyritz, and ao on, still faithful to hia motto: " Tor^ 
tiirel burn! kill I" for Le found as many witchea as be 
pleased in every place; so that the executioner, Cnrt 
Worger, who. When ho first arrived at Marieafliess, \t6tt 
nothing but a sorry grey mantle, now appeared decked Mt 
tiko a noble, iti a bright scarlet cloak; item, a hat ifith A 
red fe.ither, a buff jerfein, and jack-boots with gilded spnfi; 
QEither would he sit any longer on ibo eart with tlie 
witches, but rode by the side of the coram iasioner, on a jst- 
black horse, which carried a red flag between its oat's-, flnil 
hia drawn swoi'd rested upon his shoulder. Thus they 
proceeded tlirongh the laud; aud upon entering a town, 
the execuljoner always struck up a Psalm, in which not 
only the attorney -general and bis secretary freqnen^y 
joined, but also the wretched witches themselves who Mt 
in the cart. 

And thongh the Dnko received coniplaiuls daily, not 
only from the priest BeatEins. and the convent, bnt froffl 
every town where the special eopimission was held, of thO 
honible cruelties practised and permitted by his Gracfl^S 
otBclals; yet the Duke remained firm in his deturminatioffl 
l,jiy iheso or auy means ; tur wbat«i 
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ihe ftroeiooH blood- hound, Lti^ecke, prated to his Highness, 
tlie Dnke beliered, and thtreforB woald say nothing against 
any of im ucts. Bat onr Lord God had a, great deal 
J siiy against them; for obaervo all the aigna and won- 
: that appenred about this time throngb different 
irta of the land, which bronght many a one to seriona 

First, aome women, who were cooking meal and peaae 
PyritB, fonnd the aeas ehatiged into hlood; buked 
fclread, likewise, the same. Ajid a like miricle happened 
^»t Wriezen also, for the deacon, Caspar Rohten, preached 
a sermon on the occasion, which has since been prmted. 
Item, at StraJsnnd there was a red rain — yea, the whole 
sea had the appearance a^ if it were tamed into blood; 
and EOrao think this was a foreshadowing of the great and 
eal hlood-rain at Prague; and of all the evils which after- 
^^Sarda fell npon our whole German fatherland. Next 
he news was hronght to court, that, at the same hoai', on 
Ic same night, strange and snpernatnral voices were heili'd 
E the following places, in Pomerania: — 

1. W-edderwil!, a honse, as every one knows, close to 
Ifrahmehl, and the birth-place of Sidonia. 

2. E-ggesiu, a town near Uckermand, at the other end 
f Pomernnia. 

. H-ohenmoeker, near Deinmin. 
4, P-yritz, the town where the witch-hnrninga bad raged 
t crnelly. 
' 5. O-derkrag, close to his Grace in Stettin. 

~. M-anenflieaa, where Sidonia defied man, and hlaa- , 
ihemed God, and organised all the evil that fell npon the 
ad. 
Now when the Doke read this accoant he was filled with 
■, that heaven itaelf shonld cry, "Woe;" for when he 
ilaced the initial letters of each town together, he observed, 
ti his dismay, that they read; '■ Weh Pom — "" Yet as 
he last syllfthle, mern, waa wanting, the Dnko comforted 
dniself, and thonght, " perhaps it Is the other Pomerania, 
(There my consul Philip Jnlios rules, over which God I 
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T * .i^iS^iciDS— people always wrote Pommern, 

h' h '^j t^^ ^y ^'''^ *'*** All-raorcifnl God showed 

hit ^ f^*'"^?'^''^^^ "^"^ '"' "'^'' "^ ^ ""*"' "^^ '■''^ 

/ €r''^^t,a house, whereby to boild it np and make 
■ ^^^f»gain. To this, faith he clnng in his sore 
f^i^jjfootor Joel further comforted him about the 
' i*^ 'fft'S ^''^' ''^ would assuredly tell him what the 
^^Jffted, and this tn in particolar, which was kept back 
*S* (hB word Pomerania, But the magister knew right 
^^^ many others, though they would not tell the Duke 
"rjat the Lord God had spelled tba word correctly; for 
.J Etiaie in the Wendisob and Polish tongues is Pomorawa, 
pelt with i)ut one m, and raeaua a land lying by tba sea, 
^d therefore many of the old people still wrote Pomem for 
pommeni. Had the Duke, however, as well as bis princely 
brothers, heard of the awful appearances which accompani^ 
the voices iu every place, methioka they would have des- 
paired utterly. For the clouds gathered themselves into 
forms resembling each of the four princely Dukes in sncces- 
sion, as like as if a painter liad drawn them upon the sky; 
thence they were, each lying on bis black bier, from east to 
west, in the clear moonlight of heaven. 

And his Highness, Duke Francis, was the first, lying on 
his bier, with bis hair combed a la Nazereiie, as was iat 
custom, and his face turned to the moon, behind which be 
presently disappeared. 

Next came Duke Udalricos, and his ftice was so distinct 
that it seemed cut out of paper, lying there in his coffin; 
and he, too, sank behind tho moon, and was seen no 

I'hilip Julius of Wolgast was the thh-d, and the blessed 
irioou shone bright upon \u3 \Aac1& moustache in the coffin; 
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and, iMtly — woe, alasl VVherenpon niglit and ilaiknoss 
fell upon the sky.* 

But theao tearfii! signs were as carefully concealed fiora 
Highnesses as if the whole people had conspired to 
•,p the secret; besides, the fignrcs were not observed at 
iry place where the voices sonnded. However, Doctor 
Toel himBelf came to the conclusion, in hia owu mind, that, 
tfter these open declarations from heaven, it would be qaito 
useless to consnlt the angel. Nevertheless, to cnlm the 
mind of the Doke, he resolved to go through with the con- 
juration if possible, at least he might bind the hcll-dragoH 
'cf Matieufliess, and save others from her evil apells, if even 
■"le Duke and hb Ulustrions race were ah'eady doomed. 

having cast Sidonia'a nativity, he foand that the 
which alone her powerful e^^ spirit or Familiar 
coald be hound, coincided exactly with that in which the 
BDn-angel might be made to appenr; thnx, the helpless hag 
could be seized at Marienfliess without danger or difficulty, 
at this precise honr and moment. So he determined to 
commence hts coujaration at once by tbc magical blood- 
lettmg, and for this puipose wrote the following letter to 
Diliana, with which hia Highness instantly despatched a 
iraemanto Stramehl: — 

t t t 

Noble and pure VirtGrii, — Having found, ex navitale Sidonia, 
'fliat it IB ]ias5il)1e to bind l;er eriJ spirit joaC at Uie moment in which 
'' three stand wiQun the circle to gnustiaa the Bun-BUgel, wo must , 
out B htavo youth in MariflnflieBa whom you trust, and who by ■ 

ro is K) sympatiictical with you, that he will experience liio ume 

BtnsationB in till body while there, prceisely at the same moment in 
which they are excited in you st Old Stettin. Thia can be accom- 

* Latin note of Bogialaff XIV. — " Tune ep) ipse, nonne? hoc nobi» 
luralicibua bene tacitumitstc noUrumcohibitum ett; Elector Brandea- 
burgiai saue oDinia lapiet!" (Then I mrself— is it unt soi This waa 
kept Bwrat from us unfortunates. The Elector of Brandenburg will 
rob all.) Then in German he added; — "Yet the Lord is my light, 
of whom then shall 1 be afraid ? Ah, that my poor soul, in truth, 
rest«d calm la lieaveni For I am ready to bo ofTered up like St. faul 
(meaniDK through Wallenatein): ' Would that the lime of my depar- 
ture were at hand!' — 8 Tim. ir. 0, Tea, eomo and take toy '"""' ' 

Qeorge of DrandcDburgh, I im wearv of ttiis Ijlb." 





..OllSir''^ 19lb June, lOlS. 

ThU Jetter grieved the yonng virgin, for she saw 
jotffster would not cease liis importunities. Ncvertb ' 
to abow tier obedience to iiis Higlmesa, tmd by the s 
of her cousin Bastien, slie consented to nndertake the jour- 
ney. Bastien likewise ofi'ereii willingly to go throngh the 
ipa^ bleeding along with her, but the maideo declineil, an^ ■ 
wrote privately to Greorge Putkatiitncr at Paasin the ( ' 
lowing letter : — 



" Be it known to _'-ou. Sir Knight, that hia Hiphness 
aaUdtei my aid in a mighty magic-work, and desired ■ 
yaaUi in wbnni I tmat, thit mngister Joel nr GrypswAld n 
' ■ ■ fcding upon as Imth. So I haTB eeh " " 

a meet yon on St. .lolm the Baptist's d»y, liy & 
orenooQ, at the eustle nf Old Stfiftio. But my H 



dedjfl thercfbi 

the cloct in the forenoon, at th 
or Saattig is (o know nothing 
neither to look upon me, nur i 
msrriagey whether wa he alone i 
hoDOur and noble nature. 
" Stramehl, 22d July, 1B18. 



It^; and you muA p 
In this I fruat to yourki 



So on the appointed day Biliana arrived at the castM 
Stettin, and bia Highnees was I'ejoiccd to ecc Ler, and )) 
the raagifter, Joel, himself to bring all eorts of daintiesl 
her reti'eabincnt, in order that the laciiueya might not | 
coming in and ont, spyiag at what was going on. 
immediately after, the conrt-marehal (lung open the d 
second time, and my yonng Knight appeared — many, 1 
handsome he looked— -dressed just like a bi'idegroom I 
wore a buff doublet, with sleeves of blac satin, bordered w 
Boarlet velvet; aoarlet hose broidered in gold — itei 
nlsh boots with gold spnrs, and round his throat a 
the finest lace — item, I'ufilL's of the same. So with bis I( 
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sword bj his side he entered, carrying his plumed beaver in 
his hand; and truly he blushed up to his very ears when he 
beheld Diliana seated there in her pomp and beauty, and he 
stammered and cast down his eyes upon his boots when the 
Puke addressed him, so that his Highness grew provoked, 
and exclaimed: — 

*' What the devil, young man I have you an evil con- 
science? Can you hot look any one straight in the 
face?" 

At this the young knight lifted his eyes boldly and fixed 
them upon his Grace, answering haughtily: — "My Lord 
Duke, I can look the devil himself straight in the face, if 
need be; but what is this comedy which you are about to 
play with me and this young maiden?" 

This speech offended his Highness. " It was no mum- 
ming work they had in hand, but a grave and serious 
matter, which, as he did not understand, the magister would 
explain to him." 

So my magister began, and demonstrated the whole opiJLS 
tlieurgicum ; but the knight is as unbelieving as Jobst, and 
says : — 

" But what need of the angel? Can we not do the busi- 
ness ourselves? My Lord Duke, it is now eleven o'clock; 
give me permission, and by this hour to-morrow morning 
Sidonia shall be here in a pig-sack. And long ago I would 
have done this of myself, or stabbed, her with my dagger for 
her late evil deeds, if your Grace had not forbade me so to 
do at the burial of our gracious Lord, Duke Philip H. The 
devil himself must laugh at our cowardice, that we cannot 
seize an old withered hag whom a cowboy of ten years old 
would knock down with his left hand." 

To which his Highness answered: "You are fool-hardy, 
young man, to esteem so lightly the power of her evil spirit ; 
for know that it is a mighty and terrible spirit, who could 
strangle you as easily as he has murdered others, for all 
your defiant speeches I Therefore we must conquer him by 
other means; and for this reason I look with hope to the 
appearance of the angel, who will teach us, perhaps, how to 
remove the spell from my illustrious race, which Sidonia's 
inhuman malice has laid on them, making them to perish 



3j8 

siDosu Tim soin-'K'''^^- 

jiiMlw, oir (be fa<y of Urn 'W'''- ^^ ""^ y^" ="' 

» '*a:ag lier. how ii-o;iU (*'» ''^P ? She Would r 

mr»If by Funding tAere ■'«''' »nd f'lte hb n corpse, a 
*wiid taooer be bnnied i*' the stake than apeak one n - 
tint wotiM ntmovo iJiis great calamity fifm onr houee." 

Then Uie Knight said, "Ho wocll never consent that 
piTuina fihouW rnn lie great daneer of citing a spirit." 

Which, wbeii the mwden heard, she grew as red as {he 
fOUDg Knight when he first entereti, and qaid with a gravo 
in<) haughty mien:— 

.■Sr Knij{ht, who gave you any right over my words or 
troita? There may be other men in whom I place trost as 
well ■' y"' "'^^ Bpcak but another word of the like naluro, 
wiJ X wilt prove it to yon by my acts." 

aurry, that was a slap on the month to my young Knight, 
who grow ** I'ed aa si^arlet, and cast down his eyes npon 
hb boots, while M. Joel began to demonstrate tho magio 
blood-letting to them aa followa: — 

" See here, young Knight, and you, fair virgin, here are 
two litllo boxea of white ivory, of the same siza and weight; 
ud sse, within each of them is suspended a little magnet, 
both cnt from the one loadstone, and round in a circle ars 
bH the letters of the alphabet. Now, let each of you tako a 
little box, carry it delicately, and by its help yon can con- 
TOBO with each other thongh you were a hundred miles 
teaH. This syrayatby between j-on is established by means 
(f the magic blood-letting. I mal<e an beision in each of 
jour arms, placed together in the form of a cross, then touch 
^ Knight's wound with the blood of the virgin, and tho 
^Itgin's with the blood of t)ie Knight, so will yonr blood ha 
'jingled; and then, if one of you press the wound on the 
pi, the othei' will feel the same pressure sympathetically 
p the arm at the same instant, though ye be ever so fat 
pnoved from one another. Now suppose that you, f ' 
jtfden, feel a pressure suddenly on the wound in your m 
jSa place tho magnet box thereon, and the needle will pt 
*p^ itself, by sympathy, to the letlera nccessaiy fo foro 
''^Wd, which wonl will he the same aa that found by! 
ttSiguet of tho Kuiglit, who will likewise have tho bo^l 
^ onn at tho same moment ; thus yucan read each otw' 
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ilioughta iastantaneonaly, and this results entirely from the 
laws of ajmp8thy, as described by the renowned Abbot 
Johannes Tritheinias, and Hcrcniea de Sonde. 

To all tbis my Knight made no anawcr, bot seemed 
nnch disturbed. However, the magistor ordered him to 
retire into the next chamber and remove bis doublet. Item, 
lie bade the jonug muden likewise, to take oS her robe, 
Beeing that the sleevea were very tight. It was a blue ailk 
boddice she had on, trimmed ronud the bosom with gulden 
fringe, and a mantle of yellow silk embroidered in violets 
and gold. Now the m^den waa angry at first with the 
magister for his request, but langbed afterwards, when she 
" t of Dorothea Stettin, and her absurdities with the 
doctor. 

So she said, "Here, cut open my sleeve, it matters not. 
I have more dresses with me at my lodging." This my 
magistcr does immediately, and draws forth the beautiful 
tnn white as a snowtiake, throws the sleeve back upon the 
shoulder, and places Diliana with her face turned towards 
jthe window, on a scat which Ids Highness, the Date, laid 
Jbr her himself, while he exclaimed earnestly, "Now, 
iDiliano, guard thy aonl well from any evil thoughtl" 

Hereupon the poor young virgin began to weep, and 
Bald: "Ahl my Lord Duke, I have indeed need to pray for 
Bnpport, but I will took up to the Lord my Saviour, whoso 
W^engtfa is made perfect in my weakness. Now the young 
Khight may come, bat let me not see faim." 

On this, the raagiater called in the young man, and sat 
^lim on the same seat with Diliana, but back to back. 
fhen he stepped to one side, and looking at them, said; 
f Eh, my Lord Duke, see the beautiful James's head. That 
I luck. Pity that the younkcr has no beard I 
Yonng man, yon have more hair on your teeth than on 
ytur chin, I take it.' Why do yon not scrape diligently; 
ahall I give you n receipt?" 

But the Knight made no answer, only gi'ew red for shame. 
"Whereupon my magister loft off jesting; and taking the 



* 
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young man's arm, laid it upon thd maiden's, in the form of 
a cross, then opened a vein in each, murmuring some words, 
while the blood -stream poured down into two silver cups 
which were held by his Highness, the Duke. 

But, woe I my Knight sinks down in a dead faint off his 
side of the couch to the ground. Which, when Diliana 
heard, she springs up with her arm still bleeding, and 
exclaims : " The Knight . is dead I Oh, save the Knight I" 
Then the poor child wept. "Ah, what will become of me? 
What is this you mean to do with us?" 

So the magister gave over the young Knight to the care 
of his Highness, who hel^ a smelling-flask to his nose, while 
Dr. Joel took some of his blood and poured it into Diliana's 
arm, after which he bound it up. And then, when the 
young Knight began to recover, she hastened, weeping, out 
of the apartment, saying, " Tell the Knight not to touch hia 
arm. When there is necessity I shall press mine. Fare- 
well I Gracious Lord Duke, and help me day and night with 
the sixth petition in the Lord's Prayer!" And she would 
not return, though the Duke called out after her, " A word, 
— one word I" Item, M. JoeL " Bring a shift with you that 
belonged to your grandmother! Nothing can be done 
unless you bring this with you !" She hastens on to the inn, 
and when the Knight recovered sufficiently to follow after 
her, behold there was her carriage already crossing the 
Oder-bridge, which so afflicted him, that the tears poured 
from his eyes, and he cursed the whole world in his great 
love-agony, particularly his Grace, the magister, and the 
ghost of Clara. For to these three he imputed all the 
grievous vexations and misfortunes he endured with regard 
to the fair maiden. 

Yet he lived in hope that she would soon press her 
wounded arm, and thus establish a sympathy of thought 
between them. So he set spurs to his horse and rode back 
again to his good castle of Pansin. 



OHAPTER XXT. 



OF THE AWFUL A 



N-AKQEL, OCH. 



^T last the blessed anttimn arrived, and fonnd mv Ludecks I 
tA\l tortnring and bnmiDg, and Sidonia stiil practiaing her | 
■rvil sorceries npon man and beast, of which, however, it I 
Vonld be tu^sorae hfre to notice all the particulars. And 1 
p on the ! 1th day of September, Jobst and his fair daaghter 
arrived at Old Stettin, where the Knight again tried t 
remonstrate with his Highness about the conjoration, hot 
, witbont any sncceas, as we may easily suppose. Therenpon 
the Doke and the magifiter commenced a discipline of 
Item, every day they bad magie hatha, and this 
Miitinaed np to the miduighc of the 22d day, when they at 
resolved to begin the great woik, for the sun entered 
I that year on the 23d day of September, at twenty 
iQQteB after 2 o'clock, a.>i. 

f So they ail throe pnt on garments of virgin-white Jinen, 

i Diliana drew over hers a shift which had belonged to 

ar grandmother of blesae<i»memoiy, Clara von Dewitz, for 

a had not omitted to bring one with her, having searohed 

_ n* it with great diligeace. Then she said to the magiater, 

"'Hnch do I wish to ask tlie angel, whereforo it is that God 

gives SQcb power to Satan upon the earth? No man bath. 

yet answered me on this point May I dare to ask the angel?" ' 

Herenpon he answered, " She might fearlessly do it, he 

Jiaahimsoifeurions." Sotheyconveraed,and,meautimeplaced I 

Htos on theu- heads, made likewise of virgin linen, with tho 

^Btly Tetmgrammaton* booad thereon. Then the magbter 

HnJag a hazel-wand in hia right hand, placed the magic 

^Wle npon his breast with the left, which circle was made 

of parchment, and carved all over with magic characters, 

and taking ap his book, bade the Duke bear the vinealuia 

of the beaveuly bodies, that is, the signet of the spirit; item, 

B3>iliana, the vinculum of the earthly c 

* I have DbsuTTud before, tJiIa -wta the name, Jeliovib, in On Hetg^. 
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pure body, tho blood of tho white dove, of the field- moiiset 
incense, and swallow's featJiers. Whereupon, ha lastly 
made the sign of the cross, and led the wnj to the grent 
knights' halt, which was already illnminatcd with magic 
lights of virgin wax, accoi-ding to his directions. 

Now, as they all stepped out of the door in their white 
robcB and high caps, shaped like the mitre of a bishop, 
there stood my Jot^t in the corridor, purple with sugniah 
&Dd bathed in sweat — "He would go with them;" and 
when the magister put him back, saying, " impossible," the 
poor Knight began to sob, embraced his little dftugbter, 
" for who could tell whether he would over see his only 
joy npon earth alive iigain? Ah, into what straits had the 
Dnke brought him and his denr little daughter!" 

However, the magister bade him l>e of good heart for 
that no evil could happen to bis fair daughter, seeing that 
she had agaiu and agaJu assured him of be-r pnre virgin 
soul ; but they must lose no time now, if the Kuigbt chose Ut 
stand outside he might do so. To this Jobst consented, 
but when the three others bad eatered the knight's hall, my 
magister turaed round to bolt the door, on which the 
alarmed father shook the door yiolently — 

" Ue would never consent to,have it bolted; if it were, 
ho would burst it in with a noise that would waken the 
whole castle. He was a father, and if any danger were in 
there, he could spring in and save his poor little worm, or 
die with her, if need be." 

So the magister consented at last not to bolt the <loor, 
but clapped it to, so that the Ivnight could not peep tbrongh. 
He is not to be ontwilted, however; drew off his buff 
doublet, took out a gimlet from his pocket, and bored a 
hole in the door, l^d his hat npon the doublet, took his 
naked sn-ord between bb legs, and, resting both hands 
firmly OQ the hilt, bent down and placed his eye nt the 
gimlet-hole, through which he could distinctly see all that 
passed in the room. And the three walked up to the 
centre of the hall, where the magic lights were burning, 
and the master unloosed the circle from his breast and 
spread it oi)t upon the ground, as fur as it would reach, 
thea he drew a figure with white chalk at CJieh of the fmir 
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1 comers, lika interlaced triangles, aud taking the vinculnra i 

of the heavenly crcatnro, or the signet of the sun-angel, 

which waa written with the blood of a coal-black raven ^ 

^—iipon virgiu paruhment, out of the hand of the Duke, houg ^^^ 

^L^ upon a new dagger, which no man bad ever used, and ^^H 

^^Bxed the aamc in the circle towards the north — ^^H 

^r "For," said he, -'the spirit will come from the north, ^^H 

^ only watch well for the little white cloud that always pre- ^^H 

cceda bim, and be not alarmed at anything, for I have too ^^H 

often practised this conjm^tion to anticipate danger now." ^^H 

After all this waa done, and the pan of perfume, with the ^^H 

vinculnm of the earthly creatnre, bad been placed in the oen- ^^l 

tre, the magister spake: — "In the name of God the Father, 

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen I" And 

stepped from the north side the firet into the circle, within , ^Jl 

which he kneeled down and repeated a beantifol prayer. ^^H 

And the two others responded "Amen." Whereupon ^^H 

the wiee Tbenrgist, the brave priest of the grand prhnitive ^^H 

kfild f«th rase up, made the sign of the cross at the ^^H 
(fiorth, and began the conjuration of the angel with a loud ^^H 
Iroice. ^^M 

They were harsh and barbarous words that be uttered, ^^H 
*hich no one nnderstood, and they lasted a good pater- ^^\ 
noster long; after which, the priest stopped and said — 

" Gracious Prince, lay the left hand upon the vincnlnra 
of the heavenly creature: — virgin, step with thy left foot 
npon the aignet of the spirit, in the iici'tii ot the orcle. 
After the third ^u.9a he must appear." 

With these words be began the conjuration again; but, 
_ behold, as it waa ended, a form appeared, not at the north 
jJiDt at the south, and glided on in a white, bloody shroud, 
IntU it reached the centre of the circle. At tliis sight the 
lugister was transfixed with horror, and made the sign of 
be cross, then said in an a^tated voice — 
"All good spirits praise God the Lord!" 
Upon which the spirit answered — 
" In eternity. Amenl" 
Whilst Diliana exclaimed — 

" Grandmother I grandmother! arc tliou indeed her 
irit?" 
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So the Bpirit glided three times ronud the circlL', 
plftintire wailing sonnd, then stepped beforn Dilia 
makiug the sign of the cross, said — 

" Daughter, take that shift of mine from off thee, it be- 
tokens misfortane. It is No. 7, and see, I have So. 6 for 
my bloody shroud.'" 

Whereupon it pointed to the throat, where indeed, the 
red nomber 6 was plainly disccmable. 

Dili ana spahe — 

" Qrandmolher, how did these things come to pass?" 

Bnt the spirit laid the foreSnger on ita month in silence 
Wjiereopon she aaked again — 

" Grandmother, art thoa happy?" 

The spirit answered — 

" I hope to become so, hot take oft' that sliift, the angd 
must soon appear; it will be Sidonia's death sbrond." 

Afl the spirit said tliese woivls it disappeared again 
towards the sonth, wherenpon tho Knight at the gimk^ 
hole, cried out — 

" There was some one here, was it the angel?" 

"No, no," screamed Diliana, while she qoiekly stepped 
ont of the circle, and drew off the shift. " No, it wifl my 
poor grandmother]" 

" Silence," crie<l the magistcr; "for God's sake, no lalfe- 
ing more, we have already lost ten seconda by that ghost 
Now qnick with the vincidam of the earthly creatni'el My 
Prince, strew the incense apon the burner; virgin, dip th« 
swallows feathers in the blood of the white dove, and stre^ 
my two lips with them. Now all be still If yon vatne your 
life. Eternity is listening to ns, and the whole apartmenl 
is full of invisible spirits." 

Then he repeated the conjuration for the third time, and, 
behold, at the last woiil, a white clond appeared at the 
north, that at every moment beoomo brighter and brighter, 
nntil a red pillar of light, about an arm's thickness, shot forth 
ftom the centre of it, and the most exqnisito fragrauQS nth 
soft tones of music were diffused over the whole north end 
of tho hall; then the cloud seemed to rain down radiant 
flowers of imes and beauty, such as earth had nevef 

en, after which a tremendous souud, as if a clap of tbicn-- 
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cler, shook not only the a o foan i on b t seemed 
to shake henven and ea h f and he ond parting in 
twain, disclosed ihe sun ange n he on e Yet the 
Knight outside never hea d h sound no d d o d Kriigcr, the 
Duke's boot-cleaner, who a u he erj- nest oom readmg 
the Bible; he merely thought that the clock had ruu down 
in the corridor, and sent his wife ont to see, and this Eecms to 
me a very strange thing, bat the Knight, through his gimblet- 
hole, Haw plainly, that a chair, which thej had forgotten to 
take out of the way of the angel at the north aide, was 
utterly consumed by his presence, and when he had passed, 
lay there a heap of ashes. 

And the angel in truth appeared in the form of a beau- 
tifnl boy of twelve years old, and from head to foot shone 
with a dazzling light. A Mne mantle, sown with eiU-er 
stars, was flaug around him, but so glittering to the eye 
that it sc'craed a portion of the milky way he had torn ftooi 
heaven, as he passed along, and wrapped rotmd his angelic 
form. On bis feet, rosy as the first clouds of morning, 
were bonnd golden sandols, and on his yellow hair a crown ; 
and thus surrounded by radiant flowers, odottrs, and the soft 
tones of heavenly music, he swept down in grace and glo- 
rious beanty to eai1h. When the Thenrgist beheld this, he 
fell on his knees along with the others, and prayed: — 

" We pnuse thee, we blgss thee, we adore iheo, lofty 
spirit of God I — thou thronc-angel of the Almighty I — ibiit 
thon hsst deigned by the word of our father Adae, By the 
word of our father Henoch, and by the word of ooT father 
Noah, to enter the darkness of this oar second world, and 
iqipear before our eyes. Help ns, blessed angell — -help nsl" 
r And the angel said, "What will ye?" 
' Here the Doke look heart, and gave for answer: " I.ord, 
witch, a deril's sorceress, wickeder than anythSng 
* '^t known npon earth, Sidonia Bork by name—" 

But the angel let bim contintte no fttrther, and with a 
gbmce of terrible anger exclaimed; "Silence, thou drnnken 
man of blood 1" 

tThen, looking npon DiJiana, murmured softly: " Speak, 
on pnre and blessed maidcnl" 
Ac this the virgin took courage, and answered: — '' Onr 
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grooious Prince woulil kQow how the evil spirit of my couaiu 
Sidonia can be overcome?" 

" Seizo Wolde first," replied the angel, " then the evil 
Bpirlt of Sidonia will become poweriesa. What wouldst 
thon know f'lirtber?" 

Hereupon the modest virgin blushed, stammered, and 
looked down; then from awe and tervor, scarcely knowing 
what she said, made answer: — 

"Behold, thy servant wonld know wherefore the All- 
mighty nnd All-merciful God hath, since the begiuning of 
time, allowed bo mnch power to Satan over his creatucea, 
the works of his own hands?" 

Then the angel spake: — "That ia a grave and scrioju 
question, maiden, and the answer would be above thy comr 
prehension; yet this mnch I will explain to thee — if there 
were no devil and no evil, many attributea of the Almighty 
God our Lord woold have remained for ever hid from yon, 
children of humanity, as well as from ns, spirits of heaven. 
Therefore, from the beginning, hath God permitted such 
power to the devil as might show forth these bis attribntes 
to the wondering universe. First, after the fall, his justiae 
was revealed, as yon have seen displayed in tlie old cove- 
nant, and this attribute could never have been manifested 
unless evil and the devil had ontei-ed into the world. Sow, 
thought the devil, when he beheld the manifestation of this 
terrible attribute, the whole bnlnau race must fall for ever 
to perdition, and the Loi'd God must be the first to murder 
the work of his own hands. But, lol before heaven and 
earth, the great God manifested two new attributes ; namely, 
mercy and love, for he fulfilled his word given to Satan in 
Paradise, The serpent-ti-eader entered into the world, and 
oh I infinite wonder! heaven and earth, which till then had 
seen God but in his goodness, now hehclil his love bleed 
from the wounds of his Son on Golgotha, and the world 
reconciled to him for ever, through Christ 

" Yet Satan still thinks to regain his lost dominion over 
theworid; therefcre It shall come to pass that the Lord 
will sufier him to become a mock and derision to all man- 
kind, and for the first time sioce the world was made men 
will doulit liis existence and disbelieve bis power, and hia 



257 
^ iiame will be <i scuru aiid iiJIo woi'il to the very ehildren, ami 
tbe old wives by their spinning-wheels. Then ■will be 
manifested some new atti-ibute of divinity, of whieh aa yet 
thou, nor I, nor any croatnre, may have an opportanity to 
contemplate. All thi^ has lain in the pnrpose of God, in 
order to increase the happiness of his creatarea; for all the 
other attributes of the Almighty, snch as Infinity, Omnipre- 
I BGQce, Omnipotence, awaken only awe in the mind of the 

ignite; but those attributes which ho manifests in his triumph 
avet sin and Satan, are what traly awaken love, and through 
loTp, above all, ia the happiness of the creatnre advanced. 
"When God has thus manifested all his attributes by moans 
of siu and Satan, to the joy of his faithful servants, men 
and angels, for all eternity, who without sin and Satan 
wonld never have known them, then the great day of the 
Lord will come, when the wine of his love-spirit will in- 
spire every creature that believes on him in heaven, and on 
earth, and under the earth I Further — " 

Bnt behold, at tiiia word of the angel, a blue ray, about 
the tfaickneBa of an aTm, came up from the south iuto the 
middle of the circle, and blended itself, trembling and glit- 
tering, with the radiant elond and flowers. When the angel 
J beheld this, he said : — 
, "Lol I am summoned to the ruiue of Nineveh. Lotme 
flepart?" 
At this the Duke took heart Egnin to apeak, and began: 
S' Lord, how is my aueient race — " 
■ But the angel 3;;ain interrupted him with, — "Silence, 
Bioa drunken man of bloodi" 
And when the magiater repeated the form which broke 
the conjuration, the angel disappeared as be had come, with 
a terrible clap of thunder; and clouds, light, flowers, odours, 
and music, al! passed away with him, and the hail became 
dark and silent as the grave. 

But in a coople of seconds, j nst as the magister had stepped 
Jot of the circle with the virgin, who trembled in every 
Imb, even as he did himself, my Jobst comes rushing in at 
■the door with joyful mien, thanks God, sob?, embraces hi 
■ little daaghter twice, thrice — embraces her again, and f 
Blast asks: — " What Ewd the angel?" 
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And they told him all — item, about the ghost of his poor 
mother, and what it deaired. Then, for the first time, they 
obseired that the Dnke stood still within the circle with 
folded arms, and eyea bent upon the gronnd. 

"My Lord Duke, will yon not step out of the circle 1" 
exclniined the magister. 

Whereupon the Dnke started, sprang from the circle to 
the spot where they stood, and, eeizing the magiatei- by the 
throat, roared: "Dog of a sorcerer! this is some of thy 
blaek-art. Jobst here was right; thou hast raised no angdt 
but A devill" 

At this the terrified magister first tried to release himsdf 
from his Grace's hold, then began to explain, but the Duke 
TTOuld listen to nothing, 

" It was clear as the sun this was no angel, but a devi], 
who, as St. Pan! saya, had transformed himself into an angel 
of light; for, first, the hellish emissary had called him a 
bloodhound. Now, what blood had he ever shed, except the 
blood of accnrsed witches? and this, as a Just ruler, he bad 
done upon the espress command of God himself (ExocJus 
xxiL 18), where it is written: — 'Thou shatt not eufi^r a 
witch to live.' No one, therefbre, from heaven or npon 
earth, could blame him for fulfilling the commands of God, 
yet the spirit had blamed him. Ergo, he was not an angel, 
but a devil. Next, the knave twice called me a drunkard. 
Here clearly be showed himself no angel, bnt. as the Lord 
Jeana named him, the 'father of lies;' for toll me, friends, 
waa I drank to-day? If 1 do take a sleeping draught after 
the fatigues of the day — tell mo, what does that matter to 
thb impudent devil? So I say with that Mecklenbni 
nobleman in Dobberan: — 

' Away, away, thon devil from me, 
I care not n single hair for tliea ; 
In apifc of the devi), n noble man 
Should draia (o the lait Ills drlnkiug-ciw. 
I'll Slip with the Lord and the ntntt the Sat, 
\Vl)i!e thou, poor devl], moat ever thirst. 
ITl drain the mead from the flowinE liowl, 
While the ievU is altling in helliBh dole; 
Therefore, away, tlion dovil, from me, 
I care not a single hair lor thee." 
• Tliin inacriph'nn in stilt to be seen npon n lombstono in D 
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And doth not Mnrtinus Lntbems say — ^^H 

' Whu loves not viae, womsn, nnit song, ^^H 

Kemsins a fool liie whale life loag ?' ^^H 

Marry, the grieToaa devil may wait long enough before ^^ 

he t[La.keH ms a. faal. I am too sham for the atulT with " 

I 



he makea me a fool. I am too sharp (br the stuff with 
which ho htimbugs you, my wise chattering magiaterl" 

Hut the magister began to demonstrate how unlikely it 

was tliat Satan would give advice how to Buhdue himself; 

"For how then conld his kingdom stand?" as the Lord 

said, Luke xi So the Dnke listened, and grew thoughtful 

— nt last exclaimed: "Well, come, we'll settle that OTsr 

tlie wine-cup; and to spite the knave, we'll keep up the 

caronSB till morning; the niglit ia already half spent, and I 

have some gloriona Mnscadel in the cellar." 

' My Johat, however, will not remain ; and Diliana asks, 

^L^< What hia Grace will do about Woldei"' 

^H* This Bet his Grace ag^n upon abusing the spirit — " Ay, 

^^vtily, he must have been a devil — Master Beelzebub him- 

^ BBlf, and no good angel — for had he not bid him twice to 

hold hig tongue when he began to ask about his old ilias- 

trious race, and what should be done to preserve it from 

ntter destruction? The magister might go to the devil 

himself now, with all his magic; he siw cicaj'ly through 

the whole business." * 

So a great strife arose between them, which ended in 
the Dtike permitting the blessed maiden to press the wound 
in her arm, in order to communicate, by means of tha 
magnetic alphabet, with the Knight, who at that moment 
was keeping watch with hia good sword in the chapel of 
Marienfliess. Everything, however, must be performed before 
the eyes of the Dnke, else he would not believe it; so the 
young maiden, blushing for shame, pressed the wound on 

kher arm; and after a brief space, cried oat with wonder — 
*'Iu trath I fed. the pressure now of itself." Whereupon, 
at the command of the magister, she threw up her wide 
sleeve (for she still wore the mngib robe), and placed the 
tittle box with the magnet on her arm, directing the mag- 
netic needle, with a fine stiok, to the letters, thus: — 
S— E— I— Z— B w— 0— L— D— E. 
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She then retii'eJ to a chamber, to put on her own S 
and had scarcely finished when ahe feeU the pressure o 
Iter arm again. Wherenpon ahe calU to hia Grace and the 
niagister, who set the magnet immediately o 
when, to the great surprise of hia Grace, the ueedie t 
of itself to the letters— 

S_II_i; i_s_— S—E— !— Z— !i— D. 

This sight gave my gracious Lord fresh courage : " And 
after all, perhaps that was an aogol; for sarely SJdonta 
would have protected her majd, if her evil spu'it had not 
become powerless, as the spirit had foretold. And now 
they would soon have the arch-sorceress herself. He would 
send a horseman instantly to Christian Ludeoke, who was 
bnming witches at Colbatz, to haalen, without delay, to 
Marienflicss.'' 

At last he permits Jobst, since he will not drink, to take 
his leave; "yet he and hia fair daughter must firat promise, 
by their hoooar, not to breathe a word of the magic con- 
juration, since the iguorant and stupid people would only 
make a mock of such matters; and why cast peaila before 
swine, or holy mysteries to dogs?" And tmly they kept 
the 3e<!ret of his Grace, so that not a word was known 
thereof nntil Duko Bogislaff the Fourteenth communicated 
the same to me, precisely as he had the facts from faift. 
brother, and gave me permission to publish them in 1 
" Hifltory of Sidonia," 



CHAPTER XXII. 



HOW OLD VTOLDE IS SEIZED, CONFRONTED WITH SIDONIA, j 
FISALLY DURNKD BEFORE MEE WINDOW. 

Meanwhile the young knight, George Putkammer, ', 
ridden over to Marienlliess on the appointed day, tu aba 
Eggart Sparling's. He mentioned nothing of the (_ 
magic work, as the Duke had forbidden him to do so, 1) 
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merely Baid that ho had orders from the Prmce to aeiza ' 
Sidonia that night. 

At this, my sheriff shuddered; "The yonng Knight I 
ahonld reflect on what ha was about ; yonng people were 
often fool-hardy and confident, to their ntler ruia. What . 
did he want trom him? If be got half the world for it, he 
would not touch even the clothes of the deyil'a hag. " 
had tried it onco, and that would do him for hia life." 

Bat the Enight answered; "He had pledged hia word 
to the Dake, and must hold by it. . Uis worship most jofit \ 
give liim a conple of atont iellows to help him." 

Die. — " Did he really think that iu the whole bfuliwick a 
fellow conld be got to go with him, when it was known ha 
was going to seize the sorceress — the devU'a night-hird? 
Hal hal hal" 

" Then he wonld do it alone. His worahip n 
loat gire him some cords, and show him a prison where he 
ttrald put the vile witch.'' 

Ille. — " Cords he shoald have, as many as he wished, 
but on no account must the hag he brought to the court- 
He knew her well, and wonld take care to have 
nothing to do with her." 

Hie.— ^" At least, then, his worship must lead him a 
horse, and Le would bind the dragon thereon with stout 
cords, and caiTy hev away to hia good caslle of Paosin, 
ivhere there was a deep dungeon, in which he could lay 
her, until he knew the Duke's pleasure." 

Ille. — " The horse he might have, and choose one him- 
telf from the stall, aud if it pleased him, hind the witch on 
fta back there in the church-yard, under the linden-trees; 
■but to the courl^honae the witch must not come— certtunly 
sot — or she would aaapect him of having a hand in her 
capture. Yet let the Knight think again, and give up this 
dangerous business, or surely they had beheld each other for 
the last time." 

But tlie k'liight only waited until the dock pointed to ten ; 
then takmg a kntern, he goes and chooses out a stout whita 
i {for such, they say, are antipathetical to witches), 
fr ties her to a linden in the charch-yard, enters the church, 
■ lights the altar candle.s, and sits there, reading in the large 





bible; nntil about the honr that the conjuration was taking 
place at Old Stettin, when a Etrange feeling of uneasioess 
came over him, and he rose np and walked to aud tro io Che 
ehnrch in great agitation. Suddenly he felt a pressure on 
his woanded arm, and turning up the sleeve of his doublet, 
pressed in retnm, after whiih, he kid the magnet npon it, 
and, to bis snrpriee, read that he waa to seize Wolde, not 
Sidonia. Instantly he tooli up the lantern and the cords, 
pnt his good sword under hi; arm, and ascended the steps 
np to the nun's gallery, and from that, entered the convent 
corridor, as the door between always lay open; but stnm- 
bling, by chance, into Anna Apenliorg's cell, she led him 
down a flight of stairs to the groand iloor, and close t« 
the refectory, where she pointed to a little chamber adjoin- 
ing, whispering, "There is where the old cat snores;" then 
creeps behind a barret, to watch, while the Knight, holding 
the light before him, stepped at once into the celt, crying, 
" Stand up, old night-bu'd, and get on thy rags, thine hour 
bath come." 

A scream of horror was the answer from the bag, and 
she clapped violently at the refectory wall, calling ont: 
"Help me! help I help I a fellow has Beieed me, lady- 
prioressl" But the Knight was resolved to make quick 
work of it; and hearing a stir already in Sidonia's apart- 
ment, threw himself upon the hag, and bound her hands 
tight with the cords, while she screamed, and struggled, 
and yelled piteonsly for the lady-prioresa; then dragging 
her up, he exclaimed, " Since thou didst not heed me, now 
thou shalt come off naked as thou art; better the devil 
Bbould not have a rag to catch hold of. Cornel" 

But a fearful looking form just then rushed into the room 
— it waa Sidonia, just as she bad risen from bed, bearing a 
lamp in her hand, with her white hair lowing wildly about 
her face and shoulders, and her red glowing eyes fixed 
menacingly npon the Knight. She had just begun a terriflo 
curse, when the young man, seeing the cat in his red hose 
following, lifted his sword and with one blow cut him clean 
but started back, for the first time, in terror, when 
beheld one half, on its two legs, run quickly nnder 
Wolde'e bed, and tlie otfeet \«ii!, oti tin* two other lege 
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make off far the refectory, through the door which had 
left open. Even Sidonia recoiled at the Bigbt; but 
MOD, with iacrcuBed ferocity, sprang at the Knigbt, suream- 
ing and clencliing her hands. But ha cried out, "Hold! 
' will cleave ihee in twain, even as thy cat," And in 
truth she stopped stone-stili, bnt sooa began to spit and 
lur. Whereupon he cried out again, " Ay, spit and 
tnnmble; but know that my good friend, of wbpm I told 
ihee, stands without, and if but a finger of mine achea, now 
ftiture, he hath sworn thy death." 
1BU swinging Wolde'a clothes, which lay on the bed, 
over her shonider with the point of biij swoi'd, he esciaimcd 
Jo Sidonia; — ''Away, away, or the lifee will be done to 
thee I" 

Whereupon, amidst the howling of the hag, and the bor- 
fible carsea and maledictiona of Sidouia, he re-crossed tha 
gallery and the ohnrch, the lame she-devil atlll howling bc- 
him, till they entered the churchyard; after which 
taj brave Knight bound her feet upon the white mare, and 
.^ode away with her to hi* e'*''d caatle of Pansin, 

I had foi-gotton to notice before, that the pastor was not 
buried within the church, as his widow first intended, bnt 
'WOB laid outside in the blessed earth, because she feared that 
nan-wolf might get at htm again within the chnrch- 
vault and tear him. 

mima. — That same evening the witch-commiBgioner, 
Christian Lndecke, arrived with his sccretaiy at Marienfliess, 
iRccordiug to the mandate of the Prince ; and behind them 
come two wagons, on one of which alts the esecntioner with 
bis assiatanls, the red Hag floatiog above him, and the 
Kcond is laden with the instruments of torture and the rack; 
for those belonging to the court-house of Marienfliess were 
not considered powerful enough. And, as usual, they euler 
the town chanting a. sacred hymn, at which eonud every aQ6 
ahndders, bnt my sheriff is particularly horror-stmclt; tad, 
rushing out to meet them at the coarthouse, cried out — 

What the devil! ia the bhiodhonud back again? Did' 
he tbink that witches grew up in the town like cabbagi 
but held hia peace instantly, when ho beard that all 
done by command of the Prince. 
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So the lame hag was brought back again from Panain 
that night, and tho articuli tndidionalea were drawn up 
against her, in which it waa not forgotten' that years before, 
fihe had sat in the cellar of the poor dairy-woman's mother, 
and there bewitched the cocks and bens, as taany old peo- 
ple still Uving coiUd testify; and the bailiffs wife is by no 
means slack either in helping her to the same death as the 
poor diury-mother. While the whole town and adjacent 
conntry rang with theae proceedings, Sidonia's diaqnietndo 
became evident. Every day she sent Anna Apeaborg np 
to the conrt-hoQse, and there the said Anna and the serving' 
maid of the scriba were seen with their heads together in 
every comer conversing, and each day bronght leas comfort 
to tlie terrible witch of Marieuflioss. Therefore, about this 
time, she changed her demeanour to the nuns, and in place 
of her Dsnal fierce and crnel bearing, she now became qnita 
mild, threw up her eyes, went regularly to church every 
Sanday, and sighed deeply during tho sermon. Day and 
Dight she was singing spiritual songs, and sent to Stargard 
to purchase prayer-books, all to make the world think that 
she had grown truly religious. Item, she sent her new maid, 
Anna Dorings by name, to Stargard, to purchase mercury 
for her from the apothecary; and when the maid handed 
the same to her, she heard her mnrmur as if to herself, while 
she locked np the poison in her press ; — 

" So now, at least, they can do nothing worse with me 
than behead mcl" 

Then she went herself one day to Stargai'd, and vbited a 
celebrated advocate, called Elias Paid. "The world was now 
so hard-hearted, and the devil so active, that she feared her 
tarn might come next to be tried for a witch, just for tba 
sympathy she showed for the poor creatures. Alas! how 
Satan blinded the reason of men; for when were aneh 
cruelties ever heard of as were practised now on poor help- 
less women? (Weeping.) And would not my Ellas defend 
her from this ferocions blood-hound. Christian LudecliC, who 
had come again to Marienfiieas, and boasted loudly that, 
when, he had made an end of her old maid, Wolde, he would 
seiae her next; and even sworn that, to make a terrible 
exsaple of her, her nose and cars should be torn oS with 
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i'bot pincers ere slie waa tied to the stake \ad what 
Kwoold my Eliaa do for her? bhe ha-l a few dozen gold 
F^rowns which her sister Dorotliea had IlU her bj^will, and 
I^Villingly she would give them, if he turaed the base malice 
K<^ her enemies to aliame. Ah, he might take pily on her; 
iraa n good aod holy virgm, and as mnocent of all 
fiiey charged her with as the child in the cradle!" (Weeps 
md sobs again.) 

So the conning witch had strode the right nail on. the 

Mead, for my Elias was a great lover of coins; and thongh 

FiiB had a few edver and many copper, yet not a single gold 

one did he possess. Therefore he became thoughtful aAer 

her speech, and walited np and down the room for a qnarter 

of an hour, after which he stood still, and answered: — 

" Lady, yon know as well as I do that your name is no- 
torioas throaghont tiie whole land, and little hope can I 
give you if yoQ are brought to triak Ilowever, I will do 
■what I can lo delay the time aa much as possible ; perchaaca 
■ from yonr great age, and the bitter heart-remorse yon. must, 
■'no donbt, suffer, that yon may end your miserable life be- 
^■nire they can lay violent bands on you. Pj'ay to the Lord 
H^Qod, therefore, day by day, for your speedy death : I will, 
Klil^ewise, pray for you. Sleanwhde, if any evil befall you, I 
Birill write petitions in your favoor to all tho neighbouring 
Kjuinces, to the resident nobles, and to the Dake himself in 
f Stettin, for yonr race is one of the most illnstrions in all 
Poaierania. And respecting the gold crowns whieh you 
promise, send them speedily; for remember, from the mo- 
ment they arrest yon, yonr inventoriiim is sealed." 

This my hag promised, and took her leave; bnt, woel 

V the first neiva she heard upon her return home was, that hei 

Hjnaid, by a decree of the council at Stettin, had that day 

Kbeea put to the tortnre; and having on the rack confessed 

■■ thSt she (Sidonia) was the ti-ne ai'ch -sorceress, they were to 

be confronted witli each other on the morrow. This news 

Anna Apent)org told her before she had well descended from 

the coach — item, many of the other nnns confirmed the m- 

m mour; so that the unfortunate wralch at last resolved, ii 

vdespiur, to put an end to herscl£ However, she had Uttlo 

^UDcUiiatiou to taste the mercury, I think. 

W A 
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So in the twiliglit ahe ereepa out behind the braw-honge, 
which stood three or foar feet from the convent wall, so 
that no one in the convent could see what she was ahont, 
draws a ladder after her, seta it against the wall, and 
moonts, intending to spring down into the river below and 
drown herself. 

Now it happened that m the oak-wood, at the opposite 
Bide of the etream, my Ludecke and the sherifT were walk- 
ing np and down, and the sheriff's teeth were chattering in 
his head from pnre fright; for a, courier from Stettin had 
arrived that Tery evening with an order from his Graoe, 
commanding him, under pain of severe pnnishinent and 
princely disfavonr, to be present, along with Jobst Bork, on 
the following morning, when Sidania and Wolde were eon- 
fronted. Their eyas were suddenly attracted to a head rising 
above the opposite wall, then long white bair fluttered 
wiliiiy in the evening breeze, and afterwards a thin, black 
form appeared, nnti! the entire fignre stood npon the top of 
the wail, and extended ita arms as a young stork ita wings, 
when it essays to leare the neat, while the eyea were fixed 
on the water below. Inatantly they both recognised Sido- 
nia, and saw what her purpoae waa. 

'■Let her, let her," whispered the sheriff to the other; 
" if she is dead, if she ia dead, we shall all rest in peace!" 

But the other seized a stone, and flung it with all bis 
might at the wall, crying out: — "Wait, thou abameless 
witch; doth thy conscience move thee so?" 

Whereupon the black figure dropped down again behind 
the wall aa qaickly as posaible. And my Ludecke, being 
loath to lose the fat morael he had ready for the flames, re- 
solved to place fonr guards over her in the refectory; bnt 
tboagh the whole town was searched — item, menaced that 
the executioner sbunld aconrge them man by man, yet no 
one will undertake the dangerons office. At last four fel- 
lows are found, who promise, for a tan of beer at the vtty 
least, to hold watch in the convent aqnare, ao that the witch 
cannot get away ont of the building, with which my blood- 
hound is obliged to be content. 

Kext morning, at uiue of the cloek, Sidonia w 
appear in coort, but as she did not come and moofcad j 
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^nsessenger who was sent for bei', Ladecke commandei] the 
^r sxecQtioner to go himBelf, and if she wonld not conio bj f ' 
H neaiu, to dreg her bj ibrce. The fellow hesitated, ho 
■ «Ter— 

^V " It was B. dangerons business; bat if his worship v 

^bery anxioiia, why, for a good horse from the dacal atablcs, 

^Ptie might dare it, since his own nag had fallen lame." 

W So this being promised, he depaj-tcd, aod, in a short 

time, they beheld the car! in his red mantle dragging 

Sidonia up to the conrt-honse; and, methinks, many within 

ahnddered at the sight; for there were present sitting round 

the green table — OhriBtian Lndecke, Eggat Sparling, Jobst 

fiork, and the scriba, Christopher Kahn. 

Bnt when the executioner threw open the door, and bade | 
the witch take off her shoes and enter backwards, she , 
refused and scolded — ' 

"What? her bitterest enemies were to be her judges. 
The thick ploughman from Saatzig, who had stolen her ' 
rents from the farm-houses at Zachow ; it^m, the arch-cheat 
Sparling, who robbed his Prince every day — such rabble 
— bnrgher carls — secretary fellows, and the like— no i she 
wonld never enter. She was the lady of c*5tles and lands, 

»)>esideB her advocate was not here, and she had engaged 
me at Stargard;" finaUy she pushed the door to with her 
feob 
"Master," cried the blood-hound within, "seiae the 
witch in the name of the Princel" 

■Whereupon the door was again thrown open, and my J 

hag, sobbing loudly, was forced into the court in her socks, ^ 

^ and backwards.* i 

^L "And what did they want with her," she asked, still | 

grubbing. 

H* Wherenpon the commissioner made a sign to the e 
H'tioner, who instantly admitted old Wolde Albrecht by the 
H'eamedoor. She entered bare-foot, and in iho black shijl 
B worn upon the rack, upon which the red blood lay in deep 
H fresh stains. When Sidonia beheld tbia she abaddered. 

^V * BcFaujc the Judgea oa n-ildi-LHois Uavei the evil influvaue or tha i 
^^IfjIaiKeB or the aacaHiL A 
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length ho calls his little danghtei Diliana from the epii 
wheel where slie sat. 

■' Ah, the Friaue had set his life ia great peril, hut ) 

than the Prince himself did ahe, hia little daaghter. plsj 

him by showing herself so cold to the brave jonng EoighU 
She oaght toaieave off thia prudery, else be feared hj tbd 
next time the ana was in the propitions position, that hia 
Highness wonld send for her again to question the devH — 
there was nothing snch a fanatic would not do; but if she 
wonld only pre^a her arm now, and bid the yonng Eni^ 
come. Where conld she meet with a braver husband?" 

At this the young maiden blashed up to her very ejn, 
and asked earnestly — 

" Father, think you the good Knight sta^a away beoanm 
1 haye not summoned him?" 

]l!e " Of coorso, my child. Thou forb&dst him to ap- 
proach thee noti) summoned; and now where could be a 
greater proof of hia love than in having obeyed thee?" 

Hjbg. — " Ah, me, I have wondered bo, father, why ha 
never sought me. I never meant that, yon surely raisoa- 
derstood me. Bat, father, if you wish — shall I summon 
him by the magnetic sign?" 

Ille. — Nods bis head, laughing. 

'Wberenpon Diliana, blushing yet more, pressed her arm, 
and feeling a pressure in return almost immediately, pushed 
up her sleeve, set the magic box thereon, and, with b« . 
golden breast-pin, directed the magnetic needle to '^H 
letters— ^H 



Whilst my Jobst looked over her shoulder, so that his long 
gray beard fell upon her neek, and when he read the letters 
he embraced and kissed her, telling her that a better kisser 
would soon come and save him the trouble — meaning tb» 
Knight, and truly scarce half an hour had passed, when the 
clond of dnst conld be seen through the trees, which waa 
raised as ho rode along, and, panting and agitated. htU 
sprang into the room, exclaiming to my Jobst — " "" 
Diliana?" Bnt she sits mnte in the corner, red as ft j 
and looks down npon the ground. 




So my Job»t langhed, and pointed to the blQBhing rose 
in the corner, whereopon the yoniig Knight, George, in a 
momant, is by ber Bide, and bad her hand in his, and 

"If his loted Eachael will not end his weary years of 
lerviiig now, and be his for evermore?" ^^ 

" Yes," filie murmnred, through her soft teai-s, " I will 
be yours now for eveiinore ;" and she ex.tended her two 
arms towards him. 

Marry, how soon* my young Knight took the trouble oBf 
the old father; so that Jobst danced for joy at the sight, 
and clapped his hands, and swore that such a wedding 
shonid be held at Saatzig, that people would talk about it 
for fifty years. 

But, alasl the wedding ninst wait for a year and a dayl 
for, in two days the yoong Knight is laid upon a sick bed, 
and brought so low that at one time his life was despaired 
of- However, he comforted himself by pressing his wounded 
arm three times a day, nod thus corresponding with hia 
betrothed by means of the magnet. So they told their 
grief and their love to each other diuly in these few words. 
And many think that his sickness was a devil's work of 
Sidonia, or of old Wolde's planning; bat he himself rather 
judged it arose from the wild ride to bis young bride on 
the morning she bade him come. This matter, therefore, 
J leave undecided. 

Yet no one can surely fatiiom all the cunning wiles of 
Satan ; for though many said Sidonia 'a power is now broken 
by Wolde's death, and indeed the poor sherifi' was the only 
one who still played the hare, and kept the roaring ox safe 
up in the stall — still, so strange a thing happened at this 
time to the Knight, Ewald von Mellenthin, that the criminal 
court thought proper to take cognizance of the matter, and 
BO we find it noted down in the records of the trial. For, 
markl This same Knight, being summoned to give evidence, 
deposed to Sidonia having in his presence, flung a hatchet 
at hia dear bride. Ambrosia von Gunteraherg, who had been 
now a long while hia well-beloved sponse, which hatchet 
had wounded her in the foot. Then turning to the hag, 
he exclaimed, wrathfnlly- 
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■•Ual thon deTil's witch, hast tlion found thy recompense 
at last?" 

Whei'enpon Sidonia made a face at htm after her faahion, 
and menaced him with the vengeance of her friends. 

Bat what friend had she but Satan, who avenged her on 
this wiGe. ^^, as some days after, the knight Ewald was 
driving with his consin Detloif, between Schlotenits and 
Schellin, such an awful roarmg, and raging, and storming 
was heard in the air orer their heads, that the two foremost 
horses took fright, broke their trace th w th hmau, 

who was nearly killed, and dashed ff a ss th field 
through thick and tbin, and never st pp d t II th y ached 
Stargard, trembling, panting, and exb as d ab e ening 

The Knight laid all this eviden b f re th minal 
GOnunissioD, and my hare grew so 1 ght ned h npon, 
that next day, while listening to th d p n f more 
witnesses, seeing a shadow hop alon h p p h arteil 
up in horror, screaming, "There th t d hadows 

againl God, keep mel There are the toad-shadowa 
again I" But the spewal commiasioacr who had also observed 
the shadow, and got np to look oat at the window, now 
calJod out, langhing heartily; "Marry, good Sparling, the 
shadow belongs to one of yonr worship's brothers — a poor 
little sparrow, who ia hopping there on the honse-top. Go 
out aud see, if you don't believe me." Wherettpon the 
whole court burst out into a loud £t of laughter, to the 
great annoyance of my hare. 

Whilst Ludecke is drawing up his aiiicabis inqnisitioncda, 
Sidonia's advocate, Dr. EliasPauli, was not idle. And first be 
stirred np the whole [ace of the Borks in her favour, letting 
it come to the Doke's ears through his grand chamberlain, 
Mfltzke Bork, that if Sidonia were treated with gentleness, 
and thereby brought to make confession, assuredly there 
was great hope that for this grace and indulgence she would 
untie the magic knots of the girdle wherewith she hid 
bewitched the whole princely race, and laid the spell of 
barrenness upon them. But if extreme measures werfl 
resorted to, never wovild she do this for hia Highness. 

So tha Duke was half moved to consent, and bade hia 
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BjmperinteiideQt Mag. Reutziua, conio to bim, and he should ^^^ 

H . instantlj' repair to Marieufl]i?s3, vuit the soi-cere^s in Lcr ^^H 

B BpartmeaC, whei-e she was bis data, guarded a close prisoner. ^^M 

Kl^Let bim read out the seventy- foui' articles of the indict- ^^ 

^"IDeiit to her himself, admonish her to coafea^ and in his ^^ 
(the Diike'a) name, offer hor pardon if she wwld nntie the 
kaots of tho girdle. Did she refuse, however. Jet her ho 
" brought tho following Sunday to the convent- chapel, there, 

J ia the presence of the whole congregation, hcfora the altar ^^ 

' ho was again to admonish her. If she still persisted in her ^H 

lies and wlclceduesst then let liiui summon the executioner ^H 

to strip her of her cloister habit before the eyes of all the ^H 

people. When he had farther pronoanced her degradation ^H 

fratn all her conventual dignities, she was to be put iu fetters ^H 

and carried to the witches' tower at Saatzig. ^H 

My worthy tkthei'-in-law offered many objections against ^H 
this pubhc degradation, but his Highness was resolved, and 
would listen to no reasons, his wmth was so great against 

Now it may be easily conjectured what crowds of people 

gathered iu the chapel when the blessed Sabbath-bell rang, ^M 

and the news ran from month to month, that the witcli was ^H 

to be denoanceil and degraded that day before the altar. ^H 

Never bad so many folk been seen within the walls. And ^H 
when, tho church was so full that not a soul more could 
squeeze in at tho doors, the people broke in the windows, 
and setting ladders against them, clambered throngb, and 

swung themselves right and left on the balustrades, and ^_ 

above and below, and on all sides, thuj*a was not a spot ^H 

without a human face. Yea, fom- younkers crowded nnder ^H 

the baldaquin of tho pulpit, and another carl got on the ^^M 
altar behiod the crucifix, and would have knocked it down, 
but my worthy father-in-law, seeing it shake, caught hold of 
the carle by the tail of bis coat, and dragged him forth. 
Item, tho whole criminal commission b present; item, all 

the nnos iu their gallery, with tho exception of the sub- ^H 

prioress, Dorothea Stettiu, who, along with two other ^H 

women, had devoted themselves to a fearfol act of vengeance ^^H 
(which I woaid hardly have believed of thom), but it will b9,^^H 
related presently. ^^^H 

VOL ^m 
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As to Sidonia, she hud been brooght in already, and 
placed on tlio {isnitciitial stool before the altar, after whicb 
the organ struck ap that terrible bymu, 

"Eteruilr, tLon thnnder word!" 

Yet, as it hMpeoed, that the congregatioa had not got this 
bymii in theftPsalm-books, seeing that it was qalte a new- 
one (which circamstance had been overloolced in the generiti 
agitation) they were obliged to eing that other, beginning: 



Then the reverend priest, M. Rentiins, advanced to tho 
altar, having first chanted the litany, and there to obey the 
Dake'8 behests, as nearly as possible, opened his sermon 
with some verses from the afore -mentioned hymn, which I 
shall set down here for the sake of the cnriona reader: — 

" EMrnlty, tbou thunder word 1 
Piercing the soul like sharpest eword, 

BeffinntDg irithout ending I 
F-tEmity! Time without Time, 
J know not in my grief and crime 

Whereto mj soul is tending. 
The fainting heart reeotli hi fear 
To see thy shadow drawing near. 

" In bU tlie world there ia no grief 
To which 11 me hringa some relief, 

Thoogh sorrow wildest rage*; 
But thou. Eternity, can bring 
No balm to leasen heU's fierce sting. 

Through never-ending ages. 
For even Christ himself hath said, 
" There's no repentanua for the dead." 



'' So long as God in Heaven reigns, 
So long shall last the einner'a pains, 

In hell's fierce tortores lying, 
Ktemal fires will plagae the soai, 
Tliirst, hunger, horror, fear, and dole, 

The soul itself undjing. 
For liell's dark shades will never flee, 
Till God hioiBElfhiith ceased to be!" 



H^ tbe SI 



After which, ho read ont the words of his test t( 
criminal, telling her how his Serene Highness had scltictei 
same himself ont of paieTiial demency and iu all upright- 
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ness. Then he explsuned it, admonishmg her jet once 
more to save her poor soal and not plunge it into eternal 
perdition. After this, he kneeled down along with the 
whole congregation, and prayed to the Holy Spuit for her 
conversion, so that every one in the church wept, and 
trembled, and sobbed. Then he rose np agMU and spake: 
^' I ask yon, for the last time, Sidonia von Bork, do you 
confess yourself guilty or not?" 

And while every one held their breath suspended, the 
terrible sorceress rose np and spake out with bold defiance, 

" I am innocent. Curse upon the blood-thirsty Prince, 
who has brought me to this shame ; my blood be upon him 
and upon his race 1" 

'^Nol" cried the priest from the altar; "he hath saved 
his soul; thy blood be upon thyself, and thy perdition upon 
thine own headl" 

Then he lifted his right hand as a signal to the execu- 
tioner, whereupon Master Worger stepped forward in his 
red mantle with six assistants. And first he draws forth a 
pair of scissors from beneath his cloak, and cut off her nun's 
veil (for by command of the criminal judge, she had only a 
simple veil on to-day), and he and his assistants trampled 
it beneath their feet. Then he cuts a slit in her black robe^ 
just beneath the chin, and tore it down from head to foot, 
as a draper tears linen, and at this sight, and the harsh 
sound in the silence of the church, many amongst the nuns 
fainted. When all this had been done, and Sidonia now 
stood there in her white under-garment, Master Worgen 
by command of the court, put fetters on her, and rivet ted 
them tightly. So that at the terrible sound of the ham- 
mering and clanking, and the thundering reverberation 
through the vaulted church, so great a horror and fear fell 
upon every one present, that all the nuns who had not fainted 
rushed out of the gallery ; item, a crowd of people from the 
nave, and even the priest holding his hands before his eyeSj 
hastened after them. 

She was soon lifted up by the executioner and his 
assistant, and thrown into the cart over which the red 
flag waved; then driven off" without delay to Saatzig, a 
great crowd of people trotting along with her. And even 
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in Saatzig the whole town iftn together when the cart with 
tbo criminal was Beeo emerging from the wood, and the 
cMcutroner blew hia trumpet to give noilce to the warder 
on the tower of their approach, aa had been agreed npoa. 

Amongst the crowd, however, my Jobat ia not to be seen ; 
j-et when tha*CBTt stops, the beaaliful form of DiUuia ia 
seen pressing forward. She ia dressed in a deep mourning 
mantle, and beara a golden beaker of wine in her band — 
weeps, and says mildly : — 

" Here, dear conain, drink! You shall have everything 
as good as I can make it for yon, and cat what I and my 
father eat. Ahl consin, consiu, wherefore did you not maks 
foil confession?" 

Herewith she reached oat the beaker to the cirt, but iho 
evil witch screamed out : — 

"Confess! What should I confess, you fool? Away 
with your staff; I will not be fed by yoar charity I" 
~ Wherenpon she dashed aside the beaker so fiercely that 
it fell t<i the groond, and the wine splashed all over the 
young maiden's robe. Then, clenehing her withered hitnil, 
s!ie shook it at the wiadowr- — 

"Hal the thick ploughman. Where hath the devil hid 
him? the thief that stole my rents from Zachowl This ia 
my reward for having cured himl Bat wait, I will make 
him repent it yet," &a. 

And she woald have gone on much longer with her 
curses, hat the eseontioner gave her another blow with hia 
fist which made her hold her tongue. Then ho and his fel- 
lows lifted her from the cart, and as she was unable to 
walk from shame, and despair, and wi-ath, they carried her 
np the winding stairs to the witches' tower; and she 
glowered into the little chamber which she had occupied fifty 
years before, at the time she murdered poor Clara voa 
Dwitz, for they had to pass by it to reach the witches' 
tower, which lay two flights of stairs higher np. 

And when Master Worgar laid her down in the damp 
dark hole, and shook out some straw for her to lie on, tho 
knave grinned and said: — ^"What wonld siio do now for 
company? The devil wotild scarcely come; still a compa- 
nion woald be pleasant." 
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Tha witch, however, made co anawer, only looked down {| 



_fre. 

nil 

pPlc 



only looked down 
npon the ground, mnttering to heraolf. Whereupon the 
knave laughed again and cried; " Eh, wait, I have got a 
eompauion for youl" 

I And opening a aack ho had brought with him, took out 
Fk blackened human head, and then two long, black, half- 
fbamed bones ; placed the the hones crosswise oa tha ground, 
and set the head a-top of them, then said: " So, now you 
have right meriy company. That is Wolde's head, as yon 
may perceive ; and now ye may conjure the devil together 
as ye were wont." Then, grinning maliciously, he went 
out, locking the prison door npon the nnfortunato wretch 
and the death's-head. 

JleanwhQe, my Jobst and hia fair daughter are plunged in 
great perplexity and despair at the Duke's cruel order to 
have Sidonia sent to their castle of Saatzig. Therefore, 
the indignant Knight sat down and wrote an earnest 
rouionstrance to his Highness the Dake, and prayed 
his Grace, therefore, to remove this millstone from hia 
neck, 01' he would resign the post of Governor of Saat- 
zig, and withdraw to his own good castle of Pansin. This 
letter he despatched hy a. mnning courier to Old Stet- 
tin, and it produced a good effect npon the Dnke; for, in 
three days, an order arrived for Sidonia'a removal to Odcr- 
burg; and the crowds gathered round the cart, from all parts, 
to see her as she passed along — as thick as if it had been the 
time of the annnal fair. 

God be thanked, I have now got her as far as the Odeu- 
bnrgl For as concerning her long imprisonment there, her 
frequent examinations, and, finally, the question by torture, 
jjiat need for me to relate them here, seeing that your 
.ighuess and your illnstrioos brothers were present during 
I behind the green ssreen? I, too, Doctor Theodora 
Plonaies, assisted at the trial as high-aheriff, Anton PeterS' 
dorf was pj-olonotarizis to the criminal court, and Johann 
Cande, the nolarius, eondncteU the protocollvm. Bcsidea, 
when I look back and think of her shrieks, and how the 
dij, withered limbs writhed and cracked upon the wheel, till 
the black blood ponred forth from her nails and teeth, my 
ind swims an^^^jjht leaves my eyes — therefore, awsy 
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with iti This only will I notice, tbat her advocate, Doctor 
Eliaa Pftnli, preserved her in troth for a, year and a day " 
the rack and a bitter death, by his keen nnd canning devices. 
thinking that she woidd make away with herself some way 
or other, by mereury or else, to escape tha stake. Bnt no 
snch thing: she was as afiiud of death as a cat of Itot broth; 
80 at last he had to sufTer jastice to take its course. Where- 
npon this Satan's hag, on the 28th Jnly, 1620, at foor 
o'clock in the afternoon, pursuant to a decree of the electoral- 
coart of jadge3 of Magdeburg in Sisony, was brought into 
the great-hail at Oderburg, and there stretched upon the 
rack, as I have above meotiooeil, to force her to a confes- 
sion npon seventeen ariicutos inquisitionales, many of which 
I have noticed here and there through the preceding 
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After the torture, the poor niaiicloua old wretr^h became 3( 
weak that she thought herself like to die, and therefore bade 
my worthy godfather. Doctor Cramer, to i>o brought to her, 
that she might make full confession at last And her repeot- 
anca, in truth, seemed earnest and real now; for after the 
communiaa she bade them bring her her coffin— then sat np| - 
and looking at it for a long nhile in silence, at last saidi^ 

"I shall soon rest there in peace; meantime, carry it jj 
again till I am dead." 

But snch a bnnger for the blessed sacrament y, 
\ij her death feel's, and not by holy i-epentauce; for u a 
did not die, but rather after some days grew strong q 

I (probably because the Lord God chose to spare het ] 
longer, for a more fearful and terrible warning to all ^nef 
she returned, "like a sow, to her wallowing in the n ' " 
And more particukrly did she spit forth her poisonooa en 

. Rpoa tha wholo princely race, 'nUea ilia ooatt-Qninter, I 
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tbias EUer, arriTed at the prisoa with an order from hi 
HighneBS, to p&itit her porti'alt, now in hei' hideous old age, 
behind that which he hod seen a.t Wotgaet, representing her 
in the prime of yoathfni beauty. Long did ahe weep and 
groan when ehe looked npon the portrait of what she had 
been sixtj years berore; then clenched her fieta, and cursed 
ifa a!! eternity the princely race which had first brought her 
ifo public disliononr — she so young and innocent — and not 
Wtntent nith that, now thirsted to Bce her noble blood flow 
from tha gallowa. 

" Ah, that was indeed the porirait of her youth! for hor 
princely bridegroom had got it painted secretly, because of 
his hanghly arrogant mother, by a painter in Wolgaat; but 
She had revenged herself on the proud old woman at last. 
"The golden chain waa her own, but the gold hair-band and 
tbe ssble collar had been a present from her young bride- 
groom. And now, what was left of all her pomp and mag- 
nificence! See what these accursed princes had bronght 
her to with their envy, arrogance, and savage vengeance — 
gbo that was tbe richest lady in the land waa now the 
Jiooreat beggar, and had not wherewithal even to pnrcbose 
& death-shift." 

Meanwhile tbe report spread throughout all Pomerania 
land that Sidonia was dead, and bad been privately buried. 
7be canse was this, — when tbe executioner and bis fellows 
earried ont her coffin after she had ^een it, they told tbe 
eager and curious rabble, who gathered round and had been 
ffoarfng out for her death, that she was dead already and 
JKj within, and so they would lose the fan of seeing her 
'faaried; and this they said in Jest, to disappoint the filthy 
Itnd savage mob. Bo the news spread through the land and 
teached Saatzig, where it was confirmed by an honourable 
Imight from Old Stettin, who answered them on oath that 
'^ had seen her coffin carried out with his own 
my Jobst and his fair daughter are glad, and thank God that 
one of their noble race had been spared the disgrace of 
filling by the hands of the hangman ; the young Dibana, in 
■special, rejoices, and when her lover arrived from Panaiu 
n the afternoon (for he was grown well and strong again), 
she til re w herself Soaom, raptnrousiy exclainiuig:--«< 
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" Dearest George, our poor cousin is (lead ; now may the 
welding be — now inay the baims be published I" 

However, the news soon came how the mistake had 
hsppenod, and that Sidonia wa^ still alive. But as the 
baans had been already published aud the wedding fised for 
the 18th of July, Diliana at length consented to abide by 
the arrangement, particularly aa they heard also that the 
Rxecation would be delayed for some time, in consequence 
of the Elector of Saxony having sent in hia protest against 
it to the Dacal Court of Stettin. Indeed so many powerful 
princes protested against Jhia public disgrace, by reason of 
Sidonia's high rank, that many thought sho would be 
allowed to go away perfectly free. 

Snmma. — Already, by the evening of the 1 7th, the noble 
guests had gathered at Saatzig, and of the Berks, almost 
the whole illastrious race is present; among whom were 
particularly noticeable the Hononrable Anlle Councillors, 
and Councillors of Admin istrati on. Just, Andreas, and 
Henning. Item, all the Putkammer^, among whom came 
the old burgomaster Wolf^ with his sons, Benedictns, Asso, 
Gerson, Mattliiaa Wolfgang, &c. So that by midnight tlia 
castle rang with merriment and revelry; and old Jolist 
Bork was eo beside himself with joy, that he flung the 
empty flasks, as he drained them, ap at the monks' heads 
which were carved round tlie capitals of the pillars in the 
great knights' hall, crying out, " Thnt is for thee, raonkl'' 

But the festive night hath a sad morning, without talk- 
ing of all the diinkers who snored till mid-day. However, 
all were ready at last to go to the bridal, only waiting for 
Matske Bork, the princely chamberlain, who bad promised, 
if possible, to be present at the marnage, along with His 
Serene Highness himself, Duke Francis. So they watched 
from the windows, aud they watched from the towers, but 
never a one of them is to be seen; and the guests hnp^ 
tiently pace up and down the great hall, which is all 
wreathed and decorated with flowers and banners. Bat 
the young bridegroom is the moat impatient of alL Ho 
paced np and don-n the hall, arm-in-arm, with his betrothed, 
when at last a carriage was heard approaching, and every 
eye was turned to the window, but Matzke Bork sits in it 
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fcloiiB. He enters disturbed rtnd moomfd, and when the 
it of Saatzig nska him where ho has left Lis Highi 
Itho Duke, he anawera: — 

" The Duke will drink blood in place of wine to-daj-I 
^tan, Good coHaina, to what the Duko hath resolved con- 
ing onr kinswoman Sidonia. Her sentence bath been 
Rrononncod, and this very day will be catriei into effect: 
pSrst, her nose and ears are to be torn np with red hot irons, 
' at three different quarters of the town, by the public hang- 
man, and afterwai'da she is to bs bamed alive at a slow fire" 
When he ended, all the Borka present screamed with 
or, and gathered round him: "And ff. 
sible yet to change this scntonce?" 

But Matzke answered: " He had tried all entreaties, but 
in vnin; even three times he had cast himself on his knees 
before his Highness, yet could obtain no mitigation; for his 
Grace was incensed against the witch, because of her arro- 
gant defiance, and her stabbom refustil to remove the spell 
from the princely race, and sent orders to the execntioner 
to bnild the pile by eight of the clock on the following 
morning, and bum her alive thereon." 

When he ceased speaking, the nproar in the hall rose to 
the highest. Some of Sidonia's Mn, amongst whom was 
Johst, swore the devil's hag deserved it all; and how could 
her death bring dishonour upon them? But soma thought 
evil of the insnlt offered to their race, and cnraed his 
i_Highness, and would spring to their saddles and ride to 
iStetlio on the instant. 

Hatzke, however, lifted liia voice, and bade them have 
'■They innat endure what conld not be altered. 
Bobst was right; was the proud oak the worse because a 
Totten branch was lopped off? Were they to come before 
J Higness with such mien and gesture, why ho would 
straight order them all to be clapped into prisOD, and then, 
rlndeed, would disgrace rest on their illastrions name. No, 
I no; for God's sake let them not rest here. His Grace was 
o fall of wrath now to listen even to his preachers, the 
[ minislei-s of God. llow, then, would he hear them? * ' 

I rather rest in peace, and forget the fate of their 
Lcoasin in the fostivitiei- -'' """ bridal" 
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" Ay, good coUBiu^ and guests," quol.h the bridegroom, 
"let U9 to the bridal, sad tbe word of God nill ciLlm nv 
and briog us npon other tJionghta. Dot where is my be- 
lored Diliana?" 

They songht her in the hall— in vainl They ran all 
throngh the castle — in vaiol Uiliana ia away, and do one 
knows whither she trns gone. 

Bat tbe maiden hath a brave spirit, and bath nrapped a 
black mantle belonging to her monrning robes over her 
bridal dress, and drawn the hood over her myrtle vrreatb: 
tlicn taking the ahifl of bet- grandmother, Clara, in her 
)iand, which she had kept ready by her for such a case, she 
descended to the Btables, where there were only two £1*0009 
to be seen, all the others havmg Joined the crowd roand 
tbe church, to catch a sight of the bridal procession, had 
the best palfrey saddled, took one groom with her, pressed 
some money into the hand of the other, and bado bim not 
tell, for three hours, that she had goue to Old Stettin. 
Then rode away, striking, however, into a by-path, to de- 
ceive the gnests, in case they should attempt to follow har. 
And her joaracy ended all safely; for in fonr boars sha 
was in Old Stettin, without having been pnrsucd. And 
reaching the dn(»l residence, she alighted, hastened np 
the stairs, bowed proudly to the princely official, without 
uttering a word, and proceeded straight to the apartment of 
the Dnke. There threw off her travelling hood and mantle, 
and knocked bravely at the door. 

"Enterl" exclaimed the voice of \ih Highness. Upon 
which the beantifnl maiden in her bridal robes, and the 
myrtle wreath on ber hair, stepped in. At which a 
his Grace, who was rechuing on a conch, started np, A 
her hand smiling, and asked — " For the love of hot 
what brought her hither npon her festal-day?" 

So she began: "This was no festal-day, but a t 
shame to her and her whole race, because of the hoi^blt 
and incredible tidings bronght to them by Matzke Bork, 
respecting their old kinswoman, Sidonia; therefore she had 
left bridegroom, bridal, and festival, and ridden away alone) 
to see if sbe conlJ not turn away such a disgrace from her 
noble race, and such horrible torture from her poor (" 
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insiTOinaD. Had slie not freel; periled her liis for hJa 

P'Crace? If thcj had not succeeded, iit least il 

fkolt of hers. Let him recall the teiTJhle decree, and if her 

11 deserved death, as she doubted not, comniand her 

) beheaded, as had at first been agreed upon. This, at 

, was a more honourable and less painful death, 

e must grant her prayer, for she would not move from 

Fthe spot until he did so." 

But his Grace is inexorable, and recapitnlatea ail the 
[ Bins of the demon hag ; "how she bad defied him, and made 
a mock of the holy sacrament; and wherefore did he bear 
the sword from God, if it were not as a juat Prince, to set 
her forth a terrible warning and example to ail; for witch- 
craft was increaalug day by day in the land, and wilchea 
were almost as plenty as flies." 

nis Grace then paced up and down a long while in silence, 
at last spake — 

"Now, for thy sake, the first decree shall hold good, 
although never was one so unworthy of my favour as this 

Whereat the yonng virgin was so moved with gratilade, 
that she fell down on her knees before his Grace, and 
bedewed his hand with her tears. 

Just then some one knocked, and the jailor entered— 

"The witch had taken another fit of conversion, and 

prated for a, priest. Item, for a, fresh shift, for she had 

not changed her linen for four weeks, and no one would 

give her a fresh shift," 

When Diliana heard this, she wondered much over tho 
dark providence of God, and said — " Wfut, I will give thee 
a shift for her;" stepped out into the gallery and took 
Clara's, No, 7, which she had bronght with her out of her 
travelling mantle, and, in truth, this was the very shift in 
l^hich the murderess was carried to her death. 

SuDuna. — Thojailorhathsciircely got the said shifl nnder 
I, when the clatter of footsteps Is heard upon the i 
■Bturs, and then another knock at the Duke's apartment, 
R«nd this was my knight George Putkanimer, who rushed 
■tn, arrayed in his wedding finery, but all covered over with j 
^nst, since he ha4M^M||£Bii himsclT time to fling a ^ 
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orer bis dreas. He clasped bia joang bnde to hU heut^ 
and half scolded her for leanog him pnvatcly before the 
bridal. Bat when be beard of her noble conrage, and what 
she bad accomplisbed, be was glad again, and kissed the 
hand of his Grace, and be must now grant them one faronr 
more, and rotnm with them to the vredduig. The distance 
taa only fire miles, and ho bad the finest Malmsey that ever 
Tas drank to present to his Highness." 

At tbb bearing, his Grace exclaimed — 

"Eb, George, where have you got the Malmsey? Hal 
younker, bast thon a cnp of Malmsey, I will go witk 
thee right heartily to Saatzigl" 

And his Grace wanted to order carriages in8Ea.nlly to 
lariy them all olf, tbnt so they might arrive that same 
evening at the castle, but DDiann objected — 

" No, she would stand by her word, and never hold bridal 
a Saatzig until her poor confiu lay at rest in lier grave. 
This night she would remain in the town, and not leave 
it nntil she had seen the last of her poor cousin." 

A long strife now eiisned, but Diliana remnincd firm to 
her resolve. So bis Highness said, at lost, that he vroiild 
play the messenger hlmaeif, and jonrney off to the wedding 
the moment be had given orders to hischancelbr respecting 
the change of Sidonia's sentence. He was better pleased 
not to be in the place when she was executed. Ditivii 
could stay the night in the castle with his dear spouse, the 
Dncbesx, and the Knight might look after s. place for Iiim- 
self. He wonid desire all the wedding gnests to be read^ 
to-morrow at mid-day for the bridal, and if Diliana, and tlM 
Knight disliked riding, let them order a carriage from th* 
Marshal of his stables, with fresh FrisLin horses, and iui 
couple of hours they would be at Saatzig. 

However, Diliana would not remain the night in iht 
castle, bnt went to iier cousin, the Lady of Matzke Boi^' 
because her hoase stood not far from the place of exeoatioiu 
although the place itself was not viable, and my younker 
[t down sorrowfully to the inn to pass the night then^ 
bnt betimes in the morning was up and off to bis dear 
little bride. He finds her in the second alory, bnt qo longa 
ia hci bridal magnificence-, a black moaming gari 




ered her entire person; and, wiieii the Knight started 
diamaj at her appearance, she aiid — 
'That no other robes beseemed a Bork when one of their 
was going to her death; and she heard that the pro- 
cesflion to the Bcafflold was to come that way from the 
Otterhnrg, and wonid pass in half an Jiotir, thei'ofbre she 
was prepared to bahold it. It was well that the Bc^ifiuld 
iselt was hidden from their sight; bat woald her dear 
•eorge just go over and bid some one hoist a flag when the 
' of her consin fell. 
4JU the Kaight did lier will, but when he retnrned, 
Hd— 
"Diliana, if thoa givest mo so many nnts to cracli when 
) are married, mcthiuks it will be an evil thing." 
To which she answered, mildly — 
"No, dear George, after marriage it is the wife who 
facks all the hard nuts, bnt to-day, dearest, it is thy office, 
know not why, bnt I have a. feeling over mo to-day aa if 
^o soul of my poor grandmother would be at rest after this 
execation, and that Sidonii herself will be, in some sense, 
pitrdoned through the means of that death shift, Ko. 7; 
yet wherefore I thhik this, I know not." 

tJnst then a dnll, hoarse, murmuring sound was heard in 
1 distance, like the heaving of the waves when thundei; 
in tho air, and the Lady JIatzko's mtud rushed in ex- 
iming — "She's oomuig! she's comingl" Then Diliana 
trembled and tnrued pale, hut slill advanced to the balcony 
with her consin and the yonng Knight. 

At length, the terrible sorceress heraelf appears in sight, 
accompanied by the school, chanting the death-psalm. 
She wore a white robe, seamed with hla^k, and Diliana 
recognizes, with a shudder, that this is, iadecd, ClanL'e 
shift, for she bad herself thus stitched the scams in order to 
know it; but, besides, the No. 7 was plainly discernible on 
the neck. She walked baretbot, aud round her head was 
faonnd 3. black fillet flowered with gold, from beneath 
which her long white hair fluttered in the wind. 

Diliana contemplates all this awhile ahuddcringly, then 
covei's her face with both liandg, and sobs and weeps, so that 
the tears poor down through tho delicate little fingers, 
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foanker iiath euuagh to do to comfort her. But when the 
proceasion. disappears, she dries her eyes, re-entera the 
chnmber, and folding her hands across her hosom, walks 
up and down, praying earnestly, until tlie red Danish flag 
shoots Bp. Then she sighed deeply, and drying her b«auti- 
fui eyes, again said, softly — 

"May God have mercy upon her sonl, now her tortorcs 
are over I" 

Sorcely are the words uttered ere a dense cloud of smoke 
ascenda above the fisher^d house, rising higher and highu, 
like a lofty hlack ton-er iu the air, ao that they all cod- 
jectured — "Now she is horning on the pile," and shud- 
dered, yet are content withal, that at last her fearful life 
has ended. 

Then they all knelt down, and repented the Lord's 
prayer; then rising, addressed themselves in earnest for theit 
homeward journey. 

And here with the death of Sidouia, I might jnstly close 
my hook, merely stilting in addition, that her asliea wera 
Idd in the burial ground for the poor, and that some time 
after the gentle Diliana caused a tombstone to he erected OTei 
thcm.out of Christiaacharity andforgiveneaa. But aa some 
say his Highnesa the Duke got his death at the wedding 
of Diliana, 1 shall briefly narrate the facts hero, to pleiw 
the curious reader. 

For the said Duke was so much taken with the Malmsq' 

wine, that he sat up drinking the whole night, and scOt 

morning his legs wera swelled to that degree that his booU 

bad to be cut off with knives. So that wiien the btUil 

piur arrived, his Grace had to receive them in slippers, y(( 

rejoicedmnchat hearing that all was over; and then, scarow 

giving Diliana time to recover herself, dispatched the wbcw 

company off to the church. Not however, without giviog 

leiious admonitions, both to the piicst and the knight, Geoi^' 

^not to let the ring drop. For If Dr. Lather, the thoag^ 

^Htts lubberhead, had not let the ring fall at the wedding rf 

^Hs grand-father in Forgau, it would have been better iriA 

^ihn und his whole race, aa hia grand-mother of bleanl 

memory liad ulways Ba\d, aai low \iiis«A. Vtt &».■« ahe hii 

'■■'" wisely. 
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Now m^ Johst ia the confusion of yoices, hearing oaiy 
the word "monk," thoaght his Gruce was speaking of the 
monks' tieada on the capitals of tiie pillars in the halL So 
seeing two empty flasks, shouted, "Ay, that is for thee, 
monkl" and pit<:hed them craslil cra^! with such force 
up at the mouks, that the ptecca dew about the eiu's of the 
mnsiciana who were to play before the bridal paii- going to 
church, and a loud peal of laughter rang through tlie hail — 
after which they all set off for the wedding ai last. And 
in truth this was a blessed man'iag& 

But respecting the illustrious and prioci^ly race of Fome- 
rania, they perished eax:h and all without leaving beldud 
one single inheritor of their name or posaesBions, Not, me- 
thinks, becanso of the spell which the demonial sorceress 
laid on them, but because he loved this race so well, that 
be withdrew them from this evil world before the dreadful 
strifes, wars, and calatoitics cane upon them, which 
our poor fatherland now endnres. For before these storms 
broke over our headsi, he called them one by one from 
this vale of tears, and truly, the first was his Ilighneas 
Didce Francis, for in a few months after Sidouia's execu- 
tion, after a, brief illness on the 27th December, 1620, be 
fell asleep in God, aged 43 years, 8 months, and 3 days, 
without leaving children. The next was Bishop Udahicus, 
who likewise became suddenly ill at Pribbemow, near 
Stepnitz, with swollen body and limbs, and had ta lie there 
nntil his death, on the 31st October, 1622, when to the 
great grief and consternation of the whole land, his young 
life closed at the early age of 34 years, and he too, left no 
children, though he had a young and beantiful spouse. 
The next who died, was Dolte Philip Jnliua of Wolgast, 
only sou of Emest Ludovicns and his spouse Hedwig. 
was a wise and just raler, but followed the others soon 
the Ifith February, llj25, aged only 40 years, 1 mouth, 
[ and 28 days — likewise, as all the rest, left no children. 
I Bat our Lord God hath not withdnivm so many and 
< noble princes from the world, without sending forth strange 
and wonderful signs to forewarn the land; for without 
£])eaking of the great thunderclap wiiich was. \vft'M4. tSi lA %. 
aadden ia tba middle of clear, fine wealtvet tlaft -w-wSim iS-ik* 
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Sidonia'a death, ami tho nambcrleEs mock sims ttat q 

in different places, or of that strange rain, when a salphnrema 
matter, like starch in appearance, fLiU from the nir (item, a 
eaow-wbite pike was canght at Colaow in Wellio, seven 
quarters long, and balf an ell broad, wilb red romid eyea, 
and .red fins), a stranger wouder than all was nen at 
Wolgast; for suddenly, during a review held there, onEof 
the soldier's muskets went off without a finger being laid m 
it, and the ball went right tbi-eugh the princely Pomertuw 
standard with such pi'ecision, that tbc arms seemed to brtf 
been cut out all round with a sharp knife. At Stetffi' 
also, in the castle- chapel, one of the crowns Buspraded 
over the stalls, fell down of itself, but stil! more awful irts 
what happened respecting Uogislans XIIL last father ol 
all the Pomeraniao pdnccs. For all along by the piUan 
of the aisle, there are figm'es in armour representing du 
deceased dukes. And during tho sermon one Sunday, tlu 
sword fell clanging to the ground from the hand of the 
armed figure representing Bogblaus XIII. though no hamai 
hand ever touched it. At this sight every one \m 
troubled in spirit, but woe, alasl we now see what all tbest 
Bopcrnatural signs and wonders denoted 1 Yet still wi 
have one noble prince remaining with the ancient blood o 
Pomerania in his veins. May the Lord God spare hin 
long to ns, and bless him like Abraham with a son in hil 
old age. Such an Isaac would be a blessed sight to m6^ 
for when the last branch fiilla, I know that my paor teaH 
will break also I 

Dn. TiiEODOiiLia PlShnies. 



CONCLUSION. 

LAST PltlKCELV POJIEHASIJJ 
E DL-C4L POIIEH.AKIAN VAULT H 



BoGiSLATS the XIY, vt^io as a. Ua.tli-l<i\ing, amicable, sni 
pious gbsaator, baa aa\io\.a\fti ao ■ovwi^ -^Msa \\i «!a vfli 
I this "last aM \\a.5CT ^^'^'^ " ■wViOaNiR.'ft^ w>'^ 



desired, on the 10th March, 1637- When he had attained 

the age of fifty-seyen years, his death occnrred at s period 

of iinexampled misery, the like of which before or since was 

never seen in our whoh German fatherland. Yet the 

destiny of the Zimtalldes which followed the princely 

Pomcranitin house, seemed In no way propitiated cren by 

their death. No; it mged, and ragea still against the kst 

poor remaina of their monldeug clay. Eogiitlflif, daring 

the horrors of tbo thii'ty years' war, remained for seventeen 

years nnboried, becaase none of the princes who foaght for 

the poeaeaaion of Poraerania, wonld consent to hear the 

expense of the hmrial, and the land was too poor to take 

the cDBt upon itself. Yet his corpse suffered no farther 

indignities Lke those of his princely kiuafolk of Wolgast. 

I For after ninety-fonr yeara, we find him still lying calmly 

■ in hia coffin, looking upward to his God throngh the little 

■irindow which he so ofieu siglisd after. We shall first 

Biske a look at him before we descend into the Wolgast 

rvanlt to contemplate the disgnating sacrilege which hoa 

been perpetrated and permitted there. Every reader of 

sensibility will feel interested in the following details which 

arc taken from Oelricli's valnable work, "Memorials of the 

Pomej-anian Zfukes," page 87 : — 

" On the 19th of April, 1731, a royal commission opened 
tho yanlt in the castle-church of Stettin, wherein many of 
the nobie princes of Fomerania lay buried, and the coffin of 
I Soke Bogislaff was broken open by especial command. The 
Ddy was found quite pei'fect. Even the face was tolerably 
rved, though the eyes had fallen in; for the skin had 
;r the Icatares, and the heard was long and somo- 
I; red; the coffin was lined throughout with violet 
rivet (some say black) bordered with stones which had tho 
ranee of turquoise. Tho corpse was dressed in a 
urplice, similar in ibrm to that worn by priests at the 
resent day, but fiinged with silver, and likewise ornamented 
Irith turquoise. Upon the left hand there was a diamond 
^ng and another. The diamond was quite pale, and tho 
' right hand was lying close to the side as if going 
ibe (iag-ger. Farthei', they found a lou^aai 
ciiain snspended roiuid the Beck, oni u^oa ftve, 

TQt. II. 
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silver plate, like the bottom of a silvei' beaker upon, n 
tbe Pomeraaian arms were eogniTed. 

" Beneath the coffin of this last Duke of Pomeramal*/ tbe 
dncal fliig, but the pole was broken in two, olther fron de- 
sign, or in conaequenco of decay ; and above the coffil were 
remains of crape and mouldered fragments of velyet law 

"But the Princely remaiosvfWolgast had indeed am 
ful deatiny. Trne ; they were not left nnbnried for a mi 
of years, bnt they were plnndered and outraged, in si 
disgracefal and revolting manner, by chnrch-robberg, that it 
is impossible even to read the accoimt of it in the Swediik 
protocol of 2l3t Jane, 1688; from which Heller gives ei- 
trafltB in hia ' Chronicle of the Toim of Woljjast,' p. 346, 
withont as much pain as emotion." 

"Yet the Swedish government seemed content torestwlA 
the simple investigation, and took no trouble abont, or 
showed the least respect for, the aahea of those to whom the^ 
were indebted for land and people. For the ooffina 1^ * 
there jnst as the robbers tefl them — broken open with asei d 
and hatchets, or wrenched asunder with crowbara, and »fil" 
lie in this state. However the vault was closed np, and m 
oue was permitted to enter it unless in the presence of on 
of the reigning family; for this reason very few e 
these moumfnl remains. I myself wonld probably nert i 
have had an opportunity of so doiog, only that the Prussiail c 
(Tovemment resolved on building some additioaa to th* a 
Wolgast church ; and, at the same time, desired the founda- 
tion to bo evened, for it had sank in Tarions places, and 
afterwards to wall up (he princely vault for eper. In order 
to work at the foundation, it was necessary to remove ths 
great stone which covered tbe entrance to the vantt, anil 
many along with myself availed themselves of this last o; 
portunity to visit the interior. Therefore, on the day named > 
above, I descended with deep emotion the steps that led to j^ 
it. I found the vanlt was divided into two compartmenta, L 
having vaulted roofs of about seven or eight feet high. IQ M 

• Only one of tliese robbora was seiied — he wna whippnd and ba- fe 
nteb^ ; the second hanged hirasxir, and the other escspej. One ml V 
a Jbv ; the other two were the sexton and grav\]-digger oT the 4il»ircliJ{| 
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lie first partition no coffin whatever was to be seen, but I 
ionld distingnish already the glitter of the tin coffins in the 
•eoond compartment, which was reached bj a farther descent 
^£ ft few steps, and lit np bj the torches and lanterns of 
xnmerons visitors who had preceded me. The coffins were 
iine in number, and mostly covered with tin ; each lay on 
L treaael of mason-work, and bore the marks, more or less, 
»C the violence that had been employed to wrench them 

*^The strong Philip I. began the monmfnl range. A gen- 
iileiiiaii handed me his sknll, in which scarcely a tooth was 
planting. Then I searched in the adjoining coffin for that 
tf his sponse Maria, ^ my gracious Lady of NVolgast,' of 
C^Mtor llieodore's History. I found it, took it in the other 
^and, and cannot describe the strange feeling which came 
y-ret me. 

''When I had indulged some time in strange and deep 
amotions, I laid down the honourable relics again in their 
Qoffins, and stepped to that of Earnest Ludovick, the 
tanfortunate lover of the still more unfortunate Sidonia. 
According to the protocol of 1688, which I held in my 
(land, there was to be seen there a violet velvet mantle, and 
fc cap without anything inside. There they were — nothing 
ifeiore to find — all fallen in dust, the weak head as the weak 
bearti Close to him lay his unfortunate wife, Sophia 
&edwig of Brunswick, both the most beautiful persons of 
their time. 

"But my interest was excited most by the contemplation 
of Philip Julius, the last Duke of Pommern-AVolgast, who 
'as only received a passing notice in this Book, but who was 
16 of the most gifted, and probably the most lamented 
*rince of his thousand-year-old race. His coffin was of far 

itlier workmanship than the others, and decorated with a 
"ow of gilded angel's heads ; near it stood the black wooden 
tressel, upon which it had originally been placed, and which 
Rooked as fresh as if it had been only just placed there, in- 
iKtead of having lain in the vault for two hundred and fifteen 
years. A strange sensation crept over me I AVe were both 

rt, till at last the gentleman began to search with his 
I in the grey mouldering dust, and along with €a\£l<^ 



292 . SllXXKIA THE SORGEREflfi. 

rags of velvet, he brought up a damp, ^scolouTed scrap of 
paper, which he carelessly tore; bat I instantly Bdced it, 
and joined the pieces together again, for the sigiificatiou of 
such little notes in the coffins of old times was not unknown 
to me. 

** And, in fact, I found what I sought; there was not only 
marked on it the date of the Duke's burial, the Gth o/May^ 
which had a mystic significance to mc, since it was on the / 
very Gth of May that I was now standing to contemplate 
these mute, yet eloquent graves, but also there was noted I 
down- the text from which the funeral sermon had been i 
preached (2 Tim. iv. 7), as well as the list of the Psalnu 
Fung on the occasion, among which tlie closing Psalm— 
' When sorrow assails thee,' is still to be found in most 
hymn-books. But my poor old Pomeranian heart could 
bear no more : I placed the paper again in the coffin ; aad, 
while the tears poured from my eyes as I ascended the 
steps, those beautiful old verses came into my head, and I 
could not help reciting them alond : — 

* So must human pomp and state 
In the grave lie desolate. 
He wlio wore the kingly crown, 
AVith the base worm lieth down : 
Ermined robe, and puri)le pull, 
Leaveth he at death's weird call. 

* Fleeting, cheating human life, 
Souls are perilled in thy strife ; 
Yet the pomps in which we tnist, 
All must perish ! — dust to dust, 
(lod alone will ever be ; 
Who serves Him reigns eternally !* '* 



THE END. 
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